& dash--he's off! He likes to climb over
1ittTe brick walls, jump down from high
places, climb trees, kick the ball as
hard as he can, etc. lle has always been
very independent aboul nol wanting to
hold hands while climbing on things or
even walking down the street, bul we do
enforce holding hands whon it for safoly
reasons. He 1ikes to try “clvcus (rfcky®
on almost.anything ¢l imbablo, haging, ol
never in too daring or dangerous a way,
but just Tna sort of Independent & ex
perimental way, seeing how (1'% a new
thing!

30. ALFRED HAD A BURDEN [OR "GARDEN IM-

PROVEMENTS" “in our new home, but got a

big thorn stuck right at the base of his
thumb on one hand which festered & swell-
ed & began to cause hin lots of trouble.

We gathered together to pray for him that
the thorn would come out, & after prayer
Dito sweetly encouraged him by saying,
"You know, 1've had problems too & the
Lord has always healed me". He recalled
his experfence with the Whooping Cough &
the burn on his face & even a 1ittle
scratch he had had on his hand earlier
that bothered him a lot. It was really
cute how both kids were encouraging Al-
ifred not to be afraid or worried! Dad did
suggest after secing the thorn deeply

lodged in the skin that ATf visit the
free clinic to have it taken out! Lesson:
Do gardening & othor manual labour wear-
ing gloves |

1.” ALONG WITH S 11 ING Up A _BRAND NEW
HOUSE_INSTDE, WL USUAI | Y II\VE_T0 DO A BIT
OF FIXING OUTSIDE Tiil |0t/ 100, & try to
make a nice chiTdron's play area. We try

to make some kind of sandhox or sandplay
area_in every yard sinco f1's such a
simple thing to fix up & also quite a
clean & edifying plaything. by simply
boarding two planks in a square frame
alongside a cemented curb area |1 our
back yard we were able to section off a
nice Tittle area for the sandbox, par.
tially shaded so that the children at the
daily 12:00 noon playtime could have sun
or shade, whichever they preferved. Sand
is also kept quite clean by the wind, sun
& rain so is never very dirty for the
children to play with even if they add
water & make mud pies--provided there
no cats in your neighbourhood!
say, there were lots around here, so we
had to cover the sandbox with screening
nailed to a log that we could roll back
when the children began to play & then

are
Sorry to

cover the sandbox when they were done to
69:

keep out those nasty cats!

32. AND AS EMBARRASSING AS IT IS, 1 U
POSE_I SHOULD_SHARE WITH YOU A LESSOR WE -
LEARNED _ABOUT "PROVISIONING" OUR SAND.
Well, the boys had been so busy they i
hadn"t been able to obtain some nice, I
Clean sand for us. We usually in other
houses have gathered it from an isolated
beach area or simply provisioned it with
the children from a construction sight,
asking the workmen for several buckets
(Ul Well, there was a nice huge, big
pile of beautiful clean sand Just down
the block from us at an apartment build-
ing site. lowever, we never were able to
find the workmen there during work hours
& ask them for our sand as usual. I had
the big idea that because they had so
much sand, hills & hills piled full in
their yard, that perhaps we could just
take two mop buckets down there one evens
ing & at least gather a bit to begin our -
sandpile project! It was already built &
Just waiting for that nice clean sand on-
Ty a little ways down the street...

33. S0 OFF WE WENT, DORA DAVID, DAVIDA
& MYSELF, ALONG WITH LITTLE TECHT TN THE
STROLLER TO "PROVISION" QUR SAND. On the
way there T prayed aloud, "Lord, if it's
not Your will for us to take this sand,
then please just stop us in some way, but
ﬁ]ease, Just don't Tet us get in trouble!"
e quickly Toaded our buckets & then be-
cause they were so heavy to carry,we park-
ed them by the side of the street & con-
tinued our walk through the neighbourhood.
We were gone for quite a Tong while & on
our way back, we stopped to discover our
buckets, shovels & sand were al1 gone! We
began to walk home feeling quite Convict-
ed about the whole incident, when a motor-
bike drove up right behind us & slowed
down, & my heart began skipping beats as
I was thinking, "Oh my Lord, it might be
the police!" but it wasn't, TTL! We hur-
ried back home as quTckly as possible & I
shared the lesson with everyone that it
definitely wasn't the Lord's will & He
stopped us by not providing what we ——
thought might have been a "need". "Borrow-
ing without asking is stealing," Daddy
has told us before. So we were really
sorry & even told the children we were
sorry for even attempting such an idea!
The Lord stopped us from getting our sand
& without getting caught just as we had
prayed, but what a gracious, merciful way
of teaching us a lesson. d

NING_AT DINNE

4. DD X MARTA ONE-FVE
;R@ENTED T0 _DAVID, A NEW ELECTRONIC
ENTED TO_DAVID, A NEW ELECTRONIC

i
1

|'l1LING TOY CALLED "SPEAK'N SPELL" '_radl!
liy lexas Instruments. Daddy was really
trilled with the PDSSihﬂ‘it}_l of havlﬂg]a
now Spelling Revolution within the film Y,
iy to learn spelling ina gane-1ike
(ashion, & had so much fun playing wit
Il himself he worked on it with Dav:‘g far
I he night. Ha! In fact, everyone .
1v”n‘v‘}: ; turnqat the "Speak'n Spell _whu:h
I programmed with a computer's volcﬁ,
il a man's voice, but a very clear human-
ounding voice, that after challenging
you to spell a certain word in a series
wi11 “catch" you with the exact wroﬂ?.
junch of a letter to chose in a spelling
cquence with "You're wrong!" or "wrongl,“
Iry again!" Tt even answers back *1 won!
35. WE_ENJOYED PLAYING WITH ”SPEAK‘d
SPELL™ QUITE A BIT AT FIRST but Dav1h
ended up being a little aggrayated tl aa
the machine was challenging him so muc
twould shout out it was right over
lavid's attempt to spell a word. It is a
very good spelling toy for chﬂdrenpgsl‘fd
haps age 6 & over, but 4% year o}ld i
was offended as soon as he was told wrongt &
would quickly change channels & go on tn
another game, avoiding the fact that thgtloy
vas winning! Maybe you'd Tike to try it!
QEFTNQTE FROM DAVID TO MOMMY & DADDY ON
4 APRIL 1979: 7
x Mommy & Daddy,

Diauantm’awcat. Do you think that's @
good idea? A kittem, because I looked in
this book. I Tearned how to give the cat
food. If we don't want mice in the house
| i 1

Bpeak
& Spell

Watch this! I can spell if you tell
me what to do!




