This is a rough translation. For your reference only!
To (name)

And to those it may concern in the editorial department,

(Preliminaries)


First, I would like to convey to you my heartfelt appreciation for your consideration of the request I made on March10th, that you communicate any questions you may have to us via fax, and for sending us the questions via electronic mail on March 29th.


I would also like to apologize for being unable to send you an immediate reply, due to the time spent consulting our lawyer concerning the　questions you sent us, and preparing the various materials we wished to present to you.


Family International has received much coverage by many news media. In most cases we first received by telephone or letter an official request which describes the purpose and content of the coverage. In such a case when we clearly understood its content and purpose, we have given prompt cooperation.


In this particular situation, however, there were a few things about your　questions and interviewing method that caused us some doubts. I hope you will　understand our hesitancy to reply.


On your initial visit, I requested that you arrange an appointment before any visitation, and you kindly agreed. However, not long afterwards you abruptly visited the NPO “Side by Side International” in Tokyo without a prior notice, although you had knowledge of their phone number. You also visited us recently, once again without an appointment, to request that we answer the questions you had sent us the day before. Not to mention the fact that the representatives of the two other companies that accompanied you did not show them self until we requested that you move your vehicles.


When you first visited us, we were told that you “wished to do a report on the unique schooling method of the 21st Century International School”, however, from your questions we received the impression that you wished to instead criticize our schooling.

After considering the content of your questions, the fact that you visited 3 times without any notification, and comparing it to the damage caused by media coverage in the past, we could not help receiving a strong impression that the content of your article has already been decided on and that it’s purpose is to slander us.


From these reasons, we regret to tell you that we decline answering the questions from your company. If, in your article, you wish to write that we declined answering your questions, we would like to request that you also write the reasons for our declination in your article. 


We surmise that, in the background of your present coverage position, you have received some misinformation regarding the Family International and so we would like to present the following information to you, so that you will have correct understanding of the Family International. 

(Organization)

The “Family International” is an international missionary organization that is operating in over 100 countries worldwide. 

The Family communities (Homes, or centers) are financially and operationally independent. The leaders are elected from among the members, and all the members counsel and decide together on the goal, direction, and activities of their communities. (Members and communities of the Family International may personally get involved in establishing companies or operating NPOs, but it doesn’t mean that the Family International owns or operates those companies/NPOs)

There is no such thing as Japan headquarters or branches, however, the community in Tateyama, the 21st Century International School, serves as the contacting place to the general public.

<Our four main objectives>


1. To share with others the life-giving message of love, hope, and salvation found in God's Word, conveying the joys of knowing Jesus as a personal Savior.


2. To ensure that each of our children receives a godly upbringing in the best possible environment we can provide.


3. To produce and distribute a wide selection of devotional, inspirational, and educational materials.


4. To actively assist the needy through producing and performing inspirational, dramatic, and musical benefits; serving as volunteers in disaster relief; and seeking ways to provide comfort and material assistance for the disadvantaged.

(Education)

We believe that children are a gift from God and that they’ve been given to us to lovingly care for. We believe that it is the parent’s duty to do the best they can to provide the children with an education appropriate to their age and ability. In most cases, the parents choose a form of schooling that is based on the home, called Home-schooling, and that allows them to be personally involved in the education and training of their children. (The Family isn’t the only entity that has adopted this form of schooling. There are millions of people around the world who are Home-schooled, and, even in Japan recently, there are growing numbers of families who actively choose to Home-school their children, and several organizations that support home-schooling program have been established.)

We strive to provide a multi-faceted education by teaching not only the general subjects but also providing them with vocational training, Christian studies, physical education, excursions and many other activities. Having an international view, we strive to raise bilingual children through teaching them English from infancy.

Helping the children and young people relate to other people, develop an understanding heart, and cultivating communication and problem solving skills through attending local activities, visiting retirement homes and orphanage, exchanging cultures with people from various countries and participating in volunteer work in foreign countries is also an important part of education in the Family International.

(Proof that we are innocent of child abuse)

From 1989 to 1993, pre-dawn raids were conducted on a large scale against dozens of Family communities in the four countries of Spain, Australia, France and Argentina. Although the details of the house searches varied, the overall pattern was similar. A large number of police officers charged into the communities, accompanied by the press and the chief staff from the child welfare institutes. 
In all the countries that the raids took place, specialists in various fields, such as medical science, psychology, education and law, were appointed by the courts to carry out various tests, and all gave same conclusion: That there was no evidence of abuse in any form, be it sexual or otherwise. 
Many judges, educators, and psychologists have publicly stated numerous times that the intellectuality, behavior and sociability of Family children are higher than the average when compared to other children of their age. Sadly though, even though our innocence has been proven, that fact has seldom been broadcasted as widely as the initial　false critical coverage. In Sidney, Australia, where a raid was conducted in May 1992, only after 7 years, in May 1999, the government of New South Wales was obliged to publicly admit that the raid had been illegal, and to agree to pay compensation for the damage caused to the children.

Concerning all the raids that were sensationally taken up by the media, the courts have cleared the Family of every single accusation of misconduct placed against it and have also criticized the brutal treatment and violation of rights that the Family members had suffered. 

(Accusations by the former members)

Most former members have good memories of their experiences in the Family International and there are many who keep in touch with us. However, there are also some who have begun to take hostile actions against us and are strongly persuading other former members to join their activities. And sadly, among the circle of former members there are those who began to falsely, or very exaggeratedly, criticize the Family International after interacting with those detractors.
Daniel Roselle who lives in the States is one of such former member. Some time after he left the Family he started to associate with our detractors. Later he began to claim that he’d been abused. 

In fact, yesterday, after you left, the 21st Century School received a message from him via his father, and in his message Daniel quoted from your questions　and also spoke of your visit to our school. We do not know how he obtained such information, but in case you are in contact with Daniel, we would like to explain the following. 

From what his parents said, he left the Family International 9 years ago at the age of 20, and never made any mention of having been abused. According to the Family’s rules, if there is any possibility of abuse ,then members have rights to request an investigation, but it seems like he never said a word about any abuse issue. Only recently has he begun to spread the story about abuse. Up until then, it seems that not only he never mentioned it, but he actually regarded his life in the Family as “good memories”. 

We have attached the statements (in English) of Daniel Roselle’s father, mother, sister and a former member who lived in the same community as he did, so please refer to them.

We are aware that even in Japan there are some former members who claim to have been abused. If it is true then we are sincerely sorry. However, we’ve also found out that some of them were exaggerated and even totally made-up stories. Chances are that, like Daniel Roselle, their impression could have been biased or that they were just false accusations. There have been cases in other countries where some have admitted that they had lied, after claiming far and wide that they’d been abused.

So, if you’ve heard various stories as such from our former members, we would like to request that you do not swallow it down hook, line and sinker.

I apologize for making this letter so long, but I hope from my heart that this letter & information will help you and all those of the editorial department, to make an objective coverage based on the spirit of true journalism.

April 3, 2005
Japan Information Center of the Family International.

Person in charge: Hiromi Narita
