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***

Newsweek Editorial Department correspondent

Mr. Toshihiro Yamada

Dispensing with the preliminaries.

When I saw Newsweek Japan’s 2005, April 13th edition, I was shocked at the sensational way in which the libelous article was written. And so for our friends, and all who desire the truth, I will make this letter open to the public.


Your prejudice against was clearly demonstrated in your article and in your usage of the term “cult” six times altogether in the article, cover and table of contents.  


Contrary to the way you accepted our ex-members' words as truth without our confirmation, you took the materials we offered you about the number of members, and the expert conclusion of judges, educators, and psychologists, as mere “claims”. Such an article, with it’s traces of deliberate news manipulation, can only provide readers with an erroneous preconception and prejudice 　


To begin with, why did you attempt to complete your article based solely on the story of one party, without requesting any materials or answers from us?  Lurking behind tinted windows and not showing your face, failing to give your name until requested, hiding your true reporting motive and the article’s topics, asking unrelated questions yet claiming to be fair because you contacted us in this manner, sending a veiled threat to “publish the article as it is if we fail to reply”, are all actions that run contrary to the true spirit of journalism. 


The materials we voluntarily sent you prior to the publishing of the article, contained many answers to the topics brought up in your article and we will be repeating it here so that everyone can understand how you willfully ignored that information. (The letter we sent to you, and the other magazine companies that accompanied you, has been titled, “Letter to a magazine company”) 

** Concerning your repeated claims that Angela Smith, who was murdered by Ricky Rodriguez, was Rodriguez’s “foster parent” or “foster mother”:

It’s true that murdering one’s foster parents would be more scandalous, and receive greater attention. However, I cannot understand how you could ignore the two documents we sent you when they so clearly explained the following. 


“Angela was also never Ricky's nanny, as has been contended.” (A statement on the deaths of Angela Smith and Ricky Rodriguez)


“To set the record straight, Angela Smith was never Ricky Rodriguez’ ‘nanny’”. (Briefing from Clare Borowik)
** Concerning your conclusion that Rodriquez committed the crime because he had been abused by Smith: 


“Ricky Rodriguez withdrew from the Family fellowship in 2000 in order to pursue his education and other interests. Although he departed on good terms, he later became estranged from his mother and sister. After contacting some of our more vitriolic apostates, he began to manifest violent tendencies.  Those who were aware of his violent intents failed to report it to authorities or seek assistance.” 


“Ricky published several statements in the latter years of his life, after connecting with our vitriolic former members, but never once did he state therein that he had been abused in any way by Angela Smith throughout his childhood.” (Briefing from Clare Borowik)


In your article there was a picture of Rodriguez during his boyhood and the caption read, “A happy father and son. Founder, David Berg (right) and young Rodriguez.” Does this truly happy looking child seem to be abused?　There is a homepage with photos and memories of Rodriguez, and regardless of which photo you look at, they all testify of a happy childhood. （www.rickyrodriguez.com） Everyone who knew him also testifies that he was a thoughtful, cheerful, happy young man.（www.myconclusion.com）　However, as it’s stated in, “Briefing from Clare Borowik”, after contacting a group that slanders the Family International, and participating in their homepage’s bulleting board, his personality began to change.

“In searching for a motive for this tragic crime, journalists should take care to not casually write off Angela’s death and justify the actions of an obviously disturbed young man acting out his misplaced anger.  Our society is rife with violence—regularly the public is exposed to violent crimes of individuals that act out the violence they witness via the media, and discuss anonymously via the internet.  Such crimes are not particular to religious groups—in fact such violence is shocking and entirely unheard of in Family communities.” (Briefing from Clare Borowik) 


“He had obviously become severely disturbed, which was so horrible to see on that video, and I couldn’t even believe it was the brother that I’d known. But to think that there are others who right now are doing all they can to justify what he did, and some even rejoicing about it, is a seriously disturbing thought to me.” (Statement from Techi, Ricky Rodriguez’s sister)


“[About postings on a homepage (bulletin board) that aim to slander the Family:] Not only tolerating violence, but even saying such things as that's what his mother "deserves" and, "Maybe it's callous to say it, but WTF [what the f**k], if he had to go, he might as well have taken one of the f**kers with him; it's almost too bad he only got one." Another said: "Yeah it is terrible but I honestly couldn't give a sh*t about the fam member/former per​sonal abuser of him. I hope she died knowing why she died." And another said, "In Ricky's case, it was no more wrong to kill than it was to remove an annoying splinter from your thumb." We're appalled that these apos​tates would publicly make such statements, and even more so that those who administrate the ex-member sites would promote such statements by allowing them to remain on their site.” (A statement on the deaths of Angela Smith and Ricky Rodriguez)


We heard that the participants of the homepage, where such violent postings are allowed and left undeleted, personally (or indirectly) requested an interview from you. If it’s true, then shouldn’t you examine your information sources more closely?
** Concerning the claim that the Family promotes child abuse:

“The Family International has a zero tolerance policy in regards to the abuse of minors. The Family will immediately expel and excommunicate any adult member deemed guilty of physically or sexually abusive behavior towards children.” (Briefing from Clare Borowik)


“(Conclusions of Justice Ward in British Custody Case:) [The Family] has since 1986 made determined and sustained efforts to stamp out child sexual abuse and to prevent any inappropriate contact between adults and children whether young children or teenage children. I have no evidence that child abuse is presently prevalent any more within The Family than outside of it.” (Briefing from Clare Borowik)
** Concerning our former members who claim that they were abused in the Family:

“Most former members have good memories of their experiences in the Family International and many of them keep in touch with us. However, there are also some who have begun to take hostile actions against us and are strongly persuading other former members to join in their activities. Sadly there are those who are affected by their interaction with our detractors and begin to aim false, or exaggerated, criticism at the Family International.


“We are aware that there are some former members, even in Japan, who claim to have been abused. If it is true then we are sincerely sorry. However, we’ve also learned that some claims were quite exaggerated while others were complete fabrications. Chances are that it’s a subjective impression or erroneous allegation, as it is in Daniel Roselle’s case. There have been cases in other countries where someone spread the word that they’d been abused, only to confess later that they had been lying.  


“So, if you’ve heard such stories from our former members, please don’t swallow it down hook, line and sinker.” (2005.4.3 Letter to a magazine company)


As we mentioned in the above letter, if those former members were truly abused, then we are sincerely sorry and it should never have happened. The Family has issued an official apology to all former members who had negative experiences during their time in the Family.


“Since 1993, the Family’s administrative branch has issued...official apologies to former and current Family members for any grievances regarding their experiences in the Family. Family leadership officially addressed therein any questionable past actions regarding discipline, education, or sexual misconduct that may have taken place.” (Briefing from Clare Borowik)


　Society is an assembly of human being with their individual will, and as a result no one can completely prevent abuse, or any other problems, from occurring. However, it’s been proven that the danger of such happening within the communities of the Family International is remarkably low due to the firm preventative measures it has taken to prevent any such inappropriate behavior. The threat of abuse is no greater in the Family than it is in any other place such as an ordinary home or school, on the street or in a shopping district.  


“Our zero-tolerance policy has been success​ful in protecting minors in our communities from abuse. This was confirmed in the early '90s when the authorities in Argentina, France, Spain, and Australia were given false informa​tion by ex-members, alleging that children in Family Homes were being abused. This caused our communities to be the objects of pre-dawn raids by the police in those four countries. The allegations that gave rise to these raids are the same ones being made now.”

“The Family's success in protecting our chil​dren and ensuring their well-being has been documented by independent and court-appointed investigations. At the time of these raids in the early 1990s, over 600 children living in Family communities were subjected to extensive physical, psychological, and educational testing. All of the children were found to be healthy, and no sign of abuse was found.” (A statement on the deaths of Angela Smith and Ricky Rodriguez)


If you had any doubts about the authenticity of the materials we sent you, the court of justice in which it took place was named in the materials, and the outcome of the case is documented in the court of justice’s records, and so you could have easily examined it.

You also published a former member’s claim that we abolished sexual abuse because of the increase in court action. But in reality, the above court cases occurred in the first half of 1990, while sexual abuse was officially defined as an excommunicable offense prior to it. This point was clearly explained in some of the materials we sent you. Former members should also be aware of this fact and so the accuracy of your quotation is questionable. At the least, perhaps you failed to recognize the number of years that was in the materials we sent you.

** Concerning the claim of a former member who left in 1999, that, “Regardless of it’s form, sex was encouraged as an act of love with God”: 


“In the late '70s the Family's founder, David Berg, and others published some articles in regards to sex being a God-created natural activity, which could be engaged in without inhibition or sin… [However] in 1986, David Berg and Maria David, realizing that stringent safeguards hadn't been put in place to protect minors, banned such conduct involving minors and put those safeguards in place. In 1988, David Berg renounced all literature, including his own, that indicated in any way that sexual activity with minors was permissible. All such literature was expunged from our communi​ties. He clearly stated that any sexual activity between an adult and a minor was not to be tolerated. It was from that time forward that the Family made this grounds for immediate excommunication from our fellowship.” (A statement on the deaths of Angela Smith and Ricky Rodriguez) 


The illustration of “The Devil Hates Sex”, which was used without our consent, is taken from a publication geared towards our members and isn’t a poster as Mr. Yamada explained. The illustration depicts Adam and Eve before the Fall and God is saying to them, “Be fruitful and multiply!” It’s taken directly from the Bible and shows that sex is a natural act created by God. The point of this publication was to show that although sex was created by God, and was originally a beautiful and pure thing when done in true love as He intended it to be, the Devil desecrated it through pornography and perversion, so that people now think of sex itself as something dirty.

  　The Family International does have liberal thoughts concerning sex, but it is definitely not “Free sex” and the claim that we, “encourage sex in any form as an act of love with God” is also untrue. Any act that would hurt another person is forbidden and, like any other action, it must be done in love and consideration. It should not be done without the permission of those involved, or through coercion. Not to mention the fact that minors should not be subjected to abuse.

To make this point clear, the Family International has taken various preventive measures. Particularly during the latter half of 1980 till the first half of 1990, we carefully examined all literature that had been previously been published and destroyed all publications that were liable to cause the misunderstanding that we allowed sexual acts with minors.

Just for clarification, Mr. Yamada wrote, “Rodriguez begins sexual intercourse at the age of three”, but do you truly believe that a three-year old can engage in sexual intercourse? 

** Supporting second-generation members when they secede:

“The Family acknowledges that young people raised in the Family should also be prepared by their parents to undertake a secular lifestyle, should they so choose. The Family’s Charter, as well as several internal publications, advises parents to assume responsibility for assisting their children that depart from our fellowship through what can be a difficult transition from a close, nurturing, faith-based support system to an independent secular lifestyle.” (Briefing from Clare Borowik)

** Concerning Mr. Yamada’s claim that we consider it irrelevant for our children to receive an education:

“We believe that children are a gift from God and that they’ve been given to us to lovingly care for. We believe that it is the parent’s duty to do the best they can to provide the children with an education appropriate to their age and ability. In most cases, the parents choose a form of schooling that is based on the home, called Home-schooling, and that allows them to be personally involved in the education and training of their children. (The Family isn’t the only entity that has adopted this form of schooling. There are millions of people around the world who are Home-schooled, and, even in Japan recently, there are growing numbers of families who actively choose to Home-school their children, and several organizations that support home-schooling program have been established.)”

“We strive to provide a multi-faceted education by not only teaching the general subjects but also providing them with vocational training, Christian studies, physical education, excursions and many other activities. Having an international view, we strive to raise bilingual children by teaching them English from infancy.” (2005.4.3 Letter to a magazine company)


Each community has counseled with their local school and Board of Education concerning home schooling and home-schools with their assent. 


The claim that we “teach English exclusively in all establishments worldwide” is also untrue. 

** Concerning the claim that we are “isolated from the world” and “are in hiding”:

“Helping the children and young people relate to other people, develop an understanding heart, and cultivate communication and problem solving skills through attending local activities, visiting retirement homes and orphanage, exchanging cultures with people from various countries and participating in volunteer work in foreign countries, are all an important part of education in the Family International.” (2005.4.3 Letter to a magazine company)

“[From Our Four Main Objectives:]

“1. To share with others the life-giving message of love, hope, and salvation found in God's Word, conveying the joys of knowing Jesus as a personal Savior.


“4. To actively assist the needy through producing and performing inspirational, dramatic, and musical benefits; serving as volunteers in disaster relief; and seeking ways to provide comfort and material assistance to the disadvantaged.” (2005.4.3 Letter to a magazine company)


Would it be possible for us to do these activities if we were “are in hiding” and are “isolated from the world”? 


There were many more false allegations and unilateral claims repeated in your article, but we can’t deal with each one, as there were too many to enumerate on. However, seeing all the answers that could be found from just the materials that we’ve previously sent you, we had a hard time understanding why you would choose to ignore them.


You also quoted Daniel Roselle as saying that, “the FBI have launched an investigation on allegations of crimes committed against children” but did you receive sufficient corroboration before publishing such a grave statement in your article? We are aware that a group of detractors is trying to appeal for the FBI to investigate the Family International and we learned about it directly from the detractor group. However, although anyone can file a complaint to the authorities against another person, it doesn’t necessarily mean that their complaint is based on the truth.

And no Family community or member has yet received an inquiry or voluntary questioning　by the FBI regarding the detractor group’s complaint.

Like your other claims and speculations, have you also included this in your article without any solid corroboration?


As a reporter of an eminent news bureau, please conduct yourself in a manner worthy of the name.
2005/04/15
Family International Contacting Office

Postscript: For your reference, I have taken the liberty of sending you a statement by Ricky Rodriguez’s aunt, Jeanie Zerby Deyo, (She is not a member of the Family International).
