attempt to improve yourself. But thisisafalse
notion, because he that compares himself
amongst others is not wise. It wastes time and
causes discomfort of the soul.

87.Instead, appreciatethegood and talents
in others. And when you're tempted to com-
pare, rather pray for themthat | may continueto
usethem and cause themto grow and beabless-
ing. But don’t then turnto yourself and fall prey
to the Devil’s hopel essness that you can never
belikethem. It’struethat you will never belike
them, becauseyou areyou. I’ vemadeyou likel
havebecause| loveyou. | havewonderful things
in store for you! (End of message from Jesus.)

[l Less Important? Think Again!

88. (Jesusspeaking:) Don’t compar eyour -
self with the next person and start thinking
that they must bebetter than you, becauseit’s
not true! In My eyes, you're terrific! You're
wonderful! | love you and | think you're just
the greatest! You're My children, My mission-
arieson thefield, and to Me there’ sno one bet-
ter than My missionarieswho arewilling to lay
down their livesto preach the Gospel no matter
what the cost.

89. Don’t look at thegiftsand talentsthat
I’ vegiven toothersand compar e, but thank Me
for what I’ vegiven you, and dotheimportant job
that I’ ve given you to do. Don't think that your
gifts are small and unimportant compared to
those around you. Don't fret or worry because
your gifts are less showy. As you quietly go
about your duties, busily and faithfully tending
to your household, you will see the reward of
your labors. You will see that that which you
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thought was small isgreat in My sight, for | see
things differently than you do. Sometimes the
smallest things are so valuable and important
to Me.

90.1 am aFather wholoveseach of My chil-
drenjust asmuch, and yet each in adifferent
way. Each one of you is specia in My eyes.
Each one of you is precious to Me and has a
specia placein My Kingdom. Though My love
for each of you isjust as great, your jobs and
ministries and callings are different.—Just as
the body has many members, who accomplish
many different jobs, yet they all work together
in unity and coordination.

91. Doesthehand fedl bad that it isnot the
leg? Dothefeet feel bad that they arenot the
head? No, | say to you that each member is
needed and important. For without any one of
these members, the body cannot work together
in unity and coordination. Each of your differ-
ent jobs and ministries are needed. Don't feel
bad that one cannot be as another, or that one
cannot do what another does.

92. You areMy children,and | haveaspe-
cial plan for each of you. You'reall apart of My
Family, and you’ reall co-workers, fellow labor-
ers. One plows the ground, another sows the
seed, and another waters. But as you work to-
gether inlove, unity, harmony, and cooperation,
| will blessyou. | will givetheincrease, and My
blessings will abound and flow down on you.
Therefore work together in love and unity. Be
thankful one for another, and know that | love
each and every one of you just as much. (End
of message from Jesus.)
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Believe that | have formed you just as you
ought to be and given you all that | want you
to have at this time; that | love you perfectly

just as you are, and that you bring great
pleasure to Me!



B Keys to Victory series

Jewels on Comparing

By Maria

Dear Family,

OMPARING! It'ssomething that almost

everyoneisfaced with at sometimeinlife.
People comparefor different reasonsand to dif-
ferent degrees. Some people have just one
“trouble ared’ that they struggle with—some-
thing they don’t like about themselves that's a
minor battlefromtimetotime. Othersarechronic
comparers and negative thinkers who con-
stantly battle with feeling that others are more
talented, better looking, have more privileges,
and on it goes. Whatever the case, though, the
Lord isableto help you overcome thisterrible
battle and mindset that can steal away your joy
andfulfillmentinlife.

2. ThisGN includesa collection of short
propheciesand excer ptsof propheciesthat were
received for individualswho havebattled com-
paring—including people in our Home, and
otherswho have written me sharing their battles
with feeling inadequate or inferior in someway.

Maria #557 CM/FM 3326 12/00

have been along timein the making, and you're
apart of amagnificent, vast, overall plan. You
can't seethat plan, but | can. You can’t see how
beautifully you fit in with the overall fabric of
life and the balance of the universe, but | can.
Someday you'll seeit too, and you’ll see how
perfectitall is. Someday you'll be ableto fully
drink in the beauty of it and marvel together
with Meat how wonderfully it all cametogether.

5.1'lovevariety! That’swhy | madeevery-
one so different. There's nobody in the world
just like you, and that's one of thethings| like
most about you. | went out of My way to make
lifedifferent for everybody, in every way—their
looks, their feelings, their talents, their relation-
ships—and to ensure that no two peopleturned
out just the same in every way, because | enjoy
the variety. You can learn to enjoy it too, if you
don't already.

WEe' ve touched on the subject of comparing in
previous GNs, but the Lord has given many
wonderful jewels on it and | want to share as
many of them as possible with you.

3. ThisGN will bethefirst on thetopic,
and thenext onein thisserieswill contain more
specific and detailed propheciesfurther ad-
dressingtheinsand outsof comparing. | pray
that al these wonderful Words from the Lord
areablessing to those of you who strugglewith
comparing in whatever form or to whatever de-
gree you do. He loves you so much, and so do
Peter and I!

Love, Mama

[l You’re Special
4. (Jesusspeaking:) A long, long timeago,
in arealm not asfar away asyou think, | set

Contents

You're SpeCial ....ocevveeeiiiiieiiie e 2
Unique giftsand talents ............cccocceveiiineenne 3
ThiNGS €VEN OUL .....coveviieeeieee e 3
Wanttobe free? ... 4
The trust factor .........cccoevevieniiiiiicee e 4
QUItSLrUglNgG ...evvveeviieeeeee e 5
Of ministries and positions... .......c.ccccceeevnneen. 6
Ofaccomplishments... .....cccccocvvveviiieeccnnnn. 7
TrY itiNTEVEISE c.evvviiviiiee e 7
What others think ..........ccocoociiiiiiiiiiniienn. 7
Of circumstances and situations.... ............... 8
It's betweenyouand Me .........cccceeeevevineenns 8
Of beauty and body... ......cccoevviieriniiiennnnn. 9
The O J-0-Y KEY ...oooviiviiiiieiie e 10
When WitnesSiNg... ..cccvevvveeiriieesiee e 10
He happens to want you that way .............. 1
Of favoritism ... ..ccoccveiciiiiic e 1
Don'tgetittwisted ........cccooveveviiieeiiiiiennnen, 1
Less important? Thinkagain ............c..cc....... 12

thisvast universein motion. You and your life

Copyright © 2001 by The Family

the other, whether he or she seemslittle or great.
(End of message from Jesus.)

[] He Happens to Want You

That Way!

79. (Dad speaking:) | know that you think
you'renot anything special—not very smart,
not very gifted, not very talented—and often-
timesyou wonder what you'reeven doing being
a shepherd. But thisis a case where the Lord
took the handmaiden of low degree and has
raised her up, honored her, and anointed her.
You' re an example that the Lord can take weak
things and make them strong; that He can take
little girls and make them beautiful, powerful
women of God, leaders, shepherdesses, and
prophetesses for His Kingdom.

80. Oneof your strengthsisthevery fact
that you feel soweak and you don’t know what
to do. You don't fedl strong in yourself, so you
look to the Lord, and you pray and you counsel
with those around you. Because you don’t feel
self-confident and you don'’t feel like you know
what to do, it makes you more desperate in the
spirit. That makes you a more yielded vessdl,
and it makes you a better leader and shepherd-
ess. It makesyou agood sampleto those around
you—to your fellow leaders and to your flock.
Then, of course, becauseyou’ relooking so much
to the Lord, and praying and seeking His face
and Hiswill, thisgivesall theglory tothe Lord.

81. Don’t worry, Honey, if you fed weak, or
you don't feel astalented or asgood aleader as
others, or asstrong asothers, or as charismatic,
or asgifted in someways. Don’t worry one bit,
because the L ord made you exactly asyou need
to be, with gifts of sensitivity and humility, and
the desire to call out to Him and look to Him.
(End of message from Dad.)

[] Of Favoritism ...

82. (Jesus speaking:) You’'vemadeMea
proud Father, and you are My favoritechild.
Each of My childrenis My favorite, for | don't
rate My children and My brides in a way that

you could comprehend. You are each My rarest
and most priceless jewel. You are all My most
precious bride. | could find no one better than
you, for in your own special way you are each
My favorite and My dearest, and | love each of
you the most. | love none less. | love you all
differently, yet the most you could ever be
loved.

83. Thereisno comparing of My love. |
don’t love one person more than another, and |
don’t carefor one morethan another. | plan each
of your lives differently, and the things you go
through aretailor-made for each of you, because
| want you to have what's best.

84.Don’t fedl that you' rebeing passed by,
left behind, or brushed aside. Thiswill never be
the case. My hand is on each of your livesand
I know each of you. My plan for you will be
fulfilled. | will never pass you by, brush you
aside, or leave you behind. Although you may
feel that way at the moment, it's only because
you don't see the whol e picture; you don’'t see
the future. (End of message from Jesus.)

[| Don’t Get It Twisted

85. (Jesusspeaking:) In away, comparing
fallsunder your battleswith negativethink-
ing, but in another way it’ sa separ atelesson.
Honey, sometimes you believe that this is a
good thing, because at least you’re not lifting
yourself upin pride. But it'snot agood thing at
all, because when you compare negatively with
others, you'retelling Methat you’ re not thank-
ful for how I’ve made you, for the giftsand tal-
ents that 1've given you, and the tokens of My
love that | send you each day. Of course you
can’'t be perfect in every way. Of course you
can’'t measure up to every single person in the
Home. That's because | made you to be you—
not someone else.

86. Comparing isa device of the Enemy
that hinder sand squelchesone’ sgrowth. When
you compareyourself to other people, the Devil
tries to make it seem useful or helpful, telling
you that you'redoing it in anoble cause, in an
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My garden | have roses, tulips, and various
other kinds of flowers. | aso have beautiful wild
flowersthat blow in the wind and give so much
joy and pleasure to those around them.

71. Your yieldednesstoyour special call-
ingand your special placein My gar den iswhat
makes you beautiful. Don’'t compare with the
beauty of the other flowers in My garden, but
know that | have made all things beautiful. You
are beautiful asyou shinewith My light, asyou
yield to Me and let My Spirit shine through
you. Some may have more natural beauty than
othersinthe eyesof man, but without My Spirit,
even those with natural beauty would fade and
not have the attractiveness and drawing power
of My Spirit and My light that shines through
the eyes of one who is totally yielded to Me,
one who shines with My love.

72. Asyou let thebeauty of My Spirit enter
mor efreely and fully intoyour heart and your
life, this beauty will glow in the eyes of those
that behold you. They will see My beauty and
My love. (End of message from Jesus.)

[] The OF J-0-Y Key

73. (Jesusspeaking:) | havegiven youthe
giftsof friendship, cheerfulness, and beinga
help and blessingto others. Thank Mefor these
giftsand allow Meto usethemto thefull. Don’t
let your usefulness, cheerfulness, thoughtful-
ness, or outgoing concern for others be de-
pleted because of looking toward yourself,
thinking about yourself, dwelling on your own
problemsand needs, or comparing yourself with
others, for this takes away from your joy, your
exuberance, and your bubbly nature.

74. Think on Meand on thosear ound you.
Look out for them and their needs, and see how
you can be a blessing and how you can fill a
need, and with this, | will fill yours—your need
for challenge, fulfillment, excitement, growth,
work that you enjoy, friendships and relation-
ships. Seek Meand My Kingdom first, and seek
to beablessing to your Family. Asyou do these
things, | will reward you and blessyou with joy

and peace, and | will greatly diminish these
battles of comparing and envy, these feelings
of inadequacy and being discouraged about
yourself and the way I've made you and the
way you are.

75. Learntoaccept theway I’ vemadeyou
and theway you are—tobethankful and grate-
ful for it. You should not only be thankful for
how I’ ve made you, the way |’ ve brought you
along, and the many blessings I’ ve given you,
but you should turn around and learn how to
make these blessings a blessing to others as
well. (End of message from Jesus.)

[l When Witnessing...

76. (Jesus speaking:) Each team should
operateaccordingtotheir own faith. Let there
not be comparison, looking to what others have
done, but simply walk in faith on the path along
which youwill bear much fruit. Some |l will lead
to many; othersmay only spendtimewith aselect
few. But who is anyone to judge which of you
hasdonethe greater servicefor Me? Follow asl
lead each of you individually.

77.1 look on your heart and seethelove
that istherefor Meand for My sheep, for those
who do not know Meyet. Lift upyour eyesand
look on the harvest—the sheep, the lost who
needto hear of My loveand My salvation. Keep
your eyes on the mission and it will keep your
eyes off comparing with others and what they
dofor Me. I do not judge you against each other,
to see who can distribute more, who can speak
more el ogquently, or who can more easily speak
to strangers. | look at your heart. What joy |
find in seeing your lovefor Me manifest by your
reaching out to the lost!

78. Inyour testifying, lift Meup and glo-
rify M e. Each team and each person will havea
testimony of My love being made manifest in
their life, and of how My loveand My Spirit and
My voice have provided for them, havefulfilled
their needs and the needs of those they minis-
ter to. Each will be ableto testify, but each tes-
timony will be different. Oneis not better than
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6.Haven't | told you that | loveeach of you
asif you werethe only person in the world?
You must not listen to the Enemy, who seeksan
inroad in your life, making you look negatively
at yourself and focus on your failings and your
shortcomings and what you think is your less-
than-perfect body, abilities, strong points, or
personality. What indeed is perfect? | havefash-
ioned and formed you as | have formed every
one whom | have put on this Earth—as an im-
perfect being, yet abeautiful one. All havesinned
and fallen short of My glory, yet | love them
with a perfect love and passion. | know what's
best for everyone. | create balance.

7.You areindeed preciousin My sight, and
you will seethat | will beableto useyou mor eif
you don’t compare—if you don’t have your
mind on what you don’t have that others do, or
dwell on how you are different from them. Be
thankful for how I’ ve madeyou. Glorify Mewith
your body, for itisMine. | can use anything. If
you were perfect, you would have no need for
Me. You wouldn’t have a broken heart. You
would have no need for others. Trust Mein al
that | do. Don't think of yourself; don’t com-
pare. Think not of what you lack, but think only
of Me. Only thenwill | be ableto useyouto the
utmost. (End of message from Jesus.)

[| Unique Gifts and Talents

8. (Jesusspeaking:) I’ vegiven each of My
children gifts, and they arespecial toMe. These
gifts that I’ ve given are not to be compared to
each other, for they are precious gifts from Me
to each one of My children. Each of these gifts
givesthem a special link to Me. You should not
look on the gifts of another nor envy them, but
rather look on the gifts that | have given you
that make you specia to Me.

9. Comfort your self, knowing that | be-
stowed on you those special giftsthat | chose
just for you. Usethose giftsto glorify Meinthe
special way that | want you to.

10.1 madeyou and created you asa special,
uniquevessel. You are acreation of My choos-
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ing, a creature of My forming, a vessel fit to
fulfill My plan. Despisenot theway | madeyou,
and question not why | made you thus, for |
made you as | would have you to be. The gifts
and talents that you have, though they’re not
the outward or showy kind, are very needed for
the running of My Kingdom.

11.1 want you tobehappy and rg oiceinthe
beauty, theper sonality, and thetalents|’ vegiven
you. For asyou enjoy them and rejoicein them,
they become all the more splendid. But when
you worry, when you doubt, when you com-
pare, when you fear, the beauty beginsto fade;
the gifts and abilities don’t have the chance to
perform as freely, as creatively, as effectively,
and the personality loses color.

12. In sports, everyoneknowstheir limita-
tions. Thetennisplayer doesn’ttry to beamara-
thon runner, and basketball playersdon’t try to
do gymnastics. You find out what you' re gifted
inand what talentsand strengths |’ ve given you,
and then you exercisethose. A baskethall player
might watch agymnast and say, “Amazing! I'd
liketodothat!” But evenif they put onaleotard
and learn how to do a cartwheel, they’ re most
likely never going to be a gymnast, no matter
how hard they work at it, unless they're aso
gifted in that way.

13. You havetofind your own strengths,
what | havebestowed on you, becauseyou stand
alonebeforeMe. | don't compare you with any-
one else. Others have different limitations,
strengths, and weaknesses. What | take into
account is what people have done with their
strengths and their weaknesses.

14. Tofind out what you dobest, you haveto
ask your Maker—M el (End of message from
Jesus.)

[l Things Even Out

15. (Dad speaking:) TheL ord dealsdiffer-
ently with each of us, and sometimeswhat’s
good for oneper sonisnot good for another. So
we can’t compare and wonder why some people
seem to have it so easy, while others suffer so.




ThelLordisfair and just, and most importantly,
He'sloving, and it al balances out in the end.
(End of message from Dad.)

16. (Jesus speaking:) You' ve been looking
at theholeinyour lifeinstead of thedonut, and
inthelivesof other syou’ veseen only thedonut
and not the hole. But al have both, My love.
Look not at what others have. Or if you must
look at what they have, then look deeply, and
you'll also seethat al hurt, all suffer, al have
pain in oneform or another.

17. You know othershaveit hard tooand
that nobody hasaperfect life, sojust keep re-
minding yourself of that. Maybe they have
something you want, but maybe you have some-
thing they want. Maybe they have something
very special, but maybe they had to go through
awholelot of waiting to get it—maybe longer
than you'll have to wait!

18. People often want what someoneelse
has, but they only seethesilver lining, theben-
efits, theadvantages. They don’t see the sacri-
fices and hard decisions that made others what
they are and prepared them for their place of
service. With the crown comesthe cross. | have
made your cross, as | have everyone else’s,
tailored just for you, just what | know you can
take and what will make you into what | need
you to be. But often people envy the crown and
the glory so much that they neglect to see the
cross, which is the sacrifice that fitted the per-
son for the crown.

19. Don't compar etheway that I’ ve sup-
plied theneed of onetotheway that I’ ve sup-
plied theneed of ancther, for | haveapurposein
all that I do. You can cometo Me, ask Me, and
seek Me, and | will show you the purpose and
the reason that | placed you where | did. (End
of message from Jesus.)

[l Want To Be Free?

20. (Jesus speaking:) No matter what you
haveor don’t have, ther€ salwaysgoingtobe
something you wish you had or didn’t have.
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That’slife! But it doesn't haveto besuch abig
part of life. Life can be beautiful, fulfilling, and
satisfying, even if you don’t have all you wish
you had and aren’t all you wish you were.

21. These negative thoughtsabout your -
self and negative comparisonswith othersare
chains and bonds, My love, and | seek to re-
leaseyou fromthemif youwill let Me. I’'m here
now, waiting to remove them, to pull them off
your body and spirit, and set you free.

22.1 longto set you free, for | want you to
be happy. | want you to partake of My full joy.
But there are some things you need to do in
order to receivethisfreedom—the main one be-
ing to simply accept that you are who and what
| want you to be, and that you have the gifts,
talents, blessings and attributes that | want and
need you to have. You'redoingthejob I’ vecalled
you to do and filling the need I’ ve chosen you
tofill.

23.1fyou don't likethingsabout your sdif,
don’t worry; | can remakethem asyou give
yourself toMe. For I’'vemadeyou asyou are, a
preciousvessel that can be so wonderfully used,
and is so wonderfully used. Just come to Me
and lie with Me each day and love Me and give
yourself toMe, and | will take all theseanxieties,
fears, doubts, and worries and wash them away,
for | love you dearly. (End of message from
Jesus.)

[l The Trust Factor

24. (Jesus speaking:) Believethat | have
formed you just asyou ought to beand given
you all that | want you to haveat thistime; that
| love you perfectly just as you are, and that
you bring great pleasure to Me.

25.Believethat | amin control and trust
M efully, without questioning, complaining, or
wishingfor thingstobebetter or different. Let
go of comparing. Accept theway |’ ve madeyou,
thetalents|’ ve given you, and everything about
yourself, and make the best of it—instead of
being bitter or rebellious against Me because you
think you’ d be better off if I’d done differently.

erty to make choices within My will, without
worrying about what others think and without
comparing yourself with others.

63. Just look at it asyou and Me. Don’t
compareyour work or lifewith that of others.
Look at it asaroad I’'m taking your life down
and progress that you are making. Others are
making progress, and each one is advanced in
some ways and behind in others; and the more
you get to know them, the more you'll see that
in some ways you’'re ahead and in other ways
you're behind. But as long as you' re seeking
Me and striving with all your heart to receive,
believe and obey My Words, you're each go-
ing at the pace that | have for you, learning the
things | have for you, and acquiring or using
the gifts | have for you. (End of message from
Jesus.)

64. (Spirit helper speaking:) The Lord
doesn’t compar eyou with anybody else, and you
shouldn’t either! You should only compare or
measure yourself against your progressin ful-
filling the Lord'splan for your life—the special
place of servicethat He hascalled you to, which
isdifferent for everybody. That’stheonly thing
you should measure yourself by—how you are
as opposed to how the Lord wants you to be or
what Hewantsyou to do. (End of message from
spirit helper.)

[] of Beauty and Body...
65. (Jesus speaking:) When | look upon

you, My creation, | seebeauty. Takecareof this
temple of your body, for itisMine. Don’t abuse
it. Don't put it down. When a man loves a
woman, he sees only beauty. You are My bride
and | see only beauty.

66. There's such a variety of tastes and
preferences, and it’sreally different strokes
for different folkswhen it comesto defining
beauty. Some men like one type of shape on a
girl, and others like something completely dif-
ferent. Others appreciate it al and enjoy the
variety. Many aman will testify that whilein his
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youth he may have had some standard of what
he thought to be beautiful or perfect, ashegrew
and matured he cameto redizethat every woman
has something beautiful and wonderful about
her—different, but beautiful.

67.1t’ ssad when you think you’ renot beau-
tiful or handsomejust because something about
you isso different from someone elsewhoyou
per ceiveto begood looking. Each personisat-
tractive in some way, and you should not think
of yourself asbeing more or less attractive than
others. Everyone has something special about
them, and everyoneisgoingto, at sometimein
their life, find a person who appreciates them
for their unigueness, for something they have
that no one else hasin just the same way. (End
of message from Jesus.)

68. (Dad speaking:) Becausebeauty isseen
sodifferently Herethan it isviewed on Earth,
many peoplewill besurprised to seewhen they
get Herethat not everyoneisthin or dender or
hasthe" perfect” body shape. Just likethereare
different colorsof eyes, hair, and skin, thereare
also different body shapes. There are sometall
and some short. There are somethin, some me-
dium, and some what you would call “ perfect”
proportions according to earthly standards. But
you'd be surprised to see how many are just
likeyou!

69. Heaven isperfect, but perfect doesn’t
mean that everyonehasahe-man build or per-
fect female hour glass shape. Heavenisperfect
becauseit has beauty of all kinds. Beauty inthe
Lord’s eyes, and mine too, is to have variety
and many shapes and sizes, because each has
its own beauty, although that is hard for some
people to understand. (End of message from
Dad.)

70. (Jesus speaking:) You are special to
Me—avery special flower in My garden. | made
you just asyou are. | loveyou just asyou are. |
beg you not to make the mistake of comparing
yourself with the other flowersinthe garden. In



My love and their love. Don’'t doubt it because
you feel that they would love you more if you
were better in some way, for you are you. You
are aunique individual of My making and My
love, and how | love you!

56. You arebound with prideregardingthe
opinions of your matesand co-workers. You
think what they think of you isof utmost import-
ance, more so than what | may have to say or
think of you. Youthink of yourself asmorelowly
than them, and think you have to prove some-
thing or try to remain on alevel they will re-
spect. But therereally isno reason for this. They
think you're a wonderful vessel of usefulness
to Me.

57. Soyour tryingtoattain to somelevel of
respectability isreally not aworthy goal. | see
you doing this throughout the day. Every time
someone actsin away that you admire, you put
yourself down, and thus aren’'t giving Me the
glory for what I’ m doing through them, neither
for the vessel that |’ ve made you and want you
to be. Comparing so much with othersisagreat
hindranceto | etting My Spirit flow freely through
you. (End of message from Jesus.)

[] Of Circumstances

And Situations...

58. (Dad speaking:) Until you can learnto
behappy in any situation, you won’t beableto
be happy even in asituation that you think is
just right. Happiness doesn’t come because of
the situation—it comes from inside, and from
the Lord. So if you wonder why you go from
one situation to another and al of them seem
inherently flawed, it's because the Lord wants
you to learn not to depend on circumstances.
He wants to show you that you can be happy
anywhere, if you accept His will for you and
allow yourself to be content with what He's
given you.

59. Tofed discontent about something that
you can and should change, likeabad habit or
har mful weakness, isonething, because some-
timesit spursyou on towant todo better. But to

feel discontent about something that is God-
given, likeyour innermost nature or some physi-
cal characteristic which is unchangeable, or
some situation which may be difficult but where
the Lord placed you, well, that's not the Lord;
that’s the Enemy. Because al that the Lord has
given you, He wants you to be happy with. A
real key to life—to enjoying life and helping
others to enjoy it with you—is contentment.

60. Whenyou'restuck inasituationthat’s
not toyour liking, you’ [l beamazed sometimes
at what a little positiveness can do. It's only
natural to see all the things that are wrong with
it, and to remember al thetimesyou had it bet-
ter, or to look at those who seem to have it bet-
ter, but you're not going to be happy that way.
| can promise you, though, that you will be
happy if you decide that you're going to be
happy and thankful for what you have rather
than dwelling on what you don’'t have. It's a
law of the spirit. Although it may not seemlogi-
cal, itworks.

61. You becomewhat you speak, and when
you look for what you can appreciateabout a
situation and praiseit and extol thevirtuesof
it, thethingsthat you don’t likeabout it fade
into the background. It's not that things get
perfect overnight if you focus on the good in-
stead of the bad. The circumstances may not
changeabit. Butif you change, it will beasif the
circumstances have too, because the way you
perceive them will be different. So much com-
paring takes place because of people’s percep-
tion—or should | say lack of perception—about
adituation. Remember that theway you see some-
thing and the way it is could be two different
things. If you try to see a situation differently,
you can thus make it become different. (End of
message fromDad.)

[l It’s Between You and Me

62. (Jesusspeaking:) Becauseyou'rebound
in theflesh, you havethe comparisonsof the
flesh. But | am trying to teach you to live more
in the spirit and give you the freedom and lib-

26. These“ old clothes’ havebeen holding
you back. It's excess baggage. And while
you'vetried to put on your armor and fight, ina
way it'slike you' ve been fighting under water,
and your every move has been hampered or
hindered to some extent, because you haven’t
been willing to fully let go, to really believe,
trust, accept and yield.

27.When you ar etempted to compar ewith
other shecauseyou think they aremor e beau-
tiful, more talented, have better personalities,
or arefarther along spiritually and other people
seem to like them more or love them more, do
not feel bad. Accept the gifts| havegiven others
and be thankful for them, not envious, knowing
that | have given you many gifts as well. As
you thank Me and praise Me for the way I've
made you and accept that | do all things well,
then you will have victory.

28.What isit toyou what | givetoothers,
what | entrust them with, what | ask of them, or
how | blessthem and how | operatein their
lives? It’s not for you to compare or judge or
come to conclusions in your own mind as to
how My dealings with you should be, or how
My dealingswith others should be. You simply
need to trust Me, because as |’ ve told you over
and over, | have aplan and apurpose, and I'm
working inyour life to make you stronger, bet-
ter, and more useful.

29. Contentment comesfrom trustingand
believingin Me—bdieving that | will makeyour
way perfect; that | will do al things well for
you; that | will reward you for al that you've
sacrificed, given up, or gone without. (End of
message fromJesus.)

O

30. Q: Even though theLord isper-
fect, wehumansarevery fallible. How can
Hemakeour way perfect?

31. A: TheBiblepromisesin Psalm
18:32, “It is God that girdeth me with
strength, and maketh my way perfect.”
According to the concordance, the Hebrew
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word used here for “perfect” aso means
complete, full, without blemish, sound, un-
defiled, upright, whole—many of which are
within thereach of usfallible humans!

32. Wechecked with theL ord to seeif
Hewould tell usmoreabout making our
way perfect, and Hereplied: “If | cando all
things well and make all things work to-
gether for goodinyour life, deliver youfrom
al your afflictions and forgive you for all
your sins, can | not also make your way
perfect, which has many meanings? This
does not indicate that you yourself are per-
fect. Your way becomes perfect asyoufol-
low My perfect will.”

[ Quit Struggling!
33. (Jesusspeaking:) | will bestow My bless-
ingson you, and if you will receive and accept
and enjoy them, you will find much satisfaction
and great contentment. If youwill take My gifts
for what they are, without analyzing, scrutiniz-
ing, measuring and eval uating them, or compar-
ing them with those of others, you will beableto
appreciate and value their resplendent beauty,
and they will bring you so much happiness.

34. Stop comparing your self to others. |
don’'t measure you according to others, for they
have a different path and different challenges
that | have given them, and | measure them by
what | have meted out to them. You are not them,
and they are not you. Each one of you is My
individual, beloved child, fitted, equipped, and
ordained by Mefor alife of serviceto Me. Their
choices are theirs; yours are yours. | don’'t ask
the same of them as| do of you; | don’t ask the
same of you as| do of them. If you could only
learn this lesson of contentment, of not com-
paring yourself to others, you would be much
happier.

35. When you'realwayscomparing your -
self toother s, belittling your self or measuring
your self and other peopleagaingt each other, it
makesyou into a very uptight and often un-
pleasant per son. People can sensethe struggle,




thetension, and it makesit difficult for them to
be around you. It's difficult for others to see
you as attractiveif you' re always tearing your-
self down. It’s difficult for othersto feel com-
fortable around you if you're so self-centered
and feel so uncomfortable about yourself. If
you' d lighten up and not worry about it so much,
if you’ d focus on other things and other people
and stop worrying about how people perceive
you, you'll probably find that they’ Il perceive
that you're agreat person and love you for be-
ing you.

36. Sometimesyou try sohardtobeacer-
tain way becauseyou think that’swhat people
want toseeor what will bemorepleasngtoMe.
Thetruthis, though, that what | love about you
most and what others love about you most is
what you really areinside—not what you' retry-
ing to be or wishing you could be. When you
drop any false fronts and just accept the way
you are and decide you're happy with it, you
really will becomehappy withit. Otherswill love
you for it too. (End of message from Jesus.)

[| Of Ministries and Positions...

37. (Jesusspeaking:) In My eyes, theleader
isnot greater than the follower. Everyoneis
needed; everyone plays a part to complete the
whole.

38. Thethingsthat you do, need tobedone,
and you'retheperfect persontodothem. You're
wonderful the way I’ ve made you. You fit into
andfill avariety of roles, needs, and ministries.

39. Thebigthingscan’t be donewithout
thelittlethings. Every big project ismade up of
many efforts, many people. Aseach littlefactor
is prayed about, brought before Me, and coun-
seled about, thefull picture, program, or project
comes into focus and comes out right.

40. 1t’slikeyou’reweaving atapestry of
your lifeand work. All you seeat themoment is
the one little thread you' re working with, and
sometimesit doesn’'t seem so special or signifi-
cant. But whenever you step back to look at the
big picture—and you can do this as often as
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you like and whenever you need to just by ask-
ing Me—then you realize what abeautiful work
of art you are.

41. Sometimesit doesn’t seem very artis-
tic or beautiful, and sometimes there are little
tangles along theway that you have to undo. Or
sometimes you have to work with a color that
isn't your favorite, or atype of thread or material
that you find difficult, or in other cases boring.
Nevertheless, if you keep the big picturein mind
and you always remember that the little things
you'redoing are part of something very big and
important, something that you’'ll be proud you
contributed toward and will be able to rejoice
about and give Metheglory for, it makesit all so
much moreworthwhile.

42. Sokeep that vision in all that you do.
Yes, your part may be small and may not seem
to make much of adifference—but it does. With-
out that thread that you' re working, the tapes-
try of your Home, this Family, and the lives of
many would not be complete.

43. Resist thetemptation to compare. See
through My eyes the beauty and the marvel of
the makeup of My body. Each part of the body,
each position, isimportant; noneis higher than
thecother in My sight. All arevitd; all areimport-
ant; all are needed and necessary. There's not
one of you who can do without the other; not
one on whom | do not depend; not one who |
do not desperately need.

44.Don’t look around and consider whois
mor eimportant or needed or loved. Don't com-
pare yourself to others and try to figure out
whether they’ re more or less needed or import-
ant than you. Each of you has your place, and
each will be used to the full, to your greatest
capacity, as long as you let yourself be used.
Aslong asyou surrender all to Meand arewill-
ing to do whatever | ask of you, you will be a
truly useful, productive, contented vessel.

45. Don’t compare your ministry to the
ministry of others, for each of you is called
with aspecial calling. | havecalledyouto, gifted
youin, and anointed you for your ministry. Each

person’sministry, job and calling is of Me, and
oneisnot exalted above another. All are needed
to supply the needs of the Kingdom.

46. Find rest and peacein your special call-
ing. Don't look to the right or the left or com-
pareit with othersand their jobs, becauseyou're
special; you'redifferent. Rgjoiceinit! Yieldtoit
likethewaves of the ocean splash and flow and
go hereand there. Enjoy flowingwithit! Sparkle
and shine with your unique beauty! | madeyou
thus! Please don’'t worry about it; please just
shine the way | made you.

47.1 want toteach you tovalueand esteem
thegiftsthat | havegiven toother swithout com-
paring and thinking negatively about yourself
because you don't have the same gifts or abili-
ties. | ask you to live more in the spirit, so My
Bride might be more unified and united. | can do
much more through you if you don’t mind who
gets the credit.

48. Therearemany avenuesand waysin
which | work, and therearemany ways| use
peopletofulfill My will. | amnotinarut. | can-
not be put in abox, nor do | wish for othersto
be put in boxes, but rather to grow and blossom
and be what I’ ve designed them to be. (End of
message fromJesus.)

[1 Oof Accomplishments...

49. (Jesus speaking:) Don’t judgeyour self
by your accomplishments. Don’t comparewith
others, wishing you could have done more. |
don’t judge you thisway. The accomplishments
that areimmediately visible are not always the
onesthat bring about the most fruit. Sometimes
you don't see the result until months or even
years|ater. So be happy, knowing that | useyou
the way | want to use you.

50. My love, don’t compar eyour self tothis
onewhoyou work sideby sidewith. | havemade
you both so different, and you're both very
gifted, capable, talented, needed, and depended
on. Though it may seem to you that sheismuch
more of all thesethings, | tell you now that this
is not the truth, for one cannot do without the

other. You are as two hands on a body. One
might say that they need their right hand more
than their left, and indeed it may seem some-
what that way. But truly, if the one were miss-
ing, the body would be incomplete and could
not accomplish as much.

51. You may not beawhirling tor nado of
accomplishments, but you work faithfully,
prayerfully, and lovingly, and thisiswhat is
most important. Alwaysremember that—espe-
cially when you're tempted to compare with
others, or to feel that no matter what you do,
they’ [l alwaysbe better or do better. Don’'t worry
about that! All you havetoworry about isdoing
your best for Me. (End of message from Jesus.)

[l Try It In Reverse

52. (Jesus speaking:) If it’s hard to be
thankful for what you have, begr ateful for what
you don’t have, for what you escape, for the
battles that you don’t experience or won't ex-
perience. Think about that when you get hit
with comparing battles. No matter how rough
things might be, they could always be worse,
couldn’t they? That will always give you some-
thing to be thankful for.

53. If you find your self comparing, don’t
makethemistakeof comparingwith thosewho
appear tohavemorethan you. If you compare,
compare yourself with someone who has less
than you. (End of message from Jesus.)

[1 What Others Think

54. (Jesusspeaking:) When you'recontent
withwhat you have, your spiritisat peace. You're
happy, you're thankful, you're praiseful, and
you're easy for others to be around.

55. You'll only hurt your self, and hurt your
friendsand your relationshipswith them, if you
becomeresentful or bitter toward them smply
because | have made them different than you
and given them different opportunities, differ-
ent places, and different challenges. | loveyou
for what you are, and your loved oneslove you
for what you are. Accept, believe, and receive




