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February 1, 2000: Since Ukraine cut off
the electricity supply for Moldova, due
to external debts, Romania is now the
only supplier. This supply is not enough,
plus they are also threatening to cut it
off, for the same reason. For the past few
days the electricity has been off for 6-7
hours daily. Needless to say, it makes
living and working very hard. Being that
trolley-buses are the main transporta-
tion in Chisinau, public transport is a
struggle as well. Since the source of elec-
tricity is already gone, it seems pretty
impossible for us to have electricity
again.

March 2, 2000: Since yesterday, the heat-
ing and gas have been cut off here in
Moldova. Some of the towns don’t have
water either, but we, here in the capital,
are among the more blessed.

Although the weather is warming up
slightly, it is still very cold, especially
inside the apartment. We do use electric
heaters, but the electricity might also be
cut off in a few days. For the past six
months we haven’t had hot water. This
makes for a desperate situation. We are
thankful for all the provisions that we
set aside for Y2K, as now they have come
in very handy.

A government commission went to
Moscow to try to convince the Russian
government to again connect Moldova
to the source of gas. But even if it works
out, it might take a month until we can
avail ourselves of that blessing. By that
time hopefully we won’t need heating.

Right now the country is using its last
reserves of petrol, which might mean that
soon all the trucks that bring goods to
the markets might not run, which would
result at least in prices shooting up.

We know that the Lord has a way out
of all this, so please pray together with us
that everything will work out and that
soon we will be able to again avail our-
selves of these blessed commodities. �
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Feed your sheep for less than $1 a month! Activate your
friends, relatives and contacts in the US and Canada by giving
them gift subscriptions to Activated! magazine and get 1 FREE
gift subscription for every 10 you purchase!

 Would you like the satisfaction of knowing that your friends
and contacts, relatives or supporters in the US and Canada are
getting regular monthly mailings for 15 months—and costing
you less than $1 a month? Here’s your chance!

Enclosed with this mailing is an order form which you can
use to order gift subscriptions of Activated! magazine. Fill out
the enclosed form with your personal greeting and return the
completed form to Activated USA along with your subscription
payment of $12 per subscription (US) or $15 (Canada). We’ll
then enclose a personalized gift card with the first issue of Acti-
vated! magazine that will be sent to your gift recipient. Enjoy this
low subscription price without having to wait for a commission
to be sent back to you, and get your contacts on line for regular,
monthly mailings that you don’t have to worry about for 15
months!

And as a special for the New Millennium we are now offer-
ing 1 free annual subscription for every 10 gift subscriptions
you send us. Send in your gift subscription addresses today
and we’ll do the rest!
'"���(�%������� $$��) "�!"�� $�!� ������!�#%�����!����*�� "��%�"��!"+,
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Two missionaries
have moved on
from our Home to
the field this
m o n t h — d e a r
David and Nicole!
They were a great
blessing to us dur-
ing their time here,
and we’ll miss them
a lot. We’re praying
that the Lord leads
and guides them to
His perfect place of
service for them!
(David is presently
in the States and
Nicole in England,
getting some legal
work taken care of,
in preparation to
head to Mexico!

We love you,
David and Nicole!
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By NACRO: The Family CLE
team has just taken on the
managing of the CVC mail
as well. Here’s their e-mail
and snail mail addresses:

CVC e-mail address:
CVC@College.com

CVC phone number:
972-953-0757

CVC snail mail add:
CVC/Family
P.O. Box 141-871
Irving, Tx 75014

trieve a lot of the money in-
vested in DATs, CDs, ship-
ping, etc.

From now on, we will re-
quest the payments in ad-
vance. Especially as we are
now in the midst of a wind-
down of our operations, we
can’t afford to provide this
service unless we receive
payments in advance, so
we’re going to need to adopt
this mode of operation if we
are to continue to provide
these services.

So it will now work like
this:

1) Send your order via snail
mail or e-mail, with all the
specifics of what you
would like to order.

2) We’ll send a reply letting
you know whether the
items you requested are
available, and the total
cost of your order.

3) Make the payment in the
form of an International
Postal Money Order,
made out to Keiko Sato.
When we receive it, we
will send a confirmation
of receipt, then process
and ship your order as
soon as possible.

email: hcs@141.com
If your order is urgent,

please let us know once your
PMO has been mailed as
well as the date it was
mailed. Although we will not
be able to send off your or-
der until we receive the ac-
tual payment, we will start
processing your order. This
way we will be able to send
off your already prepared
order as soon as your pay-
ment arrives.

We pray that these
changes won’t cause too
much inconvenience for
you, and that we can con-
tinue to be a blessing to you
with this service. We love
you!
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Tito and Peter, England: In
London for the past three
years, we have been reach-
ing a very receptive African
community with videos.

The African families are very
concerned about their chil-
dren and crave our material
as it teaches good moral val-
ues and Christian principles.

The Lord inspired us to
offer as a set Feed My Lambs
1-7, one Praisin’ U booklet,
one Award certificate and
checklist, and the people
loved it! Plus, being pack-
aged in a clear case with a
handle (that we found at a
bargain store, just the per-
fect size) made it easier for
the children to take care of
them and we received a bet-
ter price for our product, too!

Here are a couple ex-
amples of how this “pack-
aged product” goes out:

* A Nigerian lady, who
had bought videos from us
before, got six sets.

* A hairdresser who we
met before but who stopped
buying videos saw these
“new sets” for kids and asked
a lady (a client in her shop)
to loan her money so she
could purchase a set on the
spot.

* The client got one for
herself, too!

These “new products”
are going great! When we go
shop-to-shop, when one
person gets one then others
do, too. Others we meet who
purchase sets also give us
their name and address to
contact them again.

A mother from Ghana
invited us to her house be-
cause she wanted to pur-
chase some of our videos.
However, when she saw the
“Feed My Lambs” booklets,
she bought the whole set!
Then she started sharing her
heart about the importance
of prayer in her life. She was
worried about getting a par-
ticular job which she really
needed, but hadn’t been
able to get. In the end, she
eagerly took the booklets
“Prayer Power,” “Hearing
From Heaven” and “Ob-
stacles are for Overcoming”
(offered by Activated!). Wow!
It’s so exciting for us as this
kind of ministry often gives
us the chance to personal
witness and even get some
people signed up for Acti-
vated! too.
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“No,” you’re thinking. “This can’t be another want ad
for WS personnel! I just read one in the last Grapevine.—
And the Grapevine before that! How many people can fit
in WS anyway?”

You’ve got it! This is another ad searching and seeking
out new members to join WS. And it’s not because we’re
looking for more fellowship and trying to have bigger
homes (though that would be nice!); it’s because quite a
few people from WS are heading to various fields and we
need replacements, or we’ll have to stop some pubs and
cut back!

At the same time, WS is expanding some of the services
it provides. Namely, the Web sites, on-line witnessing and
Activated! In order to do this, we need a few more people
for these specific ministries. But we also need a few more
people with general all-around WS talents, such as:

� Artists (do you draw, sketch, paint or something in that
vein?)

� Childcare people (yes, we do have children!)
� Editors (we could do so much more with a few text-

lovers!)
� Layout designers (got a creative side to you?)
� Secretaries (willing to help; got the gift of prophecy

and helps?)

Besides having the above skills, it would be terrific if
you were also (take a deep breath!) willing, yielded,
cheerful, enthusiastic, a little person, easy to get along
with, on board with the latest, eager to get things done,
and self-motivated! Hmmm … or at least some of those
things? Well, we’re not too picky as long as you love the
Lord and the New Wine 100% and are happy to work
behind the scenes in order to help get the Words out to
the world!

If the Lord gives your heart a tug and you feel you’d
fit into one of the above mentioned ministries, send us
an e-mail or snail mail—to the Grapevine! Describe your
talents, experience, preferences and a bit about your-
self. We’re waiting to hear from you!
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By Jerry Paladino, Japan: We
want to announce some
changes in the way orders for
various BMTs and Minus
Ones will be handled here at
the HCS. Up until now, we’ve
been processing your orders
as soon as we receive your
request, rather than waiting
for the actual payment. Un-
fortunately, by doing it this
way we have failed to re-
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Hello!—And a warm wel-
come from the southern Afri-
can country of Mozambique!
You’ve probably heard about
the disastrous meteorologi-
cal situation this country is
presently going through. It’s
the worst flooding in the past
50 years! Hundreds of thou-
sands of people have been
left homeless.

In some places, people
have been hanging onto
trees and sitting on rooftops
for days without any food or
drinking water! One lady
gave birth to a baby while
waiting in a tree to be res-

ings! It hasn’t been raining
for awhile which is nice as
we can get out and do stuff,
but there are rivers that run
into Mozambique from the
surrounding countries of
Zimbabwe and South Africa
that are still bringing in a
good supply of water that
continues to inundate the
low lying areas that unfortu-
nately are full of people.
Most farmers in this area lost
their land and crops.

There are some rescue
operations that are taking
place by helicopters and
boats, but they are pretty in-
adequate. Thank the Lord
that we were spared from any
major effects of the floods.
The city water plant was
flooded (a little ironic!) so we
didn’t have water for awhile,
and the power was off for a
few days. The price of food
skyrocketed since the city is
not any longer supplied with
fruit and vegetables from the
north. All the food here in this
city is now imported from
South Africa. Thank the Lord
we had Y2K survival food and
water stocked up!

A lot of companies and
private sectors donated
clothes for people, so we
spent a few days sorting for
distribution. Then we heard
about a nearby factory where
3,000 victims are staying tem-
porarily. ( There are hun-
dreds of thousands of dis-
placed people staying in tem-
porary shelters.) We went to
check it out to see what we
could do to help. The lady in
charge is a flood victim her-
self but has taken up the co-
lossal task of helping to or-
ganize the people there. She
was tremendously grateful
for our assistance and said we
could do whatever we
wanted. We agreed to do a
show for 500 kids and to bring
something to distribute to
them.

We approached a friend
who owns a stationary store
and asked if he would be in-
terested in helping with
goods that we could give to
the kids. We told him what we
were planning to do at the

camp and he said, “I want to
go see the place right now!”
So the three of us jumped into
his jeep and went speeding
off. All of a sudden, he
screeches over to the side of
the road and says, “Every-
body out! I want to buy some
food for the kids at the camp!”
He ended up buying a whole
jeep-load of food: 50kg. sacks
of rice, beans, canned fish,
cookies, carbonated drinks,
oil, just about everything in
the shop! He also gave us
boxes of cookies, drinks and
a box of several hundred
notebooks, pencils and eras-
ers for us to distribute to the
kids.

We went to the camp the
next day. They were lining up
the kids from 2 to 14 years
old and got them all into one
building so we could do our
show. It was so cute to see
these little tiny kids, some
not more than 2 or 3, stand-
ing there singing songs to
Jesus at the top of their lungs
with these huge mamas lead-
ing them on. That’s one
thing that these people are
always doing—singing. It
took them a whole hour to
get almost 500 children into
the building; then 200 adults
came in on top of that!

We had two girls dressed
as clowns in a dark building
full of 700 people, attempt-
ing to put on a show that
would be heard by all with-
out amplifiers! Quite a
monumental task! They did
very well considering the cir-
cumstances and the show
was a memorable success.
We ended up praying with all
the kids to receive the Lord!
Afterwards, we passed out
the cookies and drinks, note-
books, pencils, etc.

We revisited this same
camp later and did another
show for the kids, which was
filmed by a German TV crew.
Part of the show will be aired
for an audience of 12 million
people.

We’ve also been working
with other organizations do-
ing anti-AIDS programs at
schools. We hope to start a

cued by helicopter! No one
knows how many people
have died yet. Many have
seen their loved ones drown
before their very eyes. Al-
ready there’s been more ma-
laria and cholera reported
than what is usual for this
time of the year.

Also, a very powerful cy-
clone, “Eline,” hit the central
coastal region. The country’s
economy and infrastructure
has just been set back about
25 years, and the roads con-
necting the country have ei-
ther been completely
washed away, or are com-
pletely submerged! In some
cities, the water was up to the
second floor of the build-
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By Phil, for the TEAM foun-
dation: Thank you, Peter and
Tito in England, for sending
us your testimony. Some
Homes in the US have also
ordered extra copies of these
booklets to try out in their
outreach. One Home wrote:

“I was out yesterday with
these booklets and hit some
bookstores locally to see how
they would react to these prod-
ucts. They were very happy
with them and we got out sev-
eral complete sets of Praisin’ U
and Feed My Lambs, plus as-
sorted other books!”

If any of you are inter-
ested in doing the same—
that is, trying out the new
booklets in your outreach
and follow-up work—please
contact us today! We can of-
fer you a bulk price for con-

siderably lower than adver-
tised if you wish to order a
quantity of booklets. Contact
us now—while supply lasts!
Thanks! Hope to hear from
U soon!

Here’s our address, e-mail
and phone/fax number:

TEAM Foundation
P.O. Box 165119
Irving, TX 75016

e-mail:
mail@teamfoundation.com
phone/fax:

972-871-8898
toll free (USA only):

1-888-871-8838

LNF:
SACRO has recently ac-

quired a stock of these book-
lets for their Homes to order.
We hope this is a help to you
in South America and will be
an easier and cheaper way for
you to get yours right away!�
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land mine awareness pro-
gram. We also have several
young people who come
over to our house regularly
to read the Word and who go
out witnessing and help at
our CTP projects. There are
a few potential disciples that
are in that “decision-mak-
ing” stage. When the first
team got here, they won a
disciple in the first month!
Daniel has now been in the
Family for over 9 months and
is a real pillar in the Home.

This is where you can get
involved: In order to con-
tinue to reach the many des-
perately needy people here,
we really need outside sup-
port. As it is a very poor coun-
try, it is difficult and very time-
consuming to generate
enough support to cover our
monthly expenses. Our 4-
bedroom apartment costs us
$1,000 every month—and
that is cheap for this city! We
would really appreciate any
gifts or donations that you
can give. If you would like to
adopt us as a sister home
with a monthly gift, we
would be more than happy
to send you regular updates
on our work. Even one-time
gifts will be greatly appreci-
ated. If you would like to help
us to reach the lost of
Mozambique, please direct
any contributions to: MZ1514
via your TRF. You never know
when you might be the an-
swer to someone’s desperate
prayer!
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8,118-foot MAYON VOL-
CANO, famous for its near-
perfect conical shape despite
dozens of eruptions in the
past three centuries, has been
spewing out lava for a week
or so now.

While Mt. Mayon ejected
a cloud of ash 500 meters
(1,650 feet) into the sky ac-
companied by a loud boom-
ing sound on February 27th,
13 of us (FGAs Tender, Peter
Lance and Cephas; SGA
Francesco, YAs Chris and
Christina; senior teens Vince,
Joanna, Steven, Jamie; Junior
Teen Anna; and two close
friends) were in two vehicles
on the way to Legazpi, the city
nearest to Mt. Mayon, with
relief goods to distribute to
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the evacuees. (So far, at least
47,000 people had been
evacuated and warned not to
return to their homes, located
within the eight-kilometer
danger zone).

We arrived at Legazpi at
around 3 P.M. After inquiring,
we were led to go to the
government’s “Operation Mt.
Mayon” Coordinating Center.
We met the City Administra-
tor who introduced us to the
provincial governor of Albay
(the province where Mayong
volcano is located) and the
city Mayor of Legazpi. These
government officials were
very thankful for our visit and
concern for the evacuees. We
were told that we were the first
NGO (non-government orga-
nization) from Manila who
came to help.

Before we met the gover-
nor, we struck up a conversa-
tion with one of the fellows in
that office. He, Jojo, turned out
to be one of the governor’s
close friends. He ended up
staying with us, went with us
to the evacuation center were
we distributed over 400 bags
(rice, sardines, dried noodles
and milk), and led us around
the city. We left used clothing
and straw mats for the evacu-
ees to sleep on, and not to for-
get, tracts for them to read and
take comfort from. TYJ!

From the evacuation cen-
ter, Jojo took us to his restau-
rant where he fed us a nice
dinner. After dinner, while we
were discussing if we should
stay or start heading back
home to Manila, Jojo invited
us to his house so we could
freshen up and rest before
embarking on another 12-
hour-trip.

It was a very inspiring,
though tiring trip! GB dear Vic-
tor, our faithful brother and
king, who helped with the
funds to purchase all the
goods that we distributed to
the evacuees.

Lord willing, we will be re-
turning for follow-up. Pray
with us as we gather more
goods, and for the provincial
and city government officials’
leading and guidance and
strength as they continue to
evacuate more people to
safety. Mayon has been spew-
ing much more lava and ac-
cordingly, a big explosion or
eruption is expected. Please
keep us all in your prayers. �
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At one month short of three years
old, Kimby is going through a jumble
of phases. I was just happily getting
used to the post-terrible-two’s: a time
of peace and plenty for all—parents,
teachers and bystanders alike. So it
came as a bit of a shock to see her
charging headlong into the next stage
of life, which I can only sketchily
attempt to label as something along
the lines of “moving from
toddlerhood to bonafide childhood.”

That might not sound very
foreboding, but then you stop and
think about it. All the special little
things you love about toddlerhood—
the wide-eyed innocence, the general
“grown-ups know best” mentality,
where all it takes is a frown and some
crocodile tears from you to bring
them to full and true repentance. All
of a sudden we find ourselves
scratching our heads and wondering
where our little true believer has
gone, and who is this mysterious new
skeptic that seems to have taken her
place.

Enmeshed in this fantastic new
phase comes a basic aversion to
many formerly accepted things. One
I’ve noticed in a big way is meal-
times. All of a sudden, everything
seems to be on the “I don’t like it” list.
Mealtime has suddenly gone way up
on the stress-o-meter.

Tonight, though, a hopeful ray of
light pierced through my dark night. I
like to keep introducing Kimby to
new foods—since she’s adopted the
“basic dislike” philosophy at the
moment, it’s a challenge to get her
started on anything, so we might as
well be creative, no? Since we were
having cooked cauliflower for dinner,
I produced a piece for her.

Kimby saw it coming, and ran the
other way. (Okay, I’ll confess—we
were standing in the food line.) “I
don’t like it!” she called out.

“Look at this,” I said, dipping it in
margarine and sprinkling salt on it.
“Doesn’t it look nice?”

Not in the slightest, apparently.
At times like this I always feel like

a big Oops Mark, but I am bound by a

�������
�

certain inner philosophy
that once I start something
in regards to stating my
position to the kids, I’m
bound to keep it up, other-
wise I’m wimping out. Still
praying for Heavenly
assistance, I called her back
over to me, insisting that
she try it. She wailed and
whimpered, and refused.

And so, I produced my piece de
resistance: the lick. This is Kimby’s
general approach to any new food—
she ever so gingerly reaches out the
tiniest tip of her tongue and dabs it
on the new food. From that profound
assessment comes that food’s perma-
nent classification into the “like” or
“dislike” bucket. So I said, “Just give it
one lick and see what you think.”
That being right up her alley, Kimby
stopped protesting and complied.

She licked and ran.
“Wait!” I said. “Now try just one

teeny tiny mousey bite.”
I guess things don’t look so bad

when you take them a step at a time.
Kimby came over and nibbled the
corner. I could just read the taste buds
registering. I knew already that I’d won.

So I pressed my advantage. “Shall
I finish it off now?” I asked.

She shook her head vigorously.
“No!” she said. And took another bite.

“Do you want me to eat the rest?” I
asked again.

Again she shook her head, and
this time reached for the stalk, which
I happily offered her, and took her off
to her seat. And I sighed in content-
ment, breathing a little prayer of
gratitude for all the spirit help that I
was pretty sure had been working on
her strong little will.

I guess new stages aren’t that bad
after all—we flounder around for a
while, get down to some real desper-
ate praying, and then we wind up
with some brand new solutions. And
we go on happier than ever. �
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Gotta Start
Somewhere … By Jaz
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Maputo Home, Mozambique: In July
of ’99, one of our teams witnessed to a
22-year-old Indian man named Pierce.
He was a Hindu and seemed desper-
ate for answers, not only for his per-
sonal life but also about God. He got
saved and started coming over for Bible
classes. Pierce was YA Nina’s first con-
vert. He was faithful to come over and
read the Word often, and he’d gotten
close to the people in the Home. Mar-
tin had started reading him portions of
the Charter, as he had expressed inter-
est in joining.

All was going well till he started re-
ceiving persecution from his Hindu rela-
tives here in Mozambique. They were
very upset about his conversion to
Christianity and shunned him. He’d
made his decision to join but was un-
able to, as he needed to return to India
due to an invitation he received to his
sister’s marriage. This was particularly
hard for him as, due to visa problems, it
meant he wouldn’t be able to come back
to Mozambique.

His father (in Bombay, India) paid
for his ticket and he made preparations
for departure. However, his brother-in-
law started verbally abusing and threat-
ening that he was going to stop him from
leaving the country. He even threw
Pierce and his belongings out of his own
house.

Pierce noticed one day that he was
being followed by two men. That same
night Pierce left our apartment after Bible
class, and was attacked by the two men.
They cut his hand pretty badly and beat
him with a baseball bat. He ran back to
our place and spent the night with us.

Pierce had to take a flight out the
next day. We helped him get an exit visa
and escorted him to the airport with
three men who work for a security
agency. All went well and he was on his
way.

We wrote to a Family Home in
Bombay about Pierce. They met him at
the airport and he was encouraged to
meet up with the Family there.

Recently his father wrote, thanking
us for all our support to his son. Here’s
the letter he wrote.

Dear Martin,
I am sorry that up to now I haven’t

written anything to say thank you, due
to my daughter’s marriage and recep-
tion. Please accept my heartiest greet-
ings on the New Year. Jesus will bring
you all happiness and prosperity.

Here we are very happy because

Pierce is with us. Well Mr. Martin, if you
hadn’t helped Pierce, it would have been
impossible for him to come back here.
However you helped Pierce, whether it
was financial, medical, or moral sup-
port, everything is invaluable and un-
forgettable. Myself and all my family
members are very grateful to you for
this.

Up to now Pierce did not believe in
God. But now he strongly believes in
God. I have lived with my son for 22
years, but somehow I didn’t make him a
good and honest human being. You
changed his mind, thoughts, attitudes—
everything—in just a few months. It’s
amazing. Now he is like a newborn child.
He behaves like a sincere person. He
takes everything very seriously. Pierce
spends the whole day reading the Bible
or thinking about you and your Family
members.

Please send me photographs of
your family. In future if you need any
kind of help from me, just call me. I will
always be at your service.

May Jesus continue to grant you
success all through your life. Jesus will
bring more happiness, joy for you. Give
my regards to your wife and all family
members. My whole family is eagerly
waiting for your response and of course
your whole family photo.

Yours affectionately,
G.K.

P.S. from Martin: When arriving in
India from Mozambique, Pierce was
taken to the hospital, as his leg was hurt-
ing badly from being beaten. The doc-
tors diagnosed a cracked bone and he
needed to be operated on right away as
his shin was getting infected. The op-
eration lasted two and a half hours and
Pierce’s left leg is in a cast. He’s now re-
cuperating at his parents home. Pierce
is determined to give his life as a full-
time missionary to the Lord and serve
Him with us in the Family.

+&��������������,

Naty (17) and Karina (15), Paraguay: We
met Eduardo shortly before Christmas
of 1998. We told him about our work with
street kids, and he organized some of
his friends to gather toys for the chil-
dren that Christmas.

Eduardo received Jesus as his Sav-
ior during our first meeting, but beyond
that, he showed little interest in spiri-
tual things. He was more interested in
the fact that we were young people who
had dedicated our lives to helping oth-

ers. We continued to visit Eduardo from
time to time, and each time we gave him
copies of Reflections or other Family
publications. Then he moved offices,
and we lost contact with him.

The other day we met him again in
a shopping mall, and he explained all
that he had been through since we last
saw him—and it’s quite a story!

His baby, a daughter now seven
months old, had been born with a seri-
ous problem and wasn’t expected to live.
(Only about one of every 100 babies
born with this particular problem sur-
vives.) No qualified surgeons had been
available to operate on his daughter at
the time, and as days slipped by, her
chance of survival became even smaller.
His wife had also needed an operation
after the delivery, during which she went
into a coma.

Whenever Eduardo wasn’t at work,
he was at his wife’s bedside. He also
didn’t know how he was going to pay
the mounting hospital bills. After a week
of these pressures and almost no sleep,
he was so exhausted. He felt he couldn’t
go on any longer, and didn’t know whom
to turn to for help.

Then one night, out of desperation,
he asked God for a way out. That same
night he had a dream in which he went
to his office and opened a drawer of his
desk. To his surprise, he found that it
was full of precious stones and beauti-
ful gems.

The next morning when he arrived
at his office, he opened that drawer and
found all the literature we had given him.

“No offence,” he said when he got
to this part of his story, “but when you
would give me that stuff, I never both-
ered to read it. I tried to act interested
because I saw that you were really help-
ing people and I didn’t want to discour-
age you, but I thought none of that was
for me. That morning, though, I read
through everything you gave me—and
I knew I’d found my answer!

“One of those papers said that God
already knew all our problems, but that
if we’d tell Him about them anyway and
ask for help, then He would open the
windows of Heaven and pour down
blessings. That morning I asked my sec-
retary to leave me alone for a while, and
I prayed. I told God everything that was
happening, and I asked for His help.

“Just five minutes after I finished,
my boss came in and gave me a promo-
tion. Then he said I could take a few days
off to care for my family. Next, my secre-
tary came in and said that she had talked
to some friends, and between them, they
had gotten together enough money to



�������	�
�����

pay for my wife’s operation. I couldn’t
believe it was all true!

“I dashed to the hospital, wanting
to share my joy with my wife, but she
was still unconscious. I decided to talk
to her anyway, and told her the whole
story. Then I went to see my baby, who
by this time had undergone 18 opera-
tions and was still receiving intensive
care. For the first time, the doctors told
me that she was going to live.

“When my wife woke up from the
coma, she told me that she had heard
everything I had said, and that she had
also been praying for me.”

Eduardo is a completely different
man. He looks ten years older than he
did a year and half ago, but as he says,
“It’s all been for the better and worked
out for good!”

+)��%����������
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Rejoice SGA (of John M.), Thailand: We
have a friend who we met a couple
months ago on a road trip. He’s a bank
manager and he has generously spon-
sored videos on three separate occa-
sions for schools.

Last time we met him he told us that
his 7-year-old daughter was very un-
happy and had talked about commit-
ting suicide many times. She’s unsociable
and doesn’t have any friends. He’d taken
her to psychiatrists and doctors and
even changed schools because she
didn’t like her teachers, but none of this
helped. Sometimes she would wake up
in the night screaming because of bad
dreams.

Our friend felt this was his fault be-
cause when she was younger he took
her on a thriller ride at an amusement
park. The ride took them through a dark
tunnel that had skeletons and masks
and it freaked her out.

We were both praying in our hearts
for the Lord to show us an answer, as
we’d never heard of such a young child
being suicidal before. We held his hands
at the end of the meeting and prayed for
him and his daughter. We told him that
we would also take time to hear from
the Lord for him. We later did, and Thai
Marie translated it for us.

In the prophecy, the Lord said that
our friend himself had a spirit of fear
and this fear was gripping his own heart.
This spirit of fear was contagious and
had been passed on to his daughter. In
order for his daughter to get better, he

needed to not have fear any more in his
own heart and realize that the most im-
portant thing was love. He shouldn’t
worry so much about his daughter not
having friends, but he needed to be her
friend and love her no matter what.

We mailed the prophecy to him, re-
ally hoping that nothing in it would of-
fend him or be too direct. On our
monthly prayer day, we also asked the
Home to pray for this man’s daughter.

A couple months passed, and last
week we visited him again on our road
trip. We weren’t able to get an appoint-
ment, so we just dropped by his office.

When he saw us the first thing he
said was, “I have a surprise for you: My
daughter is totally healed! She’s happy
now.” Then he questioned us, “That
message that you sent me in the mail,
who wrote that?”

We gave an explanation about
prayer and prophecy, to which he re-
plied, “It must be your God, because
what that message said was exactly what
was in my heart and exactly what was in
my baby’s heart. It was so true, it worked
and helped us both.”

+&����������)��%������.����$����,

Pearl, Australia: Jubilation turned to
mourning. It was August 1999, and the
people of East Timor, a former Portu-
guese colony in the Indonesian Archi-
pelago, had just voted over-
whelmingly for independence
from Indonesia in a U.N.-su-
pervised referendum. Follow-
ing 25 years of annexation dur-
ing which nearly one-third of
the native population—over
200,000 people—had been
killed or had died of starvation,
it should have been the start of
national healing. Instead, pro-
Indonesian militias and mili-
tary personnel went on a ram-
page of “cleansing.” Thou-
sands of civilians were massa-
cred, and the city of Dili was
burnt to the ground. Eventu-
ally an international peace-
keeping force was put in place,
and the refugees who had
been hiding in the hills began
returning—starving and desti-
tute.

What could I, a single mom
with a toddler, separated by a
continent and hundreds of ki-
lometers of water, do to help
relieve their suffering? Where

there’s a will, there’s a way—with God’s
help!

Earlier last year, I had worked on a
large aid project to Madagascar, so when
the latest trouble broke out in East
Timor, I already had several contacts in
the community and media that I knew
would pitch in to help. I made an initial
appeal, and the public responded gen-
erously. The project was starting to roll.

Then came reinforcements. One of
my daughters and her husband are
Family volunteers based in Taiwan, and
it so happened that they and their two
children needed to return to Australia
on personal business. They stayed with
me for several weeks while the aid
project was coming together, and were
a tremendous help.

Along with boxes of quality clothing,
shoes and toys, we were able to pack
lots of Christian posters and reading
material. One of my sons is with the
Family in Brazil, and he sent a set of The
Family’s Treasure Attic children’s video
series in Portuguese, East Timor’s new
official language. Friends and neighbors
volunteered to sort and pack boxes.

A local trucking company offered to
wrap the pallets of relief supplies (14 cu-
bic meters) in plastic, and truck them free
of charge to the port of Darwin, several
thousand kilometers away. From there,
we were told that the U.N. would trans-
port them free of charge to East Timor.
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It wasn’t until the goods had arrived
in Darwin that we learned that the U.N.
had turned over all the shipping of re-
lief supplies to commercial contractors.
It would cost $2,000 to get them as far as
Dili, and even more to get them to the
town of Baucau, where we had heard
there was an especially great need. We
scrambled and found two more spon-
sors—one to cover the cost of the inter-
national shipping, and one to truck the
container from Dili to Baucau, where the
goods were distributed to the needy.

Once again we would like to thank
all of those who gave generously of
their time, goods and funds to make this
project a success and thereby help make
the world a better place. We couldn’t
have done it without you!

+)�������������%�������,

Seth, Indonesia: When we were out
witnessing we noticed one of our post-
ers stuck up in a store-front window
and stopped to inquire about it. The
owner of the store said he was so fond
of the poster (which he had been given
on the street) that he wanted everyone
to see it. He mentioned that people
would stop and gaze at it for awhile and
go away with a smile and more hope
in their eyes! Others would come in and
beg him to photocopy it for them,
which he did. We gave him some of the
same poster to distribute which really
made him happy!

When we went one day to follow up
on him, we noticed that his shop was
closed and wouldn’t open again for a
few weeks. Also the poster was no longer
there. We wondered what had hap-
pened, and when we returned two weeks
later, we met one of his relatives who
had re-opened the shop. We asked about
our new friend and were told he had
died suddenly. The family had taken the
poster from the window to hold on to
during this time of mourning over their
loved one.

It was the Mountain Quote poster:
“Lose everything but your faith and you
lose nothing. Lose your faith in God and
you lose everything.”

+)���������%��������,

Lucas, Sophie and Pearl, Hungary: It
started about two years ago, when a US
soldier wanted to adopt a little girl from
Hungary. Adoption is not easy, though
easier here than in the States. It took over
two years of waiting, paperwork and a
lot of prayers, till they received word
about an orphan that they could adopt,
the little girl they were praying for.

We had committed ourselves to
help this Mormon family as friends, as
well as for fundraising purposes. Liv-
ing and working with them has solidi-
fied and strengthened our convictions
more than ever, that the Family is the
BEST! System Christians are so far be-
hind in their love, service and devotion
to Jesus. Our only hope and encourage-
ment at times was the knowledge that
through it all, this precious little girl
would have a home and future.

Working with outsiders, them know-
ing us as missionaries and being also
friends had its benefits, but at times tests
as well. We were supposed to be paid
for our help, but money was a very sen-
sitive subject. The needs of the Home
were pressing on us, but every time we
sought the Lord about whether or not
we should ask them about finances, the
Lord told us not to, as it would be mis-
understood.

Now that we have finished and the
difficulties are behind us, we see His ut-
ter wisdom. He worked out everything
in the end, the little girl has gotten used
to her new parents and we have hope-
fully gained kings, who will support us
in times to come.

Our lesson is that we cannot fit a
square peg into a round hole; we are
not made for System work. Our service
to Jesus is a precious privilege that we
never want to leave for financial gain.
The price required for that is more than
meets the eye.

+��/�����������0���1����2���,

Cedar, Mexico: A week ago, the Lord
told us that He would supply us with a
house for our soon-to-be bigger team.
So we set out to look. After three days,
Robin and David saw a big beautiful
house. This house almost seemed too
good to be true; the price was out of
our range.

The Lord told us that He would give
us a house and it would be a testimony
and a miracle. He said this just after the
realtor called with news that the owner
would not go down on the price. We
didn’t know if the Lord was talking to us
about this particular house that we had
seen, but we went ahead and arranged

a meeting with the owner.
The owner is more the reclusive type,

so Jason and I met with his nephew and
the realtor at a little coffee shop. We wit-
nessed and showed them our album of
the work we do here. The men were im-
pressed!

The nephew said that he was glad
he met us in person, and he was con-
vinced that this house was for us. He
was giving us suggestions of how we
could fit people in the house and he
said that we could even put tents in the
yard, ha! This is the kind of landlord we
needed. He said that he would try to get
his uncle to come down on the price.
His uncle came from a very poor family
originally so the nephew thought he
would be touched by all that we were
doing for the poor.

During the next two days the nephew
and uncle talked; the nephew witnessed
to him about us, trying to convince him
to give us the deal we were asking for on
the price. The price he was asking was
way too high for us. We set a fleece that if
it was what the Lord wanted for us, then
the owner would come down to what we
were offering. We were praying hourly
for it to come through.

This house is well worth the rent the
owner was asking—it’s beautiful. New,
only lived in for about three months. It’s
an all-tile, very spacious house with lots
of natural light. It’s in an enclosed neigh-
borhood outside of the city. There are
lots of fields around the house and only
one close neighbor. There’s a club just a
five minute walk away, which has a pool,
park for the kids, soccer field, and bas-
ketball courts.

Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it? Well,
our prayers did the miracles and the
Lord led us step by step through proph-
ecy. We signed the contract and were
given the keys six days from the first time
we saw it.

The nephew said that the final dis-
cussion with his uncle went something
like this:

“Would you rent to these people for
the price they’re offering?”

“Yes, I would!”
“Go for it! Raise it $50 from what

they’re offering and give it to them!”
We’ve been jumping for joy since!

23����
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Q: Any guidance on the subject of Web sites? As FM members, would we be
expected to not be upfront in our association with the Family? Is it okay to put in
a link in our own home page to the Family GP Web site?

23��"� "��$ #��7��"�� "�

A: Yes, this would be fine!
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There’s a detention center in the interior of Mexico where young boys, ranging in
ages from 16 to only 10 years old, do time for the crimes they have committed.
Several young people from the three Homes in Morelia were able to visit and wit-
ness to these boys. Being a fairly high security center, these young guys don’t receive
many visits—not even from members of their own family. We could tell when we first
walked into the meeting hall that these boys were in desperate need of someone to
look past the mistakes they’ve made, and into their hearts, which were crying out for
love and attention. The Lord led us to perform the “Dr. Chainbuster” skit, which was
a key in breaking the ice (which many of you know can sometimes be difficult at a
first visit to a detention center!).

When the skit was over and the laughs had died down, we invited them all to pray
and ask Jesus into their hearts, which nearly all of them whole-heartedly did! It
touched our hearts to see how sincere they were, as they weren’t ashamed to fold
their hands and close their eyes to pray in front of each other. It was an exciting
experience and we hope to return for another visit!
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TEA Home, Spain: Please, feel free to check our Web site at:
http://www.geocities.com/elitim

Ray of Hope Team, Poland: We just updated our Web site, please take a look!
http://www.promyk.zigzag.pl
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There must have been a cupid or two shooting love-darts around our Home,
because when we ladies woke up in the morning and headed down for devotions,
our guys had set out a bowl of chocolates for us, along with a mouth-watering card
(use your imagination, girls!). The living room whiteboard was covered with af-
fectionate and endearing graffiti as well—what great guys we have.

At dinner we had to get them back with a little love of our own, so after checking
in with the Lord on how to go about it, one of the girls prepared some cookies, etc.,
and wrapped up a portion for each guy, decorating it nicely with a ribbon and their
name. In the middle of dinner, in burst our two female Valentine presenters, clad in
little more than Valentine’s gift wrapping, bearing the trays of goodies. Each woman
came up and took one pack to give—however she preferred—to the lucky man!

There’s scads of ideas of fun activities for special days—things that don’t take
too much time to pull off, like the above, yet give the day a special flair and leave
you with a sweet memory. (The Lord is full of ideas and is always happy to send
them down!) Send in your fun-stuff ideas to be printed for all!
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Homeschooling
victories and tips
By Ammi, Thailand

The overall academic standard of edu-
cation has improved in our field Homes
since the Charter. Many families have en-
rolled their kids in the CLE correspondence
course. This has been easier to administer
and ensures that the kids keep up steady
and consistent progress. Most all the chil-
dren in our field Homes have taken diag-
nostic or achievement tests, so that any
learning deficiencies could be spotted and
worked on.

Another improvement is that most
Homes and individual family units have
had the faith for the Lord to supply in-
creased finances towards the children’s
educational needs. About half of the fami-
lies in our Homes order courses and work-
books for each child, while the other half
order “master sets” of light units and text-
books that are kept as originals for a Home
Education Library. More income has been
directed towards the education of our chil-
dren, and our Homes and families have
stirred themselves up to raise the needed
funds.

Safeguarding middle-
students’ school time

One area I think we need to keep an eye
on is that our middle students don’t fall be-
hind, especially those who are in the 5th-8th

grade levels. Some Homes tend to pull on
these OCs and JETTs to help with the babies
and toddlers for quite a few hours each day.
If the older kids fall behind in their school-
ing before they reach the 8th grade minimum
level, it’s harder to help them catch up later
when they are older, and are needed to pull
a bigger load in their homes.

We faced this in our Home when the tod-
dler overseer needed the help of an OC or
JETT daily to oversee three children, so the
little ones could have their school time,
flashcards, learning to read, etc. After trying
it for awhile we realized that our middle-
school-aged children weren’t getting their
scholastic needs met as they had previ-
ously, in favor of teaching one- and two-
year-olds to read.

Teaching tots to read is a great thing and
one of our specialties in the Family, but by
System standards, it is not a requirement
nor something you would be criticized for
falling behind in. Whereas having nine, ten
and eleven-year-olds who are falling be-
hind and not able to keep up with their grade
levels would be considered negligent. So
we rearranged things so that taking the OCs
and JETTs away from their school time was
greatly minimized.

Helping students catch
up to their grade level

We’ve had a weakness with some of
our high-school-aged children, those
who were just entering teen years as the
big schools were disbanding, and for a
few years spent a lot of their time help-
ing to keep their smaller pioneer Homes
running by working with kids, doing
outreach, laundry, cooking, etc. There
are some who are now 16-18 years old
who are a bit behind scholastically.

Quite a few teens are now working
towards their CLE high school diploma
or their CVC Junior high school diploma,
as well as vocational certificates. Many
of the young people on our field have
already achieved several CVC diplomas
in various fields.

In order to do all four subjects (math,
language arts, science and social stud-
ies) as well as a Word study and memory
project, students need to spend a lot of
hours doing school daily. If they are one
or two whole grades behind for some
reason, it can be difficult, if not impos-
sible to catch up in our busy Homes with
our packed schedules.

When administering diagnostic tests
to about 20 students of all ages, before
any of them began regular schooling
with CLE, I noticed in their scores that
our kids knew quite a lot about science
and social studies just as a natural by-
product of our Family pubs and lifestyle.
Even without formal schooling, our kids
learned a lot from “7,000 years of World
History,” the “Bible for You” series, HSV,
GAP videos, and “World Currents,” and
gained a broad knowledge of nature
and historical events and places, world
history, ancient history, and so on.

Science and Social studies are not
graduated courses in the sense that it is
possible to learn 6th grade science with-
out necessarily having completed 4th

grade science, just as it’s possible to do
well in 8th grade social studies without
necessarily having completed 5th grade
social studies. Whereas with math and
language arts it’s not possible to easily
skip grades as each grade builds on in-
formation learned in the previous
grade.

So it seems for that students who are
behind their grade level for their age, if
they would concentrate on only math
and language arts, dropping the science
and social studies until they are caught
up, then they could catch up fairly
quickly. Once caught up, they could re-
sume science and social studies for their
grade level again.
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E-mail from Pastor Joshua M., Ma-
laysia: Greetings in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ! I have
watched this video (Countdown to
Armageddon) which I borrowed
from one of the brothers. I have
shown it to some of my church
members and all of them were
touched and moved by this video
about the Endtime. I am the Pas-
tor of this church. How can I buy
this video? Is there a Mandarin ver-
sion? Is there any one who is your
distributor in Malaysia?

I personally feel that this video
or VCD must be placed in the hand
of every Christian all over the
world to wake them up! We know
Jesus’ coming back is VERY, VERY
NEAR! I am very serious in want-
ing to be your distributor to dis-
tribute this video or VCD in Ma-
laysia and Singapore, even Indo-
nesia. I have a lot of contacts in
these surrounding countries. I
have a church member who has
been involved in video and VCD
distribution and productions for
more than 18 years. They will help
in distributing this video and VCD.

I am really interested to see that
every Christian watches this pow-
erful video. Last night, I showed
this tape to a group of my church
members and after I preached
about the Endtime, which was be-
ing talked about in this video. Af-
ter that, every one of them knelt
down and prayed with tears drip-
ping down, wanting to get serious
with Jesus in their life. I pray that
you help me to be able to help
make sure that every Christian in
Malaysia and other parts of the
world is able to watch this video.
If there is no Chinese version I will
be able to translate it into Chinese
language. Please reply soon,
thanks.

In Christ,
Pastor Joshua M.

[Editor’s note: This is being fol-
lowed up on!]
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Islamabad Home, Pakistan: A
friend who received one of those
calendars called us asking for two
more to give his friends. It has
been a great success with every-
one who has received it.
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Reach Africa by sponsoring a
subscription for an African
sheep and bring light to those
people through the Word! We are
receiving lots of mail from sweet
sheep from all over Africa who
are writing in after receiving a
poster or piece of lit. We have
quite a few addresses from Si-
erra Leone and other very poor
and needy African nations. They
are mostly students, who speak
very good English and are beg-
ging for Christian training.

$13.00 will pay for 15 Acti-
vated magazines for them and
we are sure they would be
passed around to many more till
the copy was worn out!

Please send your gifts via
your TRF, clearly marked to ‘EAD
African Sheep Fund’ and we will
send you the address of the
sheep you are sponsoring so
you can pray for them and com-
municate personally if you like.
Thank you so much.
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GBY for the great job you
 are doing for the Lord!
 Isn’t “China’s Hour” ex-

citing? Thank you for praying for
the China teams and for us. The
Lord has answered our prayers:
He’s sent translators and pubs
personnel who can help us to
publish the Word in Chinese!
What we need now is your fi-
nancial support to help these
people to accomplish their job.
Would you like to be part of this
great work by supporting us? We
know the Lord will greatly bless
you for it, with many Chinese
souls saved as a result. Dona-
tions can be sent to the Chinese
Lit Pic, TW236. TY!
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AAAAAfrfrfrfrfrica:ica:ica:ica:ica: M y dear Family! I’m
  Maria S., a Rus-
 sian national,

and would like to ask you
the biggest favor of my life.
I’ve never been out of my
country, and for the first
time of my life I’ll be going
… to Africa! I’m very excited
and happy to go. I believe
the Lord can supply, but it
is very hard to raise funds
in Russia. So I ask you, if
you can help me with any
funds big or small, to share
with me to fulfill His will in
my life, please send it via
Russian ABM (R 012).
Thanks a ton!


