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Mr. Tsuda Tetsuya 

“Friday” editorial correspondents
Mr. Daiki Tokuyama 
Mr. Kei Mizuno 
Mr. Jun Mayumi

Dispensing with the preliminaries,


Another slanderous article about the Family International was published in the May sixth edition (in stores by April 21st) of “Friday” magazine and we were struck speechless by the fact that none of our explanations, that were included in the materials we sent you, were reflected in your article and that repetitious, one-sided claims monopolized the pages.

But what shocked us even more was that Mr. Tsuda introduced himself as a “movie director”, Mr. Mizuno introduced himself as a “delivery truck driver”, and Mr. Tokuyama as “unemployed”, as they were reporting. And after Mr. Tsuda introduced Mr. Tokuyama as his “assistant director”, Mr. Tokuyama retraced his previous statement and said that he was actually an assistant director.

How could you tell an outright lie when the name cards I received have the words Journalist/Editor/Reporter printed on them, and you contribute to the magazine under the name “Journalist Tsuda Tetsuya”? Before you criticize our children’s education, you may want to take a look at your own moral education. If they are truly your side-business, then please clarify.


For your information, after you published your first article, only one media organization contacted us, and in the end they decided to put off their report. No one has contacted us about the second article. We assume that every company with common sense has doubts concerning the credibility of these articles, and neither do any of our friends take those articles seriously. Being well acquainted with how wholesome our children are, both physically and mentally, and how they are raised with abundant love, they were, instead, outraged at the slanderous articles.

That you have no intention of lending an ear to our explanation has become abundantly clear by your disregard of the twenty some pages of information and explanation that we’ve sent you, Mr. Tsuda, Mr. Mizuno, and Mr. Tokuyama. We would also like to invest our time in our profession, which is to reach out to those in need, and from these reasons, we will not refute every accusation in the article as we previously did. But we would like to set the record straight concerning legal matters.

According to the testimony of former member, Y (22), “sex with children under sixteen was forbidden by the new rule” established in 1995. But as we have said before, the regulation that forbids sexual relationship between adults and minors is not a “new rule”. The Family’s “Charter”, which was published in 1995, only clarified and put in statutory form the rules and guidelines that were written in earlier publications up until that point.


And as we explained in the letter, dated April 18th, sixteen is the age of consent for sexual relationships between young people (with parental permission), and not for adult and minor relationships. 


If “former believer, Y” really “defected in recent years” as you claim, I believe it would be difficult to mistake these details. Does this person, “former member, Y” really exist? If the person does, then it is obvious that he is not telling the truth. “Former member, Y” then said the following about the excommunication procedure.


“There is no rule that says you cannot return. So even if they’re excommunicated, they immediately come back. Last year there was an SGA who was excommunicated for raping a child in a facility in Japan. But he is even now living with children within the cult.”


To protect this youth, J’s, dignity, I would like to let you know that the reason J was excommunicated was never for rape. He was excommunicated for an error he made while abroad in his teen years and he currently lives at home with his parents, who are associate members, and not within a general Family community. He has not returned to the Family International, and neither are there any minors, much less children, in his parents’ house.


Even here it shows the unreliability of “former member, Y’s” statement. I would like to know what you did to substantiate the claim, before publishing such erroneous information. “Former member, Y” also claimed that abuse occurs within the present Family International, but the current member young people know that this is a lie. In the letter, dated April third, we introduced the “My Conclusion” website where you can read the statements of over four hundred young people who belong to the Family International. If you had actually read the notes and statements posted there, you would have seen how one-sided the information of these “former members” are, and how, some of it, like “former member, Y’s” information, are complete fabrications.


Concerning the claim that a FBI investigation is currently under way, we sent Mr. Tsuda the rebuttal we wrote to another magazine company, but it seems as if he ignored that too. So I will simply quote parts of the rebuttal here. 

***

You also quoted Daniel Roselle as saying that, “the FBI have launched an investigation on allegations of crimes committed against children” but did you receive sufficient corroboration before publishing such a grave statement in your article? We are aware that a group of detractors is trying to appeal for the FBI to investigate the Family International and we learned about it directly from the detractor group. However, although anyone can file a complaint to the authorities against another person, it doesn’t necessarily mean that their complaint is based on the truth.


And no Family community or member has yet received an inquiry or voluntary questioning　by the FBI regarding the detractor group’s complaint.


Like your other claims and speculations, have you also included this in your article without any solid corroboration?

***

Mr. Tsuda claims that the reason why “there are no cases of factual indictment in Japan”　is because the young people, who leave the Family in Japan, are unable to denounce the wrong, due to being unable to adapt to society, and running to crime and suicide as a result.

Suicide and violent acts are virtually nonexistent within the Family International. But, regardless of whether the former members or not, there is a growing trend, in society at large, towards the temptations of suicide and crime. And generally speaking, the suicide rate among former members is much lower than the average suicide rate.


Concerning the former member you used as an example, who supposedly “leapt to his death”, whether it was a suicide or not is still undetermined. In fact, this former member was a fond parent who greatly enjoyed life with his family, was successful at work, had no reason to commit suicide and left no will. Writing in a manner that declares it a suicide is an act that will, more than anything else, hurt the feelings of the bereaved relatives.

The opposite is true concerning your claim that the former members are “unable to adapt to society”. Many former members have acquired excellent adaptability and leadership skills through the moral and missionary training they received in the Family International. And as a result, there are many examples of people who were promoted shortly after taking a job. Among the second-generation former members who were raised in Japan, some currently attend university or professional school, others became entrepreneurs, English teachers, music teachers, accountants, translators, etc. Some are also active in different business and employments such as importing companies, jewelry stores, real estates, kindergartens, hotels, filming industry, etc.

In the closing of your article you introduced a former member’s claim that, “there is a hidden room…to hide in…when the police come.” As we explained to the persons in charge of the police and fire department over ten years ago, the room is not “for hiding”, and neither have we done anything for which we must hide.

We are sincere Christians who love God and others, and this is why “the Family enjoys a good reputation with its close neighbors”, as Mr. Tsuda admitted in the first article. If we were truly abusing our children, our neighbors and the friends who visit our community would have immediately noticed. But the reason there is no such report, is because we do not abuse our children, and instead, love our children dearly and strive to raise them in the best environment possible.

As I wrote in the letter, dated April 18th, “Please consider the pain the article will cause the children. The very thought of the children, who interact positively with other people and children in the community, being subjected to curious stares and bigotry as a result of this article, is unbearable to the parents. If you, Mr. Tsuda, and all those involved in the publishing of ‘Friday’ magazine, are a parent, how would you feel if you were in the opposite position (In which your child’s life is disrupted, and your child, who has great future potential, is given the cold eye by the world because a libelous article about his lifestyle, and facial shot, is published by the hundred thousands nationwide)?”


If you insist to write a slanderous article, even to the hurt of the children, please publish it together with your answer to the question I asked in the letter, dated April 18th.
***

One of the detractors recently sent a slanderous letter about the NPO “Side By Side International”, and the Family International, to an organization that works with the NPO “Side By Side International”. We would like to share with you an excerpt of the reply that a member of the organization sent to the detractor.


“I have not requested to receive your hate mail. The folks at Side by Side [International] and the Family in Japan have shown deep concern for the poor and needy and do not deserve your cruel agenda. What are you contributing to reduce poverty and misery in the world?”


We would like to ask the same question to you and hear your answer, Mr. Tsuda, Mr. Tokuyama and Mr. Mizuno.

If you aren’t personally contributing towards lightening the poverty and misery of the world, please, at least, stop hindering us from doing so.
***

Will our request fail to reach your conscience? Will you continue your coverage tour under the guise of a “home-delivery service truck driver”, a “movie director” and “unemployed person”?


As I mentioned earlier, if you are going to publish another libelous article, please be sure to include your answer to the earlier question, and explain why you hid your profession while reporting.

With this we would like to make this an open letter to you, Mr. Tsuda, Mr. Tokuyama, Mr. Mizuno and Mr. Mayumi. If you choose to publish another article next week, or in the future, without including a satisfactory answer to the two points, it will cause us, our friends and the media personnel who read this open letter, to doubt your integrity as journalists.
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