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brotherhood
VIETNAM

MEXICO

MIDEAST

(From ASCRO:)

(From Ezekiel [of Sunny], Jason [of Cedar] and Jonathan W.:) 

(From Jim and Lily, [formerly Bani and Mercy]:) 

 Cephas was able to take the 
delegates’ meeting videos into Vietnam, which was a miracle, 

as videos are seen as "Western propaganda" and are difficult to 
get into the country. Our Vietnam team consists of seven adults, one 

senior teen, two JETTs and a baby.

We had about 70 
attendees to the Mexico delegates’ meetings (showing the delegates’ videos), some 

coming from as far away as Guatemala and Costa Rica! After the meetings, several 
young people decided to change fields. Many headed to Central American countries 
which have almost no brethren.  Pioneers! Another highlight was the wedding of Gabe 
(17) and Naomi (18)!

Our 12-day JETT/teen camp held 
during the end of March was the first of its kind in this part of the world! Many of our 
meals were provided by restaurant contacts within the city where the camp was 
held (there’s no Home there). As many can testify, it can be difficult for a road 

team of four to six people to provision meals out. However, our "team" of 23 
found ourselves with more invitations for meals out than we had nights 

available! 
The Lord supplied an ideal location to sit at the Lord’s feet, 

while partaking of the videos from King Peter and Gary. 
Many of the attendees received beautiful prophecies 

during this meeting, some for the first time. 
Boy, were we excited!
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 Dearest Mama,

I’m so glad you’re our “mother hen.” When new mailings come in, I

have this electric charge and excitement that I can hardly contain. I

usually end up jumping up and down a few times for joy! Each of the

Lord’s Words are so precious. They answer my questions and fill me. The

more you give, the more we want. Sometimes I feel so full that I can’t

absorb any more, but I want more and more. I want to comprehend

them fully, to have them written on the tables of my heart. I read all the

GNs at least twice when they first come out, and try to take notes.

I’ve never done anything “great” for the Lord like win a disciple or

any kind of shepherding, but I’ve seen the Lord’s hand in my life day by

day in the little things. Such tender care has often amazed me and I

feel unworthy of it. He truly is the best Husband there could be!

— a female YA, Europe
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 Dearest Mama,

     I love you so much! I want to express how much the New Wine has

been changing my heart and life. There’s an insatiable longing inside of me

for more; the feeling I get is like being in love or super hungry. The Word

has pulled me through these past months when I had nothing else to

turn to. Every question was answered one after another as each new

batch of mailings came. Please don’t let it stop! They’re life itself to me.

These past months I’ve lost many things that I loved dearly, but the

Lord in His love and mercy has spared my heart from feeling so badly;

instead I began to feel peace and hope. The problems are the same, but

it’s like He’s given me an immunity to the distress and discouragement

they can bring.

Thank you for your prayers for me and the prophecies you sent a few

months ago. I still read them and get more out of them each time. It’s all

being fulfilled.

— Keiko (20), Russia
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WS Pubs really started when Mama,

like a courtroom stenographer, began
typing Dad’s words right as he was
talking. (In those days, she was the
audience.) She used carbon paper to make
several copies at the same time, which
were mailed to the few existing Colonies.
A file copy was kept. Later, Mama would
record Dad’s talks with the newly-
introduced cassette recorder, and
transcribe them. At TSC, a mimeograph
stencil was cut (the ML was retyped), and
copies (usually one per Colony) made for
the now more numerous Family outposts.
Eventually, TSC acquired printing presses
to duplicate the increasing number of ML
copies needed. These quickly became
collectors items; a semi-complete set of
MLs was any Family member’s prize
possession. When additional copies of the
Letters were needed for pioneer teams,
they were made on the latest technological
marvel — a first-generation wet-copy
xerox machine.

It wasn’t until the expanding number
of loose MLs were compiled into volumes
that computers came into the picture. ML
Volume 1 and 2 (first printing 1976) were
retyped into the “old phonograph” (ML
#362, Volume 3), for typesetting
purposes (not kept on file). In the early
’80s, the WS Pubs teams began using
Apple II computers — and then later
IBM-compatible computers — to typeset
the MLs and other pubs. Columns of
printed-out text were pasted onto layout
sheets. Corrections were done by printing
out the replacement text, cutting it out
and pasting onto the already laid-out
pages, which were then shot on 35 mm
film from which films were made and the
pub eventually printed. It was not until
around 1985 (the MLs were in the
1600s), when word processing software
became more sophisticated, that the pubs
were corrected and finalized totally on
computer. From then on, WS began
keeping more accurate and complete
archives of pubs files on computer.

WS Pubs writers and editors found
that they needed a quick and efficient way
to refer to earlier pubs. Books like the
various Indexes, the Pubdex, KWICs and
the Daily-Dex were attempts to get a
handle on our ever-expanding library of
pubs. But what was needed was a master
index program to efficiently access the
pubs that were on computer. In 1983 Dad
lamented:

“Do you know what you need almost
above everything else right now? ... The
burden I have is a thorough synthesized
index of the MO Letters where you can
look up any word or any subject that you
want to know about and any name and

“In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was on paper.

And then the Word was made digital
and dwelt among us on CD.”

find it and be able to make a study of it in
the MO Letters. A really exhaustive index
would be almost the most useful tool our
Family could have!” (ML #1598:55,59).

Thus was born the need for two things:
an accurate and complete set of pubs files
on computer and an efficient program to
access and index this data.
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From the mid-1600s on, the MLs (and
other pubs) were archived. (This is where
the word HomeARC comes from: ARC for
the Homes.) As pubs were finalized and
sent out to the area print centers, copies
were stored on disks. When a prototype of
the HomeARC program (see “The
Program” section) was being developed,
these files served as the main body of data.
The obvious barrier to an effective index
and search program was the huge gap of
missing (or inaccurate) files (e.g., MLs
#A-1625 — Volume 1 through GN Book
14!; and the early FSMs). The only way to
catch up was to laboriously retype the
missing files from the books!

Rather than keeping hundreds of
Family members from their primary task
of preaching the Gospel, and having these
volunteers retype old MLs day and night,
we realized that this was a job for the
System, a lá “Use It”! WS commissioned
(your tithes at work! — literarily sharing
the know!) System typing companies in the
Third World to type the missing MLs. God
bless ASCRO and their teams in Manila
and Bombay for helping make this possible
(as well as the now spiritually well-fed
System typists!). The results of three years
of typing: about 1500 files of precious
MLs, interspersed with typos and missing
words — but a super God-send!

Some computer-whizzes out in Family-
land may wonder, “How come you didn’t
just scan the books, and then text-read the
files?”

The WS Pubs HomeARC team’s
response: “Scanning and text-reading was
not an option because many of the pages
were printed out on old dot-matrix
printers, and/or the characters were
touching, plus underlines touched the
letters, plus other problems would have
made the files much harder to correct than
the retyping errors mentioned above. Of
course, the scan/text-read method is valid
for clean, clear, printed pages.”

So, what to do with 1500 retyped files,
plus an additional 400 or so DB files in

DB1 and DB2, and a few more hundred
MLs that were already on computer, but
were drafts, not finals? Altogether, about
2,000 files needed to be proofread and
corrected — a job nearly as massive as
getting the typing done!

In this case we needed the help of
Family volunteers — lots of ’em! TTL for
our dear CROs and their staffs and their
Service Homes, etc., who volunteered to
get Word time in two-man teams, one
reading from the original ML, and the
other following along with a printout of
the computer file of the same ML, pen in
hand, marking corrections. Later,
corrections were made in the computer
file, then the corrections were checked,
and the file was sent back to the
HomeARC team for formatting and a final
check. The proofing was mainly to catch
missing or wrong words, not to perfect the
file, but if you do notice anything wrong in
your HomeARC version, please send us an
e-mail so that the integrity of our data can
be always improving! Your correction may
be immortalized on the next HomeARC
CD!

Some examples of notorious typos
caught before they got into the HomeARC
range from the ridiculous (“Feed the flock
of God” — was rendered “feed the clock
of God”) to the dangerous (“I hate ugly
sex” — was typed “I have ugly sex”), and
many more.

This proofing also took three years, and
was done concurrently with the typing. —
In fact, it still continues, with just a few
MLs left to do. There are many other old
pubs that will eventually be proofed, D.V.
GB our silent heroes and heroines, from
whose labors we have all benefited!
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The HomeARC program has been
developed in stages over the past 10 years
or so! Not only were most of the earlier
MLs not on computer, but until recently,
personal computers weren’t powerful
enough, so the first attempts at computer-
izing the Word were much different than
the current Windows-based HomeARC.

The first attempts at computerizing the
Word had to do with what we referred to
as the “Quote Sheets.” Many years ago,
Apollos and Lois (Dawn) started the Quote
Sheets in an attempt to categorize quotes
from the Word, as these were the raw

This was the most outstanding pub of the month, especially since we are
not able to have a library due to security. Until now, we have only had two
 sets of Daily Breads, and the current mailings — which we must destroy

 when we’re finished reading them. What an answer to our needs and prayers!
 — Matthew, Claire, Katrina and Maria, China

What a phenomenal work of God!
Abigail, our eldest daughter, who is deaf,
is learning to use the HomeARC and read
the Word. — Happy and Charity, India

It’s fantastic! We were missing one of
the Life With Grandpa books, so we
had a children’s devotions in front of

the computer, and having the
illustrations is another blessing. It’s a

dream come true to have all this at
our fingertips! — Steven, Angel and

Simeon, Thailand
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Now it’s so easy to dig into the Word.
From the youngest to the adults, we are

all getting into it and reading many
Letters which previously we didn’t have
in our library. — Gideon, Tamar, John

and Joany, Hong Kong

The HomeARC is our redemption. Our
library was so limited. It’s now

arrived — we love it! Whatta tool!!!
— Timothy, Russia

We use the HomeARC daily: for devo-
tions, mail ministry, parent time and

personal Word time! I can’t tell you how
flipped I am! — Christie, Ukraine

Excellent search routines! Fast! Thanks
to everyone who put together this

tremendous tool! A terrific Christmas
present! — Oliver, Liz and Sam, Ireland
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material used for writing various compila-
tions, Daily Mights etc,. These quotes were
originally sorted into categories such as
Faith, Healing, Love, etc., and retyped by
hand. As new Letters were published,
Apollos and Lois would add various key
quotes from each Letter to the appropriate
categories, which meant typing them at
the end of the respective Quote Sheets.
Some quotes applied to several categories
(there were eventually over 800 catego-

ries!); in such cases the same quote had to
be typed onto more than one sheet. These
Quote Sheets eventually became our first
computerized Word index. Several
different programs were developed — first
in dBase, then in BASIC — to help in the
processing of the Quote Sheet computer
files.

This project took several years and
ultimately resulted in the CAT Book
Index, which was generated directly from
these computerized Quote Sheet files.

About seven or eight years ago,
personal computers started having enough
power and storage capacity that we felt it
might be possible to develop a program
that could actually store many of our pubs
on computer, and also be able to index
them. The first attempts at this were a
long ways from the HomeARC  you
recently received, but over the years we
learned a lot about what worked and what
didn’t.

The HomeARC is actually the conver-
gence of several different tools that were
important to us. Computer security was
also becoming more and more important,
and tools for keeping our computer files
secure weren’t all that readily available,
so we were also developing different
programs for our computer security. The
HomeARC combines many of these
different tools into one program that is
hopefully simple to use.

The HomeARC is written in the C++
programming language, and while on the

outside it may look pretty simple, it is
probably as large as many commercial
programs. If you were to print out the
entire HomeARC source code, it would

take about 1600 GN-sized pages! Many
commercial programs might have hundreds of
programmers working on them, plus a large
support staff to handle phone and e-mail
inquiries. Well, we don’t have a staff anywhere
near that large! We only have a couple of
programmers and a few trainees, all of whom
have numerous other duties.

������
�����
The initial response to the HomeARC from

your TRFs (some included here) was a tremen-
dous encouragement to all of us who worked on
this project. However, had we continued to
receive only accolades, we would have been
disappointed. Most computer users look
forward to upgrades in both hardware and

software. After the initial orgasmic response to
the HomeARC, many of you became more
familiar with it, and you realized that not all the
MLs were in the HomeARC. We are thankful for
this Godly vacuum for “more, more, more!” from
Jesus’ insatiable brides!

The HomeARC is really a massive reprinting
project, and we felt it was better to get out what
we had ready in the first version, rather than
wait until it was complete.

The HomeARC MLs are also undergoing a
more thorough Pubs Purge, and for the first
HomeARC, we were not able to prepare all of our
pubs in time. Thus, the HomeARC team is
pressing in to make more material available as
soon as possible for the next HomeARC CD,
which will have more MLs and pubs, scanned
books and color posters, etc.

Please pray for those working on program-
ming, planning, proofing, correcting, pubs
purging, scanning, and checking the additional
material for the next set of HomeARC CDs.�
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babymania
By Jaz, Free Zine country

T o be very honest with you, after about the first week of
parenthood, Alec and I thought we had had about all we
could take. We can laugh now in looking back at those
moments of wrenching frustration, but they were — and
sometimes still are — very real.

I think it was Bethy who reassured me that the first few months are the
hardest. If you can make it through that time alive (and parenthood stud-
ies have proven that most people do), then you have a great and glorious
conquest behind you. Of course, I don’t know if after that it really gets
easier, but at least you adjust to this type of lifestyle!

Sometime within those notorious months, our yearly Tal-
ent Night rolled around. Most of you have prob-
ably heard Elvis Presley’s comic lament
“Heartbreak Hotel.” Well, as the
special “young parents’”
contribution, Alec,
B e t h y ,
K e a n a
and I per-
formed a
r e v i s e d
version of
that ballad,
which went as
follows (please
note that some
exaggeration has
been used for the
sake of humor — it
wasn’t always that
bad!):

Yep, I guess that’s about t h e
way it goes for a while! It seems that for
some reason unknown to us grown-ups, most babies
are born with the natural in- clination to sleep in the daytime
and they find the night is a great time to be awake! In reality, there’s of-
ten not a whole lot that you can do about it. But here are a few tips and
thoughts gathered from some of us barely-survivors.

* I’ve found that prayer is the very best baby-motivator. Try putting
the little resister on your prayer vigil list, or ask for prayer at mealtime
or devotions for him to get on a better sleep schedule.

* If you notice the baby takes a long nap in the late afternoon or
evening and then feels fresh and lively into the wee hours, try keeping her
awake during that time, so that she goes down later and is awake more of
the time when you are. (Not that it’s guaranteed to work — when Kim-
berly was very small and we tried to wake her from the midst of that four-
hour nap which began at six p.m., she would open her eyes, stretch, smile
— and go right back to sleep. That’s where the first option comes in
handy again!)

* If baby really doesn’t want anything else but to be walked around in
those wee hours, then resign yourself to the inevitable, and try to enjoy it
(another tip I got from Bethy)! If there’s another late-night lodger at the

Wide-Awake Hotel, you can catch up on fellowship time. Or if you’re
alone, take some personal prayer or praise time, catch up on memory
work — or if all else fails, put on a  video or some fun music to keep
your mind entertained while your feet do the rocking!

* Sometimes a different position helps. For a while, Kimberly
used to cry furiously when put in the traditional cradle-arm posi-
tion for rocking to sleep. But when Alec pioneered holding her the
opposite way, with her tummy-down along his arm and her head
over his elbow, she was able to look around and fell asleep with-
out even seeing it coming.

* If you’re trying to keep a baby awake later into the
evening in the hopes of a good night’s sleep, but the baby is
very tired, try giving him a ten-or 15-minute catnap to
take the edge off the fussiness. Sometimes if babies are
too tired they have a very hard time going to sleep — as
I’m sure you already know!!!

* Quite often once baby goes to sleep, she may wake
up again after several hours crying simply out of hun-
ger. If baby suffers from that oh-so-common “sleep-
ing-a-few-hours-then-waking-up” syndrome, I’ve
found that taking her into your bed and nursing back

to sleep often works. (If your baby is a chupie-chomper,
trying putting that back in first. If she still cries, then take her

in bed for a nurse.) The lights are off and everything is quiet, so I usually
just fall asleep with her on the breast, waking up a half-hour or an hour
later to find her asleep too, and then I put her back in her own bed. A few
times she’s nursed and was still wide awake but seemed quite happy to lie
next to us and wave her arms and legs around and “hack” as I call it (it’s
a mixture of gurgles, chomps and early coos). One time I left her between
us, cooing away, and I woke up 40 minutes later and she was still at it!

That’s babies! That’s life! — That’s ... ���������						�
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TEAMWORK PER
ADULT

TOTAL

SOUL SHINERS FOR MARCH ’97
Pablo E. (TS), Chile 530 1,591
Magdalena A/Sunshine F/Pedro A (DO), Mexico 341 3,761
Gabriel/Jemima (TS), Brazil 245 980
Paul/Vida/Joana/Frank (DO), Brazil 222 2,000
Timothy F/Rejoice E/Dove F/ (DO), U.S.A. 207 1,453
Jonathan/Clare (DO), Japan 182 546
John A/Erick/Esther/Maria (DO), Mexico 168 1,179
Madras Home (DO), India 150 901
Ezequiel/Rejoice/David R (DO), Brazil 130 652
Garden Home (DO), Thailand 128 1,786
Esteban/Amor (TS), Mexico 128 515

POSTER SHINERS FOR MARCH ’97
Jonathan/Esther/Rima (DO), Romania 2,483 14,900
Jonathan/Clare (DO), Japan 2,084 6,254
Jonathan/Sara (DO), Italy 1,500 3,000
Tommy/Lily (DO), Japan 1,122 4,490
Timothy F/Rejoice E/Dove F (DO), U.S.A. 1,107 7,754
Peter/Crystal/Joanna/Isaac (DO), South Africa 952 10,475
Steven/Katrina/Phil/Shiloh (DO), U.S.A. 924 9,240
Abner/Promise (TS), Japan 920 1,841
Michael/Maria (DO), Japan 895 2,687
Anthony/Talitha/Jonathan/Daniel (DO), South Africa 756 4,536

TAPE SHINERS FOR MARCH ’97
Pablo E. (TS), Chile 152 457
Harvest Gold/Ben Fisher (DO), U.S.A. 103 206
Pedro Fisher/Maria Fisher (DO), U.S.A. 71 142
David/Madelena/Ema P (TS), Brazil 67 271
Richard/Julia (TS), U.S.A. 60 120
Josue Miguel/Abigail M/Justin G (DO), Costa Rica 58 351
David/Heidi/Steve (DO), Czech Republic 53 268
Rebeca/Estrella Cromwell (DO), Colombia 50 101
Rufus Reuben/Dulce/Nina/Windy (DO), U.S.A. 48 193
Joshua/Faith/Martin (DO), Belgium 46 232

VIDEO SHINERS FOR MARCH ’97
Francesco/Claire (DO), Taiwan 37 75
Joseph/Rosa (DO), Chile 35 70
Bernardo/Clara/Talita (DO), Brazil 34 102
Matthew/Mercy (DO), Taiwan 31 125
John/Claire (DO), Taiwan 30 61
Emanuel/Rubi/Pablo/Teresa (DO), Ecuador 28 114
Abner/Maria/Jonathan (DO), Paraguay 28 85
Jimmy/Joy (DO), Taiwan 27 54
Jonathan/Priscila/Tamara (DO), Brazil 25 180
Jonas/Lisa/Branch/Vida (DO), Sweden 24 99
Joao/Clara/Aichan/Meiga/Joana (DO), Brazil 24 124

   MOVIES RATED FOR SENIOR TEENS AND UP

DONNIE BRASCO (1997)
Johnny Depp, Al Pacino

Intense drama/character study based on the true story
of an FBI agent who infiltrates the Mafia in order to
gather information on their activities. Some scenes of
extremely graphic violence; not for the faint-hearted.

MOVIES RATED FOR JUNIOR TEENS AND UP

LIAR, LIAR (1997)
Jim Carey, Justin Cooper

Comedy about a lawyer — a habitual liar with a his-
tory of broken promises to his young son — who is
bound by the boy’s birthday wish to tell only the truth
for 24 hours. Contains some crude and foul language
in places, but also has a good message and lessons.

LOVER’S KNOT (1996)
Tim Curry, Jennifer Grey

Romantic comedy about one of Cupid’s assistants,
who is assigned to bring a young couple together and
then to help them stay together. Good relationship les-
sons.

LOSING ISAIAH (1995)
Jessica Lange, Halle Berry, Marc John Jeffries

Tense emotional drama involving a custody case be-
tween a white family who adopted an abandoned crack
baby, and the rehabilitated black mother who wants
her son back. Many interesting points for discussion.

REBECCA (1940)
Laurence Olivier, Joan Fontaine

Psychological thriller, directed by Alfred Hitchcock,
about a young bride who finds her wealthy husband
still living in the haunting shadow of his first wife, who
is dead. (Black and White)

MOVIES RATED FOR OCS AND UP

ALASKA (1996)
Thora Birch, Vincent Kartheiser, Charlton Heston

Adventure drama about two young teens who em-
bark on a search for their father after his plane crashes
in the Alaskan wilderness. Some bad attitudes could
be discussed. It would also be good to explain to young
viewers the real-life risks of being in that type of sur-
vival situation and around polar bears, which are por-
trayed as friendly animals in the movie but are actually
dangerous carnivores.

BEAUTICIAN AND THE BEAST, THE (1997)
Fran Drescher, Timothy Dalton

Romantic comedy about a beautician who is hired to
educate the children of an East European dictator.

MOVIES RATED FOR MCS AND UP

SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN (1952)
Gene Kelly, Donald O’Connor, Debbie Reynolds

Musical/comedy set in the 1920s when Hollywood
first began the transition from silent movies to movies
with sound.

NON-RECOMMENDED MOVIES

LITTLE RASCALS, THE (Travis Tedford, Bug Hall; 1994)
RELIC, THE (Penelope Ann Miller; 1997)
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