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A Dependable Warrior 

(Jesus:) T hese moments 

spent with Me are essential 

to the miracles I want to do 

through you in the future. 

You must have a very close 

connection with Me, a good 

clear channel that can hear 

the slightest whisper. I’m 

tweaking your upgrades 

and I’m testing your equip-

ment to make sure it’s all 

just right. I’ve got to use 

you, it’s a big part of My 

plan, but I have to know for 

certain that your equipment 

will be reliable and depend-

able and will not fail Me in 

the middle of an important 

test.
T hat’s why it’s so impor-

tant that you take these 

times with Me, because 

they’re tuning you, train-

ing you, testing you, and 

showing Me you’re depend-

able—that I can depend on 

you to come to Me, to listen 

to Me, and then to follow 

through, whether you think 

it’s important or a big deal 

or not. Whether or not you’re 

dependable determines how 

much I can use you.
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(Dad:) Let’s step back a bit and look at things from outside the 
reference point of the Family. Let’s talk about discipleship. Let’s 
talk about following Jesus. Let’s say you’re not even in the Family; 
you’re simply a disciple of Jesus. So what did Jesus teach?

(Dad:) If you think, “Oh, the Family is so narrow, so conservative! 
I need my freedom, I need more access to the world, I need to be 
a free thinker, I need to not be restricted in what I do or see,” then 
maybe you need to reconsider whether you want to be a disciple of 

Jesus, because He’s the One Who drew up the original discipleship 
standard! 

All the original disciples had to decide if they wanted to follow the Lord’s teach-
ings, which became their fundamental rules or their “contract of Charter Member-
ship”! And you need to do the same. (“Issues, Part 3: Individuality,” ML #3302:85–86)

(Bible verse references used above: Mat.10:24,25; Jn.12:26; Jn.13:15; Mat.6:24; Jn.8:31; Luk.14:33; Mat.6:24; Luk.9:61,62;
 Mat.16:25; Luk.14:26; Mat.6:21; Mat.16:24; Mk.10:21b; Jn.12:25; Luk.6:46; Luk.14:27; Jn.21:22; Jn.15:19; Jn.17:14–15.)
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—The disciple [should] be as his master. (See Luk.6:40.)
—If any man serve Me, let him follow Me.

—I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done.

—No man can serve two masters: he will 
hate one, and love the other ... hold to 

one and despise the other.
—If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My 

disciples.
—He that forsaketh not all ... cannot be My 

disciple.
—Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

—No man ... looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God.
—Whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it.
—If any ... hate not his own life, he cannot be My disciple.
—Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
—If any man come after Me, let him deny himself.
—Come, take up the cross, and follow Me.
—He that loveth his life shall lose it.
—Why call Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things I say?
—Whosoever doth not ... come after Me, cannot be My 

disciple.
—What is that to thee? Follow thou Me.
—Ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 

world.
—They are not of the world, even as I (Jesus) am not.
—Not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but ... 

keep them from the evil.

O R I G I N A L DISCIPLESHIP STANDARD
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WEIRDOGLYPHICS
Dear Professor,

Thank you for your interpretation of the glyphs on what we 
have now dubbed the “Warp Stone.”* They’ve helped us decipher 
several key inscriptions throughout this amazing archeological 
goldmine. Others, however, continue to mystify us. For example, the 
pictured sequence of glyphs below, which follows a similar pattern 
to the earlier inscriptions, but that doesn’t appear to have any 
significance of its own. Still, we believe there might be something 
more behind it. We’re hoping you can help us again. 
 Regards, A. Digger

Earth.

 unlock all doo
rs,

The KEYS unfoldall mysteries,andgive you

AL
LpowerinHeavenand in

Keys Promise:

can you do it

(* See Xn 12.)
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Be 
wise in 

wielding 
your 
light
SHANE! 
THERE 
YOU 
ARE! 

WHAT ARE 
YOU DOiNG 
iN HERE?

OH … Hi 
TiMOTHY. 

WHAT’S UP?

UH … WE’RE 
LOADiNG UP 
THE trucks 

NOW. 

IT’S A LONG DRiVE 
TO THE EARTHQUAKE 

SiTE AND WE WANT TO GET 
GOiNG iN HALF AN 

HOUR.

People, 
listen to me!Be 

wise in 
wielding 

your 
light

Art by Zeb
blade
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oh, okay, be 
right there.

what were 
you doing, 
anyway?

oh, just 
practicing being 
bold about my 

convictions. 

You know, 
“conviction 

versus 
compromise” 

motif.

oh, yeah. 
Good 
one.

later at the 
earthquake site.

these poor 
people! I bet 

they don’t even 
realize why this 

happened…

we haVe no 
idea why god 

let this happen 
to us!

blade
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yes! 
This is 
my cue!

people, 
listen to me!

god has sent 
this earthquake 
to warn you to 

stop going down 
the path this 
country is 
going in!

Don’t you 
see that?

They that live 
by the sword, 
shall die by 

the…

wha…?! 
What does 
shane think 

he’s going to 
accomplish?

I thought 
you people 

came to 
help us!

we have 
a great 
country!!

?

blade
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long live our great country!
Long live our great country!

down with 

the enemies 

of our 

country!

oh god! 
Thank you that 
that was just a 

nightmare!

 Talk about 
doing the most 

stupid thing…

gosh, I 
wonder what 
I’d do in real 
life, though?

dear lord, I want to be 
a bold witness for you, 
but it’s so hard to know 
what I’d do in a tough 
situation, how I’d find 
the balance between 
standing up for my 
convictions and being 
wise with my words. Do 
you have anything to 
say about this?

blade
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(Message from jesus:)

 You don’t want to hide your light under a 

bushel. You want to put it on a candlestick so that it 

may give light to all that are in the house. The light is 

the word, and the fire of your conviction, the fire of 

my word and truth that burns in your heart. 

It is a consuming fire.

 You want to hold that fire high, you want 

to put it on the candlestick. You want to have the 

conviction needed to be able to do that, and not to 

be hiding your light.

 But remember, there is a place for that light 

and a way that i want it to shine and give light to 

others. If you take your light—the fire of your 

conviction—and go brandishing it around, swinging 

it around, and using it like a light saber more than a 

torch, you are going to end up burning things around 

you. Instead of giving light to everyone and chasing 

out the darkness, you’re going to end up with fire 

and heat and contention, because you 

weren’t wise in wielding your light.

 That is why i have instructed in my word to 

“walk in wisdom towards them than are without” 

(colossians 4:5). You want to shine that 

light, and be a sample of conviction and 

the truth that you know. But you have 

to use wisdom in how and when 

you shine that light into others’ 

hearts. Use your light in wisdom, 

and get that wisdom—any time, 

anywhere—by asking me directly 

what you should do.

(End of message)

blade 9
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Factor It All In
(Xn: Don’t forget to “study to show yourself approved unto God,” and 
“rightly divide the word of truth,” and “balance precept upon precept” 
whenever New Wine comes out (2 Timothy 2:15). Here are a few quotes from 

the Letters to present a balance to the previous scenario. We hope they help 
you to take all factors into consideration and hear from the Lord on the spot 
so that you too can “be wise in wielding your light” now and in the future!)

The BIG A.M.E. Factor

(Jesus:) If you need 
immediate, on-the-spot direction, 

then tune in and ask Me, and watch 
Me punch through with what you need. 

In that case you might not have time to 
stop everything while you ask Me, but you 
can always focus your heart and mind 
on Me, even in the midst of what you’re 
doing, and still ask and clearly receive 
My answer. 

When you’re out witnessing and are 
faced with a tough question or aren’t 
sure which way to lead the conversation 
or which approach would work best with 
the person, just shoot up a question 

to Me, and I will respond on the spot. It doesn’t take long to receive an 
answer from Me, and even in the midst of things I’m able to speak to you 
clearly if you ask in faith and really desire to hear from Me. 

(“Ask Me Everything, Part 2!” ML #3271:79)

The Public-Ministry Factor

(Jesus:) In some cases [in the Endtime], your ministry of giving 
My Word, your ministry of prophecy, will be a public one. Some of 
you will be called upon to speak My Words with great power to 
warn the people of things to come.

I have always kept the child-
ren of David in the news, in the 

public eye and attention, by 
making you different, radi-

cal, controversial! You 
have been famous and 

infamous, and you will 
continue to be so. 

People will love you 
or people will hate 

you, but no one 
will ignore you.

(“Endtime Prophecy 
Power!” ML #3140:
47,49, April 1997)

Factor It All In

Art by Zeb
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The Avoid-Politics 
Factor

(The Christian Science 
Monitor:) “…All of 
this speaks to the new 
McCarthyism, where political 
dissent is being equaled to 
treason,” Mr. Steinhardt 
says. “It’s a very frightening 
trend: that people are 
doing nothing more than 

expressing the very 
freedoms that we are 

fighting to preserve—
and find themselves 

with the FBI at their 
door.”

(Dad:) When it comes to politics, be careful what you say and where you 
say it, Family. Remember that we’re missionaries first of all, and our mission 
is to save the souls of men, not to take a stance in their politics. … Show’m 
Jesus!

(“Political dissent can bring federal agents to your door,” END 49, February 2002)

The Get-along-with-
governments Factor

(Dad:) The Lord can help 
you to get along with 
people, governments and 
even opposing religions 
if you really learn to be 
“wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves”! “If 
it be possible, as much as 
lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men” (Rom.12:18).

As long as it doesn’t 
compromise your faith, as 
long as you don’t have to 
actually deny Jesus Christ 
as your Savior, there’s no 
reason why you shouldn’t 
be able to get along 
with most governments 
of this World.—Except 
for your witnessing, and 
that’s often where the 
crunch comes, because 
we’ve got to witness!—As 
the Apostles told their 
persecutors, “We ought 
to obey God rather than 
men!” (Acts.5:29).

(“With Persecutions!” 
ML #1967:35–36)

xn ad

So, WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT OUR GOVERNMENT?



12 13

(Xn: See also “The 
Greatest of These is—Love!” ML 
#1371, especially paragraphs 19–52, 
for a great class on the balance 
between being like Jeremiah versus 
Jesus in your witness!)

The Obedience Factor

(Dad:) When God says, 
“Jump!”—I jump! When He 
snaps His fingers I say, 
“Yes, Sir!” And when He tells 
me to do something, I do 
it! That’s the best talent 
that a prophet has, to 
obey instantly and do what 
God tells him to do no 
matter what!—Whatever the 
circumstances over which he 
has no control. 

The main job of a prophet 
is to just obey! And since ye 
are all prophets of God, all 
sons and daughters of God, 
it is your job just to obey 
and do what the Lord tells 
you to do. 

(“The Message of the Crucifixion!” 
ML #1768:20,22)

The Prepare-to-be-
prophets Factor

(Jesus:) Begin today, in 
the days of preparation, to 
be My prophets—prophets of 
warning and prophets of mercy. You will 
be prophets of doom to the Antichrist and 
his people, but you will be prophets of 
love and revelation to those who 
are worthy. 

Your greatest weapon, one 
which cannot be destroyed 
or counterfeited, will be the 
weapon of prophecy, the weapon 
of the gift of My Words in your 
mouth.

(“Endtime Prophecy Power!” 
ML #3140:56–57, April 1997)

xn ad
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(Continued from Xn 29)

(Condensation of the series found in ML #3420 to #3427, August 2002.) 

SEPARATION 
FROM THE WORLD, AND 

THE NEW WINE

“DECLARATION OF REVOLUTION!”
(ML #1336, SEPTEMBER 1968)

(DAD:) I‛M HERE FOR REVOLUTION!—THE RIGHT KIND.—NOT VIOLENCE, NOT GUNS, NOT 
SWORDS, NOT THAT KIND OF REVOLUTION, BUT A REVOLUTION 
BY THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT! (EPH.6:

17). THIS SWORD DOESN‛T KILL, IT 
GIVES ETERNAL LIFE! AND THAT‛S 
THE ONLY KIND OF REVOLUTION 
THAT‛S GOING TO WORK 
AND LAST AND ACCOMPLISH 
ANYTHING THAT REALLY 
MEANS ANYTHING.

(DAD:) I SEARCHED FOR 40 YEARS TRYING TO FIND THE TRUE RELIGION, TRYING TO FIND 
PEOPLE WHO LIVED LIKE JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES AND HIS EARLY FOLLOWERS, BUT I 
COULDN‛T FIND THEM! 

I REMEMBER DISCUSSING WITH DIFFERENT 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS HOW THE EARLY CHURCH ROCKED THE 
WORLD BY SHARING ALL THINGS, DROPPING OUT OF THE 
SYSTEM, HAVING ALL THINGS COMMON AND FORSAKING 
ALL IN ORDER TO UNITE AND GO INTO ALL THE WORLD 
TO PREACH THE GOSPEL—AND THAT THEY ALL DID IT, 
NOT JUST THE PREACHERS! I USED TO SUGGEST THAT 
POSSIBLY WE TODAY COULD ALSO GET THE JOB DONE 
FASTER IF THE WHOLE CHURCH WOULD GIVE ALL. 

“TO WHOM WILL YOU GO?” 
(ML #1966, MARCH 1984)

snapshots
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THEY TOLD ME THAT WE JUST 
COULDN‛T ALL LIVE TOGETHER 
COOPERATIVELY BECAUSE THE CHURCH 
HADN‛T DONE IT FOR 2,000 YEARS! 

THEY TOLD ME WE COULDN‛T WIN 
SOULS WITHOUT A BIBLE COLLEGE 
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION! 

THEY TOLD ME WE COULDN‛T LEAD 
AND FEED GOD‛S FLOCKS WITHOUT 
SEMINARY DEGREES! 

THEY TOLD ME WE COULDN‛T LIVE BY 
FAITH! WE‛D STARVE TO DEATH! 

THEY TOLD ME WE COULDN‛T SPEND 
ALL OF OUR TIME JUST PRAYING, 
PRAISING, STUDYING, WITNESSING 
AND WORKING FOR JESUS! IT WAS 

THEY TOLD ME WE COULDN‛T SEND 
YOUNG, UNEDUCATED MISSIONARIES 
TO FOREIGN FIELDS BY FAITH! IT 
JUST ISN‛T DONE NOWADAYS! 

THEY TOLD ME WE COULDN‛T CLOSE UP 
OUR CHURCHES AND MOVE EVERYONE 
TO THE FIELDS! THE ENTIRE CHURCH 
SYSTEM WOULD COLLAPSE AND GO TO 
PIECES!

BUT I STILL INSISTED THAT

snapshots
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NOBODY REALLY WANTED TO 
WHOLEHEARTEDLY TRY IT 
UNTIL I FOUND SOME YOUNG 
NEW BOTTLES AMONGST THE 
DISCONTENTED YOUTH OF 
AMERICA IN THE LATE ‘60S. 
 WE REFUSED TO BELIEVE 
THAT GOD WAS DEAD OR EVEN 
SICK, AND EXPLODED OUT OF 
THE NARROW CONFINES OF 
LIMITED CHURCHIANITY INTO 
AN OUTRIGHT, UPRIGHT, OUT-
OF-SIGHT REVOLUTION FOR 
JESUS! 

UNLIKE THE OLDER CHURCHY SYSTEMITES, THESE 
KIDS WERE YOUNG ENOUGH IN SPIRIT TO SIMPLY 
BELIEVE AND ACCEPT GOD‛S MESSAGE FROM THE GOSPELS 
AND APPLY IT TO THEIR LIVES TODAY! 

THIS IS GOD‛S REVOLUTION FOR THIS HOUR AND 
THIS DAY! THIS IS IT! IF YOU KNOW OF ANY OTHER 
CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT THAT IS REALLY FOLLOWING 
CHRIST‛S CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP—FORSAKING ALL, NOT 
SERVING MAMMON, GOING INTO ALL THE WORLD AND 
PREACHING THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE—SHOW‛M 

TO ME! I‛D SURE AS HELL LIKE TO SEE‛M! ‘CAUSE I WAS LOOKING FOR THEM FOR 40 YEARS 
AND NEVER DID FIND THEM! 

“WE‛RE STILL THE JESUS REVOLUTION!” 
(ML #1592, AUGUST 1983)

(DAD:) GOD HAS A LOT 
OF NEW METHODS FOR 
TODAY, A LOT OF THINGS 
THAT WOULD HAVE EVEN 
SHOCKED THE EARLY 
CHRISTIANS! GOD IS A 

LOT MORE MODERN TODAY THAN 
MOST PEOPLE GIVE HIM CREDIT FOR! 
GOD IS NOT A TRADITIONALIST, 
HE DOESN‛T HAVE TO STICK TO THE 
PAST. THE ONLY THING HE CARES 
ABOUT IS THE PRESENT AND THE 
FUTURE; THE PAST IS GONE.

snapshots
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THANK GOD HE‛S KEPT US SEPARATE FROM THE 
CHURCHES AND PREVENTED US FROM GETTING 
SUCKED INTO CHURCHIANITY! OR WE COULD 
HAVE TOTALLY LOST OUR IDENTITY AND 
OUR MISSION AND OUR MINISTRY AND OUR 
MESSAGE, LIKE THE JESUS PEOPLE. THEY GOT 
SUCKED RIGHT 
BACK INTO 
THE CHURCHES 
FROM WHICH 
THEY CAME. 

“COME ON MA!—BURN YOUR BRA!” 
(ML #286, DECEMBER 1973)

(DAD:) I DARE SAY IF YOU HAD BEEN 
ONE OF JESUS‛ DISCIPLES IN HIS 
DAYS HERE ON EARTH TRUDGING 

DOWN THE DUSTY ROADS BEHIND THIS 
REVOLUTIONARY REBEL OF HIS GENERA-
TION AND SLEEPING AS MANY AS 120 MEN 
AND WOMEN IN ONE ROOM AT A TIME, 
YOU WOULD HAVE FOUND MANY OF THE 
THINGS HE HAD TO SAY AND HIS RADICAL 
ACTIONS VERY HARD TO UNDERSTAND.

“YOU MUST EAT OF MY FLESH AND 
DRINK OF MY BLOOD OR YOU CAN 

HAVE NO PART IN ME,”

 IF YOU HAD BEEN THERE WHEN 
JESUS SAID TO THE MULTITUDE,

 I WONDER WHAT YOU 
WOULD HAVE DONE THEN?

THIS IS NO DAY FOR 
THE WEAK AND THE 
FEARFUL AND THOSE 
WHO ARE UNABLE TO 
BEAR THE MANY MORE 
THINGS THAT GOD NOW 
HAS TO SAY TO US 
IN THESE LAST DAYS 
WHEN HE MUST TELL 
US THE WHOLE TRUTH 
AND NOTHING BUT THE 
TRUTH, SO HELP US GOD!

snapshots
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“STRANGE TRUTHS!” 
(ML #360, JULY 1975)

(DAD:) I AND THE KIDS WERE WANDERING THROUGH A DESERT LOOKING 
FOR WATER WHEN SUDDENLY DOWN THIS HILL BEGAN TO TRICKLE A TINY 
LITTLE STREAM. WHEN WE GOT TO THE TOP OF THE HILL WE FOUND THIS 
HUGE SPRING, BIG ENOUGH FOR EVERYBODY TO SWIM IN THIS DELICIOUS 
CRYSTAL-CLEAR PURE WATER!

 THE KIDS WERE DIVING IN THE WATER FOR THESE BEAUTIFUL PRECIOUS GEMS AND 
COMING UP WITH THEM.

 ALL OF A SUDDEN SOME OF THE KIDS CAME YELLING EXCITEDLY AND SAID, “THERE ARE 
ALL KINDS OF FUNNY LITTLE CREATURES IN THE WATER!” 
 SOME OF THE 
VISITORS GOT 
REAL UPSET AND 
BEGAN TO LEAVE, 
SAYING THAT THE 
WATER WAS FOUL 
AND WASN‛T GOOD 
ANYMORE BECAUSE 
IT WAS FULL OF 
THESE LITTLE 
ANIMALS. I GOT A 
LITTLE CONCERNED 
ABOUT IT MYSELF 
AND I SAID, “WHERE 
ARE THEY COMING 
FROM? I‛M GOING TO 
SWIM OUT INTO THE 
SPRING AND SEE!” 

 I REMEMBER THINKING, 
“WELL, OUR WATER IS FROM GOD. 
HE GAVE US THIS WATER, SO 
THE LITTLE CREATURES MUST BE 
FROM GOD TOO AND GOOD FOR 
US!” 
 THESE ARE HIS STREAMS OF 
LIVING WATER, EVER FRESH AND 
NEW, PROVIDED FOR OUR THIRST 
AND STRENGTH, THE WORDS OF 
GOD, THE TRUTHS OF HIS SPIRIT 
AND HIS SPIRIT WORLD!

snapshots
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“WAR AND PEACE!” 
(ML #255, APRIL 1973)

(DAD:) THE BIBLE WAS ENOUGH IN ITS DAY. IT WAS ALL THE TRUTH 
THAT MAN NEEDED WHEN IT WAS FRESH AND NEW AND HAD JUST 
BEEN GIVEN BY THE PROPHETS, THE ORIGINAL PROPHETS, UNTIL 
IT WAS CONTORTED AND DISTORTED AND MISINTERPRETED AND 
MISTRANSLATED AND EVERYTHING BY THE PREACHERS! 

 ALTHOUGH THE BIBLE IS JUST AS NEW AND FRESH AND GOOD AS EVER TO 
US, IF WE CAN SWEEP AWAY ALL THIS FABRICATION OF MAN‛S GARBAGE AND 
GET BACK DOWN AND DELVE UNDERNEATH TO FIND THE FOUNDATIONS, THEN 
WE CAN SEE THE PLAN, HOW IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE.

IN THIS CASE I AM YOUR ARCHAEOLOGIST. WITH EVERY LETTER I‛M 
CLEARING AWAY THE CHURCH RUBBLE, GETTING RID OF MAN‛S DEBRIS, AND 
PUSHING ASIDE THE PREACHERS‛ LITTER, TO TRY TO UNCOVER FOR YOU ONCE 
AGAIN WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY SAYS AND MEANS, WHAT JESUS TAUGHT, 
AND HOW HE REALLY LIVED, AND WHAT THE DISCIPLES REALLY SHOWED, 
AND WHAT THEY WERE REALLY TRYING TO SHOW BY THEIR EXAMPLE. 

snapshots
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“THE WORD—OLD AND NEW!”
(ML #329, SEPTEMBER 1974)

(DAD:) IT‛S A DAMNABLE DOCTRINE OF 
CHURCH DEVILS TO CONFINE ALL THE TRUTH 
AND REVELATIONS OF GOD STRICTLY TO THE 
BIBLE! 

 TRUE PROPHECY WON‛T TEACH ANYTHING 
CONTRARY, BUT IT SURELY CAN FILL IN A LOT OF 
GAPS. LET ME TELL YOU, THERE WAS A TIME WHEN 
MOSES‛ AND DAVID‛S WRITINGS AND THE APOSTLES‛ 
AND PROPHETS‛ WRITINGS WERE NEW SCRIPTURES.
 EVEN JESUS WAS ADDING TO THE ALREADY 
GIVEN AND ACCEPTED SCRIPTURES, AND HE 
TOLD HIS FOLLOWERS, “I HAVE YET 
MANY THINGS TO SAY UNTO YOU, 
BUT YE CANNOT BEAR THEM 
NOW. HOWBEIT, ... THE 
SPIRIT ... WILL GUIDE 
YOU INTO ALL TRUTH” 
(JOHN 16:13).

“DAVID-DANIEL, TODAY‛S PROPHET!” 
(ML #1501, NOVEMBER 1981)

(DAD:) WE WORSHIP A VERY LIVE GOD WHO IS VERY LIVING AND TALKING AND 
STILL LIVING AND BREATHING AND TALKING AND COMMUNICATING WITH US AND 
TELLING US EVERYTHING WE NEED TO KNOW! 

IF THE CHURCH WAS GOING TO CONTINUE THROUGHOUT THE AGES WHICH 
WERE TO COME, AND THEY WERE GOING TO HAVE ALL OF THESE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT—
GIFTS OF PROPHECY, TONGUES, INTERPRETATION, WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE AND ALL OF 
THESE THINGS WHICH REQUIRED THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE VERY VOICE OF GOD—HOW 
DID THEY THINK THE CHURCH WAS GOING TO RECEIVE ALL THESE GIFTS AND HAVE THEM 
AND OPERATE WITH THEM WITHOUT GOD SPEAKING? HOW? IT‛S IMPOSSIBLE!

snapshots
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GOD DIDN‛T FORSAKE 
YOU! HE DIDN‛T GO OFF 
AND QUIT TALKING 
RIGHT NOW WHEN 
YOU NEED TO HEAR 
MOST OF ALL WHAT‛S 
HAPPENING RIGHT NOW 
AND TO UNDERSTAND IT 
AND BE PREPARED FOR IT 
AND TO KNOW HOW TO 
LIVE THROUGH IT AND 
SURVIVE IT! 

Wanted: Man with 
Crooked Legs and 
Hooked Nose
 The Bible doesn’t 
give much of a descrip-
tion of Paul. Indications 
about his physical ap-
pearance or handicaps 
are mainly found in 
these verses: 
 He had the same 
human weaknesses as 
everyone else: And I was 
with you in weakness, and 
in fear, and in much trem-
bling (1 Cor. 2:3).
 Not necessarily an el-
oquent speaker: And my 
speech and my preaching 
was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, 

but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power 
(1 Cor. 2:4).
 A good writer but poor 
speaker and not impressive: 
For his letters, say they, are 
weighty and powerful; but 
his bodily presence is weak, 
and his speech contemptible 
(2 Cor.10:10).
 Had poor eyesight: 
Where is then the blessed-
ness ye spake of? for I bear 
you record, that, if it had 
been possible, ye would have 
plucked out your own eyes, 
and have given them to me 
(Gal.4:15). Ye see how large 
a letter I have written unto 
you with mine own hand 
(Gal.6:11).

 However, the Apocrypha book “Acts 
of Paul and Thecla” which was written in 
the early 2nd Century A.D., and used as 
source for Paul’s looks in the movie Quo 
Vadis says of him: 
 And he saw Paul coming, a man of 
little stature, thin-
haired upon the 
head, crooked in 
the legs, of good 
state of body, 
with eyebrows 
joining, and nose 
somewhat hooked, 
full of grace: for 
sometimes he ap-
peared like a man, 
and sometimes he 
had the face of an 
angel.

snapshots/reading between the lines
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Notable Quotes: 
The Lord doesn’t usually 
look for natural ability in 
those He chooses to use.

 But the Lord said unto 
Samuel, “Look not on his coun-
tenance, or on the height of his 
stature; because I have refused 
him: for the Lord seeth not as 
man seeth; for man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.”

 He delighteth not in the 
strength of the horse: He taketh 
not pleasure in the legs of a 
man. The Lord taketh pleasure 

in them that fear Him, in those 
that hope in His mercy.—King 
David

 [The Lord values meek-
ness and fear of God more than 
strength:] To this man will I look, 
even to him that is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
My Word.

 For ye see your calling, 
brethren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, 
are called: But God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things 

of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; And 
base things of the world, and 
things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: That no 
flesh should glory in His pres-
ence.—The apostle Paul

(1 Samuel 16:7; Psalm 147:10–11; 

Isaiah 66:2b; 1 Corinthians 1:26–29)

(Xn: Verses taken from the sec-
tion “Natural Abilities, Gifts 
and Talents” in the Word Topics 
book. Read the remainder for a 
great refresher on how God can 
keep using you, flaws, natural 
abilities, and all!)

YOU CAN’T TRUST YOUR BEST FRIENDS [OR] YOUR 
FIVE SENSES. ONLY THE LITTLE VOICE INSIDE YOU 
MOST CIVILIANS DON’T EVEN HEAR. LISTEN TO THAT.“ ”(Jesus:) The theme that is repeated over and over 

that “nothing is as it seems” is a very good one for you, 
My special forces in spirit, to realize. You can’t put your 
faith, your belief, or your decisions in your senses, or 
your carnal reasoning.

In the case of the CIA recruits in this movie, they 
could try their best to read between the lines, to consider 
all the possibilities, or to determine through their training 
and their conscience what was right or true—but really 
when it came down to it, there was no foolproof method 
of certifying anything.

On the other hand, you have the ability to know for a 
fact what a person’s true intentions are, or what is truth 
in a confusing situation. You have My Word, My Spirit, 
My guidance through prophecy, the discerning power of 
the Holy Spirit and the power of the keys. With these by 
your side, you need never fear that you will find yourself 
in a situation where you are unable to determine truth 
from falsehood or be unsure of what is the right thing to 
do—for the Word, the keys, My voice and the Holy Spirit 
will guide you into all truth.

—Al Pacino, The Recruit
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ParableParable
 “How are your studies going?” 

the kindly professor asked Shanlee, 

as they walked together through the 

great pillared corridors of the 

School of Life.

 “Alright, I guess,” Shanlee replied hesi-
tantly.
 The professor raised his eyebrows in 
concern. Shanlee had always been an eager 
student, ready to learn new things and go 
new places, so the hesitation in her voice 
made him probe further.
 “But?” the professor asked.
 Shanlee cast a sidelong glance at her 
wise professor, thought for a moment, 
looked at her watch, and decided she had a 
minute to talk.
 “Well, it’s like this. I have so many ques-
tions. Like, I must have a good twenty 
questions a day, and nobody seems to have 
answers!”
 “Mmm, hmm?” the professor responded 
thoughtfully, his brow furrowed in deep 
thought. 
 Encouraged by his silence, Shanlee con-
tinued. “It frustrates me that almost everyone 
around me seems to be content with what’s 
already in the text books.
 “I m-m-ean”—Shanlee stammered, and 
looked at the professor again, suddenly real-
izing she was talking to the author of many 
of those books—”the books are helpful and 
all, and they contain a lot of answers, but 

THE PARABLE OF THE 
CURIOUS STUDENT 

(Told by Jesus)

somehow even when I read those answers, I 
get more questions about life!”
 Shanlee threw up her hands in hopeless-
ness.
 “Oh, but that’s not wrong,” the professor 
quickly responded, patting her arm gently. 
“The text books aren’t the be-all and end-all. 
In fact, the student who delves into them 
thoroughly should expect to think of more 
questions that need answers.”
 “Really?” Shanlee said in a slightly higher 
voice. She’d forgotten all about her next ap-
pointment now.
 “Oh certainly. To study and not have 
more questions denotes a student who has 
not really been absorbing the lessons.”
 Shanlee sat down on a stone bench be-
tween two massive pillars. She looked out 
over hedges and rose bushes, but her soul 
felt anything but the calm she usually found 
from being near her favorite garden.
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 The professor sat down next to Shanlee, 
and waited with expectant silence.
 “So that means I’m supposed to walk 
around like one big question mark all the 
time? Where’s the joy in that?”
 She grimaced at the thought of morph-
ing into a punctuation mark.
 “Ah, my bright student, but the books 
are peppered with the answer to that ques-
tion. Surely you never read that you were 
supposed to stew in unanswered questions 
forever?”
 Shanlee was definitely listening now. 
 The professor continued. “You know, 
child, that you are welcome to approach me 
at any time when you have a question. I’ve 
made that clear in so many things I’ve writ-
ten!”
 Shanlee looked down, blushing a little 
with shame.
 “Okay then, Professor, you got me. You 
did promise that. But this school is so big, 
and I don’t always get time to talk to you 
personally. To be honest, whenever I finally 
catch my breath from running between 
classes, and then get some time to talk to 
you, my mind goes completely blank.”
 The professor nodded sympathetically.
 “The hundreds of questions that have 
been plaguing me are like little children 
who’ve all decided to play hide-and-seek. I’m 
the finder and I can’t for the life of me find 
them anywhere!”

 “That is a problem,” the professor re-
sponded.
 There was silence for a space, and as 
Shanlee reflected further, she began to 
remember the many writings in which 
the professor urged his students to ask fur-
ther questions and by so doing, apply the 
broader principles to one’s personal life. She 
swallowed hard as she realized that had she 
asked more questions, she would have been 
able to avoid this quandary she now found 
herself in.
 She was startled from her musings by the 
voice of the professor.
 “Yours is not as rare a dilemma as you 
might think, you know,” he said. “It’s one of 
the most important lessons in these great 
halls, not to let the questions build up to 
where you either forget them, or feel too 
overwhelmed to ask them all.”
 The professor looked out at the garden 
thoughtfully, then continued, “Today I have 
two special gifts for you.”
 He reached into his pocket and with-
drew two keys. They looked quite ordinary, 
but when he placed them into Shanlee’s 
hand, they took on a soft glow and changed 
from their very ordinary brass color to a ce-
lestial white.
 Shanlee looked at them curiously, ex-
cited by the thought of these gifts, yet un-
sure what they might be useful for besides 
perhaps ornaments in her room.
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 “This key,” the professor began, point-
ing to one of the keys Shanlee held, “is very 
special. By keeping it close to you and using 
it, you will learn to long for and seek the 
answers, rather than dwelling on the ques-
tions. It will help you not to hesitate to ask 
me as soon as you have a question, but it will 
give you faith to ask me the very same day 
in your scheduled time with me.”
 Shanlee nodded soberly. She knew it 
wasn’t a lack of time with the professor, 
since he was available every single day the 
moment she sought him out. She looked at 
the first key and knew she would cherish it.
 “The second key is also very special,” 
the professor continued. “It is a key that will 
help you to build good habits of recording 
the questions that you have so that they can 
be properly answered. It will show you how 
to find the answers as well, and will help you 
to dig through the textbooks for the already 
recorded answers, and then it will help you 
to remember to ask me the questions on 
your mind and heart.”
 “This key has much in it that I can’t de-
scribe now, because it works with you and 
helps you to build the habits that will help 
you most. Perhaps it will help you to build 
the habit of writing down your questions in 

a notebook every time you have one—no 
matter how small or large the question. 
Then, it will help you build the habit of us-
ing a little of your scheduled time with me 
each day or each week to go through that 
notebook and ask me the questions you’ve 
written down, and receive my answers.”
 “Oh gosh, Professor!” Shanlee exclaimed, 
and she threw her arms around his neck. 
 The professor chuckled and patted her 
back. When Shanlee looked at his face again 
there were a couple of tears in his wise old 
eyes.
 “Professor, have I made you sad?” Shanlee 
asked in concern.
 “It’s not you,” the professor said softly, his 
eyes still resting on the greenery. “I’m glad 
you came to me and allowed me to give you 
these keys.”
 Shanlee nodded and held the keys to her 
chest, where they warmed her. 
 The professor continued. “I hear so many 
questions echoing in the minds of the thou-
sands of students who walk these halls, and 
the frustrations and confusions those ques-
tions create. But too easily some students 
will assume there is no answer to a difficult 
question. They can then come to me that 
very same day and pretend they’re not curi-
ous about anything new. The problem is that 
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Notable Quote: (Mama:) The Lord is constantly speaking to us all and trying to guide us with His whispers. If we’ll just be 
faithful to take the time to be quiet before Him and let Him speak to us, He’ll faithfully and lovingly lead us in the way we 

should go. Please take time with Him in quietness and confidence, 
and you’ll not miss those marvelous “treasures of 

darkness and hidden riches of secret places” 
that He longs to give to you too! 

(ML #3015:57, July 1995)

the student has actually forgotten the ques-
tion that had been weighing on the mind so 
shortly beforehand.”
 The professor sighed, then patted 
Shanlee’s hand. He smiled at her, with a twin-
kle in his eye. “A question cannot be answered 
unless it is asked. Remember that, Shanlee.”
 “I will,” she nodded vigorously, making a 
mental note to share this special encounter 
with her closest friends. They both rose and 
Shanlee looked at her watch to discover that 
very little time had passed. She waved good-
bye to her professor, explaining the appoint-
ment she had to be at, and he waved her off 
kindly.
 She sprinted off down the pillared hall, 
when she heard the professor’s voice again.
 “Oh! Shanlee?”
 “Yes?” She turned around and looked back.
 He smiled and said, “Tell your friends I 
have more of those keys for them, if they 
just ask Me for them.”

 “I will!” Shanlee said, patting the pocket 
in which she had placed her own treasured 
gifts. She turned and sprinted off down the 
hall again.  
 Exuberance filled her like the air rushing 
in and out of her lungs and she just had to 
sing. She made up a tune as she raced along:

Oh come one and all, questions, doubts,
And conundrums without end,

I have the cure for the sleepless nights
That you cause for me and my friends.

Yes, two keys lie within my reach,
To unlock all the questions within.
Frustration, adieu, and joy, hello!

I’ve found the Answer Man!

 The old professor looked down the hall 
at the receding figure of his bright student 
and chuckled. There was yet hope for hap-
piness in these halls of learning so long as 
those keys were used.
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(Jesus:) Does that scenario sound familiar? Can you 
relate to any part of it? See how this one had those 

thoughts, the temptations to think that the lives 
you read about in the magazines, see in the 

movies and hear about are so much more 
“blessed” than yours, so much easier, and 

that you’d be much better off living 
a life like that. Those temptations 
are common to man. I don’t think 

badly of you for feeling that you want a 
change, that you want to take the “easy” 

path. But the way of the transgressor is 
very hard. And, if you were to ask any of 

those folks if they’re really, truly happy—and 
if they were honest with you—the inevitable an-

swer would be, “NO!” because those things do not 
bring happiness. 
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it would be so cool!

What if I was an engineer, a 
CEO of a multi-million dollar 

corporation, a model, 

that and the other, 

What if I was an engineer, a CEO of a multi-million dollar corporation, a model, 
or an actor? What if I could go anywhere and do anything without ever 
having to worry about the price? What if I won a million dollars and went on 

vacation? … Or, hmm, what could I do with a million dollars? I’d buy this and 

it would be so cool!
…Oh! What have I been doing? 
Lord, please help me to focus 
on You, Your love and what 
Your will for my life is. 
I know that You have 
called me to serve 
You and this is the way 
that You want me to do 
it. So therefore, this is 
where I will find the 
most fulfillment and 
happiness. 
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—I could be selfish, 
I wouldn’t have to 
sacrifice—even 
what I’m saying now 
about that kind of 
life is so deluded! 
That’s what the 
Enemy wants me to 
think, but it’s just 
the bait that he’s 
using to pull me 
away from what 
You want me to do. 
Help me to stay 
true to You and 
to Your calling 
for me. Keep my 
mind stayed on 
You. 

would be 
so easy—
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Notable Quote: (Jesus:) You give to Me, and I give back to you much 
more in return—those things which money cannot buy, which works 
cannot gain, which striving cannot bring. These are gifts of My love 
and My Spirit which are only received through giving—giving of 
yourself to Me, obedience to My Spirit, and doing that which I ask of 
you. (“Fight to Win!” ML #3457:89)

(*Xn: The text file of Daily 

Bread 14—lots of great 
Letters—can be found on the 

Members Only site under 

Pubs/Daily Breads.)
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them with new challenges and a renewed vision. I 
can do this. It is a very small thing for Me. All you 

need is the faith to ask Me to do it and I will. It’s 
just that simple. 

So if you’re finding yourself in a fix and 
you are starting to feel unchallenged, 

bored, and dissatisfied, call out to Me and ask 
Me for a solution and I’ll give it to you!—It’s just that 

simple. 

Mr. W., now that you’re a 
household name, you must be 
the happiest man in the world. 

Would you like to share 
any thoughts on your 
rise to fame and fortune? 

Yeah, here’s a thought: I wish everyone would 

leave me alone. Everybody just wants to take 

from me, and nobody can tell me how to be 

really happy. 
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