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Check out
pages 6 and
10 for special
anniversary
features!
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On the net
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Family WEB site responses!
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babymania
(From Mercy [of Byron],

Lithuania [pregnant with
#9!]:) I had a comment
concerning our sweet
young mommies and
how close to each
other it seems they
have their babies. I
was wondering if
maybe they wean
their babies too
young? In the CCHB
#1, it was suggested to
nurse babies for up to 1-1/2
to 2 years old, and many
mommies can testify that it is the
Lord’s natural way of distancing
pregnancies.

Personally, I enjoy nursing my
babies as long as possible, as it
builds such a sweet relationship
with the child. Besides that, it
forces me to slow down and it is a
wonderful time to have “Praise
Time” and cuddle time, both with
the Lord and the baby.

I felt like trying a little
experiment and letting my
youngest nurse as long as he
wished. Guess what? He just
stopped a few weeks ago — at
three years and 10 months! It
was the funnest time I had with
any of my babies. We enjoyed
each other so much and built such
a sweet, close bond with each
other that I want to do the same
with the next one. I’m sold on it!
(Note: Of course, older babies and
toddlers need solid food as well as
breast milk!)

I wonder if sometimes
mommies want to stop nursing
their babies because they have so
much to do and feel it’s too time-
consuming. — But then they get
pregnant with the next one, and
have hardly had time to enjoy the
last one! I’m not promoting
nursing just to distance pregnan-
cies, but rather, taking things
slower, enjoying each child as it
comes and maybe letting them be
small a little longer rather than
hurrying along to see them grow
up. They will grow up soon
enough and become independent.

I can see that pattern in
myself. When I was young and
had my first children, I wanted
them to grow up quick and pushed
them along. But now after this
experience with my 8th, where I
slowed down and really enjoyed

each stage of his “littlehood,” I
wish I could do it again with

the others and thoroughly
enjoy each of them when
they were small.

Maybe you think
that nursing so long
spoils a child, or keeps
him in a baby stage, or

causes him to become
clingy? Well, I personally

found out that it doesn’t
have to be. These problems

can happen to a child whether
he is nursed long or not; it does
not depend on the nursing, but on
the mother’s attitude toward the
child. Of course, nursing a child
longer has drawbacks, such as
being disturbed more often, or not
being able to leave the child in the
care of others for a long period of
time (several days), so it’s not
always possible for every mommy
to do that. But if a mommy has
time and is available, I can say
from experience that it’s fun and
fulfilling.

(From Jaz:) I can’t tell you any
stories from personal experience
on this, since Kimberly is only
eight months old (and still
vigorously sucking away!), but
here’s some interesting “expert
advice” on the subject!

Continued nursing has
considerable benefits for a
toddler. Breast milk retains its
nutritional and immunological
values throughout the course of
lactation. As a mother’s milk
output declines with gradual
weaning, both the nutrients —
protein, fat, and iron — and the
immunological components in her
milk increase in concentration.
This may help ensure the health of
children whose diets are restricted
by allergy, by their parents’
habits, or by poverty.

Many parents feel nursing also
helps a toddler get to sleep easily
(some mothers call their milk
“knock-out drops”) and wake up
gently. Nursing helps the toddler
deal with hurts, both physical and
emotional, and provides solace
after encounters with strangers,
crowds, and all the new and
frightening experiences of the
toddler’s daily life. Because
nursing enables a toddler to

maintain an intimate connection
with the person he/she needs
most, employed mothers feel it is
especially important to their
children.

If you’re looking for a
“window for weaning,” then
consider your child’s stage of
development, how he/she is
behaving, and how he/she seems
to feel. Make sure your child is
not only emotionally at ease but
also physically healthy, because
sickness and even teething can
make weaning very difficult.
Consider outside influences, too
— for example, the availability of
loved ones who can distract your
child from the breast by providing
attention and affection, and also
the weather (trying to wean while
you’re stuck indoors for the winter
may not be worth the trouble).
Remember that, in general, the
older your child gets, the easier
weaning will be. Keep this in
mind, too: If your child becomes
overanxious or depressed during
weaning, you can always give up
weaning for a while, and try
again a few months later. In the
meantime, you may be able to

reduce nursings to a more
tolerable frequency, perhaps just
twice a day, at naptime and
bedtime.

A mother who nurses without
restriction can usually expect a
period of lactational amenorrhea
— the absence of menstrual cycle
during breast-feeding — lasting
one or two years. Ovulation
usually occurs shortly before, or
within a few months after,
menstruation resumes. If you are
still amenorrheic in the second
year of nursing, you will probably
ovulate, and thereby become
fertile, before you have your first
period. A small minority of
women, however, never ovulate
while they are nursing. If you
want your children’s births closely
spaced, you may decide to wean
so you can get pregnant again.
(Note: Nursing does not necessar-
ily guarantee you won’t get
pregnant. Some women do
become pregnant while nursing.)

(Excerpts from “Time to
Wean?”, by Kathleen Huggins,
R.N., M.S. and Linda Ziedrich;
The Nursing Mother’s Guide to
Weaning.)�
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There once stood a palace in country fair
Where lived a king and a beautiful queen.
They ruled with a hand that was loving and firm,
Yet they were humble and their task often unseen.

The queen was beautiful and gracious,
With a smile like a soft summer breeze,
A loving and gentle demeanor,
And eyes deep and clear as the seas.

They daily communed with their Creator
And passed on all to the sheep of the land,
And the people were strengthened and nourished
By the jewels that fell from their hand.

And onward they led the people,
Brought them near to the Creator’s side,
They opened new mysteries of the Kingdom,
And helped them become His Bride.

And when the people went through dark times,
The queen’s love shone like a torch in the night,
Rallying the nations against the forces of evil,
Calling them to rise up in prayer and to fight.

Then the King went forth from his beautiful Queen
With a royal embassage of love,
To inspire and encourage the people
With words from the Creator above.

Then a glorious day came around once more,
Commemorating the day of her birth,
Celebrating the joyful occasion
When she made her arrival on earth.
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A joyful shout rose in the air,

And the bells with joy were ringing,
A great celebration was now at hand,
And all the people were singing:

“Happy birthday, dear Queen Maria!
To serve you we truly are blessed.
May He bless you as this new year is dawning,
And grant you His strength, joy and rest.”

Then the Creator looked down from Heaven above,
At His Queen who was ever so near,
And said, “I honor you now on this day of your birth,
For I’m yours and I hold you so dear.”

“Happy Birthday, dear Queen Maria!
You have given Me every part,
I renew My pledge of love to you,
For you are always held close to My heart.”

— Lisa (18), Hungary

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y ,  M A M A !
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wo-and-a-half months after
“we three girls” (Katie

[a.k.a. Rebecca], Jenna
and Yvonna) arrived at

the Folks’ house, we were
to begin in earnest on our first

WS “pubs project.” Up until
then, much of our waking and work-

ing hours consisted of helping around the house,
helping with small office projects, transcribing
prophecy tapes, getting adjusted to life behind
the scenes, and going through that infamous
battle-victory-battle-victory cycle. Sound famil-
iar? (Note carefully that the cycle always ends
on victory.)

One fine day, in the beginning of August ’96,
Peter called a late afternoon meeting, and to
our surprise, us three girls were invited. (Yikes!
What have we done now?!) In attendance were
some of those illustrious personalities such as:
Matthew, Francis, Joy and Bonnie (longtime WS
secretaries) and Heather, Apollos and Luke (who
were visiting at the time). No, we weren’t in big-
time trouble … we were about to witness the
birth of a new pub!

Peter shared with us all a new and somewhat
far-out inspiration the Lord had given him and
Mama — that of creating a Family newspaper.
And thus the Grapevine (though title-less at the
time) was born. The prevailing idea was to cre-
ate a forum for the free exchange of Family news,
accomplishments, information, ideas and view-
points; something simple, needing a minimum
amount of editing, perfecting, proofing, etc. The
primary goal was to get news out to the Family
now — not six months down the line.

Then came the unveiling! Peter and Francis
had spent that morning gathering material from
CRO and VS reports, and mail from the Homes,
and laying out a mock-up of our first “news-
paper” issue, so that we could get the concept
of what this new pub was meant to be. It didn’t
dawn on us until nearly the end of the meeting
that this “baby” was being put into our six little
hands, and that if it was going to get out to the
Family every two weeks, we were going to have
to make it happen. One recollection we girls fre-
quently chuckle at is Peter’s initial suggestion
that the Grapevine be a free time project. — Of
course, as our “baby” began demanding more
time and attention than our free time could give
it, all agreed that it was okay to work on it dur-
ing “company time.”

We ended that first meeting with a time of
prayer and hearing from the Lord, and received
a confirmation on this new endeavor and Dad’s
“go for it” message about getting out the Grape-
vine. As a point of interest, our formerly title-
less pub was titled “the Grapevine” by King
Peter and confirmed by the Lord in prophecy.

So then what
happened? Hmmm
… to be honest,
we’ve conveniently
opted to forget the
first few Grapevine
issues — our humble
beginnings — so un-
fortunately, we are
unable to share with
you the process the
first Grapevines
went through before
getting to you. We
just can’t remember!
But no doubt the pro-
cess must have been
miraculous, since
none of us knew what
we were doing, ha!
One thing we do re-
member is that we got a couple responses from
the authors of certain articles (bordering on the
controversial) whose names were included along
with their write-ups, without our having obtained
prior permission from them. (Sorry ‘bout that,
guys! We’re getting wiser with age!) Thank you
to all those who have been contributing your
names along with your articles, although it seems
that a favorite name and location is still “Anony-
mous, from planet Earth.”

Let’s move to the present now. We’ll take a
look behind the Grapevine scenes and see just
how things work, and what happens to your ar-
ticle once you send it in … until such a day as
you see it printed (perhaps in a much briefer
form!).

We receive a number of e-mail contributions,
practically on a daily basis. Snail mail comes in
much slower (obviously), but we still receive size-
able batches (of terrific contribu-
tions!) from time to time (to date
we’ve probably received a couple
hundred pieces). Your contributions
are skimmed through, then gener-
ally categorized. Then it’s time to
pick and choose what’s gonna go in
the next Grapevine, and there is so
much fresh material to choose from
(not to mention the comments and
suggestions from your TRFs, some
of which get passed on for the
Grapevine)! The beauty and attraction of e-mail
is the rush we get when we read a testimony
that is just a couple of days old, or get a “feed-
back” clip about a new tape that you know just
hit the Homes a week ago. Now that’s keeping
in touch.

Of course, there are standard Grapevine sec-
tions which need to be filled up, and then there

are feature articles
and Open Forums
(don’t forget the movie
ratings!), etc., so each
time it’s a whole new
ball game. We want
the sections to be
somewhat balanced
out, and to present
both sides and to be a
fair representation of
the feedback we’ve
gotten from you. We
also try to remember
that our teen/SGA/
adult Family members
possess a sundry vari-
ety of tastes, so we
want to try to have
something in each
Grapevine that will

appeal to everyone. Probably about 200 GN
pages worth of material is selected and sent to
our first-stage editing crew for what we call “pre-
editing.” Mind you, that all has to fit into 12
final Grapevine pages!

Basically, what the first-stage editors do is
go over the articles and try their best to cut them
down to a few paragraphs or less, without los-
ing any important points. Now if that sounds
simple, just you try and take a 12-page, incred-
ibly inspiring, detailed testimony and minus 11.5
pages, while retaining the excitement, inspira-
tion and plenty of interesting details, of course!
It’s quite a feat. (So if you wonder why so many
details got “lost in the translation” to the Grape-
vine, it’s because we just don’t have a lot of
space! Some longer testimonies do get snapped
up by the FSM department for publication!)

Just in case something was missed, the po-
tential article is gone over again,
to check that it still says what it
was originally intended to say, that
nothing necessary was omitted. Of
course, the finer editing of punc-
tuation, spelling, grammar, etc.,
is done at this second stage.

The next major hurdle our little
Grapevine friend has to make it
over is our proofreading team. But
first it’s gone over by a pre-proof-
reading team of Francis, Yvonna,

and Katie (when here). We know, you’re prob-
ably thinking, “All these proofreaders! Hey, it’s
just a newspaper. Isn’t this overkill?” Honestly,
it’s just to save ourselves time and trouble, ‘cause
you want your pub to be as print-ready as pos-
sible, and it’s nice when your fellow Grapevine
colleagues can catch that awful typo (check out
one that was missed in Grapevine #12, page

The Grapevine crew: Initially the three of us girls
were the Grapevine team. However, as the Grape-
vine e-mail inundation began to rain down upon
us (we’re at flood stage now!), we pulled Darren
in to help us with the first-stage editing. Katie
gradually began to work on other projects, such
as going through the Dito book (which is up for
reprinting), and since more recently she’s been
traveling with Peter, she has pulled out of Grape-
vine work entirely. We still consider her a found-
ing Grapevinette (as we were dubbed by the field),
and when she’s not traveling (as she is presently;
we love you, Katie!), she still helps out by reading
the Grapevine for content, and by giving us free
advice. Meanwhile, Darren has been concentrat-
ing more on the Heaven’s Library series, so an-
other young male (check out “Where We’re
Headed!” [ML#3136] for his name!) has been a
welcome addition to our pre-editing crew.

In the first Grapevine,
all the material came
from 33 messages/re-
ports/letters. In the lat-
est Grapevine, material
was pulled from 189
files. That means some-
thing from each of those
189 files was printed in
that one issue!
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11; second to the last line on the page! Yikes!),
spot those couple of words that mysteriously van-
ished, or discreetly inform you that Mauritania
is a country, not an illness. It’s also nice to get
feedback on certain articles, or suggestions of
additions/deletions to make, before it hits the
main proofreading team. Their corrections are
incorporated, and off goes Grapevine through
the modem wires to another WS unit, where
dwell the proofreading heavyweights (five of
whom go over the Grapevine).

It is in this boxing ring that we occasionally
have to fight for our prized material. Jaz or Bethy
might see a cool article that they’ve “gotta have”
for the Zine. Our FAR editor gets jazzed over that
pioneering testimony, and wants it for his next
Family Activity Report. But we’ve got a good give-
and-take system going, and we all pass files
around. If something fits better in another pub;
or a “special” is being done on that very topic
and your article has “cherry on the cake” written
all over it; or maybe if your WS friend is just hav-
ing a bad hair day, and you know that one article
will make their morning, then off it goes on its
merry way, to meet its new “master”!

So while the Grapevine sits for two or three
days with the heavyweights, we catch up on the
get-out and sleep we’ve missed during the last
12 days of Grapevine rush (just joking!). Whew!
In reality, though the Grapevine is one of our
favorite projects, it would be highly inaccurate
to say that it is our only project. So while this
composition may give the impression that we are
of a one-track Grapevine mind, our working
hours are filled with many other projects — big
and small.

Now let’s shine the spotlight on some of our
other Grapevine contributors: the audio/video
studios who let us in on what’s happening in the
music and video world; the CRO offices who pass
on a good chunk of Grapevine articles to us —
lists of who’s baby booming, new disciples, the
top 10 shiners from their area, etc.; legal and
media teams around the world who keep us in-
formed of the goings-on in their arena; other
WS units who contribute to the WS News sec-
tion and help keep you “in the know.”

Peter also regularly contributes to the WS
News section, which is always a special treat! —
And now we get contributions from Mama, in our

new “Mama on
… “ column!
Fun! The CROs
and VSs kindly let
us use clips and
excerpts from
their reports as
well. Oh … not to
forget Jaz (and
movie review
team), who faithfully compiles the movie blurbs
for each issue (hip, hip, hooray!), as well as her
Babymania column. There are other column au-
thors (or answerers, should we say), such as Rose
Midwife, and possibly yet others to come. We’re
not slowing down yet!

Soliciting the above information has neces-
sitated a couple hundred phone messages, and
during our spare moments, we continue to send
out pleas for newsworthy tidbits and updates
from the four corners of the Earth. Is this a plug
or what?
�������� Wait a sec … I just re-read the above
and our whole setup is sounding more organized
each minute! To be frank, we can tend to be a
bit last-minutey. Maybe I should rephrase that
… at least I am; Yvonna is more of the plan-
ahead, doesn’t-relish-rush type. Good balance.
She is understandably thrilled when the Grape-
vine is (over)due to spend a couple of nights in
her computer for layout, and I shoot a timely
note off to Kristen, asking her to illustrate a
cartoon for Jaz’ latest Babymania article.

“Now how am I supposed to lay out the
Grapevine when there’s still art on the way,
Jenna?” “Kristen’s quick! Don’t worry, Yvonna.
She’ll have it to us in no time.” Thankfully for
me, Kristen is quick, and for the good of our
readership, Yvonna also loves (or splendidly tol-
erates) these last-minute additions to the Grape-
vine, of which customarily there are several. To
cope with all this fun, and to work such a short
turn-around pub (every two weeks), you gotta
be best of friends — and we are.

When we get the Grapevine back from our
proofreading team (Luke, Stephanie, Bethy, Jaz,
and our no-name FAR editor), it’s correction time!
They note standard proofreading points, such as
security, editing, punctuation, grammar, etc. Plus,
they comment on what they don’t understand, what

Tidbits: The “most contributed
to” Grapevine sections are prob-
ably: feedback, find-a-friend,
cute kids, what’s up, and reveal-
ing commentaries on the follow-
ing issues: movie ratings, TS/DO,
and single parents. Our recent
“cool talk” exchange from Kenya
has been climbing the charts too.
We’ve gotten 338 comments/re-
actions from the field about the
Grapevine. 321 have been posi-
tive, and 17 have been negative
(or what we prefer to term “con-
structive criticism”).

Grapevine factoids:
— 0-1 A.G. (Anno Grapevinae)

Total Grapevine issues: 24
Total Grapevine pages: 284 (A4 – equiv. to 568 GN pages)
Total articles published in the Grapevine to date: 1,436
Total word count (24 Grapevine issues): 349,570
E-mail messages received to date: 1,269
Regular Grapevine feature sections: 41

is unclear or could be
misinterpreted, etc.,
and it helps us know
what to further
clarify, etc.

Then after Mat-
thew looks it over,
the Grapevine hits
the big-time: on to
Mama and Peter for

their approval. Then we wait for the lone inter-
com beep (that’s Mama; everyone else beeps
twice). It’s such a relief to hear her say, “Praise
the Lord, girls! This Grapevine was terrific! So
interesting!” (Whew!) And once her and Peter’s
suggestions, additions or subtractions have been
incorporated, the Grapevine is practically home
free.
��	
������With three days left on our Grape-
vine calendar, Jenna sends me the so-far finished
product for layout. Meanwhile, at her desk the
process is beginning all over again, as she cat-
egorizes the incoming contributions in prep for
the next issue. For me, it’s time to drop every-
t h i n g ,
reach for
my FTT
comp, and
get in gear
for the
m a s t e r
challenge
of trans-
f o r m i n g
endless col-
umns of
text into an
eye-catch-
ing, ap-
pealing for-
mat. Hold it …

“Jenna, are you crazy?!? There’s no way we’re
going to fit 17-18 pages of text into 12 pages!”
“Of course we can, just squeeze it in.” (My
threats to drop something begin.) “Okay, you
can drop the think deep.” “That’s not going to
help much.” “I know you can do it, girl.” “If
this keeps up, we’ll need to invest in magnifying
glasses for the Homes ... .” As always, with her
support and determination, it works out fine.

After layout, our now more en
vogue pub goes to Joseph Reader,
who pores over each word for ty-
pos and misprints that somehow
managed to slip by all the other
hands. — And this guy is
good! When it comes to proof-
reading, he catches almost

everything (he wasn’t named
Reader for nothing!). He also

checks to see that the graphics
and fonts are in order, so all the
NPCs have to do is open the file
and print it. Then your newspa-
per is off to the NPCs! — On
the 1st and 15th of every month,
rain or shine!

So that’s the story! Gotta
run now … this issue was due
on the desks of the pre-proofers
an hour ago! Oops! We love
you!�

����
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faith to actually get married, that really had to be the Lord.
Today, I’m very thankful for the unifying bond of love that the

Lord has given us both with each other and with our flesh-and-
blood children and grandchildren, as well as all of our second
generation adults, all the way down to our beautiful babies. (Two
of our four children are in the Family: Nathanael married to Glo

with two of our grandchildren, and India married to
Gary with their three little love bugs.)

��'������#�������	���"����	�

�Don’t rush into marrying someone
you don’t know. It took us five months to
get to know each other before taking the
plunge.
� Make sure you and your prospective

mate are a good witnessing team. Imagine
yourselves on a far-flung field all alone, just
the two of you with Jesus. Can you see your-
selves changing the world together? If not,
forget it.
� Don’t get married unless the Lord
tells you to. Don’t do it just because you’re
“in love.” Make sure you’re attracted to each

other — physically, yes, but most importantly, spiritu-
ally!
� How do you know it’s the Lord’s will? He’ll show both of you!
� When you say, “I do,” believe in your heart and mind that it’s
for the rest of your life! The longer you stay together, the more
your love will grow.
� Honesty will help hold your marriage together. Never keep
any secrets, even if you think it’ll hurt your mate, but pray about
the timing of your presentation, which is very important.
� Have an active sex life. Have as many children as you can.
We only had four, but they were the joys of our lives, and when
our marriage went through rough times, our love for the kids
helped keep us together. You could say we had an easy time with
only four kids, but to tell you the truth, we wish we had a lot more
(which the Lord gave us in our shepherding)!
� Follow the Law of Love if you get involved in any other rela-
tionships. Not following the Law of Love could mean disaster for
your marriage.
� Pray together about any major changes, such as change of
Homes, fields or ministries.
� Respect the Lord in your mate.
� Be patient before pointing things out to your mate. Wait until
the Lord tells you that the time is right, even if it takes days or
weeks before doing so.
� When there’s a disagreement, let it pass. If you let an argu-
ment subside, you usually find out that what looked like mon-
strous mountains were only tiny pebbles.
� Don’t be afraid to apologize. One of you is going to have to do
that if your marriage is going to work, and it’s probably going to
have to be you half of the time!

'��
�2�����������&�!�	������3��

HE SAID: In August, Ruth and I will celebrate our 28th wed-
ding anniversary together. —That means 28 years of being in
love with each other and the Lord! Looking back through what
seems to be a lifetime of experience together — all the way from
Huntington Beach to New York, from Spain to
the Middle East, from India
to Japan to South America
— it’s pretty clear to see
how important was the de-
cision we made while sit-
ting at Dad and Mama’s
feet in the living room of
Camp Laurentide on
that early morning of
August 22, 1969.

In those early days
of the Family there
were no premarital
relationships as we
know them today.
The best way you
could get to know your po-
tential spouse was usually to go witnessing and
win a few disciples together! After that you really knew what
was going on inside the head of the person you were considering
marrying. The very first time I kissed Ruth on the lips was when
Dad said, “You may now kiss the bride!” — And I’ve been kissing
her ever since!

Yes, we’ve had our ups and downs, but the Lord has blessed us
with a lot more ups than downs, and we have to give Him all the
credit for that!

SHE SAID: I’d have to say that the One Who gets all the
credit for our marriage lasting all these years is Jesus! It’s truly
a miracle and I can’t take any of the credit. When first consider-
ing the possibility of entering into a serious relationship, I had
major reservations since I hadn’t seen many happy marriages.
There were also certain conditions that I considered prerequisites
to a good union, and looking at it in the natural, I could have
found many reasons for thinking it might not work!

I was in my late twenties when we first met and already some-
what set in my ways. But I’ve since learned that God can over-
come anything — including age differences, background differ-
ences and all kinds of other supposed “incompatibilities,” includ-
ing sun signs. (Johnny’s a Taurean and I’m an Aquarian.)

I met Jesus a few months before I met Johnny, and I had already
witnessed the Lord’s miracle-working, life-changing power. Any-
thing was possible to me at that point, and I was willing to give it a
try. Right from the start, my husband represented the Lord to me,
and our relationship was Word-based. The Lord confirmed our
marriage in prophecy, because if there were any two people who
couldn’t have made the decision of getting together, it was us. We
loved each other as a brother and sister. We were very close and
confided in each other right from the start, but as far as having the
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While we’re enjoying the anniversary occasion, two long-
time couples wanted to share theirs with you! — And
their stories! Enjoy!

fail to care for His own, and that “happy is the man who has his
quiver full.” (Psa.127:5) The Lord’s promises were once again tried
and proven true. We now have four grandchildren as well.

We’ve had many exciting adventures over the past 24 years,
living and working in eight countries on four continents, and trav-
eling to or visiting at least 14 other countries! We never would
have dreamed this possible when making that first decision to
drop everything to follow Him!

One amazing testimony of supply was in 1980 when the Lord
showed us to leave France — our home for more than six years —
and go to Argentina. At that time, we had another partner in our
marriage, Maria (who stayed with us for six years and has four
children with my husband). The three of us and our then nine
children, plus another couple with a child, a single brother

and a new disciple believed the Lord wanted us to
go to Argentina and live on the road, and to take
our two vans and caravan to boot! We didn’t have
a clue (nor the money) as to how we or our ve-
hicles would get there, but we had the faith that
the Lord would supply. — And supply He did!

I’ll go back to the previous summer when we
had provisioned two tanks (140 liters) of diesel
over the phone from the owner of a trucking
company. When we returned home in the fall,
we invited this man to one of our shows at an
old people’s home. Surprisingly enough, he
came, and that was the first time we’d actu-
ally met him. After the show he told us that
our performance was terrific and then
asked us if we needed a car. Wow! From
two tanks of gas to a car! We invited him

to have dinner with us and shared our personal
testimonies and our vision to go to Argentina. He was very

impressed and visibly touched. He then asked how we were going to
get our vehicles there, and we replied that we didn’t know. Without
hesitation, he said that he would ship them for us! What a miracle!

In the end, he agreed to pay half of the $10,000 shipping costs
and gave us the names of three shipping companies with whom he
worked. We contacted them, and after we’d already moved out of
our house by faith, one of the three agreed to donate the other half!
That was just getting the vehicles to Argentina; all of us still needed
to fly there. Amazingly enough, one day out of the blue, we received
a check in the mail for the equivalent of $8,000! Suffice it to say,
“Where God guides, He provides!” Three years later, through an-
other incredible set of miracles, He moved our entire family (which
had grown to 12 children) to India after telling John in a dream to
“sell all that thou hast and go to India!” And on and on the story
goes. Regardless of the number of children or the distance we needed
to travel, the Lord never failed to supply!

The key to success in our marriage, and sticking together
through thick and thin, has always been a deep commitment to
the Lord’s will in our lives. Even though we were reluctant begin-
ners, we knew He had put us together as a team for His service.
So when there were rough and stormy seas or times when we both
felt like “throwing in the towel,” we’ve stuck to our commitment
to the Lord and each other. — “For better or for worse, in sick-
ness and in health.” As Dad has said, “Marriage is forever —
unless He’s the One changing things!”

So our advice to young couples is to keep hanging in there.
Don’t give up, ‘cause boy oh boy, the rewards are worth it! You’ll
look back and remember with joy all those beautiful times raising
your children and all the amazing, wonderful and exciting times
the Lord brought you through.�

'��
�2������&�����4���
����� �����&�����5
'�����
�������3��

Our 28 years of marriage goes back to when we were 15. We’re
both Pisces, born in the same year — just 19 days’ apart! We
were introduced after Easter Sunday Mass in 1964, 33 years
ago! That was the beginning of a relationship of dating for the
next 5½ years, and then marrying at age 21 in 1969.

Though we knew each other very well and loved each other, we
weren’t too keen on getting married at the time. We each
had our own agenda, as most young people
do, and it didn’t include settling
down just then. How-
ever, unbe-
knownst to us,
the Lord had
other plans, and
He inserted the
deciding factor
into the equation,
so to speak — our
first child (and I
might add, that divine
intervention occurred
the very first time we
“went for the gold” —
bingo!). Michael
(Francis) was actually b o r n
first and then we finally yielded to the
Lord’s will to get married. Megan (Marianne) followed
three years later — just three months before we joined the Family in
January, 1973.

Having been married for four years and pretty much set in the
ways of being a little mother and housewife to my husband (who
had a successful System career), considering the Family lifestyle
and the sacrifices required in those early days, it was a very big test
for me in particular to give up my independence and come live and
die for Jesus! I was basically following my husband at this point
purely by faith, as in my heart I knew his decision to join the Family
was right, even though I didn’t know what the future would hold.

The struggling and decision-making of that first year in the
Family brought us closer together as a couple, as I began to clearly
see (as John had seen from the very beginning) that this was where
I belonged, no matter what sacrifices were involved. The Lord
always brought us through every trial, and we were able to climb
the mountains ahead because we both had made that definite com-
mitment to the Lord that the Family was where He wanted us to
raise our family — and family He gave!

Before joining the Family, we had discussed having just a few
children — after all, the world was already overpopulated! Boy, we
sure changed as the Lord kept sending them along to us — six boys
and two girls, and we would have happily had more! That’s all I
wanted to be — both in the Family and before joining — a mother!
We can’t remember one time when we both were not excited about
each one of the love gifts He’d send to us! It didn’t matter what the
circumstances or difficulties were, we knew that the Lord would not
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TWO TEENS SAY: We think girls
shouldn’t label all boys as being
“unloving” or not so “gentle-
manly,” ’cause not all boys are
the same. They should be more
considerate when guys try to be
nice to them; just to be loving and
to accept their love won’t hurt
‘em.

— a junior and a senior teen,
Colombia

SHE SAID: I really liked Toby’s
article (Grapevine #20, Gents
and Ladies [About girls stereotyp-
ing boys as sex-mongers, thus
hindering the developing of simple
friendships or getting to know
someone of the opposite sex.]). It
explains a day-to-day fact. If we
all could try our best to keep in
check the comments that go
around, it would take some
pressure off those in question and
allow any feelings to arise if the
Lord moves in that way. After all,
there’s nothing wrong with it. I
understand why it’s harder to
fellowship while on a walk than in
private places. Words are real
things and being in public almost
always brings in a third opinion.
True, we should not be fearful of
the opinions of others, but, hey,
I’m human! Let’s make it easy for
each other to be good.

PS.: Toby, thanks for including
your name.

— Tabitha (23), Brazil

HE SAID: There are so many nice
girls out there on the mission field,
looking for a nice guy. Am I right?
This may surprise you, but there
are also a lot of cool dudes looking
for nice girls. Right guys? (Right!)
So what do you say … why don’t
we get it together! I’m not talking
about marriage, but you can do
that too. What I’m saying is: Why
don’t we mix (Oh no, change!)
some of these “boys” and “girls”
Homes together? I’m sure we could
balance it out if we tried. Are we
gonna get it together or what? Or
we can just keep living like a
bunch of nuns and monks. (No
thanks, man, that’s really not the
vision!) So let’s “just do it”... now!

— Mike Eric (16), Romania

Ladies
Gents�

SHE SAID: In Grapevine #18,
someone said: “It’s sweet when
guys are there when you need
them. Whether it’s to help with a
heavy load, or just for a hug. I’ve
known a few guys like that and
their little acts of love and
kindness are unforgettable.”
That’s really true! I have always
lived in Homes with boys, and
there was only one time I received
a hug when I really needed it, but
I remember it perfectly. It would
be nice if more guys would be like
this one guy that gave me a hug
three years ago, when he saw I
was going through trials, which
was so special to me. GUYS, get
out of yourselves and leave your
pride aside and be more affection-
ate with us girls — and we will
too!

— Anonymous girl (15)

HE SAID: Dear “two YA girls in
Russia,” (Grapevine #16, Ladies
and Gents; who commented that
when it comes to the crunch, it’s
not just your computer knowledge
or how well you play basketball
that counts.) I
heartily agree
with your
comment, not
being too good at
basketball
myself! I wish
(and believe a
good deal of
other single guys
would agree) that
more girls had
that same
attitude. But it is
often all too easy
to notice that the
“flamboyant”
and “sporty”
type of guys seem
to attract a great
deal more
attention — and
women — to
themselves, than
those of us who
are more on the
quiet side.

The truth is,
everybody has
something that
they’re good at. I wish that gents
like us, who perhaps don’t seem
that “cool” on the outside, would
not feel like we had to compete
for the attention of the ladies that
those who are great at lay-ups or
lay-outs seem to get for all their
showiness.

— D. (21, male)

SHE SAID: I enjoy being a woman
and doing things I think men
would expect of me, things that
are just common courtesy even in
the System. Maybe I’m romantic
and old-fashioned, but when I
think of Dad, my image of him is
that he is a real gentleman, and I
think of melting in his love and
presence. I believe he would want
us to treat each other with
gentleness, good manners — and
a lot of that is just plain love and
caring.

I’d like to see more romance in
the Family. It would be nice if our
young men could get some
training in how to be a gentleman
and how to court a woman. These
things are very meaningful to
women, and little acts of
thoughtfulness can enhance any
type of relationship. It doesn’t
have to be overboard, but loving
gestures, etiquette and gentle-
manly words can have astounding
effects, which can then overflow
into close relationships with sweet
or romantic gestures and acts.

Boys might notice that to be
appealing to women,
you don’t have to be
handsome. Gentlemanly
qualities help a man to
become more charm-
ing, and this is often
the type of men that
are popular. We don’t
have to reserve this
kind of interaction for
guests. It’s nice to see
it happening around
you.

— adult single
mother

HE SAID: She and I got
together and we had a
super good …! No, it’s
not what you’re
thinking. I’m talking
about that nice,
intimate “something”
two people can have. —
A talk, of course, ha! I
think that sincerely and
deeply sharing what’s
on our hearts is one of
the most precious
experiences there is.

I do love, need and enjoy that
wonderful physical encounter —
don’t get me wrong — but there’s
something to be said for the
mutual baring of souls. I
understand this can’t be done
pell-mell, but if and when the
opportunity arises, I find it to be
a great uniting factor. There’s so

much we can learn from one
another, no matter what the
differences between us. This is
what makes us different from the
rest of the world — the fact that
two people, a generation apart,
can be friends and have so much
in common.

I’ve lived behind the scenes for
many years, and one of the
sacrifices was that we didn’t have
young people living with us. Now,
thank the Lord, some of you brave
souls have stepped out and joined
us, and what a blessing that is!
Some of you are probably
thinking: “This old guy, we know
exactly what he’s so happy
about!” Well, do you really want
to know? Take a guess at what
I’m most thankful for since young
people joined us? Friendship is
the right answer. It didn’t happen
overnight; we all had to learn
lessons about relating to each
other, but I now feel blessed and
privileged to have made some
very dear new friends.

The point I’d like to make is: If
there happens to be an FGA in
your Home who shows interest in
you, maybe he’s interested in
getting to know you. Be friends!
Give that person the benefit of the
doubt, be they male or female,
and don’t be afraid to have a
heart-to-heart talk for fear of
what it might lead to, because
beautiful lessons can be learned
from one another and sweet
friends can be made.

— FGA male, WS

SHE SAID: I definitely agree with
Toby about how some people think
guys are only after sex (see
Grapevine #20). I’ve known guys
whom I could basically talk about
anything with, with neither of us
feeling that the other person was
“coming on” to us. It was totally
a friendship thing, and it was nice
to have a change from always
hanging out with girls. Not all
guys are “sexmongers,” and they
should not be generalized; it’s
almost like labeling people. On
the other hand, there have been
guys that had “one-track minds.”
I much prefer the other type;
when you can feel it’s a friend-
ship-type thing and nothing more
to it. (PS.: I still enjoy having
boyfriends and so on. I’m not
some kind of weird person who
keeps guys at a distance, etc., just
to clarify.)

— female, 17, Europe�
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i’m wondering …
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movie ratings

Movies for Junior Teens and Up
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Movies Rated for JETTs and Up
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Movies Rated for MCs and Up
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TEAMWORK Per Adult Total
SOUL SHINERS FOR JUNE ’97
Samuel/Rosita, Mexico 1,000 2,000
Bartholomew/Candelaria, U.S.A. 800 4,000
Pablo E., Chile 728 2,185
James/Anna/Martin/Amy, Brazil 502 3,017
Ezequiel/Rejoice/Jonathan, Brazil 500 2,500
David/Alma, Mexico 358 717
Francisco/Kitty, Bolivia 230 690
Martin/Nina/Sebastian/Esther, Italy 214 1,070
Cid Larson/Serena/Isaac Larson, Mexico 213 1,067
David/Promise, Costa Rica 210 630

POSTER SHINERS FOR JUNE ’97
Michael/Maria, Japan 1,600 3,200
Andrew/Lily/Franz/Mary, Kenya 1,583 9,500
Ben Fisher/Harvest Gold, U.S.A. 1,310 2,620
Timothy/Rejoice/Dove, U.S.A. 1,032 7,225
Abner/Esther/Andrew/Katie, South Africa 1,000 6,000
Chris/Lena, Japan 947 2,843
James/Claire, Japan 904 4,524
Jonathan/Clare, Japan 895 3,581
Mark/Maria/Marianne/John, Slovakia 825 4,950
Abner/Promise 824 1,649

TAPE SHINERS FOR JUNE ’97
Pablo E., Chile 226 679
Michael/Lisa, Switzerland 212 638
Tim/Vicky/Rebecca/David, Chile 165 825
Samuel/Claire/Maria/Cid/Serena, Mexico 83 415
David/Madalena/Francisco/Joana, Brazil 78 394
Seth Fre/Lily Fre/Laura/Peter, U.S.A. 60 301
Andrew/Crystal/Angela/Maureen/Gabriel,
U.S.A.

58 350

Christopher/Gentleness Newman, Mexico 55 221
Jonatan/Clara/Abner/Felicidad, Colombia 54 217
Steven/Rose, Switzerland 47 95

VIDEO SHINERS FOR JUNE ’97
David/Esperanza/Santiago, Peru 54 216
Emanuel/Rubi/Pablo/Teresa, Ecuador 42 212
Francisco/Paloma/Victoria, Ecuador 41 247
Cephas/Clara, Brazil 36 73
Jimmy/Joy, Taiwan 33 66
Johannes/Cielo/Timothy/Jeremy, Brazil 27 110
Abe/Joanna, Peru 27 110
John/Claire, Taiwan 26.5 53
Matthew/Micah, Taiwan 26.4 132
Miguel/Paloma/Ester, Brazil 26.0 104
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