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OFFICE TAG


Mr. Tetsuya Tsuda

“Friday” editorial desk correspondents


Mr. Daiki Tokuyama


Mr. Kei Mizuno

Dispensing with the preliminaries….


We took a look at the article you published in your April 29th, 2005 edition (published April 15th) of “Friday” magazine. Due to your reporting approach of the past month we had expected a libelous article, and, sadly, the article was exactly as we had expected it to be.

But we appreciate the honest opinion Mr. Tsuda gave after interviewing our close neighbors, when he wrote that, “I have investigated communes in many areas and have honestly been astonished at the good reputation ‘The Family’ enjoys with its close neighbors.” You must have been surprised to find how different the story from what was told by those who slander us.


We also appreciate that the materials we’d previously sent you, concerning the judicial cases “The Family” was involved in, was almost accurately summarized in the article. For supplement, as it was written in the materials we sent, “Specialists in various fields such as medical science, psychology, education, law, etc, were appointed by the court to conduct examinations, and all came to the same conclusion…that there was no evidence of abuse in any form.”


However, if preconceptions and negative thoughts are carved into your heart, then even if such evidence is presented to you, and you hear good things concerning it, it will be difficult to believe it.
1. Photos and the children.

We were greatly hurt by the fact that you secretly photographed and published photos of the children in their classroom without our prior consent, and that the content of the article was potentially disruptive to the children’s lives.
 
Furthermore, the way you captioned the photographs clearly revealed your intention to twist the truth and make it sensational. (For the record, the photos of children that were taken from past publications do not imply abuse.)


This is something we explained when you first visited, but when media personnel visited us over ten years ago, we were met by unacceptable reporting attitudes and suffered media damage both mentally and physically. Although there were those who wrote about us from their own viewpoint without being caught up by preconceptions, prejudices and rumors, most of the reporters were only after the “scoop” and wrote libelous articles about us. The scars inflicted on the children by such heartless articles are not easily healed.

At first glance the recent “Friday” article is written in a way that appears to show concern for the children’s happiness, but please consider the pain the article’s contents will cause the children as a result. The very thought of the children, who interact positively with other people and children in the community, being subjected to curious stares and bigotry as a result of this article is unbearable to the parents. If you, Mr. Tsuda, and all those involved in the publishing of “Friday” magazine, are a parent with children, how would you feel if you were in the opposite situation (in which your child’s life is disrupted, and your child, who has great future potential, is given the cold eye by the world because a libelous article about his lifestyle and facial shots were published by the hundred thousands nationwide)? In the Bible it says, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”


You wrote much about child abuse, but as a mother I would like to say that your coverage, and your report of our precious children perfectly fits the description of “abuse”.
2. Media damage


We sent the following mail after your company visited us in March without prior notice, and in conjunction with two other companies.
* * *

The Family International has, up until now, received much coverage from many media organizations. In most cases, they first sent an official request by phone or in writing that included the purpose and content of their report. When we were able to accurately comprehend its content and purpose, we gave prompt cooperation.


However, in this particular situation there were a few things about your questions and interviewing method that caused us some reservations and we hope you will understand our need for caution.

On your initial visit, I requested that you arrange an appointment before any visitation, and you gave your consent. But then you unexpectedly visited the NPO “Side by Side International” in Tokyo without first contacting them although you had their phone number. You also recently called on us again, once again without appointment, to request that we answer the questions you had sent us the day before. Not to mention the fact that the representatives of the two other companies that accompanied you did not show them self until we requested that you move your vehicles.


When you first visited us, we were told that you “wished to do a report on the unique schooling method of the 21st Century International School”, however, from your questions we received the impression that you wished to instead criticize our schooling.


After considering the content of your questions, the fact that you visited three times without any prior notification, and comparing it to the damage caused by media coverage in the past, we could not help receiving a strong impression that the content of your article has already been decided on and that its purpose is to slander us.

* * *

　And your recent article proved that our apprehensions were legitimate.

 After the above message, it seems like you visited our communities, again without prior notice. If you are striving to report impartially, please put yourself in the other person’s place and report from their perspective.

 The closing lines of your article, which are quoted below, clearly reveal your prejudice.

 “The cult claims that, ‘Extensive house searches were conducted in four countries overseas from 1989 to 1993, but in each judicial case the Family was acquitted of the allegations of child abuse’, but the tragedies of SGAs, like X, are still occurring in reality.”


The outcome of the trial is not our “claim” but the truth. If you have any doubts about it, please contact each respective court of justice.

Argentina was one of the “four countries overseas”, and after examining the sworn statements of the ex-Family members, who had filed the claims of abuse, the San Martin appeals court stated the following in it’s verdict:

“[They] are incompatible with the results of the medical reports. Their own declarations reveal an apparent eagerness to exaggerate vague memories of past events, to the point of having resorted to accounts, which have been proven beyond doubt to be false and have therefore significantly weakened their declaration in terms of credibility.”


According to the evidence that was later documented, it became clear that the same ex-members were also actively involved in judicial cases against the Family in other countries. And some were also the intelligence sources for a certain weekly magazine which we will mention later.
3. Detractor groups comprised of former members.

The mail we sent you on the third of April contained the following explanation concerning the activities of our ex-members.

* * *

“Most former members have good memories of their experiences in the Family International and many of them keep in touch with us. However there are also some who have begun to take hostile actions against us and are strongly persuading other former members to join in their activities. Sadly there are those who are affected by their interaction with our detractors and begin to aim false, or exaggerated, criticism at the Family International.

One such example is a former member who lives in the States, named Daniel Roselle. Shortly after leaving the Family he began to associate with the detractors and then began to claim that he’d been abused.

In fact, yesterday, after you left, the 21st Century International School received a message from him via his father (current member), and in his message Daniel quoted your questionnaire, and also mentioned your visit to our school. We do not know how he obtained the information, but just in case you are in contact with Daniel, we would like to explain the following.

From what his parents have said, he left the Family International 9 years ago at the age of 20, but never once did the story of abuse come up. Although he could have freely requested an investigation, which by Family policy, can be requested at the slightest possibility of abuse, it seems he never mentioned it. Although he has recently brought up his story of abuse, prior to it he not only never mentioned the story of abuse, but apparently regarded his time in the Family as “happy memories”.

We have attached the statements (in English) of Daniel Roselle’s father, mother, sister and a former member who lived in the same community as he did, so please refer to them.

“We are aware that there are some former members, even in Japan, who claim to have been abused. If it is true then we are sincerely sorry. However, we’ve also learned that some claims were quite exaggerated while others were complete fabrications. Chances are that it’s some kind of misunderstanding or erroneous allegation, as it is in Daniel Roselle’s case. There has been a case in another country where someone spread the word that she’d been abused, only to confess later that she had been lying.

So, if you’ve heard various stories as such from our former members, please do not swallow it down hook, line and sinker.
* * *

These former members who become detractors actively exchange information and opinions on a homepage (bulletin board) that was made for the purpose of slandering the Family. When a former member, who participated in the bulletin board, committed a murder at the start of the year, there was an increase in postings that vindicated the crime, and even instigated it. (We have sent some portions to you. Please refer to it.)


We heard that you have contacted for an interview, directly or indirectly, the participants of the homepage, where such rabid comments are nonchalantly posted. If this is true, shouldn’t you examine your information sources more closely?
4. False allegations of child abuse.

In your article there is a phrase about the Family that says, “It was about ten years ago that the problem of child abuse received publicity in Japan”, and it’s true that a certain magazine company brought up the issue of child abuse and other false allegations in a negative campaign against us that lasted for one and a half month. Their information source was the detractor group of ex-members, and from the sworn statement of a participant it became clear that the company spent quite a sum of money towards purchasing materials from the detractors and inviting them from abroad.

It was a vigorous campaign that required a long period of time and a large reporting cost. However, most newspaper publishing companies and normal news channels hardly gave it a second glance. In the beginning, many reporters followed suit, but they gradually lost interest when no evidence surfaced of any illegal wrongdoing such as the magazine company had claimed. If those accusations had been true then the Family would have been destroyed long ago. However, regardless of the slander of our detractors and the inhumane media, we are continuing our activities in over one hundred countries worldwide.

Contrary to the accusation of the detractors, our policy of zero tolerance towards abuse in any form protects minors in Family communities from abuse. The fact was confirmed in the first half of the 1990s, when detractor groups falsely complained to authorities in Argentina, France, Spain and Australia, that the children in the Family were being abused. At that time, based on the false information, police conducted predawn raids on Family communities in four countries. The accusations that triggered the compulsory investigations are the same as those being made today.

However, as I mentioned earlier, more than 600 Family children underwent detailed examinations and the results showed that all the children were healthy, and absolutely no trace of abuse was discovered.

This hasn’t changed. In your article you claimed that abuse occurs within the Family today, but the voices of the second-generation members of the Family clearly show that it isn’t true. There is a homepage with statements, testimonials and photographs from over 400 second-generation members and we strongly recommend that you visit the site. (www.myconclusion.com)

You stated that until the Family distributed a “rule book” “around the year 1994”, twelve was the “minimum age limit permitted to have sex”. Your claim is completely counterfactual. And neither was the “penalty policy” of excommunication, etc, “newly established” with this “rule book”.


The Family’s “Charter”, which was published in 1995, merely codifid and clarified the guidelines and rules that had been written in various publications up until that point.

Concerning relationships between adults and minors, as it says in the materials we sent you the other day, “In 1986, David Berg and Maria David, realizing that safeguards for the protection of minors had not been instituted, forbid sexual acts with minors and put safeguards into place. Ever since…1988, the Family has rendered infractions of this policy an excommunicable offense.”

The consenting age for sexual relationship among young people was set at eighteen in 1990, and although the rule has undergone some changes since then, it never went below the age of sixteen.

Where did the digits in your claim come from? If the former members are your source of information, this should make it obvious that they are not telling the truth.
5. Homeschooling

We’d previously given you an explanation about homeschooling (education based on the home), but unfortunately, did not see it reflected in the recent article.

Homeschooling is a widely used method of schooling, especially in the United States. It originally began with Christian parents who wanted to give their children a Bible-based education and quietly spread, until it became a widespread movement, regardless of whether one was a Christian or not, due to the problems and dangers of public school and the deterioration of the quality of education. There are now presently over two hundred thousand American children that don’t attend school and instead receive an education at home through homeschooling.

Even in Japan, both Christian and non-Christian homeschooling support groups have been established. There are cases where the child merely turns from absenteeism to homeschooling, but there are also a growing number of parents who proactively choose homeschooling as an educational method. Although it’s not an accurate statistic, it is estimated that there are over 3000 children who are homeschooled. From early childhood to high education, they participate in local activities, homeschoolers’ gatherings, and a variety of other events and activities, while receiving an education that is centered around the home.

In the Family, in most cases, parents choose this form of education called homeschooling and are greatly involved in the education and training of their children. They strive to give their children a multi-faceted education through studies of the general subjects, practical skills training, Christian training, physical education, outings, various activities, etc. Having an international view they strive to raise bilingual children by putting an effort into the child’s English studies from early childhood.

Each individual community also counsels with members of the local school and board of education, and homeschools with their understanding.

In passing, a member of the Tateyama Board of Education told us that you conducted an interview without revealing the magazine name, “Friday”. The administrator told us that they explained to you that we “attended the elementary school’s PTA activities, and have cooperated in many ways”, but their comment wasn’t included in your article. For your reference, we would like you to know that a member of the board of education also thanked us for allowing our children, after some discussion, to occasionally attend school, and for proactively participating in festivities and PTAs.

How do you feel about publishing extremely negative contexts in your magazine concerning what involves individual choice? Reporting information concerning the situation of specific children/students’, by identifying the 21st Century School in Tateyama in such a biased, one-sided manner, is brutal force with the pen and a violation of the children’s human rights. We once again request that you will reconsider what a negative effect this will have on the children.
6. The Family, and NPOs and Companies.

The following was communicated to you on the third of April, but this too was not reflected in your article’s content.


“Family communities (Homes, or centers) operate individually in both financial and operational aspects, its leadership is elected by mutual vote from among the members, and its goals, direction, and activities are decided in conference by all the members. (Furthermore, while communities and individuals of the Family International may establish a company or be involved in the management of an NPO as an individual, the Family International does not own those companies and is not involved in the operation of any NPO.)”


You wrote that we “assume a different group name…and advocate activities that differ from religion”,　and we were unable to comprehend why individuals, that belong to the Family and establish NPOs to push humanitarian aid activities, or open an English class to teach English, would be criticized.   
As we mentioned in a previous message, one of our goals is: “To actively assist the needy through producing and performing inspirational, dramatic, and musical benefits; serving as volunteers in disaster relief; and seeking ways to provide comfort and material assistance for the disadvantaged”. Many of our communities are involved in volunteer work that is based on the Christian spirit.

It is a shame that such volunteer work is criticized. It reminds me of the words that Jesus Christ once said to the detractors of his day.


“Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?”

One of the detractors recently sent a slanderous letter about the NPO “Side By Side International” and the Family International to an organization that works with the NPO “Side By Side International”. We would like to share with you an excerpt of the reply that a member of the organization sent to the detractor.


“I have not requested to receive your hate mail. The folks at Side by Side [International] and the Family in Japan have shown deep concern for the poor and needy and do not deserve your cruel agenda. What are you contributing to reduce poverty and misery in the world?”


We would like to ask the same question to you and receive your answer, Mr. Tsuda, Mr. Tokuyama and Mr. Mizuno.

If you, personally, aren’t contributing towards lightening the poverty and misery of the world, could you at least not hinder us from doing so?

Many more false allegations and one-sided claims were repeated in your article and if we were to go over each one there would be too many to enumerate on. But please reflect on the explanation given in this letter. To Mr. Tsuda, and all involved in the editing and publishing of the magazine, we appeal to your conscience and ask that you stop inflicting damage on the hearts of our innocent and precious children by such slanderous reporting.

We hope that you will show an unbiased interest in the truthful opinion of our neighbors, which you’ve already received, the verdict content of the worldwide judicial branches regarding the detailed, concrete subject of the factual indictment, and the outlook of academics that have conducted extensive research on the Family International. If you were to do so, you undoubtedly wouldn’t swallow the allegations of the detractor group and write an article that would hurt our children.

I would like to end this letter with the renowned St. Francis’ (an Italian monk) prayer, which is also our heartfelt prayer.
Saint Francis Prayer
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace,
that where there is hatred, I may bring love,
where there is wrong, I may bring the spirit of forgiveness,
where there is discord, I may bring harmony,
where there is error, I may bring truth,
where there is doubt, I may bring faith,
where there is despair, I may bring hope,
where there are shadows, I may bring light
and where there is sadness, I may bring joy.

Lord, grant that I may comfort, rather than to be comforted,
that I may understand, rather that to be understood
that I may love, rather than to be loved.

For it is by forgetting self, that one finds
it is by forgiving, that one is forgiven
it is by dying that one awakens to eternal life.

April 18th, 2005

Family International Contact Place.

