Timely Message! Please read this with your Home’s voting members as soon as possible!

To all Homes from the PR Board

2005/04/05

Dear Ones, 


GBY! We pray that you are reaping an abundant harvest in your witnessing and that the Lord is leading you in your preparation towards the coming persecution! We’d like to thank you for your support in prayer during this time and know that through your key-filled prayers the Lord will work mighty miracles on our behalf. TYJ!

1. Latest development: The Newsweek magazine that will be in bookstores on April 6th contains a libelous article about us.


In GN #1119: 23 Peter wrote the following: 
　　　“It's natural to be curious about the details in a situation like this, but please be aware that you're not going to find out the truth via the news media or the Internet. Unfortunately, the media is being contacted and fed extensively by some of our most hostile apostates; the reports in the newspapers are for the most part not giving the full picture‚ nor are they referring to the official studies credible academics have done and published on the Family.” 

　　　So please understand that we are not recommending you to read this article. We, the PR Board, will read it and inform you soon of the points that you’ll need to be aware of when explaining it to your friends. 
2) Specific counteraction the HCS has taken:

1. Prayer and praise meetings: Praying and praising through the day and never ceasing.

2. Being prepared to answer any questions by studying the statements.
*Arranging the statements in order of importance (abuse, education, Ricky’s death, etc) and studying them.

*Attached file: [The file “Briefing by Clare Borowik for the Family International” is a condensed, but powerful, statement concerning the topics that were the main point of focus after the incident with Ricky and provides useful information.]
3. Organizing schooling records.

4. Concerning the children:

*Rehearse answering questions in a manner appropriate to their age. (Please refer to this file that was sent before: Helping children answer questions from outsiders.)

3) The importance of following up on outsiders

   (Explanation to sheep and contacts)

* They will receive it better and be more favorably disposed if we explain it to them before hand with the necessary materials, than if they were to hear it from a third party.

* Each person’s situation varies so please pray and hear from the Lord about how to explain it and what materials to give them. 

* Simply sending them the statement of Ricky, in particular, may cause them to harbor fear so we would recommend that you directly meet with them to explain it. 

4) Possible questions and sample answers: 

   Preface: Here we would like to give a simple explanation about one point that may come up regarding the current persecution by the media. No matter what the Enemy may say, it’s very important that we all are aware of the fact that this current media persecution is being orchestrated by the Enemy to destroy our, and the Family’s, wonderful work and witness.

It is also very important to remember that it is Satan and his forces, the ones causing this persecution that we are fighting against, and not any individual.


(GN #1120:244.)(Jesus:) But you must not believe a word of it! No matter what excuses people have for hating you, or what reasons they come up with for persecuting you, you must understand that in the long run, it is simply persecution for righteousness' sake, because you're doing the job that I told you to do, and the Enemy hates it.

247. People think they have their reasons, and their wherefores and whys you should be stopped, disbanded, or even jailed and killed, but they are simply misled by their demonic oppressors into believing a lie. The demons don't care about mistakes made in the past or supposed lacks or shortcomings. The demons of the netherworld care about one thing only, and that is stopping some of the most active Christians on the face of this Earth today-you! You're the ones doing them the greatest damage, and that makes you the number-one enemies. That's why you attract so much attention and get so many knocks.
◆Ｑ＆Ａ◆

This is NOT an official response from the “Family International” so please do not print it and give it out. They are only sample answers to refer to when personally answering your friends.
* Questions regarding child abuse.

Q. Does child abuse still occur within the communities of the Family International?

   A1. (If they’ve ever met Family children:) Does it seem like the children are being abused?

   A2. No, the Family does not tolerate the abuse of minors, and has a policy of excommunicating any offenders since 1988.

   A3. It is completely unaccepted. The Family children are loved and cared for by their parents, and are treasured as gifts from God that were entrusted to us for the purpose of raising them in the ways of God.

Q. (If a specific abuse case is mentioned in up the conversation:)

A1. I personally don’t know what happened. I don’t know if it’s true or exaggerated, but the Family presently takes excommunication measures towards any form of child abuse.


A2. The Family has strict rules and so the possibility of it occurring is extremely scarce. But nobody is perfect and there are times when certain individuals break the Family rules. However, that doesn’t mean that the Family accepts it. (It is the same as if a particular individual belonging to any organization, for example the police or school department, were to commit a crime. We have said it many times, but the policy of not tolerating any form of abuse protects minors in the Family community from abuse.)  
Q. How do you feel about the death of Ricky Rodriguez, the son of the Family’s leader, Maria David?    



A1. I was shocked and greatly saddened by it. Even if one person commits suicide, the loss of life is very pitiful and is not something to be regarded lightly.


A2. You can read the details of Angela and Ricky on the homepage. The site is in English but there are photos there that contain many memories. The address is (    ). 


(Please be prepared to answer any questions related to it by being well versed in the statement regarding Ricky and Angela.)

* Questions concerning home-schooling and Japanese education.


(Please refer to the attached FED/CP Board Q&A. It is important that you are able to answer in a manner that befits your Home’s situation.)
Q. Why do you speak English when you’re Japanese? Don’t they teach Japanese?


A1. We try to overcome the frame of mind that speaking only the language of our island country, Japanese, is sufficient, and are trying to put an effort into our English schooling so that we can soar out into the world with the vision of being a missionary. Becoming bilingual is not an easy task and is a great challenge both to those that are teaching and those that are learning. 


A2．I’ve heard that Japan’s English capacity is quite behind in comparison to other Asian countries. It is a fact that there are currently very few young people who can communicate in English and that the Japanese government recognized the importance of teaching the youth and children English. Having been aware of this fact from many years back, we’ve been putting an effort in our children’s English schooling. We’ve also created a special Japanese curriculum so as not to fall behind in our Japanese studies, and are constantly striving to raise bilingual children. 
Q．Why did the contact place of the Family International refuse an interview with “Friday” and “Newsweek”?


A1. We went to a lawyer and a friend (former journalist) for advise and they suggested that there was no need to reply.. (Note: Of course we asked the Lord and obeyed what he said.)

    A2. Although they told us that they wanted to interview us about our schooling (home-schooling), from the questions they asked we received the impression that they were trying to slander us.


A3. We asked them to make an appointment and they apologized, but then subsequently made two sudden visits and pressed us for an answer to their questions.


A4. Although the reporter from “Newsweek” came in the same car as the reporters from “Friday”, he remained hidden in the car until the end and never came out.


A5. They told us that they had already finished interview the opposing side, and without telling us the reason for the interview told us, in a threatening manner, that they would publish it the way it was if we didn’t reply.


A6. We knew that the “interview and questions” were only a show and that they already had a sensational and negative article written up.

(You will better understand the above reasons by reading the letters we sent to the two publishing companies.)

For the reasons listed above we didn’t answer their questions and instead sent them materials that contained our truth and fact.

6) Reactions the HCS received during follow-up.

   “Anyone can tell by looking at your children.”
   “Is there something I could do to help?”
   “I’ll tell them off for you.”


We hope that the above message was clear. Although the clouds may seem dark and threatening at the moment, please remember that the Lord is in full control and that He is using all this to make us the elite troops of the Endtime that He needs us to be. As it says in the GN, “Pray, Obey and Prepare:

“Everybody gets a little freaked out when we start talking about persecution, but there are so many promises connected with it. And the Lord doesn't do anything just to make you fear or to make you go through bad things just to see if you're strong. That's not the purpose. He doesn't allow anything to happen to His children unless it's going to bring forth good, not only for the work, but also for you personally. (#3420:32)


So although we should be doing what we should to prepare we should not let it make us fearful but should instead praise the Lord all that he will do through it. Amen?

　　Let’s pray desperately that this negative coverage will bring great witnessing opportunities, be a catalyst towards preaching the truth in a greater way, and that the Family will be more strongly united as a result.

With love and prayer,

Your PR Board.
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