By Peter
CM/FM 5/03
Dear Family,

We love you and are so
thankful for your dedication
and obedience to our Hus-
band and L over togointoall
the world and preach His
Gospel to all. You havetruly
changed the world through
your love for the lost and use
of the spiritual giftsand tools
Jesus has given usto bringin
Hislost childreninthese Last
Days. Your faith to get His
sheep activated is steadily
expanding and having agreat
effect on many as they are
brought closer and strength-
ened through the program.
God bless you!

Our Love Charter has
now been in effect for nearly
eight years! It has proven to
be a blessing not only to the
progress of the Family as a
whole, but to each individual
Family member’s fulfillment
and happiness. And though
we've had to make amend-
mentsfromtimetotimeaswe
moveforward withtheLord's
new visionsand direction, the
basic constitution continues
to stand strong, helping us
stay unified as we march for-
ward to a clear sound of the
trumpet.

After someyear sof coun-
sdingand prayingand seek-
ing the Lord about some
needed changesin the Fam-
ily and consequently the
Charter, we are now an-
nouncing thefollowing Char-
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ter amendmentsthat will take effect immediately.
The reason for putting these amendmentsin a
GN rather thanin an LNF aswe havedoneinthe
past is because there are some major changes
concerning alcohol consumption, age of con-
sent for sexual relationships, and disciplinary
measures.

TheLord indicated we should sharethe
reasoning behind someof thesemajor changes
as well as highlight the cautions our Husband
has given concerning these matters, which we
will do here. We will explain the changes and
amendments one by onein this GN.

Wehopetoreprint thecomplete Charter
with all theupdatesand amendmentsassoon
aswecan.—L ord willing, sometimethisyear.
Thisnext edition of the Charter will alsoinclude
the Family Board Handbook within the same
volume. Some of the changes that are being
made in the Charter are due to the inclusion of
the boards in the administration of our Family.
Asyou'll see when looking over a number of
thefollowing amendments, referenceismadeto
the Family boards and some of the functions of
the different councils that are related to the
boards.

Theamendmentspresented hererefer to
thenumberingand order of thepresent Char-
ter version to help you seewherethey fitin. In
caseswhereanew Charter clause has been writ-
ten, we have indicated the new root clause let-
ter with the symbol ‘#.” After we finish going
through the Charter to insert these amendments
and update any of the placeswhereit will refer
to the board structure, the numbers and cross-
references will be updated as well and may be
different.

Please continueto pray that wecan finish
thismajor Charter updating soon so we can
get it to the printer and out to you as soon as
possible.

1. Definitions and Explanation
of Terms

Thefollowing termsarenow used in the
Charter and therefore have been added to the
“Definition of Terms’ inthefront of the Charter.

Reporting Office (RO): formerly the Continen-
tal Reporting Office, where Homes send their
monthly TRFs, tithe, 1% FAF gift, and 3% Con-
tinental Common Pot contribution.

Continental Council (CC): the teamwork of
continental officers overseeing a continental
area.

Rulesand Clearance Council (RCC): formerly
the Area Office, now the Visitation and Shep-
herding national board, along with the chair-
person of the VS regional board, make up the
Rules and Clearance Council for that national
area. The RCC, in conjunction with the Conti-
nental Council, depending on the situation,
handles all clearance requests and investiga-
tion and/or application of disciplinary measures
within their national area. Countrieswith more
than oneRCC will createasingle clearance com-
mittee with members from each of the RCCsto
handle clearancesto their areafrom outsidethe
country.

(Note: The responsibilities of the Clearance and
Disciplinary Committees mentioned in the
Family Board Handbook have now been com-
bined and are part of the responsibilities of the
Rules and Clearance Council.)

Excommunication: adisciplinary action exclud-
ing a member from being a CM or FM Family
member and disallowing the excommunicated
member from receiving all but GP/DFO Family
literature. The Continental Council can alsodis-
allow contact with Family Homes.

Probationary Satus (PS): adisciplinary mea-
sure administered to Charter members by the
Rules and Clearance Council for serious Char-
ter infractions. Repeat offenders may be sub-
ject to excommunication. Probationary Status
allows for continued membership but the loss
of a number of membership privileges as out-
lined in the “ Procedures for placing a Member
on Probationary Status.”

Home Censure (HC): formerly referred to as
Probationary Status, the discipline of Home
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membersfor minor Charter infractions, adminis-
tered by the Home.

Metropolitan Area: largecity or urbanized area
including adjacent suburbs and towns. Metro-
politan areasin question may be defined by the
Continental Council.

Closed Metropolitan Area: ametropolitan area
where the opening of further Homesis not per-
mitted without CC approval.

Sexual Act: (A) genital contact; (B) contact
between the mouth and the genitals; (C) the
intentional touching of the genitalswith anin-
tent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any
person.

Sexual Contact: Theintentional touching of the
intimate parts of another person with an intent
toarouseor gratify the sexual desire of any per-
son.

Sexual Interaction: Anything sexual donewith
another person. This includes sexual acts,
sexual contact, and deep kissing.

2. Temporary Suspension of
Alcohol Rules

Over the past year sthere have been nu-
mer ousrequeststo changethe present alcohol
rulesin the Charter. There have been avariety
of reasonsgiven for wanting the change—some
good, others not—but each timeit wasdiscussed
and prayed about at the various summit meet-
ings, the Lord said not to change it. At the last
summit, the topic was once again discussed and
prayed about, and this time the Lord gave His
okay to make some changes. Thisled to agreat
deal of discussion and further prayer at the sum-
mit. All sides of the issue were debated and a
general consensus was reached.

In the monthsfollowing the summit, the
Lord begantogivethe® Conviction vs Compro-
mise” messages, and He showed us that we
should wait until after folks had made their
choices before making any change to the alco-
hol rules. Throughout this past year, those of

3

uswho have chosento livethediscipleshiplife
of Charter membership have renewed our com-
mitment to the Lord and the Family. We' re here
because we want to serve the Lord with all of
our hearts; thisis our calling and we are com-
mitted. The Lord has now shown uswe can go
ahead and addresstheissue of the alcohol rules,
because the CM Family is stronger now than it
has been over the past years.

Our current alcohol ruleswereput in place
toensurethat Family membersaremoder ate
intheir consumption of alcohal, especially in
theamount of alcohol membersmay drink in
onesitting. On thewholeg, it has accomplished
this goal. Generally speaking, alcohol has not
been a problem within the Family. From timeto
time some people drink a bit more than is al-
lowed either in one sitting or throughout the
week, but for themost part with noiill effects. It
seems that the majority of Family adults have
developed a mature attitude toward drinking;
they drink moderately and seldom go overboard.
Because of this, we feel that a change can be
madein order to allow for more flexibility and
freedom in regards to alcohol consumption for
those 21 and over.

Of cour se, wer ealizethat making changes
that allow mor eflexibility with alcohol consump-
tion hasthepotential to cause problems. While
the majority may be ableto handlethe freedom,
otherswill abuseit or yield to thetemptation to
overdrink. There arethose few who are addicted
to alcohol but have kept it in check because of
the limits, but if more is alowed, might have
severe problems. Therewill bethosewho drink
morethan they should, andit will result inwords
that should not have been said or actions that
should not have occurred. In the end we know
that some people may be adversely affected
because of this change.

Themain argument on theother sdeisthat
Family adultsasawhol e are mature and respon-
sible enough to decide what and how much we
should drink.—That we haveto takefull respon-
sibility for every other aspect of our lives, so
why not for our acohol consumption.

Thedilemmawefaced when discussingand
prayingabout thematter waswhether it’sworth
it to make a change that you know will hurt



some people. On the other hand, if 97% of our
adultsaren’'t going to have any problemwithit,
should they have to sacrifice the personal free-
dom because of those who may not be able to
handle it?

After much prayer, discussion, and hear-
ingfromtheL ord, wefound what webdieveisa
wor kablesolution: Wewill temporarily suspend
the Fundamental Family Rulesin regardsto al-
cohol for those ages 21 and over, with some
stipulations. The Charter allowsfor WS |eader-
ship to suspend parts or al of the Charter or the
Fundamental Family Rules, so we areinvoking
this clause in the matter of alcohol consump-
tion.

What thismeansisthat during thetime
the Charter rulesregarding alcohol are sus-
pended, those of you 21 and over arenow re-
sponsiblefor what you drink, how much you
drink, and how often you drink alcohal. For those
under 21, thea cohol rulesin the Charter remain
the same.

You must under stand that thissuspension
isnot alicensetooverdrink and abusealcohal.
The Lord and Dad have instructed and admon-
ished us to be moderatein al things, and alco-
hol is certainly at the top of that list! As Chris-
tians and Charter members, we are responsible
to be moderatein our alcohol consumption. This
has not changed, and never will. Abusing alco-
hol can have serious effects not only on your
own spiritual, emotional, and physical health,
but it can also greatly affect the lives of those
you live and interact with, not to mention your
sample to those you minister to. This suspen-
sion of the present alcohol rules is an added
responsibility inyour life, and collectively how
you adults handle that responsibility will deter-
mine if this suspension of the alcohol rule can
continue.

Wearenot makingthisapermanent Char-
ter change, but are allowing this suspension as
an experiment to see if our Homes and adults
can be trusted with this freedom. Within one
year of this GN being published we will review
the effects this change has had on the Family,
andif it hasborne bad fruit in our Family Homes
or in the lives of individuals, we will not hesi-
tate to re-ingtitute the current Charter rules re-

garding alcohol. Inthis case, alack of modera-
tion on your part could affect many.

Whilewesincerely hopethat each Family
member affected by thischangewill act in a
responsible manner, if you cannot handle this
responsibility asit isintended and it bears bad
fruit in your lives, or if there are serious abuses
of alcohol because of this change, we will can-
cel this temporary suspension of the alcohol
guotasand re-institute the Charter alcohol rules.
So this means that each of you will need to be
your brother’s and sister’s keepers to be sure
you'reall being moderatein your a cohol intake.

Itisimportant that you under stand that
what this suspension meansisthat you who
are21 and over arenow responsiblefor your
own alcohol consumption—that you drink
wisely and moderately without negative reper-
cussions to yourself or others. This does not
give you theright to drink alcoholic beverages
in whatever quantities desired and as often as
you want without regard to moderation. As in
everything, you must be prayerful and seek the
L ord about what you drink, when you drink, and
how much you drink.

Asexplained earlier, therewill most likely
besomeproblemswith drinking now that we' ve
suspended thealcohol rules. Therefore, in ad-
dition to suspending these rules, we are adding
a new rule to the Charter outlining the shep-
herding and handling of overdrinking and/or
alcohol abuse. We areincluding these new rules
in the Charter as a safeguard and a balance, to
protect people from being harmed by thosewho
may overdrink, and to help protect those who
overdrink from harming themselves.

Thesenew Charter rulesput theresponsi-
bility ontheHomeand theHometeamworksto
shepherd thealcohol consumption of thosein
their Homes, to ensur e that abuse of alcohol
doesnot occur. If amember overdrinks, despite
his or her Home teamwork’s admonition not to
do so, amgjority vote of the Home council can
mandate that the member either limit hisor her
alcohol consumption, abstain from drinking al-
coholic beverages, or they can place the mem-
ber on Home Censure* if the offense warrantsit.
In addition, thosefound seriously or consistently
abusing alcohol will bedisciplined by the Rules



and Clearance Council, using Probationary Sta-
tus. (*Probationary Status and Home Censure
areexplained in detail further dlonginthisGN.)

TheVSboardsalso havetheauthority to
takeaction if aHomemember isabusing alco-
hol and theHomeisnot doingitsduty in disci-
pliningtheoffender. The Charter givesauthor-
ity not only to the Homes and their teamworks,
but also to the areaor continental officersinthis
regard. Soif aCharter member’sdrinking ishurt-
ing themselves, or if they are hurting others, or
the drinking is causing problems in the Home
and the Home is not disciplining the member,
members of the VS board or the COs can per-
sonally intervene, and the Rules and Clearance
Council will discipline the individual and the
Homeif necessary.

What thismeansisthat you personally are
not the one who determinesif you are over -
drinking; your teamwork and Homemakethat
decision. We have set it up this way to protect
everyone involved, as often the person who is
overdrinking isnot aware of the negative effects
the alcohol has on them and others. Therefore
we have given the authority to the teamwork
and the Home, aswell asthe V Ssor COsif nec-
essary, to decide if someoneisoverdrinking.

Inthepast it waseasy to definewhat mod-
eration wasor know if someonewasdrinking
toomuch. If they weredrinking over thequota,
it was too much. However now, with the sus-
pension of the alcohol rules, it's no longer a
black-and-white matter. So how do you know if
you are overdrinking and abusing the privilege
of alcohol ? Jesus said, “By their fruits ye shall
know them.” Thefruitit bearsinyour lifeandin
the lives of those around you will be what de-
termines whether you are overdrinking or not.

Thetoleranceand reaction toalcohol varies
from per son to per son. One person might have
no negative effects and be able to easily handle
an amount that for someone else with a lower
tolerance to alcohol would be too much and
cause them to endanger themselves or others,
or beabad sample. Just because someonedrinks
more, or more often than others, doesn’t necess-
arily mean that person is overdrinking. On the
other hand, if someone rarely drinks, but on the
few occasions they do drink they drink much
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more than they can handle, just because they
only drink occasionally doesn’'t mean that per-
son is moderate.

Overdrinking cannot alwaysbedefined or
judged smply by theamount of alcohol onehas
drunk, but moresoby theeffect. If anindividud’s
drinking of alcoholic beverages causes them to
become careless, angry, violent, foul-mouthed,
depressed, withdrawn, unproductive, drunk to
the point of being incoherent or getting sick, or
they exhibit behavior that is a bad sample, of-
fensive or hurtful, then the fruit borne in their
livesis bad, and no matter how little they may
think they drink, they are overdrinking. But if
moderate drinking of alcohol, such asregularly
having a glass of winewith one’smeal or while
fellowshipping with others, isn’t bearing bad fruit
in someone'slife, then they arelikely not over-
drinking. You and/or your shepherds will need
tojudgethefruit in your life as aresult of your
drinking, and act accordingly.

Evenif only alittlealcohol bear sbad fruit
inanindividual’slife, they will havetorefrain
from drinkingmorethan their tolerancelevel.
If you can’t determineyour tolerancelevel your-
self, your Home or shepherdswill do it for you.

Thetemporary lifting of the Charter alco-
hol rulesappliesonly tothose 21 and over. It
does not suspend the Charter alcohol rules for
those under 21 years of age. Those 18 through
20 arejust learning how to drink al cohol respon-
sibly. Most young peopl e also have alower tol-
erance for alcohol than those who have been
drinking for longer and have learned what their
personal limit is. For 18- through 20-year-olds,
the stipulationslaid out in the“ Food and Drink
Rules’ C. arestill in effect. In other words, there
isamaximum weekly limit for those 18 through
20, aswell asalimit of 20% alcohol content for
the types of alcohol consumed.

Followingisaprophecy theLord gavere-
garding the suspension of the alcohol rules
with important pointsthat you need toclearly
under stand:

(Jesusspeaking:) My dear loves, | havecon-
tinued to put new challengesbeforeyou. With
those challenges | have also bestowed on you
greater power and gifts. You are accountable



for moretruth, and | am moving you to aplace
of greater dedication and purer discipleship. Each
of you is making choices on a daily basis, and
according to your choices you are growing
stronger or weaker in spirit. In order to keep
moving the Family forwardin spirit, and in order
to prove the worth of My Endtime army, | con-
tinue to give you greater responsibility, greater
freedom, and more personal choices. This re-
sponsibility, freedom, and personal choice pro-
vide an avenue for spiritual growth.

Thissuspension of thealcohol rulesispart
of My plantoallow you another opportunity to
show your maturity, to proveyour desireto stay
closeto Me, and to exercise moderation in your
personal lives, and thereby avoid weakening
your testimony as Christians and disciples. |
am pleased that you have this opportunity, as |
know it will bring many of you joy. | have led
your shepherds to give you this liberty on a
temporary basis; thisisablessing fromMe, and
atest at the sametime.

Drinking alcohol can be an avenue of
fellowship, relaxation, and fun. It can bring
variety and alittle boost to social activities. It
can complement ameal, aid digestion, and bring
about awinding down of tension and stress. It
can enhance sexual pleasure or promote lively
conversation. These are good things. This is
part of the fellowship and personal interaction
that | allow you to enjoy. Thereisnothing wrong
with this, and in thisway, drinking alcohol can
be a good thing, a blessing, and a special treat
for My children.

Many of you haveproven your selvesfaith-
ful to abide by reasonablelimitswhen drink-
ing. In fact, most of you have done well. You
have avoided the pitfalls of overdrinking, and
you have enjoyed the benefits of acohol with-
out having to suffer the many problems that
come with drinking too much. But now that |
havelifted therules, now that you will no longer
be hedged about by specific limits, it will be up
to each of you to be very prayerful, careful, and
wise. Now there’s no one standing over your
shoulder telling you exactly what you can or
can't do. You will make personal choices, and
you will have to live with the consequences,
good or bad.

I have enumer ated the benefitsof alcohal,
and most of you know them well from per sonal
experience. But there are also serious dangers
that | must warn you of. This is not with the
intent to snatch the joy from your parties and
personal fellowship, but to help you enter into
this time of freedom with more wisdom and a
greater understanding of what could go wrong
and how alcohol can become a burden or even
acurseif not handled well. Some of the pitfalls
or possible dangers of drinking too much alco-
hol are:

* Wasted time. You might have good in-
tentions and plans to do some important work
or to get Word and prayer time, but after afew
beers or a couple of glasses of wine, the time
can easily dlip right through your fingers. Be-
cause alcohol encourages conversation and in-
teraction, you might find yourself wasting alot
of precioustimejust chatting and sitting around
shooting the breeze. That istime that could be
better spent ministering to your sheep, having
quality time with your children, taking care of
your mail ministry, planning your next day’s
activities, having fruitful pre-planned Home
meetings, tending to the needs of your mate, or
going to bed early so you can get up early for
your quality Word time, as per your commit-
mentsto Feast 2003. Time can also bewasted if
you wake the next day feeling hung over, sick,
headachy or just generally unwell. What could
have been avery productive, fruitful, happy day
can then become afight to just “ get throughiit.”

 Peoplecan behurt by unprayerful, out-
of-control, unloving conver sations. Alcohol en-
couragestalking and can enhance aparty or get-
together, but if drunk in excessit can cause you
to say things you never intended to say, poss-
ibly things you don’'t mean at all. People natu-
rally become less prayerful and more uninhib-
ited when they’ ve drunk too much, and many
times regret what they said or did the next day.
When you' re sober, evenif you apologizeto the
person you offended, the hurt often remains.
Such hurtful comments, said evenin jest, are a
very sad but unfortunately very common happen-
ingwhen peopl e drink too much. Also, such con-
versationsthat are out of the spirit can focus on
subjects that are unedifying—commonly such



things as movies, computer games, ungodly
sexual practices or fantasies, and other interests
that are not becoming of afull-timedisciple.

 Alcohol causes some peopleto become
angry, even violent or abusive. When under the
influence of acohol, some people get in a bad
mood or actually yield to bad spirits. Thisoften
resultsin arguments and sometimes even abuse.
Such behavior can destroy your relationshipwith
the onesyou love, and if serious enough, could
cost you your Family membership.

* Alcohol can causeyou tolosetouch with
reality, throw all caution tothewind, and just
livefor themoment. Whilea cohol can enhance
sexual pleasure and cause some people to be-
come more sexually responsive or free, it can
also cause someto losetouch with reality, which
means they throw all caution to the wind and
just live for the moment. This can cause hurt to
othersif you have sex with someone else’'smate
or boyfriend/girlfriend without abiding by the
Law of Love. Also, this momentary sense of
“freedom” can result in unplanned pregnancies,
whichwill changeyour life permanently inavery
big way.

« Alcohal createsafeeling of “thereare
no alps.” This can be extremely dangerous,
even deadly, if someonereachesthat stateand
then drives. While you're sober you might be
very well aware of thefact that al cohol impedes
your ability to drive safely, but when you've
drunk alcohoal, it's very common for people to
say, “Oh, I'm fine, really!” But the sad truth is
that millions are killed on the highways every
year by those who have drunk alcohol, those
who think they’ refine, thosewhosereflexesand
attention span have been impaired just enough
to make the difference between safety and dis-
ability or death! If you don’t take the drinking
and driving rules seriously, you could be one of
those people.

« Alcohol isexpensive, and if you arenot
car eful and diligent, you could find your self or
your Home spending money on drinking that
should bespent on moreimportant things. This
couldresultinyour children, PG mommies, teens,
or others going without the important needs or
special blessingsthat | want to providefor them.

» Alcohol can cause your sheep to be
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stumbled if not handled in aresponsibleway.
Most of the world’s population does not expect
Christiansto drink acohol. Most Christianswho
sincerely belong to churches do not drink; it's
part of their religious convictions. While | do
not impose that restriction on the Family and
you have faith to enjoy alcohol, you must re-
alizethat if you overdrink, it can very seriously
tarnish your testimony as a Christian. If you're
foolish, foul-mouthed, overly sexy, negligent,
irresponsible, negative or depressed, or any of
the many bad side effects that come with drink-
ing too much, your sheep could be stumbled to
the point that you' | losethem atogether; they'l|
go somewhere elsewhere the people act morein
linewith what they feel isexpected of dedicated
Christians.

Soyou see, My dear Family, whiledrink-
ing alcohol can beablessing, therearemany
possibledangersand risksaswell. I’'mtrusting
you withthisprivilege, but remember, it'satest.
This is a temporary lifting of the rules, and
whether this continueswill be up to each of you.
I’m asking you to be your brother and sister’s
keeper. I'masking you to let Me help you handle
this freedom wisely. You do this by asking Me
everything, confirming My will, and being open
to shepherding and advice from others.

Think of Measyour friendly bartender,
theonewhowatchesout for you and lovesyou,
and when you reach for another drink or an-
other can of beer, if | say, “Oops, you'refeeling
good now, that means you’'ve had enough!
Drinking morewill not makeyou feel better, but
only make you feel bad and say or do things
youwishyou hadn’t,” take My Word for it. Then
you'll enjoy thisprivilege, it will bring you plea-
sure and good fellowship, and you won’t have
to suffer hurt, embarrassment, and regrets from
overdrinking. (End of message from Jesus.)

Addition to “Food and Drink Rules”

#. To avoid the negative effects of
overdrinking, members must be
moderate in their alcohol consump-
tion. Alcohol abuse is not permitted
inthe Family.



If a member overdrinks, despite
his or her Home teamwork’s
admonition not to do so, ama-
jority vote of the Home council
can mandate that the member
either limit his or her alcohol
consumption, abstain from
drinking alcoholic beverages
for up to three months, or they
can place the member on Home
Censure if the offense warrants
it.

If a Home member is overdrink-
ing and the Home is not doing
its duty in disciplining the of-
fender, the Rules and Clearance
Council can discipline that
member by mandating that for a
period of no more than three
months, he either limits his
alcohol consumption or ab-
stains from drinking alcoholic
beverages altogether. The Home
will also be in jeopardy of disci-
pline through Probationary No-
tice for failure to do its duty to
discipline that member for over-
drinking.

a. A member who has been
disciplined for overdrinking
by the Rules and Clearance
Council can appeal the de-
cision, in which case the
Home will vote on the mat-
ter. If the Home is in agree-
ment with the Rules and
Clearance Council, the ap-
peal will be denied. If the
Home disagrees with the
Rules and Clearance Coun-
cil, the Continental Council
will decide the matter.

Those found abusing alcohol

repeatedly, or if serious conse-
guences result from their over-
drinking, they will be disciplined

by the Rules and Clearance
Council, using Probationary
Status, in accordance with the
“Offenses Warranting Proba-
tionary Status,” J., and the
member may be in jeopardy of
losing their Charter member
status.

The responsibility is on the Home and the
Home teamworks to shepherd the alcohol con-
sumption of thosein their Homes, to ensure that
abuse of alcohol does not occur. If a member
overdrinks, despite hisor her Hometeamwork’s
admonition not to do so, a magjority vote of the
Home council can mandate that the member
either limit his or her alcohol consumption, ab-
stain from drinking alcoholic beverages for up
to three months, or they can place the member
on Home Censureif the offense warrantsit.

The VS boards aso have authority to take
action if aHome member isabusing a cohol and
the Home is not doing its duty in disciplining
the offender. The Charter gives authority not
only to the Homes and their teamworks, but to
the area or continental officers as well in this
regard. Soif aCharter member’sdrinking ishurt-
ing them, or if they are hurting others, or the
drinking is causing problemsin the Home and
the Homeis not disciplining the member, mem-
bers of the VS board, or the COs, can person-
ally intervene and the Rulesand Clearance Coun-
cil will disciplinetheindividua and the Homeif
necessary. Those found seriously or consist-
ently abusing alcohol will bedisciplined by the
Rules and Clearance Council, using Probation-
ary Status.

How do you know if you are overdrinking
and abusing the privilege of alcohol? Jesus said,
“By their fruitsye shall know them.” Thefruit it
bearsinyour lifeand inthelivesof those around
you will be what determines whether you are
overdrinking or not.

Thetolerance and reaction to alcohol varies
from person to person. One person may have no
negative effects and be able to easily handle an
amount that for someone elsewith alower toler-
ance to alcohol would be too much and cause
them to endanger themselves or others, or to be



abad sample. Just because someonedrinks more,
or more often than others, doesn’t necessarily
mean that person is overdrinking. On the other
hand, if someone rarely drinks, but on the few
occasions they do drink they drink much more
than they can handle, just because they only
drink occasionally doesn’t mean that personis
moderate.

Overdrinking cannot always be defined or
judged simply by the amount of alcohol one has
drunk, but more so by theeffect. If anindividua’s
drinking of alcoholic beverages causes them to
become careless, angry, violent, foul-mouthed,
depressed, withdrawn, unproductive, drunk to
the point of being incoherent or getting sick, or
they exhibit behavior that is a bad sample, of-
fensive or hurtful, then the fruit borne in their
livesisbad, and no matter how little they might
think they drink, they are overdrinking. But if
moderate drinking of alcohol, such asregularly
having a glass of winewith one’smeal or while
fellowshipping with others, isn’t bearing bad fruit
in someone'slife, then they arelikely not over-
drinking. You and/or your shepherds will need
tojudge thefruit in your life as aresult of your
drinking and act accordingly.

Evenif only alittle alcohol bears bad fruit
inanindividual’slife, they will haveto refrain
from drinking morethan their tolerance level. If
you can't determine your tolerance level your-
self, your Home or shepherdswill do it for you.

3. The Age of Consent

Presently the Charter states: “ Thosewho
are18,19and 20yearsold areallowed to en-
gagein sexual activity with Charter members
up toseven year solder than themselves, aswell
asthosewithin thisagebracket. ...” However,
many 18- to 20-year-olds have asked for thefree-
dom to share sexually with otherswho are more
than seven yearsolder than they are. After alot
of prayer, discussion, and counseling with the
COs and asking the Lord in prophecy, it has
been agreed upon to amend the Charter to al-
low those 18 years of age and above to have
the option of sharing sexually with whomever
they choose, providing that person is 18 years
of ageor older, and aslong asit isdone accord-
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ing to the Law of Love. Those 18 through 20
will retain theright to sharewith those 16 through
20 in accordance with the “ Sex and Affection
Rules,” E.

Thiswasavery prayerfully madedecision,
asit meansthat those over 18 arenow freeto
sharewith anyone 18 and over. Inthepadt, this
choicewasonly availablefor those 21 and over.
Theintent of not allowing 18- through 20-year-
olds the freedom to share with those more than
seven years older than themselves was one of
protection. When the Charter was first imple-
mented we felt it wise to have the seven-year
rule in place for those in the 18- through 20-
year-old age range so they would not have to
deal with requests for dates from those more
than seven years older. It can be awkward and
difficult for ayoung womanin thisagerangeto
declinearequest for sex, but if the request comes
from someonewhoissignificantly older, it' seven
more difficult. Soin an attempt to makeit easier
for this younger age group, the seven-year rule
was established.

Whilethisstill holdstruetoday, therewere
enough requeststo changethisrulethat it was
discussed and prayed about. One of themain
argumentsfor making the changeisthat 18-year-
olds are considered adults in most countries of
theworld, and 18 isgenerally the age of consent
for sexua relations with other adults. Because
of this, it was argued that our 18-and-oversin
the Family should be considered full adultslike
their counterparts in society. It was further ar-
gued that our 18- through 20-year-olds have al
the samefreedoms and responsibilities of adults
within the Family and in society, and that they
should have this freedom and responsibility as
well. After alot of prayer and discussion, it was
decided to make this change in the Charter.

However, it’simportant for everyonetoun-
derstand that just because this age group is
being given this choice, it doesn’t mean they
must exercise it. Thisis not a cal for all 18-
through 20-year-olds to have sex with those
older thanthem; it'sjust giving them theright to
do so if they wish. The key words here are “if
they wish.” You young folks do not need to feel
that because of this change you are expected to
have sex with those who are older than you. You



do not have to have sexua relations with any-
oneyou don’t wish to, no matter what their age.

Someof you youngmeninyour later twen-
tiescan befairly demanding with theyounger
women, as can some of you older men. This
change was not made to expand your pool of
available women, but rather to allow this
younger age group, both men and women, to
have the choice of whom they wish to have
sexual relations with, without the previous age
restrictions.

You young adults should not consent to
have sex with someonewhoyou don’t really want
tohavesex with. You can say notowhomever is
asking, no matter who they are or what age they
are, if you don’t want to have sex with them. If
someoneiscontinually asking, or trying to make
you feel bad, or inferring that you are not being
loving or revolutionary or sacrificial, then they
arewrong and are contravening the Charter. The
Charter saysin “Sex and Affection Rules,” D.,
“...sexmay only occur between consenting part-
ners... . If asister or brother does not want to
share sexually with someone, they should not
be coerced into doing so. If you wish to have a
date with someone, and they do not wish to have
adate with you, then you should not try to make
them feel that they are not being ‘sacrificial.’
Perhaps you need to be more sacrificial by for-
going the date with them.”

| f someone saysnoto your request for a
date, then pleaseaccept that no, and don’t con-
tinueto ask the person for adate. Chancesare
that if they say no without any indication that it
would be OK for you to ask again, then you
should stop asking. If they later decide they
would liketo have adate with you, they can ask
you. It's difficult for a younger inexperienced
person to say no, so when they do, please ac-
cept it graciously and beloving and understand-
ing.

If you younger, lessexperienced adultsare
uncomfortablewith someoneasking you for sex,
or if someone has asked you and you feel awk-
ward refusing, or if you have any questions or
problems about it, then pleasetalk to your shep-
herds or some other adult who you feel can help.
Don't just go ahead with the sex because you
don’'t know how to get out of it. Ask for help.

No one expects you to be able to handle every
situation, so seek counsel and help if you have
any questions.

When asking our Husband if the age of
consent should be 18 year sof age, Hegavethe
following counsal: (Note: WhentheL ord refers
to YAs, young adults, or young brides in the
messagethat follows, He'sspecifically referring
to those between 18 and 20 years old.)

(Jesusspeaking:) Havel not said that ac-
cordingtoyour faith beit doneuntoyou? Have
| not given you, My brides, that majesty of
choice? Thisisthe day of each Family member
taking responsibility for their decisionsand ac-
tions, and being accountable to Me, to them-
selves, and to the Family. Many of My young
brides, those 18 through 20, desire to take more
responsibility for their decisions. These have
grown and are no longer children, and they wish
tolivelifetothefull asresponsible adults. They
have signed the Charter member contract and
have made a decision to be My disciples and
givetheir livesto Me. They havegiven Metheir
all, and astheir loving Husband, King, and Savior
| wish to grant them the desire of their heart to
make their own choices, according to their own
faith, regarding their sexual interactions with
other adults.

I will allow thischange. Nevertheless, not
everyonewill desireto act on thiskind of free-
dom at such ayoungage, and | donot wish to
hurry them. | know each of My bridesisvery
different. No two of them are the same. What
one of My brides hasthe faith for, another may
not. | do not wish to burden My young brides
with more than they can handle or are able to
bear.

| ask that you takeinto consider ation those
who arecomfortablewith thecurrent restric-
tions on who they can share with sexually and
who do not wish to accept the responsibility of
broadening that range at thistime. They want to
learn and grow slowly and be educated without
pressure from others. Give these ones time, so
that they can, at their own pace and according
to their own faith, gradually grow in faith and
accept and receive greater responsibility and
accountability.
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| would that thesedear onesbegiven every
opportunity, every assistance, every possible
listening ear, so that they can be counseled,
instructed, and encouraged to study and show
themselves approved unto God, rightly divid-
ing the Word of truth. | would that these ques-
tion and seek counsel, so they can learn from
the experience of others. | do not wish for these
to simply be pushed forward because of their
age, but | wish for each one to make his or her
own choice as to when to let go of the shore,
according to the measure of faith that | have
giventhem.

Thisage group should be encouraged to
taketheir time, to strengthen each step that
they take, towatch and pray. Theseyoung adults
need to be sure of their decisions; they must
take care that they’ re not yielding to peer pres-
sure or alowing themselves to be coerced or
looked down on, scoffed at, intimidated, or in
any way labeled weak if they want to moveat a
slower pace. They should be commended for
going slowly and proceeding and growing up
prayerfully, wisely, and carefully. There should
be no outside pressure, interference, teasing,
or harassing, either fromtheir peersor fromthose
adults who are older than they.

All My adult bridesmust under stand that
thischangeisbeing madefor thesakesof the
young adults; and they must walk inthefear of
Me in regards to their interactions with those
who are beginning to venture out into the un-
known. To hurt one of these ones due to alack
of loveand lack of sensitivity totheir desiresto
move at their own pace is a serious matter in
My eyes, and | will hold those who break My
Law of Loveinthisway accountable beforeMe
and the Charter standard. Take heed and be
warned!

For My YA brideswho aremorecomfort-
ablein taking bigger steps, who would liketo
have the same responsibility and accountability
in these matters as My older brides, and who
have the faith to meet disappointments and ob-
staclesand not be deterred by them, thischange
will alow them the opportunity to be respon-
sible for their choices and deeds in a greater
way. If they are humble and learn and watch and
pray, if they will continue to greatly depend on

Me, just as much as those who would prefer to
move slower also need to depend on Me, | can
and will help each one to enter into this new
changewith positive experiences. But theangle
of the climb will be steeper and their mettle will
be tested more.

Regar dlessof what each of My brideshas
thefaith for, | wishfor all of My brides, young
and old, to operate step by step; to continue to
exercisethe spiritual principle of squeezing, not
jerking; to apply the stop, look, and listen prin-
ciple; to look beforethey leap. These principles
will need to belearned.

| allow My bridesages 18 through 20 to
oper ateaccor dingtotheir faith. However, they
need every assurance of help and safeguard,;
they need shepherding and counseling if they
choose to go into these deeper waters. They
must desperately seek Mefor My will concern-
ing thisimportant step in their lives.

They should beencour aged to counsel with
their shepherds, and their shepherdsshould
look out for and feel responsible to monitor
their progress. My shepherds have the respon-
sibility to step in if they see a situation that is
potentially damaging or beginning to go awry.
Through checking in with Me and counseling,
My shepherds should feel obligated and respon-
sible to step in, to give guidance and counsel,
checks, warnings and recommendationsto these
and any other adult involved, whether young or
old. Those who are 18 through 20 should be
encouraged to be very open to their shepherds,
and also to bring these mattersto Me and learn
to take the responsibility of checking in and
counseling with Me, their best Counselor and
their Answer Man.

L et each oneof My YA bridesbefully per-
suaded in their own mindsand heartsto oper -
ateaccordingtotheir own faith. But also My
shepherds need to be very aware and be loving
shepherds, willing to monitor and stepinto pro-
tect, counsel, or guide, if necessary. (End of
message fromJesus.)

So although the Lord wishesto give this
freedom toyou 18- through 20-year-olds, Heis
strongly cautioning you to go slow, counsel
with your shepherds, and to seek Him desper -
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ately on theseimportant matters. Thereisno
shame in your asking your parents, shepherds,
and other experienced adults for counsel, and
opening your hearts and mindsto their wisdom
and experience. Our Lover also strongly encour-
ages you shepherds and other adultsto be there
for these younger adults as they venture into a
wider areaof sexual relationships. Thereisalso
a serious warning to any adult, young or old,
who would pressure, interfere, tease, harass or
coerce these younger ones into doing anything
that they don’t have the faith for. The Law of
Love and the Charter Sex and Affection Rules
will beupheld.

Onelast but extremely important point for
you 18- thr ough 20-year -olds (and all voting
member s) ar e some changesto the excommu-
nication rulesthat you need tobevery awar eof.
You have been given full adult freedom and re-
sponsibility, but that also means you have full
adult accountability. Asyou will seeasyou read
further in this GN, some of the rules regarding
excommunication have changed. There is no
partial excommunication; thereisonly full ex-
communication.

Please look over the excommunication
rulescarefully; especially in regar dsto sexual
acts and sexual contact, asthose definitions
have been mor eclear ly defined than theprevi-
ousdefinitionsused in the Charter. | want to
makeit very clear; infact, I'll putitinboldtype
and all caps so you won't missit. IFA RULE
STATES THAT YOU WILL RECEIVE EX-
COMMUNICATION FOR BREAKING IT,
AND YOU GO AHEAD AND BREAK IT,
YOU WILL BE EXCOMMUNICATED and
you will haveto move out of your Homeand will
no longer be part of the Family. You will nolonger
beaFamily member if you commit theseexcom-
municabl e offenses.

Thisisnot anew Family policy, nor arethe
ruleswhich follow new rules, but sincetheway
that theserulesare presented in the Charter have
changed, | want to be surethat you are aware of
the changes, that you take them seriously and
look over them.

4. Offenses Warranting
Excommunication

Toclarify theFamily'sdisciplinary bound-
ariesand procedures, wewill nolonger have
what was previously referred to as“ Partial
Excommunication.” Therewill only befull ex-
communication. Therefore, we are now placing
some of the rules that previously used to result
in Partial Excommunication into the “ Offenses
Warranting Probationary Status,” while others
will remaininthe* Offenses Warranting Excom-
munication.”

Sincethereisnolonger partial excommu-
nication in the Family, we have amended the
“Offenses Warranting Excommunication” to re-
flect this. Breaking these excommunicable of-
fenses will result in full excommunication un-
less stated otherwise.

Changes in “Offenses Warranting Excommu-

nication”

Charter members will be excommunicated
for:

A. Engagingin any male-with-male
sexual interaction.

Itisour Bible-based belief that male homo-
sexudality isungodly. Family memberswill beex-
communicated for engaging in such activities.
Thisclauseis purposely worded in this manner
tomakeit very clear that it is strictly forbidden
for men to have any kind of sexual interaction
whatsoever with other men.

*  Sodomy is male homosexuality, or “men with
men doing that which is unseemly,” and
which God strictly forbids and severely
judged as the most evil and abominable
sexual sin of all (ML #258:16).

e Sodomy s [a] very serious excommunicable
offense (ML #2717:25).

B. Those 18 and over engagingin
sexual acts with those under the
age of 18. The only exceptions being:
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Those who are 18, 19 and 20
years old are allowed to engage
in sexual interaction with those
ages 16 and 17 in accordance
with the “Sex and Affection
Rules” E.

If a 16- or 17-year-old and a 20-
year-old have been sharing
regularly and the 20-year-old
turns 21, the 16- or 17-year-old
may request permission from
their Continental Council to
continue therelationship. The
Continental Council,in counsel
with resident parent(s) or
guardian(s) of the 16- or 17-
year-old, may grant permission
if they feel itis appropriate.

If amember 21 or over engages
in consensual sex with a 16- or
17-year-old, depending on the
circumstances and the age of
the individuals, the member 21
or over might receive a lesser
discipline of Probationary Sta-
tus.

The Family prohibitsthose 21 years of age
and older from engaging in any sexual act with
those under the age of 18. Those 21 and over
who engage in any sexual act with those under
the age of 18 will receive excommunication un-
less the provisions in point 2 or 3 are judged
applicable.

Inthemajority of the countriesof theworld,
16 isthe age when aperson may chooseto have
consensual sex with another person who has
also reached the age of consent. In the Family,
although we allow 16- or 17-year-oldsto have
sexual relationswith those 18 through 20 (with
the consent of their parents), we consider them
till too young to engage in sex with those over
20. Thus it is an excommunicable offense for
those 21 and over to engage in any sexual act
with those ages 16 and 17.

If, however, the sex is consensual, since it
would not beillegal in most countries, the age

of those involved and circumstances surround-
ing the situation (such as the older member not
being in a position of authority over the 16- or
17-year-old) will betaken into account and might
result in Probationary Status.

Note: Allowing for the possibility of Proba-
tionary Status should not be viewed as toler-
ance toward those ages 21 and over having
sex with those ages 16 and 17. It continues to
be an excommunicable offense. A member 21
and over should not expect that he or she will
receive Probationary Status for engaging in
sexual acts with a 16- or 17-year-old.

C. Those 18 and over engaging in
sexual interaction with those under
the age of 14.

This means that anyone 18 years or older
who does anything sexual whatsoever with any-
oneunder theage of 14 will be excommunicated.

D. Those ages 16 and 17 engaging in
sexual acts with those under the
age of 14.

This means that it is an excommunicable
offensefor anyone ages 16 and 17 to engagein
asexual act with anyone under the age of 14.

E Engaging in substance abuse.

We chose the terminology “substance
abuse” to cover the full range of possibilities,
both legal andillegal drugsand intoxicants. Some
drugs and intoxicants are not illegal, but the
use of them is considered abuse. For example,
sniffing glue or taking certain over-the-counter
drugsfor non-medical reasons canresult in get-
ting “high.” Even though not illegal, those ac-
tivities would be considered substance abuse.
The severity of the offense will be taken into
consideration and may result in alesser disci-
plinewhen recommended to the CC by the RCC.

< Drug and dope abuse is against the law! ...
Drugs in the Family are against our laws
and our rules and always have been. ...
13



Therefore, anyone who breaks these rules
in any Home can't be allowed to stay in the
Family or in the Home, because he becomes
an actual threat and danger to the Home (ML
#856:92,93).

F  Committing intentionally endanger-
ing or life-threatening acts, except
in defense of self, others, or Family

property.

Family members should not commit inten-
tionally endangering or life-threatening violent
acts for any reason, except in the rare case of
trying to defend themselves, or others, or their
property. For example, you may, of course, re-
sort to the use of physical restraint or force if
someone is about to bash you—or any inno-
cent helpless person, for that matter—over the
head with a bat, or is trying to grab your chil-
dren or set fire to your property, etc.

e When an unwelcome visitor, such as a wolf
in sheep’s clothing, invades your property
and starts breaking down doors, windows,
socking disciples, and ripping off your sheep,
don't hesitate to defend yourselves until the
police come! You may have to use a little
force to prevent even greater violence. Try
not to hurt anyone, but definitely, forcibly re-
strain them from further trespassing and vio-
lence with whatever force it takes to do so
(ML #143A:61,79).

G Thecontinual voicing of doubts,
criticisms, or skepticism, in a de-
structive manner designed to foster
strife and schism, of Dad, Maria,
Peter, the Word or the Family. Criti-
cism or inquiries of a legitimate
nature for the purpose of seeking
clarification or counsel, or voicing
an objection, may be made, eitherin
person or in writing, to the appropri-
ate over-shepherds, Home officer,
or higher officers. Such criticisms
are acceptable only if made for the
purpose of seeking clarification or
counsel, or voicing an objection.

It is understandable that from time to time
we have questions or even doubts that we may
need to have resolved by discussing them with
someone. When such an occasion arises, you
should feel free to openly and honestly share
your heart with your shepherds so you can get
the needed answers and prayer. Such matters
are legitimate and need to be expressed, so it's
perfectly acceptable to talk about your doubts
or your criticismswith an appropriate shepherd
when trying to get clarification or counsel, or
express an objection to something that you're
having adifficult time understanding or follow-
ing. If you' redoing it with theright attitude, and
with the right people, whose job it isto try to
answer and help you resolve your questions, as
well as shepherd you through these things and
help you overcome any misconceptions, then
there’s nothing wrong withit.

However, if you are speaking to members
who are not the appropriate shepherds, and if
after having been warned against it, you con-
tinue airing matters which result in the spread-
ing of doubts or bringing about contention or
division, thisis unacceptabl e behavior and will
warrant excommunication.

«  Asyoumay recall, there is counsel on ques-
tions and doubts in the beginning paragraphs
of the Letter “Prophecies on Doubts!” (See
ML #3041:1-23, Lifelines 23.) That Letter
explains that questions are legitimate if you
are undecided or uncertain about an issue,
and you truly want to know the answer. If
handled in the right manner, and the motive
of your heart is to sincerely find the answer
through the right channels, there is nothing
wrong with expressing your questions. Hand-
ling such questions “in the right manner”
means talking to the right people—those who
are strong in faith and who would likely have
the answers or be able to find them. It's not
right to talk about your questions or doubts
with people who are weak in faith or the Word,
who might be stumbled.

e Asexplained in the above-mentioned Letter,
there is a difference between legitimate ques-
tions that are asked out of sincere, pure mo-
tives, and skeptical, distrustful questions that
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are generated by the Enemy for the pur-
pose of trying to weaken the questioner and
stir up division. The Lord gave us good coun-
sel about how to know the difference in the
prophecy entitled, “The Difference between
Questions and Doubts—Try the Spirits!” (See
ML #3041:18-23.) That prophecy explains
that a person who has legitimate questions
will be open and will seek to understand.
They'll want to receive and believe the an-
swers; they want the doubts dispelled. But
the person whose questions are not legiti-
mate is the one who already has his mind
made up, who doesn’t seek answers, but
who seeks to use his questioning as an av-
enue to preach a message of defiance or
doubt, and pour forth the voice of Satan. (ML
#3088:25,26).

Continual breaking or persistent
disregard for the “Charter of Re-
sponsibilities and Rights” or any of
the “Fundamental Family Rules.”

As stated before, the “ Charter of Respon-
sibilities and Rights’ and the “Fundamental
Family Rules” must be adhered to, obeyed, and
followed by everyoneif they wish to be Charter
members, unlessthereisaspecial circumstance
that prevents them from doing so.

Although it isunderstood that there will be
special circumstances when certain rules can’t
be obeyed, if the special circumstances become
therulerather than the exception, and thus some-
oneis continually breaking therules, then they
can be excommunicated, placed on Probation-
ary Status, or reclassified to Fellow member sta-
tus. Of course, some effort by the teamwork
should first be made to help the erring member
correct their behavior, including personal coun-
seling, assigning them areading list on the sub-
ject, or Home Censure, and so forth. If these
effortsfail, themember should be recommended
for excommunication, Probationary Status, or
Fellow member status.

So if amember persistently disregards the
“Charter of Responsibilities and Rights’ and
the “Fundamental Family Rules,” they are in
jeopardy of being excommunicated, being placed

on Probationary Status or being reclassified to
Fellow member status. Theword “ persistent” is
defined as “ persevering obstinately,” and “dis-
regard” is defined as “to pay no attention or
heed to; toignore.” Soif someoneisstubbornly
and obstinately paying no attentionto or iswill-
fully ignoring a clause in the “Charter of Re-
sponsibilitiesand Rights’ or flagrantly disobey-
ing aFundamental Family Rule, after being cor-
rected for it, then they will face excommunica-
tion, Probationary Status, or reclassification to
Fellow member status, depending on the situa-
tion.

e Wedo notaccept people who don't abide by
the rules. They're going to be reported by
the officers and their name is going to be
struck off the DO mailing list. It doesn’'t matter
how much tithe they send iniif they don't obey
(ML #2531).

5. Probationary Status

Probationary Status, which up until now
has been a disciplinary measur e used by the
Homeson errant member s, hasbeen renamed
and will now becalled “ Home Censure.” Any-
thing you could previously be put on Proba-
tionary Statusfor, you can now be put on Home
Censure for. Nothing has changed except the
name. (See point nine on page 22.)

Theterm Probationary Statuswill now be
used asadisciplinary measurefor moreseri-
ous offensesthat you might have been partially
excommunicated for in the past. Probationary
Status will be administered by the Rules and
Clearance Council.

New “Offenses Warranting Probationary
Status”

Charter members will be placed on Proba-
tionary Statusfor thefollowing Charter infrac-
tions (those who blatantly disregard theserules
or are repeat offenders will be in jeopardy of
excommunication from the Family, or reclassifi-
cation to Fellow member status in accordance
with “ Offences Warranting Excommunication,”
H.):
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A. Giving CM or CM/FM publications,
either in print or electronic format,
to non-CM members (exceptin
accordance with “The Classifica-
tions of Family Membership and
Literature”), or to Charter members
whose Home is on Probationary
Notice, or the receiving of CM or CM/
FM literature when your Home is on
Probationary Notice.

1. In exceptional cases, the conti-
nental officers or World Ser-
vices may give members per-
mission to give literature to
those who would not normally
be eligible to receive it.

“TheClassifications of Family Membership
and Literature” clearly outlines who is permit-
ted to read which Family publications. It is not
permitted for Charter members to knowingly
give CM or CM/FM literature to those who are
not authorized to haveit. Thisincludes Charter
members whose Home has been put on Proba-
tionary Notice and are therefore not eligible to
receive new WSmailings.

In exceptional cases, either the COsor World
Services may give permission to give literature
to some people who would not normally be al-
lowed to receiveit, such as some academicsand
lawyers, etc. At times we have given literature
for research, and whiletechnically thisisgiving
CM lit to non-Charter members, it has been
deemed expedient, necessary, and beneficial.
However, only the COs or WS are authorized to
makethisdecision.

B. Committing violent acts judged not
worthy of excommunication, or
determinedly or repeatedly threat-
ening violence against others.

Committing acts of violence other than in
self-defense or the defense of others or prop-
erty isnot acceptablein the Family. Thosefound
guilty of violencewill receive punishment inthe
form of either Probationary Status or excommu-
nication, depending on the severity of the act.

Those found guilty of determinedly or repeat-
edly threatening violence against otherswill re-
ceive Probationary Status. If threats of violence
continue, the member will be in jeopardy of ex-
communication.

This clause covers violence or persistent
threatsof violencetoward anyone, including one's
mate or children. If aFamily member isviolent
with their mate or children, or regularly threat-
ens them with violence, they will be placed on
Probationary Status by their Rules and Clear-
ance Council. If the act of violenceis severe, or
thereisarecurrence, he or shewill face excom-
muni cation from the Family. If, however, amate
was defending himself or herself from spousal
violence, then it could be judged a matter of
self-defense and not necessarily be grounds for
punishment. (See also the Family Statement,
“Our StanceAgainst Violence.”)

C. Those 21 and over engagingin
sexual interaction with those ages
14 and 15.

Those 21 and ol der are not permitted to en-
gagein any sexual interaction with anyone under
theage of 16. Thosefound guilty of sexual inter-
action with those ages 14 and 15 will be placed
on Probationary Status, and repesat offenderswill
beinjeopardy of excommunication.

Those 21 and over who engagein any sexual
act with those ages 14 and 15 will be excommu-
nicated. (See* Offences Warranting Excommu-
nication,” B.)

D. Those 18through 20 engaging in
sexual contact with those ages 14
and 15.

Those 18 through 20 are not permitted to
engage in any sexual contact or sexual act with
anyone under the age of 16. Those found guilty
of sexual contact with those ages 14 and 15 will
be placed on Probationary Status and repeat of -
fenderswill bein jeopardy of excommunication.

Those 18 and over who engagein any sexua
act with those ages 14 and 15 will be excommu-
nicated. (See* Offences Warranting Excommu-
nication,” B.)
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E Those ages 16 and 17 engaging in
sexual acts with those ages 14 and
15 except in accordance with “Sex
and Affection Rules,” F.

16- and 17-year-olds may date 14- and 15-
year-olds, but only if done in accordance with
the “ Sex and Affection Rules,” F. Engaging in
any sexual act not in accordance with the “ Sex
andAffection Rules,” F. will result in Probation-
ary Status.

FE Those ages 16 and 17 engaging in
sexual contact with those under the
age of 14.

Those ages 16 and 17 are not permitted to
engage in any sexua interaction with anyone
under the age of 14. (See “Sex and Affection
Rules” G) Those 16 and 17 who engagein sexua
contact with those under the age of 14 will be
placed on Probationary Status.

G Engaging in sexual contact or acts
with non-Family, or non-Charter
members.

1. WS leadership may, in excep-
tional cases, permit Charter
members to engage in sexual
relations with non-Charter
members, such as with live-out
members and long-standing
Family friends. In such rare
instances, permission will be
explicitly given to the member
concerned and their continental
office notified.

Charter members are not permitted to en-
gagein sexual contact or actswith non-Charter
members of the Family. This rule has been put
into effect to prevent HIV/AIDS from entering
our communal lifestyle.

There are somelive-out membersand Fam-
ily friends who became members or befriended
the Family before 1987 during the FF era. In a
few rareinstances such asthese, permission has
been given for sexual relationsto continue. WS

leadership approves these cases, and the conti-
nental officesinvolved are aware of each case.

H. Engaging in sexual acts with Char-
ter members after having had sex
with a non-Charter member and
prior to being cleared by HIV testing;
or engaging in sexual acts with
Charter members after having had
sex with someone who you knew
had sex with a non-Charter member
and has not yet been cleared by HIV
testing.

Members who have engaged in sexua acts
with anon-Charter member, or with someonewho
they know has had sex with anon-Charter mem-
ber and has not yet been cleared by HIV testing,
must refrain from engaging in any sexual act with
othersuntil they or the person they had sex with
are no longer at risk by having been cleared by
HIV testing. Breaking thisruleand putting others
at risk will result in Probationary Status.

I.  Engaging in sexual contact or acts
with new or rejoining members who
have been in the Family for less
than six months.

Thisisthe“no sex with new disciplesrule,”
which has been a Family rule for along time.
The reason for this rule is twofold: First, be-
cause beginning sexual relationshipswith either
anew or rejoining member diverts their atten-
tion from the most needed aspects of disciple-
ship training, which include getting into the
Word, building arelationship with the Lord, and
learning to live within the Family. Sexual or ro-
mantic relationships during those first six
months are viewed as an unneeded distraction.

The second reason is because new mem-
bers need to be HIV tested before joining and
after their first six monthsinthe Family.

*  We're an army, and when babes join they
need to go through their initial training and
boot camp without the complications of per-
sonal relationships. They need time to fall in
love with Jesus and the Word first; then later
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when they are stronger they can be trusted
with the added blessing of sexual fellowship
(ML #1909:20).

J. Alcohol abuse.

Regardless of amounts consumed, the tol-
erance and reaction to alcohol varies from per-
son to person. Members must be moderate in
their alcohol consumption. Overdrinking isnot
permitted in the Family. Those found abusing
alcohol repeatedly, or if serious consequences
result from their overdrinking, will bedisciplined
by the Rules and Clearance Council, using Pro-
bationary Status.

K. Knowingly failing to report offenses
warranting excommunication or
Probationary Status.

AsDad hassaid, “Failureto report acrime
isacrime’ (ML #662:22). If, for example, aFam-
ily member sees or knows about anyone who
has committed an offense warranting excommu-
nication or Probationary Status, it istheir duty
to report it.

If it isdiscovered that a member knew of a
situation where a Probationary Status offense
was committed and didn’ t report it to their shep-
herds, they will be placed on Probationary Sta-
tus.

If itisdiscovered that amember knew of a
situation where an excommunicable offensewas
committed and didn’t report it to their shep-
herds, they will be placed on Probationary Sta-
tus, and depending on the situation, they arein
jeopardy of being excommunicated.

L. Because they are minors, those
ages 16 and 17 who commit of-
fenses warranting excommunica-
tion mightinstead be placed on
Probationary Status.

O. Because they are considered chil-
dren under the Charter, those ages
14 and 15 who commit offences
warranting Probationary Status or
excommunication may be placed on

Probationary Status at the discre-
tion of the Rules and Clearance
Council and with the agreement of
their parents.

6. Probationary Status Procedures

Since Probationary Satusisnow a disci-
plineadminister ed by theRulesand Clearance
Council and no longer by the member’sHome,
we have amended this procedure to reflect those
changes.

New “Procedures for Placing a Member on
Probationary Status”

A. Charter members can only be
placed on Probationary Status by
the Rules and Clearance Council,
and only if the member commits
one of the “Offenses Warranting
Probationary Status.” Probationary
Status will be for a period of three
to six months per offense. For a
member to be placed on Probation-
ary Status, the following pro-
cedures must be followed:

1. If an offense warranting Proba-
tionary Status is not reported
directly to the Rules and Clear-
ance Council or to the Continen
tal Council by those involved,
the Home officers must inform
the Rules and Clearance Coun-
cil of the offense, giving full
details of the matter.

2. Regardless of who initiates the
Probationary Status, the Rules
and Clearance Council must
fully investigate the matter, com-
municating personally with the
Home officers, the member in
guestion, and anyone elsein-
volved.

3. TheRules and Clearance Coun-
cil, by atwo-thirds majority, will
decide whether Probationary
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Status is warranted, and the
length and other conditions
thereof.

If the Rules and Clearance
Council determines that Proba-
tionary Status is warranted,
they will notify the member and
his or her Home, specifying all
conditions, including the dura-
tion of the member’s Probation-
ary Status.

B. While on Probationary Status, the
member:

1.

If placed on Probationary Status
for a sex-related Charter of-
fense, must refrain from engag-
ing in all sexual contact or acts,
except with their mate, if they
have one.

If placed on Probationary Status
for engaging in sexual acts with
anon-Charter member, they
must refrain from engaging in
any sexual acts for six months.
At the end of the six-month
period, the member must be
tested for HIV and receive docu-
mented proof that they do not
have the HIV virus. They must
also take atest(s) for sexually
transmitted diseases. The STD
test(s) the member should take
will be determined by the
member’s Home.

a. A written statement, signed
by the member and wit-
nessed by the Home offi-
cers, must be sent (via
email or other means) by
the Home officers to the
Rules and Clearance Coun-
cil declaring the outcome of
the HIV testing before the
member is allowed to en-

gage in sexual acts with
other Family members.

b. A member who is mated
and is placed on Probation-
ary Status for engaging in
sexual acts with a non-
Charter member may have
sexual intercourse with his
or her consenting mate,
providing they useacon-
dom each time. The mate
must also agree not to en-
gage in any sexual acts
with others until the mem-
ber on Probationary Status
has been tested clear of
HIV six months after the
offense.

c. Inthe case of a Charter
member having engaged in
sexual contact or acts with
a non-Charter member, the
Charter member has the
option of becoming a Fellow
member rather than being
placed on Probationary
Status. If the member
chooses to become a Fellow
member, they should notify
the Rules and Clearance
Council of their decision. In
such a case, “The Proce-
dures for Moving a Charter
Member to Fellow Member
Status” will be waived and
the change of status will
take effect immediately.

Because the Family’s Fellow members are
permitted to have sexual interaction with non-
Family members, in somecases, if aCharter mem-
ber feelsthat they would rather becomeaFellow
member in order to be ableto pursue arelation-
ship with a non-Family member, they have the
option of doing so rather than being placed on
Probationary Statusand continuing on asaChar-
ter member. However, they cannot apply to be
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returned to Charter member status for a period
of at least six months.

3. Must complete the “Reading
List for Members on Probation-
ary Status” during their period
of Probationary Status.

Note: The “Reading List for Members on Proba-
tionary Status” is an updated reading list that will
be included in the reprinted Charter. Until the
Charter is reprinted, members should read from
the “Reading List for Fellow Members Changing
to CM or Those on Partial Excommunication.”

4. Temporarily loses his or her
right to vote on Home matters.

5. Loses his or her “Right of Mobil-

ity

a. A member on Probationary
Status loses his or her
“Right of Mobility.” However,
if thereceiving Home is
aware that the member is
on Probationary Status and
votes the prospective mem-
ber into the Home accord-
ing to Charter guidelines,
the Rules and Clearance
Council may give approval
for the member to move to
thereceiving Home. The
receiving Home, if in a dif-
ferent area, must also re-
ceive approval from their
Rules and Clearance Coun-
cil to receive the member.

b. If aseniorteenis placed on
Probationary Status, his or
her parent(s) or guardian(s)
still retain(s) the right to
move the child to another
location during this period.

6. Mustforgo all alcoholic bever-
ages.
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7. Mustforgo all movies, both in the
Home and at movie theaters, and
watching television, except for
news or educational documen-
taries and videos that are part of
their schooling curriculum.

8. Mustforgo surfing the Internet,
as well as the playing of com-
puter games.

a. Members may access the
Internet for business or
school purposes only and
with the approval and over-
sight of the Home's officers.

C. Members who contravene the terms
of their Probationary Status will
face further discipline, applied in an
appropriate and proportionate man-
ner according to the severity and
frequency of their offense. This may
resultin additional time spent on
Probationary Status of up to six
weeks.

7. Excommunication Procedures

Wehavealsoamended the* Procedur esfor
Excommunicating Family Members’ toreflect
new changes in excommunication procedures
asfollows:

Changes in “Procedures for Excommunicat-
ing Family Members”

A. Charter members can only be ex-
communicated by the Continental
Council, and only if the member
commits an excommunicable of-
fense.

1. Charter members will be ex-
communicated from Family
membership and from receiving
all but GP/DFO Family literature.

Thosewho have been excommunicated may
have contact with Family members, unless ex-



pressly forbidden by the Continental Council
(CC), which would be announced to the Homes.
In such acase, the personal family members of
the excommunicated person may still have con-
tact with them, though not in aFamily Home or
wherethere are any other Family members.

Unless otherwise specified by the CC, it is
up to aFamily Home to determine whether they
will have contact with an excommunicated mem-
ber, and to what degree. A Home cannot, how-
ever, allow an excommunicated member tojoin
their Home as a member without approval from
the CC. (See “Procedures for Accepting New
Disciplesinto aCharter Home.”)

B. Only the Home's officers, area offi-
cers, or continental officers can
initiate recommendations for ex-
communication. To recommend
excommunication, the following
procedures must be adhered to:

1. If an excommunicable offense
has not already been reported
directly to the Rules and Clear-
ance Council or to the Continen-
tal Council by thoseinvolved,
the Home officers must inform
the Rules and Clearance Coun-
cil and the Continental Council
of the member’s excommuni-
cable offense, giving full details
of the matter.

Regardless of who initiates the
excommunication, the Rules and
Clearance Council must fully
investigate the matter, communi-
cating personally with the Home
officers, the member in ques-
tion, and anyone elseinvolved.

a. Thememberin question
can request that a member
of the Rules and Clearance
Council visit him or herin
order to speak personally
with them if the member in
guestion so desires.

The Rules and Clearance Coun-
cil mustinform the Continental
Council of its findings, and its
assessment of whether the
member has committed an
excommunicable offense.

C. Upon receipt of the Rules and Clear-
ance Council’s recommendation,
the Continental Council, by atwo-
third’s majority, will decide whether
excommunication is warranted.

1. If excommunication is war-
ranted, the Continental Council
will inform the member and his
or her Home in writing that the
member’s Family membership
is withdrawn.

8. Rights of Children

Thefollowingamendment hasto dowith
thequestion of parentspursuing legal action
against aperson who was excommunicated from
the Family for alleged abuse, either physical or
sexud, of achild.

Somemay wonder why thisissueisbeing
addressed at thistime. Therulesthat the Fam-
ily has had in place over theyearsin regardsto
protecting our children from any kind of abuse
have been very effective and there is virtually
no abuse of children in the Family. In the few
cases that have come up in recent years, the
adults found guilty of such offenses have been
immediately excommunicated from the Family.

Thereason thisisbeing addr essed isthat
therehavebeen somequestionsregar dingwhat
the Family’ spolicy would beintaking legal ac-
tion against such excommunicated members, and
the Lord showed us that this point needed to
be clarified.

Change in the “Rights of Children”
B. Be free from abuse of any kind—
sexual, physical, spiritual, mental,
emotional, or psychological.
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The Family has a zero tolerance policy in
regards to the abuse of minors. As a religious
entity, The Family fulfillsitsmoral responsibil-
ity to maintain asafe environment for minorsby
immediately expelling and excommunicating any
adult member deemed guilty of sexually or
physically abusive behavior towards children.

Should a parent(s) or guardian(s) choose
to file charges or pursue legal action against an
individual for alleged abusive actions, they are
freeto do so, taking into consideration the best
interests of their child and family and their per-
sonal faith. As in the case of al decisions re-
lated to thewell-being of their children, ultimate
responsibility lieswith the parents.

In the event of such a course of action be-
ing pursued, a decision of this nature has the
potential to affect other unrelated Family mem-
bersresiding in the same Home, city or country.
This could ultimately result in duress for these
families and individuals and greatly hinder the
missionary work of their Home(s). Therefore,
parents opting for such a course of action will
need to step outside of Charter membership for
the duration of the proceedings. During that
time they are free to continue fellowshipping
with their former Home and other Family mem-
bersat themutual agreement of those concerned.
When the proceedings have concluded, the in-
dividuals may reapply for Charter membership.

9. Home Censure Procedures (formerly
referred to as Probationary Status)

Home Censure, formerly referred to as
Probationary Status, isthedisciplinary actiona
Home can administer to its members for viola-
tion or disregard for the“ Responsibilities of In-
dividua Members’ or the“ Fundamental Family
Rules.”

New “Procedures for Home Censure”

A. Home Censureis adisciplinary
measure that can only be adminis-
tered by the Home to a member
who violates, contravenes, or fails
to fulfill the “Responsibilities of
Individual Members” or the “Funda-
mental Family Rules.”

22

A Home member can be cen-
sured for a period to be deter-
mined by a simple majority of
the Home’s voting members,
not to exceed three months.

While under Home Censure, the
member:

a. Temporarily loses his or her
right to vote on Home mat-
ters.

b. Loses his or her “Right of
Mobility.”

c. Mustread parts, or all, of the
“Reading List for Members on
Probationary Status,” at the
Home officers’ discretion, as
well as other publications that
the Home's officers deem
necessary. The member does
not lose access to any CM
publications.

B. Any Home member,including a
Home officer, can be recommended
for Home Censure by the Home's
officers, providing the following
procedures are adhered to:

1.

The Home officers must clearly
explain to the Home’'s voting
members, with the member in
question present, if he so
chooses, showing just cause
why the member is being rec-
ommended for Home Censure,
and proposing for how long.

After the matter has been dis-
cussed, the member in ques-
tion should be given the oppor-
tunity to come before the Home
to present his case or refute
the accusations, if he or she so
desires.



3. The matter is to be discussed
and voted on by secret ballot.
4. If asimple majority agrees with

the recommendation, the Home
officers must officially inform
the member that he or she is
censured, explaining the rea-
sons why and what is required
of him or her.

C. A member that has been censured
by their Home may exercise their
“Right of Redress” if he or she is
not in agreement with the Home’s
decision.

Home Censureisadisciplinary measurefor
a Home member that is decided upon by the
Home. In most cases, a less severe correction
should have preceded a member being cen-
sured, such as missing some activities, etc.
When someoneis censured, they automatically
losetheir right to vote and their Right of Mobil-
ity, and may al so receive other disciplinary mea-
sures in accordance with “ Responsibilities and
Authority of Home Officers,” C.

Home Censure should befor apredetermined
length of time, not exceeding three months, and
should be a penalty proportional to the offense.
It is also a good idea to assign an appropriate
reading list to help strengthen the Home mem-
ber.

10. Driving Rules

Adriver, especially when carrying passen-
gersin hisor her vehicle, shouldersaserious
responsibility for their lives, and they arede-
pendent on hisor her prayerful care. Thereare
already many potential dangers when driving,
and if the driver has been drinking, those dan-
gers are multiplied many fold. Many countries
and areas of the world have very strict rules
concerning drinking and driving, and severe
consequences for driving after drinking over
the authorized limits. The Charter has been
amended to include rules concerning drinking
and driving inthe Family.

Another changetothedrivingrulesiscon-
cerningtheissuanceand use of Family Driv-
ing Certificates. This has now been dropped.
Thisdoesn’t change the requirements concern-
ing new driversin the Home. The only change
isthat it is not necessary to continue requiring
Family driversto carry Family driving certifi-
cates.

Change in “Driving Rules”

#. Becausedriving after having drunk
alcoholic beverages can impair a
driver’s driving abilities and lead to
serious accidents, Family members
should refrain from driving after
drinking alcoholic beverages. The
Charter recognizes, however, that in
some cases it might be necessary
for a member to drive after having
drunk some alcohol. In such cases
the following rules must be adhered
to:
1. Members should appoint a

designated driver(s) whenever
they attend any type of fellow-
ship or party where they will
drink alcoholic beverages, or
are in any situation where alco-
hol is being served and any of
them will be required to drive
afterwards.

No oneis allowed to drive a
vehicle for 8 hours after
having drunk more than the
alcohol equivalent of 12
ounces (375 ml) of wine, 24
ounces (750 ml) of beer
(that does not exceed 6%
alcohol), or two ounces [60
ml] of hard liquor that day.

a.

1) Ifadriverdrinks upto
the alcohol equivalent
of 6 ounces (190 ml) of
wine, 12 ounces (375
ml) of beer (that does
not exceed 6% alcohol),
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or one ounce (30 ml) of
hard liquor, they must
wait at least one hour
after finishing, without
drinking any alcohol,
before they can drive.

2) If adriver drinks the
alcohol equivalent of 7
to 12 ounces (200 to
375 ml) of wine, 13 to
24 ounces (390 to 750
ml) of beer (that does
not exceed 6% alcohol),
or one to two ounces
(35to 60 ml) of hard
liquor, they must wait at
least two hours after
finishing, without drink-
ing any alcohol, before
they can drive.

a) Thoseunder 21,
inexperienced, or
new drivers with
less than one year
of driving time are
not permitted to
drive if they have
drunk any alcohol
whatsoever.

2. In countries where the law of
theland regarding drinking and
driving is stricter than the Char-
ter rules, the law of the land
must be obeyed.

Alcohol consumption is a major cause of
motor vehicle crashesand injury. About half of
all motor vehicle fatalities occur in crashesin
which adriver has consumed ameasurablelevel
of alcohal prior to the crash. Following issome
important information concerning the amounts
and affects of alcohol on an individual’s body.

Blood alcohol concentration (BAC), or the
amount of alcohol in an individual’s body, is
measured by the weight of the alcohol in avol-
ume of blood. There is no precise formula to

determine BAC, as levels vary from person to
person, which can vary within anindividual on
a case-by-case basis depending upon that
person’s gender, weight, metabolism, time
period over which the alcohol was consumed
and the amount of food intheir stomach prior to
drinking. Although aperson’s BAC can be esti-
mated, thelevel cannot be determined solely by
the number of drinks consumed, and cannot be
precisely calculated by a person’s height and
weight.

Blood alcohol concentration directly cor-
relatesto the degree of impairment an individual
displayswhen driving after drinking. Although
anindividual may not exhibit grosssigns of in-
ebriation, he/sheisneverthelessimpaired, even
at alow BAC level. Studies show that therela-
tiverisk of beingkilled in asinglevehiclecrash
for driverswithaBAC level between .05and .09
is11 timesthat of driverswith .00BAC level. As
BAC increases, the degree of impairment also
risesdramatically, asillustrated by the graph on
thefollowing page.

Ingeneral, a60kg. (132 1b.) person has ap-
proximately the same blood al cohol concentra-
tion after two drinksas an 80 kg. (176 Ib.) per-
son does after three drinks. Two drinks, or the
equivalent of two six-ounceglasses of 13% wine
(or two cans of beer, or two ounces of hard
liquor) raises an 80 kg. person’s BAC level to
.05, and to .08 for a60 kg. person.

Itisimperative, therefore, that no onedrive
for aminimum of one hour after consuming the
alcohol equivalent of six ounces of wine (There
arefour 6-ounceglassesof wineina750 ml bottle.
A six-ounce glass of wine is also the alcohol
equivalent of one 12-ounce[375 ml] can of beer
[that does not exceed 6% al cohol], or one ounce
[30 ml] of hard liquor). If you have consumed
the alcohol equivalent of two glasses of wine,
two beers, or two ounces of hard liquor, you
must wait two hours without drinking any alco-
hol beforedriving. Any driver who drinks more
than the alcohol equivalent of 12 ouncesof wine
(or 24 ounces of beer [that does not exceed 6%
alcohal], or two ounces of hard liquor) cannot
drivefor at least 8 hours.

A driver, especially when carrying passen-
gersin his vehicle, shoulders a serious respon-
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sibility for their lives, and they are dependent
on his or her prayerful care. There are aready
many potential dangerswhen driving, and if the
driver has been drinking, those dangers are mul-
tiplied many fold. Many countries and areas of
the world have very strict rules concerning
drinking and driving, and severe consequences
for driving after drinking over their prescribed
limits.

It is strongly suggested that Family mem-
bers not drink any alcoholic beverages if they
are to drive later that day or night. However,
there are times when members are attending a
fellowship, going to a party, eating out, etc.,
where alcoholic beverages will be served. In
such cases it is the members' responsibility to
make sure one person on the team is the desig-
nated driver. |deally, the person who isthe des-
ignated driver should not drink at all before
bringing his passengers home from a situation
where alcohol has been served; but if the des-
ignated driver doesdrink, it should bevery little,
and the driver should allow sufficient time for
the alcohol to assimilate and the effects of the
alcohol to pass in accordance with the rules
listed above. Those under 21, inexperienced, or

Concentrated attention,
speed control

Information processing,

gment

Coordination
— Eye movement control, standing

adiness, emergency responses

Tracking and steering
Divided attention, choice reaction

e, visual function

new drivers with less than one year of driving
time, are not permitted to drive if they have
drunk any alcohol whatsoever.

The affects and limits of alcohol on thein-
dividual vary considerably according to the
person’s weight, body mass, foods they’ ve re-
cently eaten, alcohol tolerance, etc., and most
countries where there are strict laws concern-
ing drinking and driving take this into account
when testing for thealcohol limit. Thelawscon-
cerning alcohol limits for those driving a ve-
hiclein the country, city, or state whereyou are
residing must be strictly adhered to, unlessthey
aremorelenient than the Charter rules, inwhich
case the Charter rules must be followed.

Breaking these drinking and driving rules
will be considered a serious al cohol offenseand
as such will be disciplined with Probationary
Status in accordance with the “ Offenses War-
ranting Probationary Status,” J. It will also re-
sultinsuspension by the RCC of all driving privi-
leges for no less than 3 months for a first of-
fenseand up to oneyear for any further offenses.

25



The following five requirements
must be adhered to by all new Fam-
ily drivers.

1. Read all of the Letters available
to you from the “New Drivers
Required Reading List.”

Take and pass the written
driver’s test. (See Appendix.)

A new (or inexperienced) driver
must complete 20 hours of
supervised driving with acom-
petent Family driver, and must
satisfy this Family driver’s as-
sessment of their driving.
(Hours of driving training at a
recognized driving academy or
school may be counted toward
the 20 hours of supervised driv-
ing time.)

a. An already experienced
driver who has avalid
driver’s license and consid-
erable Family driving expe-
rience, and who receives a
recommendation from two
of the Home officers that
he/she is a safe, competent
driver, does not have to
meet the 20-hour require-
ment.

A simple majority vote of the
Home’'s members in each Home
you go to will then enable you to
become adriver for that Home.

Theterm “new driver” used above not only
appliesto thosewho havejust recently acquired
adriver's license, which would generally be a
senior teen or YA, but also those older Family
members who may have had a driver’s license
for anumber of years, but due to lack of actual
driving experience may no longer beaqualified
driver. In such a case, a Home may decide that
these drivers need to have some recent hands-

26

on experience beforethey can driveavan full of
children or take witnessing teamsout, etc. They
may therefore votein the same requirementsthat
anew driver is expected to meet before getting
approva asaHome driver—that is, 20 hours of
drivingtime, plusapprova fromtheteamworkers.

The supervised driving timewould not nec-
essarily need to beofficial “driver training,” but
can be on-the-job practice. For example, an 18-
year-old could do provisioning pickupswith an
experienced licensed driver inthe car, who could
instruct the new driver during the course of the
day’sdriving. However, we do not recommend
that new or inexperienced drivers drive a van
full of people.

While we are stipulating that two Home
teamworkersand acompetent Family driver can
approve a“new” driver, after he or she has had
20 hours of driving experience, the Home itself
should aso be in general agreement with the
individual driving. Any voting memberinaHome
hastheright to bring up inaHome council meet-
ing the subject of driving and/or aspecificdriver
if they feel he or she doesn’t drive safely, to be
discussed and/or voted on by theHome. In other
words, thoseriding inavehicledriven by adesig-
nated Home driver should have a reasonable
amount of confidence in the driver’s abilities,
and if they don't, they have every right to bring
it up for discussion in the proper forum.

Remember, their liveswill bein your hands
when driving!

11. Responsibilities of World Services’
Leadership and Homes

Change to “Responsibilities of World
Services’ Leadership and Homes”

World Services is responsible to:

A. Publish, electronically or otherwise,
the Words that God has given to our
Prophet and Prophetess.

Publish, electronically or otherwise,
general counsel for the Family,
which Charter members and/or
Homes apply according to their own



personal choice and decisions in
order to fulfill their responsibilities
and abide by the rules of the Char-
ter.

12. Responsibilities of Continental
Officers

Asmentioned previoudly, with thecreation
of theboar ds, some of thefunctionsof the gov-
erning of the Family previously taken care of
by the reporting office or the continental offic-
ers will now be taken care of by other bodies,
such as the Rules and Clearance Council.

Change to the “Responsibilities of
Continental Officers”

Continental officers are responsible to:
A.

Fulfill the “Obligations of All Family
Officers.”

Regularly keep WS leadership in-
formed of their personal activities,
and the general activities of their
continental area.

Determine major decisions by simple
majority vote of their teamwork of
officers, unless otherwise specified
in the Charter. In the event of atie
vote, the officers must submit the
guestion to WS leadership.

Because our leadership operates in team-
work, there is no one individual who has sole
authority or responsibility. Major decisions must
therefore be made by amajority vote of the CC
after prayer and discussion about the matter. Not
every matter has to be decided through voting.
However, the major ones, which affect the over-
all areaand/or teamwork, need to be decided in
counsel and prayer together. Some procedures
require atwo-thirds majority vote of the Conti-
nental Council.

D. Immediately inform WS leadership
of all matters having, or with the

potential to have, a major effect on
their, or any other, area.

Besides general reporting, the COs are re-
quired to keep WSl eadership informed of any-
thing out of the ordinary that they perceive is
going to have a major effect on the Family in
their area, or other areas, for either good or bad.

E Ensurethat every Home in their
area has areporting office to pro-
cess its monthly TRF, tithe, and gifts.

When necessary and feasible, to
the best of their ability supply their
area’'s Homes with important WS
publications in the local language.

Itisnot possible for the COsto ensurethat
national disciples in every language area get
the pubs in their language. We simply do not
have the manpower or resourcesto translate all
of the CM pubs, or even many GP or DFO pubs
into all languages. However, whenitisfeasible
and necessary, an attempt should be made to
do so. These local language pubs may be sent
tothe Homesviaemail rather than paper mail at
the CC’'sdiscretion.

In some language areas we have L IMsthat
attempt to reproduce the major World Services
publicationsintheir local languages. However,
in other areas where the national Family popu-
lation is not so large, we have Lit-Picsinstead
of LIMs to translate some of the Family pubs
mainly for GP consumption, and occasionally
various other pubsfor our national disciples. In
other areas where there are very few nationals,
it has been necessary for the nationals to learn
Englishin order to read Family pubs.

G. Make available, to the best of their
ability and resources, good quality
outreach tools in an appropriate
language to the Homes in their area,
and oversee the centers that pro-
duce suchtools.

1. The Continental Council may
authorize Homes to duplicate
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their own outreach tools when
warranted.

2. The Continental Council must
approve any non-WS audio or
video tools produced in their
areafor GP distribution.

3. Homes may duplicate WS-pro-
duced black-and-white tracts.

The CC is responsible to supply, as best
they can, outreach tools for their area. Thisis
generally accomplished through Production
Centers (PCs, formerly SCsor PPCs), whichthe
CCisresponsibleto overseein order to guaran-
tee a continued flow of outreach tools to the
Homes.

There may be occasionswhen aPC will not
be ableto service aHome or Homes, either be-
causethe Homeistoo distant or for anumber of
other reasons. In such a case the CC may auth-
orize a Home to reproduce the WS outreach
tools on their own instead of being supplied
from a PC. Without this specific permission,
Homes are not permitted to reproduce WS out-
reach tools, except for the black-and-whitetracts
that WS has produced.

The CCisresponsibleto duplicate outreach
tools that can be used in the area, but this
doesn’'t necessarily mean that they must be in
thelanguage of thearea. An exampleisHolland,
where we may not be ableto haveall of our GP
pubs available in Dutch, simply because we
don’t have the trandators or the resources to
translate all the GP material. However, since a
majority of peoplewitnessed toin Holland speak
English, the CC would befulfilling their respon-
sibility by supplying English lit, as that would
be an “appropriate language.”

On the other hand, supplying GP pubs in
English for Russiawould not necessarily be an
“appropriatelanguage,” sincefew Russians can
understand or speak English.

H. Regularly publish, electronically or
otherwise, a prayer list for the
Homes in their area, and ensure the
Homes have a monthly prayer day.

The prayer list can be sent to the Homes
viaemail rather than paper mail at the CC'sdis-
cretion.

I.  Regularly publish, electronically or
otherwise, information provided by
the Homes as to available person-
nel and their personnel needs.

1. Additional assistance should be
provided to single parents and
their children seeking a Home.

Ideally, individualsand Homeswill be able
toinitiate personnel movesthemselves, includ-
ing handling the necessary communications
directly between themselves. However, since
this may not always be possible, due to alack
of available information, this service has been
designed to assist Family membersin exercis-
ing their Right of Mability.

If aperson wantsto moveout of their present
Home but doesn’t know the needs, or even the
whereabouts, of other Homes, he obviously
won't be able to move very easily, unless he
decidesto open hisown Home. If aHomehasa
need for personnel with particular giftsor skills,
they can put an ad in the area Want Ads pub or
bulletin for such a person.

Although the CC will not be orchestrating
movement of personnel between Homes, redlis-
tically there will be a need for assistance from
the CC, and an avenuefor thiswould beto regu-
larly publish or email a Want Ads pub to their
Homes. Peoplein their areawho want achange
could write and give information about them-
selves, their skills, experience, etc., to seeif any
Homesneed them. For example, “ Singlemanwith
two children (ages 4 and 10), handyman, driver,
experienced witnesser and JETT teacher, seek-
ing a Home that needs my abilities in this or
another country.” Or aHome could write, “ Our
Home in such-and-such a city needs someone
with childcare skills.”

The CC has no authority to demand that a
Home take new membersinto their Home. COs
and VSsare, of course, freeto approach aHome
and, if necessary, ask themto consider takingin
certain personnel, particularly in the case of
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single parents. Each Home hasto make that de-
cision of itsown volition, but should, of course,
act in aloving manner and pray about and con-
sider the request. The CC might not always be
able to find aHome for someone, but they can
actively try to offer assistance in this respect.

Also, for members wishing to moveto an-
other area, Want Ads could be placed in the
appropriate area’s bulletin by sending an ad to
their RO to pass on to the other area.

It would not bethe CC’sduty to solicit such
information from the Homes, but simply to en-
sure that the information they receiveis adver-
tised to the Homesin their area. For the sake of
security, those placing ads in the pub or news-
letter may use their ABM asthe initial contact
point, or aHome can decide by asimple major-
ity to havetheir postal or email address, or phone
number placed in a bulletin or the Grapevine.
(See LNF#260, point 2, for additional details.)

The bulletin may be sent to the Homes via
email rather than paper mail, at the CC'sdiscre-
tion. This bulletin should also be used asave-
hicleto notify all Homesintheareaof any Homes
that are presently on Probationary Notice.

J. Assignto area officers only those
duties that are in compliance with
the “Charter of Responsibilities and
Rights” and the “Fundamental Fam-
ily Rules.”

A continental officer cannot ask their area
officers to do something that the Charter and
the Rules do not allow them to do.

K. Assume the “Responsibilities and
Authority of the Area Officers”
when visiting Homes, if necessary.

The COs sometimesvisit Homes, and when
they do, if they find it is necessary to perform
the area officer’s responsihilities, they are em-
powered to act in acapacity similar to area offi-
cers.

L. When deemed necessary, offer
counsel and assistance to Fellow
members.

The COsmay offer counsel to Fellow mem-
berswhen they fedl it'snecessary, although their
main responsibility and obligationisto the Char-
ter Family.

13. Authority of Continental Officers
Change in “Authority of Continental Officers”

The continental officers (Continental
Council) are authorized to:

A. Appoint officers above the Home
officer level, only at levels estab-
lished by WS leadership.

The CC has the authority to appoint the
shepherds above the Home officer level. This
means they do not have the right to appoint
Home shepherds (other than in Service Homes,
or Homesin sensitive countries).

The CC can only appoint area officers at
leadership levels set by World Services, which
at present are thevisiting servants (VSs). Even
though Regional Council members have been
appointed by the Continental Councils, only
thosethat are COsor VSsare Family officers.

1. The Continental Council must
inform WS leadership of all
area officer appointments.

2. Officers appointed by the Conti-
nental Council must have their
appointment confirmed by a
simple majority of the Homes, in
avote of confirmation by Home
referendum to be held on speci-
fied dates in accordance with
the “Election Rules.”

TheCCisresponsibletoinform WSIleader-
ship of all appointments of areaofficers. Andin
rare circumstances, WS leadership reservesthe
right to annul any area officer appointment.

These area officers (VSs) must undergo a
vote of confirmation twice a year on the dates
specified inthe“Election Rules’ inthe* Funda-
mental Family Rules.” The voting procedures
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for such avote of confirmation are handled asa
Homereferendum, whichis specifically laid out
in the “Fundamental Family Rules.” VSs con-
firmed by the Homes on these semi-annual con-
firmation dates may continuein their position;
those who are not confirmed must step down.

B. Replace area officers, providing
they first receive approval from WS
leadership.

The CC has the right to replace any of the
area officers, but they must first receive WS
leadership approval. When seeking approval, the
CC will be expected to explain why they wishto
replace them. Of course, if the Homes do not
confirm the area officer, then the CC must re-
place them, and in such a case would not need
prior WS approval.

C. Appoint area business managers
(ABMs) to help supply administra-
tive services for the area.

The CC is responsible to appoint ABMs
when necessary to help coordinate communi-
cations and other administrative servicesfor the
Homes in the area. An ABM is not an area of -
ficer, unless also specifically appointed to be a
V'S. Nevertheless, their responsibilities will be
determined by the CC and will vary from areato
area depending on the help needed by the CC
and RO, and the needs of the field.

D. Define, setup, and organize re-
gional and national board areas
within their continental area.

1. The Continental Council must
receive approval from WS
leadership for any proposed
changes to their regional or
national board areas.

The CCisresponsibleto definethe national
and regional areaswithin their continental area
and ensure that the boards are set up and run
within those areasin accordance with the rules
and guidelines for the boards put forth in the

Family Board Handbook.

E. Communicate with the officers and
Homes within their area.

F  Make disbursals from WS finances
held by them, only for the specified
purposes for which the finances
have been allocated by World Ser-
vices.

The CC sometimesreceivesfunds allocated
for various purposes from World Services, and
once received are authorized to disburse them.
Authorization is only for those purposes for
which the funds have been allotted.

G Decide, in counsel with WS leader-
ship, all matters regarding registra-
tion of organizations or associa-
tions in the name of the Family, or
as an affiliate of the Family. See also
“Basic Responsibilities of the Char-
ter Home,” L.

H. Establish area goals within the area
in accordance with the “Basic Re-
sponsibilities of the Charter Home,”
E., and the “Election Rules,” D.2.

. Open, operate, or close Service
Homes in accordance with the “Pro-
cedures for Becoming a Service
Home.”

J. DecideifaHome may be opened in
a city or metropolitan area that
already has a Charter Home if there
is a disagreement between the
Homes in the city and the Rules and
Clearance Council, in accordance
with “Procedures for Opening a
Home in a City that Already Has a
Charter Home,” C.1.

K. Designate cities or metropolitan
areas as “closed,” providing they
have obtained authorization from
WS leadership, in accordance with
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“Procedures for Opening aHome in
a City that Already Has a Charter
Home,” A.

Define the limits of metropolitan
areas, in accordance with “Pro-
cedures for Defining a Metropolitan
Area.”

Recommend the designating or
revoking of sensitive country sta-
tus, in accordance with the “Pro-
cedures for Designating or Revok-
ing Sensitive Country Status.”

Withdraw a member’s permission
to remain in any country within their
area, in accordance with the “Pro-
cedures for Withdrawing Permission
to Remain in a Country,” unless:

1. Thevoting memberis anational
or holds a passport of the coun-

try.

The member is a spouse or
child of a national or a passport
holder of the country.

Recommend personnel for Fellow

member status, in accordance with
the “Procedures for Moving Charter
Members to Fellow Member Status.”

Judge all matters concerning ex-
communication in accordance with
the “Procedures for Excommuni-
cating Family Members.”

14. High School Education

Over thelast few years, Family leader ship,
and mor er ecently the FED and CP boar ds, have
been prayingand counsding about theFamily’s
education of our young people. At thelast sum-
mit, the children’s education was discussed in
depth.

Webelievethat quality Family educationis
superior inmany ways, and that homeschooling

our childrenisthelLord’sbest for our Family
children. Weare proud of the many Family par-
ents and teachers who daily give their all to en-
suretheir children receive asolid education. As
you know, the Charter grants Family children
the right to receive an adequate educationin all
scholastic subjects, and the Lord, Mama, and |
through the L etters have repeatedly stressed this
point.

Astimesand needschange, wemust also
change, and the Lord hasled us, along with the
FED boards, to re-evaluate the Charter’s educa-
tion requirements to see what needs changing
or updating.

After much discussion and prayer concern-
ing the current Charter minimum require-
mentsfor our children’sschooling, thedecision
was madeto rai se the minimum level of educa-
tion required in the Charter, aswell asincrease
the minimum number of hoursof our children’s,
and most notably our JETTS and teens', weekly
scholastic study requirements.

Werealizethat thesechangesmay havea
big effect on some of you and your Home, and
we are sorry if this change might cause some
temporary disruptions in your schedules. But
the Lord has said that these changes will bear
lasting fruit and make the Family stronger.

TheFamily’'sgoal istoraiseour children
tobemissionaries. Part of fulfilling that goal is
to provide them with aquality education. Rais-
ing the scholastic requirements will not only
help our children and young peopleto be better
missionaries, but it will also better preparethose
who may eventually chooseto leave the Family
for their lives outside of the Family.

It will now becompulsory for Family young
peopletoreceivean education enablingthemto
obtain a high school diploma. The CVC Voca
tional High School diplomaisnow the Charter’s
minimum requirement to meet this stipulation.
However, parents or guardians should encour-
age their young people to work toward receiv-
ing the CV C General High School diplomaor an
equivalent when feasible.

The number of hoursthat young people
must spend in scholastic study hasalso been
raised. Children and JETTs must now receivea
minimum of 14 hours scholastic studies per week.
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Junior and senior teens who have not yet ob- Change in “Responsibilities of Parents”

tained ahigh school diplomamust spend amini-
mum of 12 hoursin scholastic studies per week.
For those under 18 who have already obtained
ahigh school diploma, it is recommended that
they spend a minimum of eight hours in aca-
demic or vocational studies each week.

Whilethese higher school hours may be
difficult to squeezein for some Homes, espe-
cially considering all thereisto do in our busy
lives as Family members, giving our childrena
quality education needs to be one of our top
priorities. Many Homes are already doing more
than the current minimum in the Charter, and we
know that as each parent, teacher, and Home
commitsto giving their children the quality edu-
cation they deserve, the fruit and good results
will be noticeable.

Hereisan excer pt of one of themessages
our Hushand gavewhen seeking aconfirmation
about these changes:

(Jesus speaking:) Thesechangesaregood
becausethey arein syncwith thegreater needs
of theFamily now, and arewhat theFamily needs
for thefuture. These are prayerful changesin
step with the need to raise awareness, to raise
the educational requirements in the Family, as
well asto create an element of greater responsi-
bility to be shouldered by the Home and ulti-
mately the parents of the children in the Home.

Thechangesyou aremaking arecompat-
iblewith the majority of Family parentsand
teacher swhohavealready been diligently look-
ing tothe state of their children’seducation.
These conscientious ones are already provid-
ing their children and young people with more
than the current minimum educational require-
ments and scholastic study hours required in
the Charter. They are already fulfilling the new
requirements and they will be thankful to see
these changes. With these changes to the Char-
ter you are now bringing everyone “up to the
average.”

Raising the standard of education in the
Family will bring positiveand lasting fruitin
the lives of your children and will result in a

E. Seetoitthat their children are prop-
erly and sufficiently educated schol-
astically, physically, morally, and
spiritually on an ongoing basis.

1. Toensurethat our Family young
people receive an adequate
education, itis compulsory that
ayoung person receive an edu-
cation enabling him or her to
obtain a high school diploma.
This education must be well
documented and the young
person must receive, at the
minimum, a CVC Vocational
High School diploma. Parents
(or guardians) should encour-
age their young people to work
toward earning the CVC General
High School diplomaor the
equivalent, including those ob-
tainable in their local area,
state, or country.

a. Parents (or guardians) have
completed their responsibil-
ity to educate their children
oncetheyoung person has
obtained a high school dip-
loma or has reached his or
her 18th birthday. The young
person is free to continue
his or her education after
this time if they wish.

b. Young peoplewho have
reached the age of 18 and
do not have a high school
diplomashould be encour-
aged by their Home to ob-
tain their high school dip-
loma, and should be given
study time to do so.

Although it is the responsibility of the

stronger Family more prepared for the times Hometo make surethat al of thechildreninthe
ahead. (End of excerpt of message fromJesus.) Home areraised in agodly manner, loved, and
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have al their needs met, are protected from all
forms of abuse and receive a proper education,
itisultimately the parents’ responsibility to en-
suretheir children’swell-being.

If the Home has poor schooling or no Word
timefor the children, or they don’t allot timefor
get-out on a regular basis, then it's up to the
parentsto speak up in an attempt to change the
Home, or to moveto another Home. If the Home
is not living up to the Charter standard in the
careof the children, the parentscan first explain
totheteamwork and the Homethat they feel the
rights of their children are being violated, and
that according to the “Right of Redress’ some-
thing needs to be done. If nothing changes,
they can seek the help of their VSs or they can
move to another Home.

Itisthe parents’ responsibility, asalso out-
lined in the “Responsibilities of the Charter
Home: Regarding Children and Parents,” B., to
make sure their children receive an adequate
education that qualifiestheir childrento obtain
ahigh school diploma. The Charter recognizes,
however, that as children grow into adolescence,
they bear increasing responsibility for their own
education. If the parents fulfill their responsi-
bility to sufficiently school the adolescent, but
the adolescent does not apply him/herself so
that at age 18 they have not yet obtained or are
not able to obtain a high school diploma, then
the parents have fulfilled their responsibility.
However, the parents and/or the Homeinwhich
the 18-year-old resides should continue to en-
courage the 18-year-old to work toward receiv-
ing hisor her high school diploma.

The Charter also recognizesthat there may
be rareinstances (such asin the case of mental
or physical disability) where a student may not
be ableto obtain a high school diploma. Excep-
tions may be granted by the Regional FED
board on a case-by-case basis.

Please note that the academic level required
to receive a Vocational High School Diploma
has been increased from that stated in CVC
Handbook 2000. Please refer to the MO site or
the CV C website (www.cvcollege.com) for up-
dated information.

If Family students use the CLE course, or
another suitable academic program, they can

have their studies credited toward their CVC
Vocational and/or CVC General High School
Diploma.

If studentsdo their schooling in alanguage
other than English, then the studies done in
that language can be recognized and evaluated
according to the comparative level inthe CVC
Vocationa or General High School Diploma.

In the case of asenior teen that doesn’t live
with hig/her parents, the teen’s guardian should
assume responsibility for his’/her education.

Besidesthe CV C, thereare many avenuesa
student can useto receive ahigh school diploma
or document attesting to high school equiva-
lency, such asthe GED test, GCSE, SAT, CLE, A
Beka, and others. Theregional or national FED
boards may also makeinformation availablere-
garding alternative programsintheir area, state,
or country.

Change in “Scholastic and Schedule Rules”

A. Schooling hours during the school
year:

1. Forchildren (ages 6 through
11): Enough time each week for
them to become competentin a
manner appropriate to their
age, ability, and aptitude in read-
ing, language arts, mathemat-
ics, social studies, science and
practical-life skills, as well as
other curricular subjects. Chil-
dren should receive a minimum
of 14 hours scholastic studies a
week, although more time may
be needed depending on the
child’s age, ability, study habits,
or the requirements of local
schooling laws.

2. ForJETTs (ages 12 and 13): A
minimum of 14 hours of schol-
astic studies per week.

3. Forjunior and senior teens who
have not yet obtained a high
school diploma (ages 14 through
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17): A minimum of 12 hours of
scholastic studies per week.

For junior and senior teens who
have already obtained a high
school diploma, itis suggested
they be given eight hours of
study time per week, academic
or vocational, as chosen by the
teen.

A minimum of two hours weekly
of local language study for all
children ages 6 to 15, until they
can speak the local language
well enough to capably con-
verse and witness. Thisis in
addition to the above-mentioned
hours of scholastics, unless the
children are schooled in the
local language, in which case
the two hours should be de-
voted to English study. JETTS’
and teens’ local language study
can be incorporated into their
witnessing.

Itis recommended that a young
person’s study time be moni-
tored or supervised to ensure it
is well spent and profitable.

Please bear in mind that besides desk work
in the four traditional academic subjects—lan-
guage arts, socia studies, math and science—
effective homeschooling includes educational
input and activities such as visits to museums,
planetariums, and other educational sites, field
trips, documentaries, experiments and hands-on
learning. It includes subjects such as foreign
language study, health, drama, art and music,
personal study time, classes from the pubs and/
or reference material, and seminarsto motivate
the students to learn.

These arethe minimum requirementsfor the
schooling of our children and young people.
Please remember that our children havetheright
to an education as specified in the Charter. It is
the responsibility of each Home and each par-
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ent to make surethat every childisreceiving an
adequate education. Although the Charter rules
define the minimum hours of scholastic study
required in the Family, attention should be paid
to the number of hours of schooling required to
comply with local school laws, asthey may dif-
fer.

Every Home must set aside the abovelisted
minimum hours for the education of their resi-
dent children, JET Tsand teens; however, if the
amount of schooling given during thistime is
not enough to give the child or children the
education guaranteed them in the Charter, then
it must be increased. Rare exceptions to mini-
mum scholastic study hours may be granted by
the Regional FED board on acase-by-casebasis
(such asfor mental or physical disability).

If the Home or parents cannot supply an
adequate education via homeschooling, they
may need to consider outside schooling, pri-
vate tutoring, etc. It is not enough for aHome
to supply the minimum school timeif it does not
result in an adequate education for the children.

Besides the academic requirements needed
to acquire a CV C Vocational High School dip-
loma, 20 credits in Vocational studies and 20
credits in Christian studies are also required.
Beforeastudent turns 14, hemay start hisCVC
reading list and start earning creditstoward his
CVC Chrigtian and Vocational Studies. Only after
he turns 14 may he begin accumulating credits
in CV C vocational experience courses.

All children may seek outside testing or
certification of their home education if they or
their parentsdesire. Those 18 and over may also
continue their education by means of the CVC
program, private study of other educational ma-
terials and resources, or outside school, classes
or courseswith the agreement of the Home. See
also “Rightsof Children,” F. and G,, and “Home
LifeRules.)

(Remainder of the explanation is unchanged.)

Change in “Rights of Children”
F  (Unchanged.)

1. (Unchanged.)



All our children have the right to an ad-
equate education that allows them to be on par
with their peers outside the Family in the core
curriculum subjectsof math, science, socid studies,
language arts, and other subjects required for
that age of child by educational authorities. The
definition of “adequate” issufficient to satisfy a
requirement or meet a need. Thusanormal six-
year-old should be educated at least to a stan-
dard of achievement equivalent to that of an
average six-year-old, taking into consideration
the child’s ability and aptitude. (The minimum
amount of school hoursis listed in the “ Schol-
astic and Schedule Rules.”) If a child or teen
wishes to receive more education in a certain
field of study, they may do so in counsel with
their parents/guardian(s).

While not considered “children” under the
Charter, senior teens must be given the oppor-
tunity to earn their high school diploma. To as-
sure that each young person is given sufficient
study time, it isrequired that they fulfill amini-
mum number of study hours per week toward
obtaining ahigh school diploma. (The minimum
amount of school hoursislisted in the “ Schol-
astic and Schedule Rules.”)

Those 18 and over may also continue their
education by means of the CV C program, pri-
vate study of other educational materials and
resources, or outside school, classesor courses.
(See“HomeLifeRules,” J.)

15. Word Requirements

In accordancewiththeLord’sand Mama’'s
counsd in“What 1sJesusWorthtoYou?” (ML
#3433), we are amending the Charter Word re-
quirementsasfollows, whichincludesadding a
new Charter requirement involving intercessory
prayer. The previous prayer vigil requirement in
“Reqguired Meetings and Activities,” B., has
been del eted and has now been replaced by the
following changesin the “Word Rules.”

Change in “Word Rules”
Charter members must:

A. Spend aminimum of 1% hours daily
(or 10¥2 hours weekly) in quality

study and communion with the Lord
through the reading of His Word and
other WS publications (private or
united), praise time, or personal
prayer and hearing from the Lord in
prophecy.

Family members should have 1Y% hours
daily, or 10% hours weekly, of quality Word,
praise, personal prayer and hearing from the
Lord, as outlined in “What |s Jesus Worth to
You?' (ML #3433, GN 1016). Thisisnot therec-
ommended amount of personal time with the
Lord; itisthe minimum and it should be quality
time. AstheLord exhortsusin thissame L etter:
“The one-and-a-half-hours in the Word should
be quality time. What isquality time? That isto
be determined by the conscience of the indi-
vidual. The onus is on the individual to deter-
minewhat is‘ quality.’ Thekey isin quality, deep,
feeding Word time. It’snot in just putting in the
hours. The point is to be fed, trained, and in-
spired!”
Generally speaking, the following things
would usually count toward the minimum one-
and-a-half hours of quality Word time:
= Feeding study time, either privately or with
others.
= Personal prophecy time, but not work-re-
lated prophecies.

= Memorizationand review.

= Occasional meaningful discussions about
the application of the Word.

= Some classes you teach others, provided
they are feeding for you personally.

= Devotionswith JET Tsand teens, especially
if you read the New Wine.

=  Praisetime.

= LovingJesusintimately.

1. Disciples under oneyearinthe
Family must be allocated an
additional seven hours per
week, or a total of 17%2 hours
per week, in order to complete
their study of the full foundation
course for new disciples in one
year, as well as to complete
their basic memory work.
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New disciples need to get their grounding
intheWord beforethey get embroiled full-time
in other ministries. In order to make it possible
for them to complete the reading and study of
the foundation Letters listed in Appendix F:
“New Disciples Basic Course’ and Appendix
H: “Priority Reading for New Disciples First Year
in the Family,” an additional seven hours per
week must be allotted by the Homefor this spe-
cific purpose. It's preferable that this additional
Word time be madeavailableon adaily basis, or
at least spread throughout several time slots
during the week, but not less than seven addi-
tional hours of Word time per week. It is esti-
mated that these reading courses can be com-
pleted within oneyear of anew disciplejoining
if thisminimumtimeisallotted for it.

An exception tothisrulewould befor live-
outs, catacombs, or Fellow members changing
to CM who may already have this foundation
from years of reading the Word before joining
the Family, who may not need afull year tofin-
ish the course. But they should be given this
additional time for up to one year to complete
this course according to what the Home team-
work deemsto be necessary. (Seeaso “ Respon-
sibilities of the Charter Home Regarding the
Welfareof itsMembers,” A.2.a.)

B. Spend a minimum of 30 minutes
daily in intercessory prayer.

The Lord said, “I want to institute a new
Charter requirement of 30 minutes of intercess-
ory prayer each day. This should be each
person’sprayer vigil time. Thisistimeyou spend
working for others, pouring out in spirit. Thisis
not time in which you are feeding your own
spirit. Whileintercessory prayer isedifying and
inspiring, and you do come away from such
prayer timefeeling that you accomplished alot
and having a sense of peace, it's not timewhen
you' re feeding your own spirit or being trained
intheWord and in My ways. So thistime should
be set apart from the Word requirement” (ML
#3433:236). This intercessory prayer time for
others is not to be counted as part of the 1Y%
hour minimum daily Word reguirement.

16. Book Reading

Duetothevast quantity of booksavailable,
there hasn’t been timeto put together book
lists, as WS has done with movies. Neverthe-
less, book reading is often an issue that needs
to be addressed in many Homes. The Charter
requirement has often been overlooked because
it requires a confirming vote of the Home for a
member to read a book. The procedure for this
has now been changed so that the Home can
create abook committee to handle mattersrel at-
ing to the Home members reading books other
than educational or other WS-recommended
books. In these cases, the individual, after hav-
ing personally received aconfirmation from the
Lord, can present their request to the Home's
book committeeto confirm the booksthey wish
to read.

Change in “Home Life Rules”

M. Members who wish to read books
or have their children read books,
other than educational textbooks or
those on the recommended book
lists, must, after personally receiving
a confirmation from the Lord to read
the book, submit their request to
their Home and receive the agree-
ment of a simple majority of voting
members.

1. If the Home wishes, in place of
having the entire Home vote on
the matter, they may appoint a
committee of at least three
members 18 or older to decide
which books Home members
can read. The Home member,
after receiving a confirmation
from the Lord, would submit
their request to the committee
and receive the agreement of a
simple majority of the commit-
tee. It is recommended that, if
possible, a member of the
Home teamwork be on the book
committee.
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Ecclesiastes 12:12 says, “ Of making many
booksthereisno end.” Theworldisfull of mil-
lions upon millions of books, some good, some
bad, some edifying, others not. It would be im-
possiblefor WSto make acomprehensivelist of
acceptable books aswe have done with movies.
Because of this, if someoneinthe Homewishes
to read a book, other than an educational text-
book or abook included in aWS-recommended
book list, they must first get aconfirmation from
the Lord about their reading the book and sub-
mit their request to their Home. This includes
booksin electronic form or audio books.

As an alternative to members seeking the
agreement of the whole Home for books they
want to read, especially in the case of larger
Homes, the Home can appoint a book commit-
teeof at least threemembers 18 or over to handle
these matters. Preferably aHome officer should
be on thiscommittee. The committee would not
be set up as a “policing” system. The goal in
forming this committee is to help safeguard
members’ reading and help them be prayerful in
their choice of reading material.

Like movies or music, books are spiritua
food. If you eat bad food, it does you harm.
Certainly not all books are bad, but neither are
they all good, so care must betaken in the choice
of reading material, especially in our busy life-
style. Although some books are not unedifying,
they nevertheless generaly take a fairly long
time to read, which would take away from our
more important duties like reading the Word,
witnessing, fellowshipping with others, etc.
When deeply engrossed in the reading of a
novel, the reader can often tune out what is
going on around them and become absorbed in
and sometimes even addicted to the novel. Such
total absorption can be spiritually detrimental.
For thisreason it is necessary for the Home (or
the book committee, if one has been appointed
by the Home) to agree to the books members
are permitted to read.

If someone wants to read a book, they're
responsibleto ask theLord if itisokay to do so,
and if confirmed by the Lord, how much time
they should spend on it, or any other counsel
that Hemay haveregardingit. Thisisjust abasic
“Ask Me Everything” principle and not some-

thing that applies to book reading alone. But
since reading a book can take a lot more time
than other activities like watching a movie or
playing acomputer game, it’s pretty important.
Once a member has heard from the Lord
concerning the book they wish to read, he or
she would then submit to the Home (or book
committee) thetitle of the book, the author, and
the message they receive from the Lord. If the
Home or book committee needs more informa-
tion than provided by the member, they may ask
to see the book before making their decision.
Unlessthe Home (or book committee) after ask-
ing the Lord, disqualifies a book, by a simple
majority vote, from being read by that Home
member, they would be permitted toread it.

17. Clearance Procedures

In light of the board structure and to
streamlinecertain functionsof thegoverning
of the Family, some of the responsibilitiesthat
were previously given to the reporting office or
continental officers will now be passed on to
the Rules and Clearance Council. One such
functionisclearancerequests. Thearea’'sRules
and Clearance Council now has the authority
under the Charter to grant or deny clearances
totheir area. Countrieswith morethan one RCC,
such as Brazil, India, or the US, will create a
single clearance committee with membersfrom
each of the RCCs to handle clearances to their
area from outside the country.

Change in the “Right of Mobility”
Voting members have theright to:

A. (Unchanged.)

1. They are at least 18 years of age
and give 30 days notice in writ-
ing, stating their planned desti-
nation to the Home's officers,
and send a copy to or otherwise
notify the Rules and Clearance
Council. From that point they
become nonvoting members
and have no vote in Home mat-
ters.
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Those 18 and over can move out of aHome
by giving 30 days noticein writing to the Home
teamwork of their intention to move and their
planned destination. Those wishing to move
must also inform their Rules and Clearance
Council. Oncethey givetheir notice, they lose
theright to vote on Home matters and arefreed
of any responsibility for new financial obliga-
tions or debtsthe Home incurs. ...

Let'slook at thefollowing scenario of awise
way to prayerfully plan adeparturefromaHome.
A YA couplewith one childliving in Japan feels
calledtogotoBrazil. They pray about it together,
apply the “Seven Ways to Know God's Will”
(see ML #829), hear from the Lord on the matter,
consult and pray together with their Home's
teamwork, and come to the conclusion it is the
Lord’ swill for them to go. Because they are go-
ing to another area, they writeto the Brazil RCC
viatheir reporting office, asking for clearance.
(See*Clearance Request Form” in Appendix B.)

Knowing that the RCC, uponreceiving their
regquest, has up to 30 days to respond before
the YAs are automatically cleared, they decide
to usethetimefor preparation and fundraising.
Sincethey arenot directly in contact withaHome
in Brazil that they plantojoin, at the sametime
they send the RCC their Clearance Reguest
Form, they also send aWant Ad to their report-
ing office, who passes it on to be published.
The Want Ad, once published, will offer the
couple different possibilities of Homes that
might beinterested in receiving them. (Seemore
on this subject under point | of “Responsibili-
ties of Continental Officers.” See also “Want
AdGuidelines’ inAppendixB.) ...

Oncethe coupl€'s clearance from the Brazil
RCC isofficid, or the 30-day waiting period has
expired without reply from the RCC, they've
found aHomein Brazil to receivethem, and they
have most of the funds, they might decide it's
time to make their reservations and give their
30-day notice, estimating that by the end of the
30 daysthey will be ready to go. (See “Thirty-
Day Right of Mability Notice” in Appendix B.)

E. Moveto any country, or be a wit-
nessing road team for over 30 days
in any country, providing they have
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received clearance from the Rules
and Clearance Council for the pro-
spective country or area. Exceptin
the case of sensitive countries,
clearance is automatically granted
if, after receiving an acknowledg-
ment from the receiving reporting
office that the clearance application
has been received and passed on to
the Rules and Clearance Council, a
member does not receive a further
response to his clearance request
within 30 days.

1. Clearanceis valid for one year
from the date granted, unless
specified otherwise by the Rules
and Clearance Council issuing
clearance. If a person who has
been cleared doesn’t arrive in
the country they are cleared to
within this time period, they
must reapply for clearance.

3. Ifthewitnessing road trip will
stay less than 30 days in any
three-month period in the pro-
spective country, then arequest
for clearance is not required.

a. Iftakingaroadtriptoa
country in another regional
area, or to a sensitive country,
you must apply for clearance,
even if theroad trip will last
less than 30 days.

b. Itistheroadteam’s respon-
sibility to determineif the
city or metropolitan areain
the country they are wit-
nessing in has aCM
Home(s) in it before they
begin any witnessing activi-
ties in that city/metropolis,
and if there is, to first re-
ceive permission from the
local Homes to withess in
the city or metropolis.



You have the right to move to other coun-
tries, either within your areaor in another area,
provided you receive clearance. (See“ Clearance
Request Form” in Appendix B.) Only the Clear-
ance Request Form isneeded to apply for clear-
ance. A Want Ad should also be sent to your
reporting office, unless you want to open your
own new Home in a city presently without a
Home or have a prospective Home to moveto.

You must also receive clearance for aroad
trip to a sensitive country or a country in an-
other regional area, or aroad trip to acountry in
your own areathat will last longer than 30 days
inathree-month period. Thedefinition of aroad
tripisany trip that will include witnessing with
tools and fundraising.

Except in the case of sensitive countries,
clearance is considered automatically granted
if, after receiving an acknowledgment from the
receiving reporting office that the clearance
application has been received, the member does
not receive a further response within 30 days.
This clause deal swith moving to another coun-
try. If you aretemporarily going to another area
tovisit relatives, for visapurposes, or for legal
business, itisn’t necessary to ask for clearance.
It would, however, be considerate to notify the
appropriate RCC that you will beinthe area.

4. TheRules and Clearance Coun-
cil cannot deny clearance to
any voting member and their
immediate family who wish to
return to the country to which
the voting member holds a pass-
port. The Rules and Clearance
Council cannot guarantee ac-
ceptance in aHome upon arrival,
and normal procedures for join-
ing existing Homes apply.

The RCC cannot deny clearance to amem-
ber, nor their mate or children, who want to re-
turnto their home country. Soif you areBritish,
with an American mate, and you are planning to
leave your mission field in India to return to
Britain or the United States, then the RCC can-
not deny you clearance. However, you must
notify the RCC by submitting your Clearance

Request Form. In this case, your Clearance
Request Form serves as a notification of intent,
and since you are automatically cleared, you do
not need to wait for a response from the RCC
before moving to your home country. You must
alsofollow normal Charter proceduresfor joining
or opening aHome, including opening aHome
inacity that already hasa Charter Home. ...

New “Procedures for Granting or Denying

Clearance”

The Rules and Clearance Council is auth-
orized to:

A. Give or deny clearance within 30
days of receiving the request to any
person requesting clearance to a
country within their area.

1. When seeking clearance to go
to another country, members
should send their clearance
request to the reporting office
for the country they wish to
apply for clearance to, which
will immediately pass it on to
the appropriate Rules and
Clearance Council.

2. Within 14 days of receipt of a
clearance request, the receiv-
ing reporting office must re-
spond to the applicant with a
form message receipt, ac-
knowledging that their clear-
ance request was received and
passed on to the Rules and
Clearance Council and including
the date that the application
arrived, which date begins the
applicant’s 30-day processing
period.

3. Clearance is automatically
granted if, after receiving a
notice of receipt from the re-
porting office, the member does
not receive further response to
his clearance request within
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the prescribed 30-day waiting
period.

a. Inthe case of sensitive
countries, after receiving a
notice of receipt, members
must wait to receive further
notification of clearance
from the Rules and Clear-
ance Council for that coun-

try.

All clearance applications only need to in-
clude the application form and a Want Ad, un-
less the applicant wants to open their own new
Homein acity presently without aHome or they
have a prospective Home to move to, in which
case only the “Clearance Request Form” in
Appendix B is needed to apply for clearance.
The“Member Evaluation Form” isonly required
for clearanceto certain Muslim fields and sen-
sitive countries if requested by the RCC.

The reporting office will publish the indi-
vidual’s Want Ad, indicating with the Want Ad
whether clearance has been granted or is till
pending. If clearanceisdenied, the Want Ad will
not be published. Although the applicant re-
ceives automatic clearance if the RCC does not
deny clearance within the specified time period,
members planning to pioneer their own Home
areresponsibleto ascertain whether the city they
are planning to move to already has a Charter
Home, and if so, follow the “Procedures for
Opening aHome in a City That Already Has a
Charter Home.”

Inthe“Right of Mobility,” D. and E., clear-
anceto another areaisexplained morefully, but
inbrief:

1) A personisfreeto move anywherewithin
their present country without the permission of
the RCC, providing they meet various condi-
tions.

2) Members may only move from country
to country within their regional areaif they have
received clearancefromtheir RCC. A clearance
form is available to be used in such cases.

3) Memberswho wish to moveto acountry
inadifferent regional areamust apply for clear-
ancefromthe RCC of the areathey wish to work

in. Again, a clearance form is available to be
used in such cases.

When seeking clearance to go to another
region, members should send their clearance
reguest to their RO, who will immediately pass
it ontothe appropriate RCC. Therecelving RCC
must acknowledge receipt of your clearancere-
guest within 14 days. Your clearance request
will automatically be granted unlessyou receive
notification from the RCC within 30 daysfrom
the date on the notification receipt that your
clearance has been denied.

If someone wants to move to aHomein a
country in another region, they would want to
writefor and probably wait to receive their clear-
ance before giving their 30-day notice to leave
the Home. When receiving clearanceto acoun-
try, you have permission to move to the coun-
try; however, it isup to you to find aHome that
will receive you before you move to that coun-
try. The RCC has no authority to insist that a
Hometake someonein. Soif you arenot in con-
tact with any Homes in your prospective desti-
nation, it would be wise to send a Want Ad to
the reporting office of that areato placein their
Want Ads in addition to seeking genera clear-
anceto the country. (SeeWant Ad Guidelinesin
Appendix B.) Assuming you receive clearance
from the RCC and aHome (or Homes) responds
to your Want Ad, you then can directly work
out your arrangementsfor joining aHome. Or if
you receive clearance from the RCC, you have
theright to openaHomein any city inthat coun-
try that doesn’t already have a Charter Home.

Please notethat clearancesarerequired for
moving to other countries. If the main purpose
of your trip isto visit friends and relatives and
you will not beinvolved in outreach work, such
as a witnessing road team would be, then you
would not need prior clearance.

18. Basic Responsibilities of the
Charter Home
Thefollowing hasbeen added tothe“ Basic
Responsibilitiesof theCharter Home” to coin-
cidewith point G of the* Authority of Conti-
nental Officers.”
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Addition to “Basic Responsibilities of the
Charter Home”

#. Informs and seeks counsel from
their Continental Council and WS
leadership in all matters regarding
registration of organizations or asso-
ciations in the name of the Family, or
as an affiliate of the Family.

19. Defining Metropolitan Areas

The question has been raised in some
larger cities asto the makeup of the metro-
politan area of that city. Some governments set
the metropolitan area to be a relatively small
area, whereas when the adjacent towns are ac-
counted for, which is the generally accepted
definition of what constitutes a metropolitan
area, the area is much larger. This has caused
some problemsin that sometimesHomesinthe
smaller defined metropolitan areadon’t want the
Homes in the cities adjacent, but outside the
area, witnessing in their metropolitan area.

The Charter now gives the Continental
Council authority todefinethe perimeter sfor
agiven metropolitan areatoincludeadjacent
towns and cities. The Charter also allows
Home(s) to contest that decision by writing to
WS, who will makethefinal decision.

Addition to the “Right of Mobility”
C. (Unchanged.)

1. (Unchanged.)

2. Homes within ametropolitan
area (a major city with adjacent
towns or cities) may conduct
outreach within that metropoli-
tan area.

a. AHome's question as to
what constitutes a metro-
politan areais resolved by
following the “Procedures
for Defining a Metropolitan
Areaof a City.”

Throughout the Charter when we use the
term “city” we are referring to a city, town, or
village. Some cities are in alarge metropolitan
area, meaning it includesthe major city and the
adjacent citiesand towns. For example, the actual
city of LosAngelesmight initself berather small,
but the metropolitan areaof LosAngelesishuge
and includes anumber of other cities.

Ingeneral, whenreferringto “ cities” inthe
Charter, we are not talking about metropolitan
areas. If a Home were aready opened in the
actual city of Los Angeles, you would need to
follow the* Proceduresfor OpeningaHomeina
City That Already Hasa Charter Home” before
opening anew Homethere. However, you could
open aHome in the city of Anaheim, which is
another city on the outskirts of Los Angeles,
and whichis part of metropolitan LosAngeles,
without having to go through this procedure, if
Anaheim does not have a Charter Homein it.

Homes within ametropolitan area are free
to conduct outreach within that whole metro-
politan area. Thismeansthat if, for example, a
Home opens in a suburb right outside the ac-
tual Mumbai city limits, Homes within the
Mumbai city limits may not forbid that Home
from conducting outreach in Mumbai itsdlf, since
they are part of the same metropolis. Likewise,
the Homes within the city limits may conduct
outreach in the suburbs. This makesit possible
for a Home to open in an adjacent suburb or
townwhereit's safer, rents are often cheaper, or
housing more available, while still being ableto
conduct outreach within the city itself, unless
thecity isclosed asoutlined in“ Proceduresfor
Opening aHome in a City That Already Has a
Charter Home,” A.

However, if aHomeopensinatownthatis
not part of the metropolitan area, they must
obtain permission from the Homesin the metro-
politan area before they can conduct outreach
in that metropolis. The CC has the authority to
define the limits of a metropolitan areain the
case of a dispute as to what constitutes the
metropolitan areaof the citiesand townsin ques-
tion as outlined in “Procedures for Defining a
Metropolitan Area.”

In a city or metropolitan area that has a
number of Homes, the Homes are required to
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create a city council to coordinate local busi-
ness or logistical matters such as witnessing
areas, etc. (See” Required Meetingsand Activi-
ties,” D.) Thecity council shouldincludeall the
Homes in the metropolitan area, not just those
withinthe city limits. An exception would beif
therearealarge number of Homesin the metrop-
olis, and the Homes decideto divideit into two
city councils.

Those on the city council have no author-
ity over the Homes other than that which the
Homes agree to give them. Those on the city
council are not meant to be an additional level
of areashepherding. They do not have any shep-
herding responsibilities or authority over the
Homesin the area.

Thecity council, represented by all Homes
inacity or metropolis, could also agreetogether
on where each Home can conduct outreach
within the metropolitan area, so that each
Home' soutreach needsare sufficiently met with-
out conflict over “turf.”

If you arearoad team Home, or if you go on
aroad trip from your Home, and want to wit-
ness in a metropolitan area that already has a
Charter Home, you must receive permission from
the present Home(s) in the metropolis before
doing so. It would be wise to check with your
ABM about what cities or metropolitan areas
have Homes in them so that you can either go
witnessing in other cities or seek permission
from the Home(s) in the city/metropolis you
want to witness in before you get there.

A road team Home is one which has no
fixed residence. For example, two familiesliving
in caravans and moving from place to place
would be aroad team Home. They would send
intheir own TRF and would need to have their
own mailing address. Such ateam would need
thelocal Home's agreement to do outreachin a
city that already has a Charter Homeinit.

A road team Homeis different from asitua-
tion where some members of aHome go out on
theroad for aperiod of time, but are till listed as
membersof aregular Homeonthat Home'sTRF.

However, aroad team would also need per-
mission to do outreach in acity, other than their
own, which hasa Charter Home.

In areaswhere the boundaries of the metro-

politan areaarein question, the Homes desiring
the city they are in to be included in a metro-
politan area can inform their Rules and Clear-
ance Council of their request according to the
“Proceduresfor DefiningaMetropolitan Area.”

If acity or ametropolitan areabecomes satu-
rated with Charter Homes, the CC hasthe auth-
ority to declare some of the citiesin the metro-
politan area or the entire metropolitan area as
“closed,” in accordance with the “Procedures
for Opening aHomein aCity That Already Has
aCharter Home,” A., to prevent further Homes
from opening.

New “Procedures for Defining a Metropolitan
Area”

A. Homes desiring the city in which
they have opened a Home to be
included in a metropolitan area
must inform their Rules and Clear-
ance Council of their request.

1. Within 10 days of receipt of the
request, the Rules and Clear-
ance Council mustinform all the
Homes in that metropolitan area
of the petition to include the city
in the metropolitan area.

2. Upon receipt of the petition, each
Home must vote and notify the
Rules and Clearance Council,
within 10 days, as to whether
they agreeto including thecity in
the metropolitan area. The vote
must be conducted as a Home
referendum, in accordance with
the “Election Rules,” D.

3. TheRules and Clearance Coun-
cil mustinform the petitioning
Home of the decision within
seven days of the conclusion of
the vote of the Homes.

Though the Rules and Clearance Council
is responsible to see that these procedures are
fulfilled, they may ask the ABM to handle the
matter if they wish.
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The decision of the voting Homes
will prevail and the metropolitan
area will either be redefined or not,

providing the Rules and Clearance
Council is in agreement with the

decision.

1.

If the Rules and Clearance
Council disagrees with the vote
of the Homes, or in the event of
atie vote, the Rules and Clear-
ance Council mustinform the
Continental Council of the out-
come of the vote, and in the
case of disagreement, the
reason(s) why they disagree. A
copy of the letter must be sent
to each of the voting Homes and
the petitioning Home.

a. Uponreceipt of the Rules
and Clearance Council’s
letter, the voting Homes
have seven days to write
their Continental Council
regarding the matter. A
copy of their letter must go
to the Rules and Clearance
Council.

b. Upon prayerful consider-
ation of the Rules and
Clearance Council and the
Homes’ letters, the Conti-
nental Council must make
the decision, and notify
those concerned within 30
days, as to whether the
metropolitan area will be
redefined to include the city
in question.

The Continental Council can re-
define a metropolitan area to ex-

clude an adjacent city provided that

city does not have any Homes.

20. Closing Metropolitan Areas

Related totheabove, thefollowing addi-
tional change givesthe Continental Council
the ability to close a metropolitan area asa
whole, rather than just theindividual citieswithin
the metropolitan area. Previously, once a city
was closed, Homes outside that city, but still
within the metropolitan area, needed to get per-
mission to witnessin that city. If ametropolitan
area became saturated with Homes, the Conti-
nental Council would have to close each indi-
vidual city inthat metropolitan areaone by one,
but if they do that, all Homes within the metro-
politan areawould need to get permission from
each other in order to witness in each other’s
city.

Closingthemetropolitan areaasawhole
makesthe process much easier and the exist-
ing Homes can still do outreach withinthe metro-
politan area as they have been, but no new
Homes can open there.

Change in “Procedures for Opening a Home
in a City/Metropolitan Area that already has a
Charter Home”

A. New Homes may not be opened in
cities or metropolitan areas that
have been designated as closed
without Continental Council ap-
proval. Members from outside of
the closed city/metropolitan area
are not permitted to conduct out-
reach in the closed city/metro-
politan area.

1. Cities/metropolitan areas can
only be classified as closed if
the Continental Council writes a
detailed explanation to WS
leadership, giving the specific
reasons why they wish to clas-
sify a certain city/metropolitan
area closed, and then receives
written authorization for the
same from WS leadership.

2. AllHomes in the country must
be notified that the city/metro-
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politan area is classified as
closed.

3. Renewed approval for classify-
ing a city/metropolitan area as
closed must be obtained annu-
ally from WS leadership.

4. The Continental Council can at
any time change a city/metro-
politan area’s closed status if
they feel it is no longer war-
ranted, and new Homes could
then open in that city/metro-
politan area. The Continental
Council mustinform all the
Homes in the country as well as
WS leadership of this change.

The CC can recommend that cities or met-
ropolitan areas which already have Charter
Homes in them be “closed” if they deem the
saturation point for Homes has been reached,
or for other valid reasons. If approved asaclosed
city/metropolitan area, it would mean that no
new Homes could open inthat city/metropolitan
area, but the Homes already therewould be able
toremain there.

The CC can also recommend that a city/
metropolitan areawithout Charter Homesbeclas-
sified as closed, if they are aware of particular
circumstances, such as previous serious prob-
lemsfor the Family inthat city/metropolitan area,
or other valid reasons. If approved as a closed
city/metropolitan area, no Homes may open or
conduct outreach in that city/metropolitan area
whilethe approval isin effect.

If acity or metropolitan areais closed, then
members of Homes from outside that city or
metropolitan area are not permitted to conduct
outreach there. (Those Homes already within
the metropolitan area would continue to be al-
lowed to witness in all the cities in the metro-
politan area.) Of coursg, if you had to go to that
closed city for some business, you could per-
sonally witness to someone, but you should
not distribute tools without the permission of
the Homesin the area.

Changes to the “Right of Mobility”

B. OpenaHomein any city or in any
metropolitan area within their
present country of residence that
has no Charter Family Home, provid-
ing they are 18 years of age and
have notified their Rules and Clear-
ance Council of their intention to do
so, and that city or metropolitan
areais not “closed.”

Those who have reached the age of 18 are
free to open aHome in any city or in a metro-
politan area in the same country in which they
presently live, as long as the city doesn't a-
ready have a Charter Home and it is not a
“closed” city or a “closed” metropolitan area.
(The CC has the authority to declare acity or a
metropolitan area“closed,” in accordance with
the “ Procedures for Opening aHome in a City/
Metropolitan Area that Already Has a Charter
Home,” A., to prevent further Homesfrom open-
ing, if deemed necessary.)

Those who have reached the age of 18, as
outlined above, are free to open aHome in any
city in the same country in which they pres-
ently live. The Home must have a minimum of
two voting members to start with and increase
to at least four memberswithin six months (see
“Home Size Rules,” A.). No approval or clear-
ance from the Rules and Clearance Council
(RCC) or Continental Council isrequired. If you
want to pioneer anew city within your present
country, you can do so solely on the authority
granted to you in the above clause. However,
you must notify your RCC of your intent to
move, as stated earlier.

There may be rare, extraordinary circum-
stances surrounding the city of your choice that
you might not be aware of. For example, you
may be new in an areaand not know that in the
past Family members have been seriously har-
assed in that city. In such a case, the RCC may
propose that you select a different city to pio-
neer. In most cases, after learning of the matter,
the team would probably decideto pioneer el se-
where. However, if they still wish to pioneer the
city, they may do so. If the RCC feelsthe matter
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is serious enough, they may bring the matter to
the CC, who will try to resolve theissue. If the
CC cannot resolve the matter, they can bring it
to WS leadership’s attention and ask for their
intervention.

Thosewho open new Homes should imme-
diately informtheir RO of their mailing and email
addresses so they can begin receiving their WS
mailings.

21. Procedures for Accepting
New Disciples

Thosewho leavethe CM Family to become
either FMers or former members may rejoin a
CM Home with prior notification of the Conti-
nental Council.

Change in “Procedures for Accepting New
Disciples into a Charter Home”
A. (Unchanged.)

1. If aprospective member has
been previously excommuni-
cated, or is a former Family
member, the Continental Coun-
cil must be informed before the
prospective member can rejoin
a Charter member Home.

a. The Home teamwork must
check with the Continental
Council to verify that the
prospective member is in
good standing, one whose
past history does not make
him or her ineligible for
Charter member status.

1) Unlessthe Continental
Council informs the
Home teamwork within
45 days that the pro-
spective member is
ineligibleto return to
Charter member status,
the Home may proceed
with implementing the
“Procedures for Accept-

ing New Disciples into a
Charter Home.”

2. In some cases the Home may
decide it is wise to wait for a
substantial period of time be-
fore accepting a new member
into their Home, whereas in
other cases they may allow
them to join immediately.

Asyou'll note, no time frameis given be-
foresomeoneisallowed tojoin aCharter Home
as afull-time member. So we're not ruling out
the possibility of some people wanting to join
immediately. But beforethey cut all worldly ties,
forsakeall, and becomefully integrated into the
Charter Family, it would be best to have aperiod
of time to get to know the Family better. This
would also allow the Home to get to know the
prospectivedisciple. If al thefollowing require-
ments are met and two-thirds of the Home's
voting membersagree, anindividual may joina
Charter Home asafull-time member.

A Charter Home that is praying about ac-
cepting aformer Charter or Fellow member, or
someone previously excommunicated, asanew
member of their Home, must check withtheir CC
before allowing that individual tojoin.

22. New Disciples Reading CM/FM Lit
During First Three Months
New disciples can now read CM/FM lit at
the Home teamwork’ sdiscretion within the first
three monthsthey arein the Family.

Change in “Classifications of Family
Membership and Literature”
A. CHARTERMEMBERS

1. (Unchanged.)

2. (Unchanged.)

3. NEWDISCIPLE: Non-voting live-
in Family member who has

joined or rejoined the Family
within the last six months. New
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disciples are eligible for the
following Family publications:

0-3 months in the Charter
Family: “New Disciple’s
Basic Course,” GP/DFO
publications, and hear or
read CM/FM publications at
the teamwork’s discretion.

a.

3-6 months in the Charter
Family: Hear or read CM
publications at the team-
work’s discretion. Those
who finish the “New Disciple
Basic Course” in less than 3
months may begin reading
from the “Priority Reading
for New Disciples’ First Year
inthe Family” sooner.

After 6 months in the Char-
ter Family: All other require-
ments having been met,
they become a voting mem-
ber, eligible to have full ac-
cess tothe CMlitlibrary
and receive personal copies
of any Charter material sent
OPD.

23. The FMto CM process

Therehavebeen caseswher ea parent(s)
stepsout of theCM Family and becomesan FM
member whilehelping oneof their teenswho
wantstoleavethe Family and get set up inthe
System. However, once their son/daughter is
situated and it's no longer necessary for the
parent to remain with their son/daughter, the
parent would like to return to CM status.

For caseslikethese, wherean FM member
wasformerly aCM member andisreturningto
CM status, the Charter has been amended to
allow for a shortened transition period back to
CM status if the member has completed the
“Reading List for Fellow Members Changing to
CM,” and the Rules and Clearance Council feel
it'swarranted.
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Change in “Procedures for Fellow Members
Changing to Charter Member Status and
Moving into an Existing Charter Home”

F Attheend of asix-month probation-
ary period, the Home will vote to
confirm if the applicantis living
according to the Charter, and if so,
he or she will then become a full-
fledged voting Charter member.

1. If formerly a CM member, the
Rules and Clearance Council
can, upon request, make excep-
tion to the six-month probation-
ary period, shortening it to three
months, provided the potential
Charter member completes the
“Reading List for Fellow Mem-
bers Changing to CM” by the end
of those three months.

The new Charter member
must still forgo all sex, ex-
cept with his or her mate,
until cleared by a second
HIV test at the end of his or
her six-month probationary
period.

a.

1) If the new Charter
member has a mate
who remained a Char-
ter member while they
were a Fellow member,
they may have sexual
relations with their
mate, if their mate
agrees, providing they
use a condom each
time. The member’s
mate must also agree
not to share sexually
with others until their
mate has been cleared
of HIV at the end of six
months.

2) A written statement
signed by the member



and witnessed by the
Home officers must be
sent (via email or other
means) by the Home
officers to the Rules
and Clearance Council
declaring the outcome
of the second HIV test
before the member is
allowed to engage in
any sexual acts with
Family members other
than their mate.

If not voted in by the Home, but
the prospective member feels
they have been abiding by the
Charter during their application
period, the prospective Charter
member can write to the Rules
and Clearance Council and ex-
plain their case. The Rules and
Clearance Council can then
decide if the applicant can be-
come a Charter member at
another Home that may accept
them.

An agreement should be
reached between the Home and
the new member as to which of
his or her possessions the new
member would be authorized to
take with him or her if he or she
should decide to leave the Home.

During their stay in the Home, Acts 2:44—
45fully appliesinthat they should willingly give
and share of all their possessions with others.
(Seealso “Responsibilities of Individual Mem-
bers.”)

Change in “Procedures for Moving Fellow
Members to Charter Member Status”

H. Once the Home has completed their
six-month transitional period, they
become afull-fledged Charter Home
with all the rights pertaining thereto.

The Rules and Clearance Coun-
cil can, upon request, make an
exception to the six-month tran-
sitional period, shortening it to
three months, after the Home
has received their confirmatory
visit from an area officer or
designated representative.

The members of the Home
must still forgo sex, except
with his or her mate, until
cleared by a second HIV
test at the end of his or her
six-month transitional
period.

a.

2) A written statement
signed by the members
and witnessed by the
Home officers, must be
sent (via email or other
means) by the Home
officers to the Rules
and Clearance Council
declaring the outcome
of their second HIV test
before the members
are allowed to engage
in any sexual acts with
other Family members.

24. Moving CM to FM

Theprocedurefor movingaCharter mem-
ber to Fellow member statushasbeen clarified
wheretheprocedur eoriginateswith theHome.
It is now required for the Rules and Clearance
Council not only to acknowledge receipt of the
letter of recommendation from the Home, but to
also inform the member and his Home of their
final decision within 30 days of acknowledging
theHome'sletter of recommendation. The Rules
and Clearance Council will handle the investi-
gation and maketheir decision, taking into con-
sideration the Home'svote. However, sincetwo
out of the three bodies must be in agreement
with the decision, if the Rules and Clearance
Council does not agree with the Home'srecom-
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mendation, the matter will go to the Continental
Council to decide.

Change in “Procedures for Moving a Charter
Member to Fellow Member Status”

A. A member’'s Charter member sta-
tus can only be revoked by the Con-
tinental Council if amember vio-
lates, contravenes, or fails to fulfill
the “Responsibilities of Individual
Members” or the “Fundamental
Family Rules,” and two of the three
bodies involved (the Home, the
Rules and Clearance Council, the
Continental Council) agree.

B. Members can be recommended for
Fellow member status by a two-
thirds majority of their Home, or by
the Rules and Clearance Council or
Continental Council, providing the
following procedures are adhered to:

1. FortheHometorecommend:

a. The Home officers must first
have endeavored through
prayer and counsel to help
the member live up to the
“Responsibilities of Indi-
vidual Members” and the
“Fundamental Family Rules.”
They must inform the mem-
ber of the way in which he
has failed to live up to his
responsibilities and what is
required of him, and allow
reasonable time for compli-
ance. If, after reasonable
time, the member fails to
comply, the Home officers
must inform him that they
are recommending to the
Home that he be moved to
Fellow member status.

b. The Home officers must
clearly explain and show
just cause to the Home
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voting members why the
member is being recom-
mended for Fellow member
status. The matter is to be
discussed, with the member
in question presentif he so
chooses, and then voted on
by secret ballot.

If atwo-thirds majority
agrees with the recommen-
dation, a letter stating the
reasons for the recommen-
dation and the outcome of
the vote must be sent to the
Rules and Clearance Council
with a copy to the Continen-
tal Council. A copy must also
be given to the member.

1) TheRules and Clear-
ance Council must ac-
knowledge receipt of
the letter to the Home
and member within
fourteen days. During
this time the member
has the right to send a
letter of rebuttal to the
Rules and Clearance
Council with acopy to
the Continental Council.

2) TheRules and Clear-
ance Council mustin-
vestigate the situation
and inform the member,
his Home and the Conti-
nental Council of their
decision within 30 days
of sending the member
their letter of acknowl-
edgment.

3) Ifthe Rules and Clear-
ance Council’'s decision
is in agreement with the
Home, the Charter mem-
ber will be moved to



Fellow member status. If
the Rules and Clearance
Council is notin agree-
ment with the Home, the
matter will go to the
Continental Council for
thefinal decision.

For the Rules and Clearance
Council or Continental Council
to recommend:

a.

A two-thirds majority of the
officers from the Rules and
Clearance Council or Conti-
nental Council making the
recommendation must
agree.

The recommending council
must write a letter to the
member explicitly explain-
ing and showing just cause
for the recommendation. A
copy of the letter must be
sent to the member’s Home
and the other council (Rules
and Clearance Council or
Continental Council, de-
pending on which oneis
initiating the recommenda-
tion). The member has the
right to send a letter of re-
buttal to the Rules and
Clearance Council and/or
Continental Council.

1) Upon receipt of aletter
recommending one of
its members for Fellow
member status, the
Home must, within
seven days, convene a
Home council meeting
to discuss the recom-
mendation, and vote on
the matter by secret
ballot. The results of the
vote must immediately

be sent to the Rules and
Clearance Council and
the Continental Council,
and acopy given to the
member.

a) Inthe Home council
meeting, the mem-
ber is free to pre-
sent the reasons
why he feels he
should retain his
Charter member-
ship.

2) Ifthevote of the Homeis
to not recommend mov-
ing the member to Fel-
low member status, the
Home's officers must
write to the Rules and
Clearance Council and
the Continental Council
explaining why they feel
the member should not
be moved to Fellow
member status. The
Rules and Clearance
Council and the Conti-
nental Council must take
the Home's voteinto
consideration when
deciding the matter.

C. For aCharter member to be moved
to Fellow member status, two of the
three bodies (the Home, the Rules
and Clearance Council involved, the
Continental Council) must agree to
revoke the member’s Charter mem-
ber status.

1. Iftwo of the three bodies agree,
the member must receive writ-
ten notification of his change of
status from his Rules and
Clearance Council.



Moving someoneto Fellow member status
can be a difficult situation for everyone in-
volved. Requiring two of the three bodies to
agreeto the movewill hopefully ensure that no
oneismoved to Fellow member statusunfairly.

Once the decision has been made to move
amember to Fellow member status, the Home
should continue to treat the person lovingly
and kindly. They aretill part of theoverall Fam-
ily and arejust moving to alevel of discipleship
for which they are better suited. An effort
should be madeto make hisor her move asprac-
tical and easy as possible.

Thisalso holdstruefor those who are leav-
ing the Family completely. They are still our
Christian brothers and sisters and fellow labor-
ersin His Kingdom, and we should show them
genuine love and concern. Dad said, “Are you
sitting around in your smug, self-satisfied, self-
righteous, holier-than-thou complacency con-
demning themfor straying away and getting lost,
cursing them for getting caught in the brambles
or by thewolves, and indifferently writing them
off as a lost cause because you always knew
they were only sour grapes anyhow? Are you
like the Good Shepherd, Who lovingly seeksto
savethelost sheep, or the hireling that’s glad to
get rid of him as good riddance to bad rubbish,
and one less to have to take care of ? Which are
you, shepherd or hireling? And if they do come
back, do you treat them royally, like the father
did the prodigal son, or do you resent them, like
the older brother? Which are you?” (ML
#155.67).

If itisafamily, asingle parent with children,
or ayoung person leaving, it would be hel pful if
an effort could be madeto help them find aplace
to stay, or find them an initia landing place of
some sort, perhapswith other Fellow members.
Thiswill not be possiblein every case, and often
the member may not need or want the help, but
the point isto beloving and kind to these breth-
ren.

If acasearisesinwhichaHome' smembers
feel their Home teamwork should be put on Fel-
low member status, but find it difficult to bring
this up in a Home council meeting, they may
writeto their Rulesand Clearance Council, which
could assist them.

25. CM Lit to FMers

Change in “Classifications of Family
Membership and Literature”
B. FELLOWMEMBERS

1. FELLOW MEMBER: Onewhois
saved, completes a monthly
TREF, tithes and fulfills the basic
requirements and guidelines of
Fellow members as outlined in
the “Rights and Responsibilities
of Fellow Members.” Fellow
members are eligible for the
following publications:

a. All expurgated ML volumes
through Lifelines Volume
24, but notincluding Volume
4, which has been ex-
punged, HomeARC Vol. 1
('96) and HomeARC '98 (FM
version only), and subse-
quent FM versions of the
electronic library.

b. Allexpurgated DBs, Child-
care, Family reference and
supplementary volumes
printed prior to 2002.

c. CM/FM, DFO and GP publica-
tions.

d. Allregular FMand CM/FM
mailings providing they meet
their reporting require-
ments. (Permission to read
other CM publications can
be granted by WS leader-
ship in special cases. These
publications may be taken
off the Charter Home's pre-
mises at the Home
teamwork’s discretion.)
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26. The Issue of Children
When Separating

Therehavebeen situationswhereaChar -
ter member couplewhodecideto separatehave
had difficultiesworking out thecustody of their
children, and so resorted to outside legal as-
sistance. Whileit is the prerogative of parents
to use the court system in order to work out
custody cases involving their children, resort-
ing to the court system in order to take action
against another CM member can have a nega-
tive effect on the Home in which they reside
and the Family at large. In such situationsit is
required that the parties involved become Fel-
low members or step out of the Family com-
pletely until their differencesareresolved. The
Charter has been amended to underlinethe need
for this.

Change in “Permanent Marital Separation
Rules”

B. The parties must reach a mutual
agreement regarding the custody of
the children from the marriage. The
children’s preferences should be
taken into account and the agree-
ment should reflect the best inter-
ests of the children.

1. |Ifthe partiesinvolved cannot
reach a mutual agreement
through counsel and prayer,
and the parents opt to use the
court system to settle the mat-
ter, they must relinquish their
Charter Family membership
until the matter is settled.

(Explanation unchanged up to the last para-
graph.)

If they cannot come to an agreement on
their own, and after counsel with their VSboard
or CC, the parents opt to use the court system
to settle the matter, they must become Fellow
members, or step out of the Family altogether,
until the matter is settled.

27. Right of Redress

Although wedon’t encourageit and feel
that Family member s should work out their
differencesin love, it may happen that after
seeking the Right of Redr esssomeonemay feel
they must seek legal redressby taking another
Family member to court. Thishasbeen added
to the “Right of Redress” asfollows.

Addition to the “Right of Redress”

A. Members whose rights are in-
fringed upon, and those who ob-
serve the rights of others being
infringed upon, which may resultin
physical, spiritual, mental or emo-
tional harm, have theright and re-
sponsibility to first bring the matter
before both the person causing the
harm, then the Home’'s officers, and
if deemed necessary, before all
voting members of the Home, with
the expectation that within a reason-
able amount of time the matter will
be remedied.

1. (Unchanged.)
2. (Unchanged.)

3. If, after availing themselves of
the aforementioned avenues of
redress, a Charter member does
not feel that the offense has
been rectified to his satisfaction
and wishes to seek legal re-
dress by taking another Family
member to court, they are free
to do so. They must, however,
step outside Family membership
for the duration of the legal ac-
tion. Once theissue has been
settled they may reapply for
Charter or Fellow membership.

We believe that Family members should
settle their differences by using all of the av-
enues provided by the right of redress. We also
believeitisunscriptural for one Family member
to take another Family member to the law for
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redress as St. Paul so clearly statesin 1Corinth-
ians6.

“Dare any of you, having a matter against
another, go to law before the unrighteous, and
not before the saints? ... Do you not know that
we shall judge angel s? How much more, things
that pertain to thislife? If then you have judg-
ments concerning things pertaining to thislife,
do you appoint those who are least esteemed
by the church tojudge? ... Now therefore, itis
already an utter failure for you that you go to
law against one another. Why do you not rather
accept wrong? Why do you not rather let your-
selves be cheated?No, you yourselvesdo wrong
and cheat, and you do these thingsto your breth-
ren!”

If aFamily member wishesto take another
Family member to thelaw for redress, they must
step outside of Family membership for the dur-
ation of the legal action. Once the issue has
been settled, those involved may reapply for
Family membership.

28. Home Size Exemptions

Theamount of timegiven for aHometo
find new member soncethey becomeunder szed
due to other members moving on from their
Home has now been extended from two months
to four months.

Change in the “Home Size Rules”
A. (Unchanged.)

1. (Unchanged.)

2. If members leaving a Home
results in the Home falling be-
low the minimum Home size of
four (but not less than two)
voting members, the Home may
keep its Charter member status
providing their fourth monthly
report after they reported a
drop in their numbers shows a
population of at least four voting
members.

29. Home Size Rules for Having Two
Members Over 25

TheCharter statesthat “Homeswith mem-
berswhoareunder 18 year sof agemust have
at least tworesident memberswhoare25years
of age or older, unless the underage members
areliving with their parent(s).” The Continental
Council was further authorized to “grant per-
mission for someone under 18toliveinthesame
Home as their spouse or a sibling who is 18
years of age or older, even if that Home does
not have two members over 25.”

With thesetting up of theRulesand Clear -
ance Councils, theCharter hasbeen changed
and the authority to grant such exceptions is
now the responsihility of the Rules and Clear-
ance Council.

Therehasalso been aclauseadded allow-
ingthe Continental Council togrant rareex-
ceptionsfor teensunder 18tolivein aHome,
even if they don't have a sibling in the Home
and the Home does not have two members over
25 years of age.

Change in “Home Size Rules”
A. Minimum Size: A Charter Home
consists of four or more Charter
voting members residing together.

1. Homes with members who are
under 18 years of age must
have at least two resident
members who are 25 years of
age or older, unless the under-
age members are living with
their parent(s).

a. The Rules and Clearance
Council may grant permis-
sion for amember under 18
to live in aHome with their
spouse or asibling who is
18 years of age or older,
even if that Home does not
have two members over 25
years of age.

b. The Continental Council
may, in rare circumstances,
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grant permission for a
member under 18 to live in
aHome even if the Home
does not have two mem-
bers over 25 years of age.

The young child of a 22-year-old adult
couplemay liveinaHomewith other YAs, with-
out any 25-year-olds needing to be present. How-
ever, other than small children living with their
young parents, or teensreceiving permission to
live with an older sibling, if there are not two
people in a Home who are at least 25, there
shouldn’t be membersyounger than 18, although
the CC can make exceptions to thisrulein cer-
tain cases. Aswith the few other restrictionson
the 16- and 17-year-old age group, thisrule is
mainly for legal reasons. (Please refer to the
“Right of Mohility” for detailson parental permis-
sion necessary for teensjoining other Homes,)

Change in the “Right of Mobility”

B. Open aHome, or be aroad team
Home, in any city within their
present country of residence that
already has a Charter Family Home,
providing they are 18 years of age
and they have the agreement of the
Home(s) in that city and the Rules
and Clearance Council, in accord-
ance with the “Procedures for
Opening aHome in a City that
Already Has a Charter Home.”

(Explanation unchanged.)

1. Members 16 and 17 years of
age are entitled to this right,
providing two members of the
Home are 25 years of age or
older.

a. TheRules and Clearance
Council may grant permis-
sion for a member under 18
to live in aHome with their
spouse or asibling who is
18 years of age or over, even
if the Home does not have
two members over 25 years
of age, provided the other

“Right of Mobility” require-
ments have been met.

b. The Continental Council
may, in rare circumstances,
grant permission for a
member under 18 to live in
aHome, even if the Home
does not have two mem-
bers over 25 years of age,
provided the other “Right of
Mobility” requirements
have been met.

If youwishtoopenaHomeinacity inyour
present country that already has one or more
Charter Homes, you must follow the* Procedures
for OpeningaHomein aCity That Already Has
aCharter Home.” Asinpoint B.1 above, if there
will be senior teens in the Home, the need for
having two members 25 years of age or older will
apply, unless there is an older sibling living in
the Home and the RCC has granted permission.
CC permission isrequired where there will not
beanolder sibling livinginthe Home.

C. (Unchanged.)

1. Members 16 and 17 years of age
are entitled to this right, pro-
viding two members of the Home
are 25 years of age or older.

a. TheRules and Clearance
Council may grant permis-
sion for a member under 18
to live in aHome with their
spouse or asibling who is
18 years of age or over, even
if the Home does not have
two members over 25 years
of age, provided the other
“Right of Mobility” require-
ments have been met.

b. The Continental Council
may, in rare circumstances,
grant permission for a
member under 18 to live in
aHome, even if the Home
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does not have two mem-
bers over 25 years of age,
provided the other “Right of
Mobility” requirements
have been met.

Senior teens, those ages 16 and 17, may
also move to anew Home providing they have
their parents’ written permission, as outlined
earlier in point A.1.b., and two members of the
new Home are at least 25 years of age. 16- and
17-year-old membersmay apply toliveinaHome
if they have a sibling 18 years of age or older
living in that Home, even if the Home does not
have two members over 25 years of age.

In many countriesthroughout theworld, 16-
and 17-year-oldsliving away fromtheir parents
or siblings with those under 25 is considered
very irresponsible, and in some cases even il-
legal. And since the Bible says that we should
“abgtainfromal appearance of evil” (1Thessalo-
nians5:22), itisbest for theoveral Family’'ssake
that 16- and 17-year-oldsbein Homeswith older
Family members. Thisdoes not take away from
your “Right of Mobility”; it only means that if
you are going to another Home, or opening a
new Home, you must either have an older sib-
ling in the Home and permission from the Rules
and Clearance Council, or two of your co-work-
ersmust be 25 yearsof ageor older. Inrare cases
the CC may make exceptionsfor someone under
18 to live in a Home where they do not have a
parent or older sibling, evenif that Home doesn’t
have two members 25 years of age or older.

30. Guardian Permission for Senior
Teens to Have Sex

Although senior teensmust haveparental
per mission beforethey can engagein sexual
inter cour se, the question wasraised concer n-
ingtimeswhen they moveaway fromtheir par-
ents. We have added to the Charter that senior
teenswho move away fromtheir parents Home
must receive permission fromtheir guardiansin
their new Home before engaging in sexual inter-
course.

Change in “Sex and Affection Rules”

E. Forteens (16 and 17), sexual inter-
action is permitted only with con-
senting partners ages 16 through
20.

(Explanation unchanged.)

1. 16-and 17-year-olds may not
engage in sexual intercourse
unless they have first coun-
seled with and received permis-
sion from their resident
parent(s) or guardian(s) to do
so. This permission is required
regardless of whether the
young peopleinvolved choose
to use some form of birth con-
trol such as condoms.

2. Evenif permissionto have
sexual intercourse has been
granted by the parent(s) or
guardian(s) of a 16- or 17-year-
old, the teens having sex must
still agree together before be-
ginning any sexual contact or
acts as to whether they will
have sexual intercourse or not.
If the teens haven't talked about
it ahead of time, then it should
be clearly understood by both
partners that they will not have
sexual intercourse or engage in
any sexual acts that could re-
sultin pregnancy.

Let'sexplorethefollowing hypothetical situ-
ations: Thereisa16-year-old girl inaHomewho
has been getting to know several teen boysin
her Home. She has even begun having dates
with one of them from timetotime.

On the other hand, the mother and father or
guardian of thisyoung woman have seriousres-
ervations as to whether or not their daughter is
ready to take on the seriousresponsibility which
can result should she engage in sexua inter-
course with the young man in question. Their
daughter has not given much thought to the
subject of marriage, nor hasthe young man who
she has grown close to. They simply feel at-
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tracted to each other and like spending time to-
gether. Neither the young woman nor the young
man in this picture are necessarily prepared and/
or prayed up on the subject of having a baby
together should they have intercourse.

DuetotheLord and Dad and Mama's coun-
sel to the Family that pregnancy should in most
cases result in marriage, the parent(s) or
guardian(s) of this16-year-old girl haveasay in
who their daughter’s mate might be, especially
since this is only the first year since she has
begun having more serious interaction with
those of the opposite sex.

Then there is also the factor that should an
unexpected pregnancy occur, agreat part of the
soon-to-be-mother’ scarewill fall onthe parent(s’)
or guardian(s) shoulders. Thereforetheir daugh-
ter having intercourse is essentially a family
matter affecting more than just their daughter
and the young man whom she is close to. The
parent(s) or guardian(s) understandably want
to have a say in what may be along-term, seri-
ousdecision affecting all of their lives.

This policy does not hinder young people
from spending time together and even having
dates without parental or guardian permission,
although they should counsel about their rela-
tionships with their parent(s) or guardian(s) or
shepherdsaswell, asalready stated inthe Char-
ter. Itissimply letting them know that they need
to ask their resident parent(s) or guardian(s)
before engaging in sexual intercourse or any
sexual actsthat could result in pregnancy. This
will also cause young peopleto realizethat going
beyond this point is potentially taking their re-
lationship into the realm of parenthood.

31. Charter Member Contracts

Senior teens signing the Charter mem-
ber contract upon reaching 18 hasnow been
added tothe“HomeLife Rules.” We hopeto
have later versions of the TeleTRF automati-
cally prompt the Home teamwork when some-
one on the Home's personnel roster turns 16 or
18, and request the teamwork to either print out
theform(s) tomail in, or fill out electronic Char-
ter member form(s) included in the TeleTRF to
email inwith the present month’s TeleTRF.

Addition to “Home Life Rules”

#. Thoseturning 18 years of age, after
personal prayer and consideration
about whether they choose to re-
main in the Family, would need to
sign the Charter member contract
and send it to their reporting office,
after which they are then eligible to
be voted in on the Home teamwork’s
business portfolio and vote on Home
financial matters.

The Charter member contract and the Char-
ter member provisional contract are presently
available from your reporting office.

32. Election Rules

Therewasacontradiction in the Charter
concer ningtheelection rulesthat had todowith
nominating Homemember sfor theteamwork.
Theexplanationinthe“Election Rules’ differed
fromthat inthe Home Election GuidelinesLNF
in Appendix D. The Charter clause has been
modified tofit the explanation in the appendix.

Change in “Election Rules”

9. IfaHome officer position be-
comes vacant, or a Home of-
ficer resigns, the Home must
hold an election within seven
days to fill the position. The
person elected to this position
holds the office until the next
election date.

Teamwork elections should generally be
conducted something likethis: Beforethe elec-
tions, the Home should decide exactly what
teamwork positionstheir Homewill have. They
must have three teamworkers who are respon-
sible for Personnel, Outreach, Business, and
Childcare (unless there are no children). How-
ever, they may want to have a separate team-
worker for teens, and/or some other portfolios,
depending on the size and need of the Home.

A week beforethe el ection the voting mem-
bers should read the Home El ection Guidelines
LNF in Appendix D. They would then submit
nominations for those they feel should be on
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each of theteamwork positions. Thelist of nomi-
nees who receive a second to their nomination,
and who agree to be nominated to that posi-
tion, would be displayed in the Home as a re-
minder to everyone as to who has been nomi-
nated to the different teamwork positions.

On election day the Home would decide
which teamwork position will bevoted onfirst,
second, etc. A “position” may contain morethan
oneportfalio, if theHome has decided on athree-
person teamwork. For example, some Homes
may decide to combine the outreach portfolio
with the business portfolio, though another
Home may feel it best to combine the outreach
portfolio with the personnel portfolio. Thenthe
Homewould, from thelist of nomineesfor that
position, vote for someoneto fill the first posi-
tion. These votes would then be counted, and
the person who had the most votes for that
position would be announced. Then the Home
would votefor someoneto fill the second posi-
tion, again from the list of nominees for that
position. In like manner, each succeeding posi-
tion would be voted for until they are all filled.
Even though aHome member may be nominated
to more than one position, they can only be
elected to one. Once anomineeis elected to a
position, he or shewill not beeligibleto runfor
any additional teamwork positions he or she
may have been nominated to.

Once elected, new Home officers should
read the “Obligations of All Family Officers”
and the “Responsibilities and Authority of
Home Officers,” and taketimeto hear from the
Lord in prophecy for any specifics He has for
them in their new job, and areas they can con-
tinue to work on and grow in when it comes to
the care of their Home and its members.

33. No Response Counting as an
Abstention in Home Referendums

TheCharter hasbeen amended to clarify
that if aHomedoesnot send in avoteonagiven
area referendum within the prescribed voting
time frame, that will automatically be counted
as an abstention.

Changes in “Election Rules”
D. Home referendum

1. (Unchanged.)
2. (Unchanged.)

a. Homesthat do not respond
to a Home referendum will
have their vote counted as
an abstention.

34. 3% Common Pot

Asexplained in the“3% Monthly Com-
mon Pot Referendum Passes’ (LNF 287), each
CM Home worldwide is now required to con-
tribute 3% of itsincometo their Common Pot on
amonthly basis. Itisno longer ayearly referen-
dum, but has now become a permanent Charter
requirement. ThismeansHomesfailing to send
in 3% for the Common Pot will be subject tothe
same Charter procedures as when a Home
doesn’t send in their 10% tithe or 1% FAF gift.

Change in “Basic Responsibilities of the
Charter Home”
B. Fulfills the reporting requirements
in accordance with “World Service
Reporting and Mailing Rules.”

Homes must send in their TeleTRF, tithe,
1% FAF and 3% Common Pot contributionson
time each month in accordance with the “World
Service Reporting and Mailing Rules’ listed in
the“ Fundamental Family Rules.”

C. Tithes to World Services a mini-
mum of 10% of its income, as well
as contributes a further 1% to the
Family Aid Fund (FAF), and 3%to the
Continent’s Common Pot, and
shares with World Services from its
abundance through added gifts.

AstheBibleand the Lettersteach, the Lord
expects His peopleto tithe. The tithe is 10% of
all new cashincometo the Home. (For detailson
what should be tithed, see FSM 331, “Answers
to Your Tithing, FAF, HER, Pioneer Gift, and
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Home Loan Questions.”) The minimum titheis
$100, except in some countries specifically
granted exception by WS dueto poor economic
conditions. There is no monthly $10 minimum
onthe FAF or $30 minimum on the Common Pot.
The FAF and CP contributions are smply 1%
and 3%, respectively, of the Home's total new
cash income for the month.

(Remainder of explanation unchanged.)

D. (Unchanged.)

E. (Unchanged.)

All of the Homeswithin an area, country, or
city can have united goals that Homes in that
particular areaare expected to attempt to achieve.
Such goals must not contravene the Charter or
the “ Fundamental Family Rules,” sothey can’t
take away any of the rights granted under the
“Charter of Responsibilities and Rights.”

There are only two ways such goals can be
established:

1) Thefirst isif WS publishes a directive
declaring that the worldwide Family, or acertain
area or city, must attempt to achieve a certain
goal. On therare occasion that World Services
might make such a decree, they will publish it
electronically orin print, clearly stating that itis
aworldwide, area, country or city goal. In other
words, if WSissuessuch adecree, it will not be
ambiguous. No one will be ableto erroneously
come up to you and say that you “must do such-
and-such becauseit isaWS-declared areagoal”
unless such a goa has been clearly stated as
suchinanofficial publication.

2.) The second method for establishing
such agoal, and the method that will most com-
monly be used, isthrough aHome referendum.
The rules governing Home referendums are
listed under the “Election Rules’ in the “Fun-
damental Family Rules.”

This means that other than a WS-estab-
lished goal, an area goal cannot be established
without avote of the Homes affected. Oncethe
majority of the Homes in an area, country, or
city agreethat ameasure should become agoal,
then all the Homes in the area, country, or city
are expected to endeavor to achieveiit.

Soif an areawantsto have aunited project

or a“push” that everyone is expected to par-
ticipatein, it must first be confirmed inaHome
referendum as an areagoal.

Oneexample could bean effort to raise extra
fundsto produce a special witnessing tool. Any
area, country, or city wishing toimplement such
giving would need to receivethe Homes' agree-
ment through aHome referendum. Inthe Home
referendum section of the “Election Rules’ it
explains that Home referendums on financial
matters are established by atwo-thirds majority
of theareaHomes. Sointhis case, two-thirds of
the Homes must agree beforeit becomesan area
goal.—Whereas in nonfinancial matters, such
as coordinating witnessing areaswithin agiven
metropolitan area, asimple majority isthecrite-
rion. All areaand country goals, other than WS-
suggested goals, are subject to avote of confir-
mation, which should be organized every six
months, according to the “Election Rules’ in
the“ Fundamental Family Rules.”

35. Mailing Address Options and
Reporting Requirements

Itisnolonger arequirement that aHome
maintain a separate P.O. box or mail service
addressfor their WSmailings. Homesin sens-
tive countries or areas may still be asked to con-
tinue receiving their mailings at a separate ad-
dressfor security reasonsif the CC feelsit best.

Change in “World Service Reporting and
Mailing Rules”

A. All Charter members must tithe and
appear on a Charter Home’s TeleTRF
each month without exception.

B. All Charter Homes must have their

own valid street, post office box, or
mail service address at which they
can receive their printed WS mail-
ings, and must maintain aworking
email address at which they can re-
ceive communications and notices.

Homes must have a valid street address,

P.O. box, or amail service to receive their WS

mailings at. Also, as of September 1, 2003, itis

strongly suggested that all Homes have awork-
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ing ISP, and it isrequired that every Home have
itsown email address. In rareinstances on diffi-
cult pioneer fields, having aworking email ad-
dress may not be possible. In those cases, the
CC can make exceptions.

C. Homes areresponsible to send in
their tithe, their 1% FAF, their 3% Con-
tinental Common Pot contribution,
and their monthly report on the re-
quired dates set by their reporting
office.

1. Incases of noorlow or late
tithe, 1% FAF contribution, or 3%
Continental Common Pot contri-
bution, no or late Home monthly
report, or being in debt for two
consecutive months, a Home
will automatically be placed on
Probationary Notice.

Homes must send in their TRF, tithe ($100
minimum, or $50 in poor mission fields as speci-
fied by WS), 1% FAF and 3% Continental Com-
mon Pot contributions on time.

D. Thereporting office, in consultation
with the Continental Council and WS
leadership, determines the meth-
ods, procedures, and dates for
sending the Homes’ monthly report
and tithe. The Home teamwork and/
or those responsible for sending off
the monthly report and tithe are the
only members of the Home who
should be privy to this information.

1. Homes may decide, by a major-
ity vote, to permit voting mem-
bers to read the monthly report
before it is sent off.

2. Charter member Homes are

required to use the electronic
TeleTRF for their monthly Home
report.

The ROs, in consultation with the CC and

must send in their TeleTRFs and on the method
of collectingtheHomes' reports, tithes, and gifts
according towhat isbest and legal intheir coun-
try. Information about the TRF addressand tithe
proceduresis something that only theteamwork
or those involved need to know.

Asof November 2002, all CM Homes must
use the electronic TeleTRF for their monthly
report. It is strongly recommended that the
TeleTRF beemailed to the RO usingtheHome's
ISP, If aHomedoesnot havean | SP, the TeleTRF
can be sent to the RO from a location outside
the Home, such asfromalocal Internet café. In
rare instances on difficult pioneer fields, using
the electronic TeleTRF may not be possible. In
those cases, the CC can make exceptions.

E. (Unchanged.)

F Dueto worldwide currency fluctua-
tions, the reporting office, in coun-
sel with World Services, will decide
the exchange rate for local curren-
cies in each continental area.

Change in “Procedures for Placing a Home
on Probationary Notice”

A. A Home can be placed on Proba-
tionary Noticeif it violates, contra-
venes, or fails to fulfill the “Respon-
sibilities of the Charter Home.”

1. AHomewill automatically be
placed on Probationary Notice
for failure to fulfill the reporting
requirements outlined in “World
Services Reporting and Mailing
Rules.”

36. MO Website Passwords and

Login ID

The question was raised whether it was
acceptablefor Charter membersto sharefile
copiesof theGNsand other Family pubsdown-
loaded from the Family “Members Only”
website. LNF 284 stated that members could not
sharefile copiesof the GNswith other CM mem-
bers. However, in further prayer and counsel,

WS, decide onwhat day theHomesintheir area theLord confirmed that it's okay to share these
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pub files, with the exception of emailing the GN
files, with other Family memberseligibleto have
them. File copies are treated as paper copies
and are subject to the guidelinesin “ Classifica-
tions of Family Membership and Literature.”
However,aHomecannot giveout its* M em-
bersOnly” login I D and passwor d to those not
currently members of their Charter Home.

Addition to “Home Life Rules”

#. Homes or members of the Home
may not share their Family “Mem-
bers Only” website login ID or pass-
word with those who are not cur-
rent members of their Home.

The pubs, news, photos and information
avalableontheMO siteisavailableto all Char-
ter Family members. However, in order to re-
strict access to only those who are eligible to
log on to the site, it isrequired that each Home
have their own access for use by their mem-
bers. A Home or its members may not sharetheir
login or password with those who are not cur-
rently members of the Home, or log on to the
MO sitefor them.

As an added precaution, the Home should
also regularly change their MO website pass-
word.

A CM member from another Home can either
read the downloaded online GNs they are eli-
giblefor whileinyour Home, or take aprinted or
file copy of an online GN they are ligible for
withthem. However, file copies of the GNsshould
not be shared via email with any person who is
not acurrent member of your Home, unless per-
missionisgranted by the RCC for an exceptional
case.

37. AIDS Testing for Those Who Have
Blood Transfusions

Therehavebeen seriousaccidentsand cer -
tain medical procedures requiring Family
member storeceiveablood transfusion requir-
ingtheuse of anon-CM member’sblood, and
although most countries have blood screening
for HIV-tainted blood, it isneverthelesspossible
to contract the virus through transfusions. All
who have ablood transfusion in the future must

now have AIDS testing six months after the
transfusion before engaging in any sexual acts
with other Charter members. If you have had a
blood transfusion in the past, wewould also like
to ask that you get AIDStesting. Thereis noth-
ing wrong with getting a blood transfusion, if
needed. However, because of our communal
lifestyle, this has been added to the Charter only
as a precautionary measure to help prevent the
possible spread of AIDS in the Family.

Addition to “Sex and Affection Rules”

#. Members in the Charter Family who
get ablood transfusion for any rea-
son, using blood from anon-CM
member, must wait six months
after the transfusion and test nega-
tive for HIV before sexual sharing.
1. Members that are mated may

have sexual relations with their
mate, if their mate agrees, pro-
viding they use acondom each
time. The member’s mate must
also agree not to share sexually
with others until their mate has
been cleared of HIV after testing
at the end of six months.

A written statement
signed by the member
and witnessed by the
Home officers must be
sent (via email or other
means) by the Home
officers to the Rules
and Clearance Council
declaring the outcome
of the HIV testing before
the member is allowed
to engage in any sexual
acts with other Family
members other than
their mate.

a.

38. AIDS Testing Follow-up
It’snow necessary for thosehaving had sex
with outsider sto send awritten statement, via
email or other means, of their HIV testsre-
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sults, to their Rules and Clearance Council
before they will be able to have sex with other
Charter members. Itisnolonger required to take
two HIV testsafter having sex with anon-Char-
ter member before sharing with Charter mem-
bers again, though it is still required for new
disciplesand FMersbecoming CM to havetwo
HIV tests six months apart.

Change in “Procedures for Accepting New
Disciples Into a Charter Home”

Inadditiontothe L etterson sex inthe“New
Disciple Basic Course,” near the end of their
first six monthsin the Family new disciplesmust
read through the “Living the Lord's Law of
Love” GN series (published in GNs 804 to 814
and reprinted in Lifelines 25), in order to get a
full understanding of their responsibilities in
sexual relationships. Only upon completing the
reading of this series can they begin having sex
with others, providing of coursethey have been
cleared by asecond HIV test at the end of their
first six monthsin the Charter Family.

F  Afterliving in a Charter Home for six
consecutive months, completing the
reading of the “Charter of Responsi-
bilities and Rights” and “Fundamen-
tal Family Rules,” the “New Disciple’s
Basic Course,” the “Law of Love”
series, and having tested HIV nega-
tive at the end of the six-month
period, if a simple majority of the
Home's voting members agree, they
will become a Charter member with
voting rights. (See “ Classifications of
Family Membership and Literature,”
and “Priority Reading for New Dis-
ciples’ First Year in the Family,” for
other appropriate reading material
for new disciples.)

1. A written statement signed by
the member and witnessed by
the Home officers must be sent
(viaemail or other means) by the
Home officers to the Rules and
Clearance Council declaring the
outcome of the second HIV test
before the member is allowed to

engage in any sexual acts with
other Family members.

Change in “Procedures for Moving Fellow
Members to Charter Member Status”

F  Atthebeginning of the six-month
transitional period all voting-age
members of the Home must test
negative for HIV and again test
negative after the six-month period.

1. A written statement signed by
the member and witnessed by
the Home officers must be sent
(viaemail or other means) by the
Home officers to the Rules and
Clearance Council declaring the
outcome of the second HIV test
before the member is allowed to
engage in any sexual acts with
other Family members.

39. HSEC No Longer Required

TheHSEC hasbeen dropped asaHomere-
quirement. The HSEC form ison the TeleTRF
CD, soisavailabletofill out asneeded, butitis
no longer necessary to send the HSEC to your
reporting office every six months. At timesyour
V Ss or COs may ask your Home to fill out the
HSEC, such as during or prior to their visit to
your Home to review together with the Home
whilevisiting.

Addition to “Basic Responsibilities of the
Charter Home”

#. Fills outthe “Home Self-Evaluation
Checklist” in aunited Home meet-
ing upon request from an area or
continental officer.

Change to introduction to “Appendix C: Home
Self-Evaluation Checklist”

Thisform ismeant to be an easy-reference
summary of the Charter, as well as a self-help
voluntary checklist that you can avail your-
selves of at any time. However, you must fill it
out in aunited Home meeting upon the request
of an areaor continental officer.

60



