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Dear Ones,


GBY! We love you and hope you are enjoying this warm spring day! We are calling on the keys for all that you are doing today and that the Lord keeps and blesses you in all you do!

1. Answer to reporters

In past AHM we stressed the importance of not denying your affiliation with the Family International, but if your Home is MM or FM, and has former member living in it, and reporters come to ask if you belong to the Family you can answer in different ways like, “Not everybody is. I am, but there are others who are not Family members" or “I’m a member but some of my children are not."


 In general, although you should not deny your affiliation with the Family, please reply in whatever way is appropriate to your situation. This is important, because the Family is not responsible for the acts of the non-members residing in your house. It’s just like any other religion: Not everybody in the household is a believer, even when they live in the same house. The main point is that you should not deny your membership if you are a member. It would be good to prepare the non-Family members in your house for a visit, so that they do not deny your membership while trying to protect you.

2. Q&As


We received several questions about points covered in previous AHMs and we’ve arranged them in Q&A form. We hope they’re a help to you!


Q1. A reporter comes and without introducing himself, pretends to be a casual passerby, asking simple questions like “Who lives here?” or “How many people live here?’ Are we supposed to not answer?


A1. If someone comes and starts asking casual questions, if you don’t know the person, start by politely asking who they are. Once you know they are reporters, you should ask them to fax you their purpose and questions. If they ask why you can’t answer such a simple question, you can say, “In the past we suffered damage by the media and even had simple answers twisted to portray us in a bad light and are just being careful.”

So, no matter what the questions are, you don’t have to answer. Just ask them to send their purpose and questions to you.


Q2. If the local authorities come, are we suppose to tell them to contact the Renrakujo (Contact Place at HCS) or are we suppose to answer their questions?


A2. You should answer if they ask about your Home’s activities or simple facts about the Family International. Please just remember that you’re speaking as the representative of your Home and not as the representative of the Family International.


Q3. Should we give the media a brochure of our local work?


A3. Considering the present situation, the answer would probably be no. If they’ve been covering your story from before (in a favorable light) then maybe you can, but if they haven’t, they’re probably just interested in writing a story along the same lines as the other magazines. Although their questions may be seemingly innocent, they’ll twist it in whatever way they want so it would probably be better not to give them any “ammunition”.


If it’s a local media, you can give them anything from the media pack. However, if you want to give them your local brochure or any materials other than the ones in the media pack, please consult with us first. You can send us a copy of your local brochure via e-mail to be checked. Sorry for the inconvenience.


Q4. So many files have been sent that we don’t know which ones to put in the media pack.


A4. All the media pack materials were sent out together in one zip file. You should choose what you want to put in your Home’s media pack from that zip file. You can also give them the rebuttal to the Friday magazine that’s dated April 18th.


With so many files being sent to you, it’s true that it may be confusing. We hope to make a simple list, with the title of all the files, its content and whether you can give it out or not, and send it to you soon.


Q5. Are we allowed to give out the rebuttals and letters to the media that the Renrakujo wrote?


A5. If the letter is in Japanese, yes, please do. But the English ones are rough translations and shouldn’t be given out though you could verbally share some of the contents or include portions in a personal letter. As a general rule the Japanese letters can be given and the English ones cannot be.

We’ve sent you two Q&A files, and another one is coming soon. They are not rebuttals to give to others, but are for you to study in case you are asked questions that are not covered in the rebuttals. There are so many lies and inaccuracies in the articles that we cannot refute every single point, it’s just too time-consuming. (Even the ones we did refute are already 6-7 pages long.) So the Lord showed us to get the other points out as these Q&A files for your reference. These are not as refined as the rebuttals, and could be misused or misquoted so please do not give them to others as the Family’s official answers, because they are not. Some of the answers are not from the Word or Family pubs, but are from the personal experiences and answers of Family members we’ve talked with. So, again, please remember that these are not our official answers. But you can go ahead and use these explanations as your personal answers.

3. Announcements


Yesterday we sent you the rebuttal that was sent to “Friday” (it can be passed out) and the English translation of the “Newsweek” rebuttal (should NOT be given out).


We will also be sending you a Q&A about the Davidito book shortly. It is only for reference and shouldn’t be given to anyone. 

4. Suggestions from you


A big “thank you” to everyone who sent in suggestions and ideas! Although we don’t have the time to reply to each person we wanted to let you know that we pray about and consider each one. If you have any suggestions or things you feel we should know, please send them to us (Please also make it as brief as possible.) Thank you!


We hope the above was clear. We love you all and are keeping you in our daily prayers!


“The keys put the power of Heaven at your fingertips.”
With lots of love, prayer and keypower,

Your PR Board.

eom

