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D. L. Moody is quoted as replying to someone who objected to his evangelistic

methods: �I prefer my way of doing things over your way of not doing them.�
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Dear Mama Maria,

Although I was only eight
when Grandpa went to
Heaven, I really felt like he
was a spiritual father to me.
I cried for awhile, thinking,
“What will happen now that
Grandpa is dead?”, but when
I heard that Peter had come
I thought: “Oh, everything is
under control.”

I am the second young-
est in a family of eight. We
are now pioneering in ex-Yu-
goslavia and witnessing to
many!

Please don’t give up,
Mama, if you are feeling down
about your eyes or something
else. I’m praying for you and I
know if the Lord permits, you
will be healed in no time.

Since I’m only 10 years
old, I’m not allowed to see all
the Summit videos, but I’ve
seen the ordination knight-
ing video, and when Peter and
Gary hugged everyone I just
wished I could give you all a
big hug. I guess I can in the
spirit. Thanks for always be-
ing ready to listen to your
children around the world.

— M. (male, 10), Europe

Precious Mama Maria,

I’m going through the best
moments in my life. This month
I joined a DO Home and
started my probation period.
Oh Jesus, I love You! I’ve waited
so long. We’ve been TSers for
five years. My mom really
needed my help, but now she is
joining a DO Home too. I really
learned to hold on to Jesus
all these years because there
wasn’t anyone else — no shep-
herds or other Family breth-

ren. In our DO Homes there is
always someone to talk to.

I’ve learned to value my
dear Family more. The Fam-
ily is definitely the best place
on Earth to be, and it’s where
I want to be for the rest of
my life. I’ve seen what teen-
agers have to go through in
the System, their heart-
aches and fears. The Lord
gave me so much love for
them, so now I just have to
try to reach them. I’ve seen a

little bit of Hell, and now I can
appreciate Heaven much
more. I’ll never find such lov-
ing brothers or sisters any-
where but in the Family.

Thank you, Mama, for
being our queen. Thank you
for submitting to Jesus and
leading us. Jesus, help me to
be willing to give everything I
have, like Mama and Peter, in
Jesus’ name.

— S. (female, 16), Brazil
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Dearest Mama and Peter,

I love you and am thank-
ful for how you so willingly and
sacrificially care for the Fam-
ily. I am writing to tell you
about when I first started
receiving prophecies. When it
was first suggested I take
time to hear from the Lord, I
thought it would be boring,
but I sat down and did it any-
way and I received a very en-
couraging prophecy.

But yet the most excit-
ing part is that about a
month later, a GN came out
that had a prophecy about

“time bombs” similar to one
I had received. The follow-
ing is the prophecy I re-
ceived:

“You have potential. I
know the things you’re going
through are very hard, but if
I have made something, in
time I will use it. Right now I
am planting a bomb in you.
You will be one of My ‘God’s
explosions’ in later years, in
the Last Days. Right now you
are being tested, but you
don’t exactly work just the
way I want you to. Some-
times you blow up the labo-

ratory and the people work-
ing in it. You need a lot of
work. You’ve got plenty of
gunpowder in you, but you
need to learn patience. Don’t
blow up at every little heat.
You need to learn timing to
wait until you’re finished and
put into My tank, so you can
be a useful tool in My hand.”
(End of prophecy.)

I hope my letter was an
encouragement to you in
some way.

— John Michael (12, of
Arthur and Meekness),

Thailand
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MOVIES RATED FOR

SENIOR TEENS  AND UP

ABSOLUTE POWER (1997)
Clint Eastwood, Gene Hackman, Ed Harris
  Thriller/character study about a thief who
witnesses a crime, which embroils him in
high-powered political intrigue. Beware of a
particularly unpleasant scene near the begin-
ning of the movie.

MOVIES RATED FOR JETTS AND UP

STAR WARS (1977)
Mark Hamil, Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher
  Sci-fi classic about a small group of humans
and their robot friends who embark on a mis-
sion to save the galaxy. Entertainment only.

EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, THE (1980)
Mark Hamil, Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher
  Second movie in the “Star Wars” trilogy —
the fight of good versus evil continues! Enter-
tainment only.

EDDIE (1996)
Whoopi Goldberg, Frank Langella, Dennis Fa-
rina
  Comedy about a basketball fan who be-
comes the head coach of a losing team. Some
foul language. Good points for discussion on
unity and on getting people to put forth their
best efforts.

ONE FINE DAY (1996)
Michelle Pfeiffer, George Clooney
  Romantic comedy about two divorced single
parents whose children and business affairs
become continually entangled during one
eventful day.

MOVIES RATED FOR MCS AND UP

FLINTSTONES, THE (1994)
John Goodman, Elizabeth Perkins
  Comedy based on the cartoon series by the
same name about a family and friends who
live on the cutting edge of Stone Age technol-
ogy. Contains some foolishness, but has good
lessons on the temptations of greed and pride.
Not recommended for repeated viewing.

FREE WILLY 2 (1995)
Jason James Richter, Michael Madsen
  A young teen boy’s younger half-brother
comes to live with him, and both learn about
love and acceptance — as well as about whales!
Beware of fairly strong promotion of American
Indian religion. Please be sure to discuss this
and clear up any confusion in the kids’ minds.
Kids should also realize that orcas (killer
whales) are not generally friendly and tame —
they are predators who eat fish, penguins, seals,
dolphins and other sea mammals. They have
not been known to attack people, but caution
is still recommended.

NON-RECOMMENDED MOVIES
CELTIC PRIDE (Damon Wayans, Dan
Aykroyd; 1996)
JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH (Paul Terry;
1996)
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babymania
By Jaz, Free Zine country

Here I am, and all ready to ans-
  wer the big question: What am
  I doing writing this column?

Well, I’ve always liked being with chil-
dren, although babies were never my strong

point. I could never understand what made
them tick, or how on earth you could keep from losing pa-
tience with their seemingly unpredictable and sometimes in-
consolable crying. — Guess what? Often I still don’t!

Seriously, though, babies are a very large part of many of
our lives! I have recently joined the parental ranks with my
now-three-month-old, Kimberly Chanel — and, judging from
the “great expectations” section of the Grapevine, many more
appear to be joining those ranks every day!

When the Grapevine crew first presented me with the idea
of doing this column about baby care, I was real excited about
it. But then I got a bit worried: What are people going to
think of me? What if everybody thinks I’m trying to promote
myself as a big authority or a self-appointed baby expert?

I don’t want you to think that, and that’s why I am telling
you about this trial, so that you can know that I really am just
a normal person, like everyone else. But I did think it would
be fun to have a section especially dedicated to our new gen-
eration of baby-boomers. A “voice for motherhood” — and
fatherhood, as Mama put it. Maybe if it prospers we could
even expand to a full mag, who knows?

Well, I guess it’ll become whatever the Lord helps us to
make it as we go along, but here’s what I’ve been thinking of so
far: What if you’re a new mom, are out in a pioneer situation
and you don’t have many or any baby-help pubs with you, and
you’re the only mother in the Home, so there are no wise heads
to give you experience-based counsel? Or what if you do have
the books, but aren’t quite sure where to start or how to use’m to
find the ideas or counsel that you need? Or what if you have
discovered a great solution that you think would be very useful
to others, and could save them going through something “the
hard way,” like you did? Or what if you have a question that you
have been asking everyone you could, but no one seems to have
come up with a satisfactory answer? What if all the books you
read say one thing, but your baby seems to do another?

In all those cases, you could just write in to this column,
and present your question, or offer your solution. How does
that sound? I haven’t had too much experience besides hands-
on with a feisty little three-month-old, but there are quite a
few happy mothers around here, and maybe if we all get our
heads together and research the answers in the Word, Family
pubs or other helpful childcare materials, we might come up
with some useful tips. What do you think? If you’re for it, then
start that input coming; the sooner the better!

We want it to be fun reading too — not just a boring list
of do’s and don’ts, so please share any personal experiences
you have had that are interesting or amusing — and I’ll share
some of mine with you! Let’s keep it personal!

To kick off this column, let me offer a few words on the
subject of occupying infants. When Kimberly was first born,
the main thing she did was sleep. As the weeks passed, though,
she started being awake more (no, really??). Yes, it’s a fact. I
don’t know why it was such a big shock to me, but what do you
do to occupy a one- or two-month old? They can’t crawl, they’re
too young to play with toys ... what can keep ‘em happy?

Let me say that I had virtually no ideas, so I dug around
in the pubs and ran to question some mothers who had suc-
cessfully survived this stage, and here are some ideas that
resulted, which you could try if you have been stumped by the
same. And if you’ve got more that I wasn’t enlightened to,
please contribute ‘em for all to partake of!

1The key here, as I see it, is that variety is the great pacifier. Find out
about how long your baby’s attention span is (you can tell it’s over when the
noise level in the room goes up), and switch between different activities.
And of course, different strokes for different babies — not everything that
my baby liked will do for yours, and vice versa!

2
* Lying on their backs with a bare bottom [this
gives their little usually diaper-clad area some
nice fresh air — especially helpful if they have
diaper rash! — and lots of good “kicking” ex-
ercise, and a chance to study the ceiling!]
* Try placing different interesting and bright
things around the baby while she’s lying on her
back. Kimberly loves arching her back and head
to try to see something bright that was right
behind her.

One fateful day, with one eye on
my computer screen and the other
conducting periodic checks on the
happy gurgler on the bed, I noticed
the room had gone unusually quiet,
apart from effortful groans and a
scrambling of little socks on the bed-
spread. I turned to see that she was
arching her back, curiously trying to

get a better upside-down look at the big red
plastic ball that was directly behind her. She
was very intent at this sport for quite a while,
till finally my innate motherly compassion took
me by storm, and I figured maybe I should lend
a helping hand.

I moved the ball over beside her where she
could see it easily, and, with a feeling of having
done the world a great service, I went back to
my typing. (If she liked it that much upside-
down, she’ll be ecstatic to have it right next to
her, right?!) Great was my shock then to hear
the wail rise like a siren after just a few seconds.
Then I saw that the challenge of trying to see
this nearly-out-of-sight object comprised a great
deal of the fun in itself! So I moved it back
behind, and she continued her great educational
experience. Of course, at other times when she
was feeling more tranquil, she greatly enjoyed
having a book, toy or dolly nearby while she was
on her back or side as well.

6
* I first put Kimberly in the walker
at about 2-1/2 months, and she
really likes it. At first she just hung
blissfully in midair, appreciating
the different viewpoint she got of
everything. Then we lowered the
seat to where her feet touch the
ground, and now she has started
scooting for herself! (Just be sure
that your baby is placed in securely,
padded with
towels or
whatever as
needed, so
they don’t
flop for-
ward or
back and
bonk them-
selves.)
* Baby exercises are lots of fun
for baby and parent. (See Ac-
tivity Book #3, pp.O4 and
O29.)
* Bath time (if this is pre-tried
and enjoyed) can give an extra
shot of zest into those tired-
evening hours when the cranks
begin to roll.

4
* Mobiles, music boxes and
hanging/moving things are a
great delight too.
* If your baby is a book-lover,
reading books can be lots of fun
to do together. Kimberly has
loved looking at books since the
first month! Her attention span
is currently about 2-1/2 kiddo
books (or about five minutes,
and sometimes less), but she is very
attentive to each page up till then.

One time I was reading her the
“baby quotes,” which I had colored
and collected into a big folder-book.
As I read each quote, I’d scoot the
book a teeny bit so that she would be
looking at the right picture. There’s
almost 50 of those quotes, though,
so by the time I got near the end I
was getting a bit bored. So I got the
bright idea of skipping one of the
sides, and just reading the one that
was immediately in front of her, and
then turning to the next page. But it
didn’t work! As soon as I read the
first side, I turned the page, but she
turned her head over to the other side,
waiting for that quote! “Ha, Mom!
You can’t fool me!”
* Having a mirror nearby (well-fas-
tened or positioned so it cannot fall
on the baby) is also a good way to
keep the baby occupied.

3
* If baby is bored with a ly-
ing down position, switch to
a sitting-up one for a while
— either in a baby chair,
propped up with pillows, or
safely tucked in the corner of
a couch near you.

5
* Play a music tape for fun and input! Or
SING! (Kimberly loves sitting propped up
on a pillow or a couch-corner, watching
her father play her songs on the guitar.)
* If you have a wind-up swing, they’re
very relaxing and soothing for babies,
giving mom many happy free/work mo-
ments!
* Try a roll-pillow! (You can make one by
rolling up some foam about a meter wide
and 15 cm in diameter. Tie it into shape,
then sew a simple pillowcase to fit over it.
You might want to put a cloth over the pil-
lowcase to save changing it every time it
gets soiled with spit-up, though!) Drape
the baby over the pillow, with tummy or
chest on the roll (arms on one side, legs on
the other). Then you can put things to look
at on the other side of it — open books
(watch that spit-up!), a mirror, plastic flow-
ers, stuffed animals, colorful pictures, etc.
(Check out Activity Book III, pgs. O8, O15,
O20, O21 and O24 for more ideas relating
to roll-pillows.)�
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We had the burden to
move from the US to

India, but because of the
expense of tickets and land-
ing funds for us and our five
children, we didn’t know if
we could manage it. A
single mother in our Home
with three children also
wanted to go to the field.
To our natural reasoning, it
seemed that if we helped
her, none of us would make
it anywhere, as it was a
large sum of money to raise
at a time when we were
barely managing to pay our
rent!

On our monthly prayer
day we prayed desperately
for funds to get our family
to India. However, when
hearing from the Lord later
that day, He showed us that
if we would invite this
single mother and her girls
to come with us, He would
supply enough for all 11 of
us to get to India! So we
did, and they were a big
help and blessing with all
the preparations and care
of the children. Within only
four months all 11 of us
were in India! It really does
“pay” to obey the Lord and
help our single mothers!
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Although there are pres-
ently no single parents

in my Home, and I can’t help
them physically, I’ve decided
to regularly uphold them in
my prayers. I believe that
prayer changes things, and
that the Lord can use even
these little prayers.
��	$����������	��!��������

Sometimes us girls (in
particular) get riled up

when the subject of single
moms comes up, and I
think we can tend to have a
bit of a System attitude
about it. I agree that men
should take more responsi-
bility for the children they
father, and that the ideal is
for the parents to get to-
gether, at least for the
children’s sake. At the
same time, I don’t think we
should look down on every
man that doesn’t marry the
mother, thinking he’s out of
it or selfish. Maybe the
Lord showed them it wasn’t
His will. There’s probably a
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(From Jenna:) Here is the wrap-up on the topic of
single mothers! Very interesting input from all of
you — let’s put some of these good ideas into
practice in our Homes, what do you say?

lot we don’t see. Sometimes
we get into an “it’s all the
guy’s fault” type of attitude
when it’s really a two-way
street. It does take two to
tango.

If we all follow the coun-
sel in “Go for the Gold”
wholeheartedly, praying,
seeking the Lord and coun-
seling together before
jumping into something,
then the situation with our
single moms — at least the
future single moms —
would be solved, or at least
a lot of it would be.
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I feel so blessed, fulfilled
and cared for in this

busy, little Home with folks
I love and feel very close
to. Of course little problems
crop up, as anywhere! If I
feel my kids aren’t treated
fairly and
I’m open
and honest
about it,
things get
c h a n g e d .
I’ve seen that it pays to hear
others’ opinions and expla-
nations, as I then realize cer-
tain decisions that hurt me
were not intentional, but just
blunders of the mind. I do
pray that my kids get closer
to others besides me.

The only trial which is a
constant battle for me is
loneliness, especially when
the day is done and I know
couples are having love-ups,
talk-times and decision-
making. It gets rather lonely.
It’s not just a need for sex
(though it would be nice too),
but more for someone to be
special to.
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All of my children have
different fathers (all

Family members), and it’s
hard to understand why the
daddies of my children
haven’t wanted to have any-
thing to do with their kids.
It has been especially hurt-
ful when the father was
someone I had been close
to or who had prayed for me
to have their baby. During
the time I was a single
mother, it was not only hard
physically without a daddy,
but the spiritual support was
lacking also.

The things that have hap-
pened relating to my children
have served to break me and
taught me to forsake bitter-
ness, so all things are work-
ing together for good. I did
put it all behind me, and the
Lord blessed me with a mate
who is everything I need and
desire for my children.

God bless all the sacrifi-
cial dads, like my mate, who
are laying down their lives
to help. And to all of the
“lost” fathers: I think some
of you are missing out on a
lot of joy by neglecting to be
even a small part of your
children’s lives.
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When on the field in
Southeast Asia, I

was helping a single mom
with her two kids for awhile.
I’m sure she was happy for
my help and so was I, as she
helped me with my needs, ha!
I would have been happy to
get mated to her, but it didn’t
work out. So single moms,
if you receive help from a
single brother, don’t let him
go. And you single brothers
in a Home — you can be a
father figure for her kids.
���$��������	��!�������

I agree with all the Let-
ters that talk about tak-

ing good care of single
mothers and their children
as our own. I certainly feel
that is the ideal we all
should strive and pray for.
From my personal experi-
ence these last few years I
feel that some people
(granted, not all) have
taken that as an excuse for
a form of laziness.

As a married mother, I
feel almost guilty for having
a husband. My husband was
extremely busy and I had to
handle our children alone
just as much as a single
mother would have to. When

my husband was around, he
was under pressure to be
with the other single moth-
ers, to the point where there
was never enough he could
do for them. Still, because I
was “married,” I was left
with running of the Home,
JJTs, meals, etc.

In all fairness, with
healthy able-bodied mothers
— single or not — we all
should share in the load, oth-
erwise it’s still not the One
Wife vision. If only the single
mothers can ask for help and
aren’t themselves expected
to help, the load on the mar-
ried mothers is quite heavy.

I know this doesn’t apply
for all single mothers. I know
some who did their share of
Home responsibilities and did
not make everyone feel guilty
about their “load in life.” I
guess if the Lord allows some-

one to be a single
mother, the best
thing is to accept
that cheerfully,
just as marriage is
not always easy

and we have to do the best
with it also.
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As a single mom for five
years, with five young

children, I’d like to express
my gratitude to all the dad-
dies who took time to teach
and train my children, to cor-
rect them, to take care of them
when I was on faith trips
sometimes for several weeks
at a time, etc. As many “prob-
lems” as we think the Family
may have, it’s still many times
better than anything else I
know of.

During several years
when my husband and I were
apart, I was very busy and
often on the road in the mis-
sion field of Thailand. I had
trials about not being able
to spend more time with my
children, but there were al-
ways daddies (and mommies
too) who invited my kids to
join their own children for
activities.

Peter spent parent days
with me and my children,
taking them for outings, even
joining us for parent-teacher
meetings. Tim, who was on
the teamwork (outreach and
JETT shepherd), had fun

get-out times with my boys,
and spent hours talking
with them and trying to help
them get the victory when
they were naughty.

Years later my boys
clearly remember these
times that were spent with
them — when uncle John
Fix-It played a game of tag
and chased them all
throughout the house, or
built a teepee for them;
when they were sick with
chickenpox and he stayed up
building Lego houses and
playing board games with
them. Micah sang them
funny songs and played base-
ball with them; Thai Gideon
told them interesting stories
about when he was a young
boy in Thai school.

They also remember
Stephan, who made a spe-
cial snack for them with
hot-dogs, French cheese
and French mustard, after
visiting his relatives in
France. The kids still talk
about David Komic, who
was full of fun ideas for
skits and activities, who
drew amazing and amusing
pictures on the white board
to illustrate his classes.
Cephas caught big lizards
with his bare hands and
kept them in a bucket (to
the horror of us girls) to
show them to the kids. He’s
been some kind of hero for
years in the minds of my
boys.

I later moved with my
four youngest children to
Malaysia, where we lived
and worked with French
John and Meekness and
their eight children. When-
ever John and Meekness
took their children any-
where, they always took a
couple of mine (and some-
times all of them). We
would take turns with the
children, talking with them
or taking them places.

John (a new disciple from
Malaysia) would take my
boys on hikes to the fitness
park or to the beach, and
played hide-and-go-seek
games with them in the for-
est. He invented a fun game
that the children played on
the floor with fortresses,
ships, treasures and all. He
and the kids worked to-
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gether for months to build a
large cardboard castle on
the balcony.

 Although we faced
many problems with hous-
ing, support, outreach and
personnel, my children
hardly remember any of the
problems; but they have
spent many happy hours
recalling all the exciting
events they experienced in
those situations. The big-
gest thing our children have
learned is that there are
always uncles and aunties
who love them and are will-
ing to see them through
whatever battles they may
be facing!

The Lord has seen fit to
put my husband and I back
together again, for which I
am very thankful. But I’m
also thankful for the times
when my children and I
learned valuable lessons
through having to learn to
work with and depend on
other Family members.
����������������!�����	�

I have seen different kinds
of single moms. There are

the ones who have accepted
motherhood; who consider it
their life’s calling to raise
their kids. They don’t dump
their kids on the Home, but
show appreciation for any
help they receive from oth-
ers. Such sisters are a bless-
ing in any Home. Even
though they have a big cross
to carry, they carry it cheer-
fully, sacrificially and hum-
bly. They don’t just depend
on “the Home” to supply all
their needs. Even if they
don’t bring in finances, they
are saving and austerity-
minded. They train their kids
to be soldiers for Jesus by
being a sample of it them-
selves. In the Lord’s eyes,
such yielded sisters must be
some of His great queens.

I’ve also seen the de-
manding ones, who have a
hard time yielding to the
high calling of motherhood,
and prefer to feel that their
kids are everyone else’s re-
sponsibility. It seems that no
matter how much you do for
them, it’s never enough. They
have a harder time being
happy and finding a Home
that is happy to have them,

so naturally they might feel:
“Everyone considers me
such a burden. Doesn’t the
Charter say that we need to
take care of our single
moms? What’s wrong with
the Family?” It could be
their own attitude that
makes it harder for others
to feel like helping them.

Then there are the inex-
perienced ones who need
more help, support and
shepherding to uphold the
Family standard with their
kids. The Bible says to
“support the weak” so they
can be strengthened.

I would like to encourage
single moms that when
things seem to go wrong, it
pays to trust Jesus and yield
and fight, instead of blam-
ing circumstances and con-
ditions. I was a single mom
with three little ones, and
didn’t get a mate until my
youngest was a JETT. Al-
though I spent many nights
praying and crying myself to
sleep because I felt lonely,
helpless, desperate and in-
capable of raising my kids,
I can truly say that through
it all I learned to lean on
Jesus and to trust in His
Word. I learned to be a sol-
dier, because the only way
to make it was to fight!
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To have someone spend
time with my children

and truly love them like
they are their own would
make me happier than any-
thing else. When my little
one is fussy, to have some-
one come and take her and
just be a daddy to her, like
I see other daddies do with
their kids, would thrill me.
To see a brother take my
JETT for Word time, a fun
get-out or to talk to her just
’cause he loves her and un-
derstands her need for a
father figure would bring
tears to my eyes.

I long for friendship,
someone to invite me on a
walk (male or female), some-
one I can laugh and have fun
with. It would be nice to have
a little free time or to get a
massage. It would be nice for
someone else besides my
JETT to let me finish my din-
ner before my toddler is rac-

ing around the house. I of-
ten feel lonely and I think
many people equate that
with a need for sex, when it’s
often just friendship I need.
Sometimes I just need to feel
— as my children do — that
we’re special and important
to someone.

I feel our YA and SGA
guys could do a little bet-
ter in being gentlemen to
single moms and having a
bit more compassion and
understanding that we can’t
rush around as fast or
“split” at a moment’s no-
tice with a little toddler.
How nice it would be if they
noticed that my hands were
full and picked my little one
up or helped me. I’ll do my
best to be a gentlewoman
too!
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My mom is single, so as
you can imagine, I

have a lot of feelings on the
subject. I feel that single
mothers aren’t respected or
considered as much as two -
parent families. In our
Home the children do not
listen to or obey the two
single mothers we have. They
often tease, play tricks and
talk back to them, whereas
they behave with the couples.

Our two single moms do
a lot for our Home and it
hurts me when I see them
talked down to or not given
the same consideration as
couples. One single mother
takes care of our YC group
all day, every day (except
Family day) without com-
plaint. My mom provisions
three days a week, witnesses
the other three days and
does pick-ups every other
Monday.

Sometimes on video
nights people reserve seats
for the couples or for those
coming Home from witness-
ing, or people will save plates
for the mommies and dad-
dies, but no one thinks of the
single parents. These little
areas are definitely a place
to start as far as making our
singles feel more loved and
cared for.

When I was younger, I
used to feel left out on Fam-
ily days, because all the fami-
lies would go out for the day,

but we didn’t have a car, so
it didn’t always work out for
us. Now that I’m older it’s a
different story, but I see
other kids (of single parents)
going through the same
thing and it breaks my heart.

���	����� !�����

We girls are respon-
sible for the results of

our decisions. The girl
shouldn’t necessarily ex-
pect the guy to support her,
’cause, as far as I see, she
was in on the act and is just
as responsible. Anyway,
money isn’t gonna help you
cope with the psychological
stress of having your child
ask you, “Why don’t I have
someone to call daddy, or a
lap to sit on like the other
kids?”

Kids will not see money
as a parent and it will not
stop the asking. I might be
wrong, but being the daugh-
ter of a single mom myself
makes me see things differ-

ently. Come on, let’s give the
guys a break! We females
enjoy sex too.

Kids are not handicaps
and definitely no punish-
ment. The Lord gives them
to those who He knows will
be able to handle them, and
are strong enough to give
them the love and care that
two parents can give. I know
my mom has done a great
job!
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Having grown up as the
child of a single mom

pioneering India when we
were all very young, I expe-
rienced how difficult it can
be. As the eldest, I was aware
of the hardships my mom
faced being a single parent.
Sometimes other Homes
didn’t respond so enthusi-
astically to the idea of tak-
ing us in. Since we now have
so many single moms in the
Family, I heartily agree that
we need to take steps to pro-
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tect and help our single moms and
to make it easier for them. Maybe
as a whole our attitude needs to
change to where it would be the rare
exception — not just the easy way
out — to not get married. If God
gives you a baby, He might just be
trying to say something.

���$��	�����������	��!�
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Ican’t help but feel that our single
moms come across a bit de-

manding at times, not always do-
ing what they can do to help them-
selves or the Home, but instead
looking to see what others are go-
ing to do for them.

My mother was a single mom. I
was born when she was 16 years old
and she had my brother two years
later. My dad died around that time.
I grew up in a country where wel-
fare does not exist. It was rough
physically at times and we learned
to do without a lot of extras. My
mom had very little help in taking
care of us and also had to hold a
full-time job — but it made a fighter
out of her. Sometimes I think our
single moms don’t realize how good
they have it in the Family!

�������������	����	����

I am a single mom with five kids,
but my life changed when the

Lord touched the hearts of a sweet
couple with two teen girls to adopt
us as their own family, even at the
cost of some personal sacrifice.
They were ready to go to the mis-
sion field, but waited for us so we
could go together. Now we’re a big
team, and they can’t find a Home
as easily as before, but I know the
Lord is blessing them. Thank God
for my precious Family! My kids
are much more secure and happy.

���$����������	��!�������

Iwas encouraged that Mama is
so concerned about the welfare

of single moms. I am a single mom
and have been tempted at times to
feel like I’m a burden. It’s not the
Home in general that makes me feel
that way, but I have gotten com-
ments from teens and YAs — when
I’m not able to do as much as every-
one else — that I shouldn’t have
“jumped without a parachute” (re-
ferring to birth control). I’m sad to
see that attitude, and I don’t think
the teens will understand until they
have kids of their own.

Becoming a mother has helped
me see the other side, and has given
me a heart for kids and parents.
I’ve always loved kids, but I never
realized before how much it hurts

a parent when you tell them their
kids are “brats” or that you don’t
want to take care of them. Having
a baby has helped me to grow up
and has given me more insight.
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In my Home we have a number
of single moms, and I’m happy

to try to help them and their kids.
I have dates with a number of them
and my wife is very good about it.

I’ve noticed that in the GNs
there’s a lot on the men needing to
help the women, but I think some-
thing needs to be said to the single
moms about understanding the
male/female thing. In Dad’s Let-
ters (see Male or Female), he ex-
plains how females want security, a
husband, provider, a father, etc.,
while what the man wants is sex.

The single moms could try to
make themselves look a little more
pleasant sometimes. If a guy is tak-
ing care of their kids and helping
them, it would be nice if they put a

little spunk into their love life. It’s
nice when they try to be attractive
and put a little effort into giving
the man what he wants when he’s
giving them what they want.
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Ihave worked with many
 single mothers. Sometimes it

takes a lot of work, but God has
never failed to bless it, and my
photo album is full of pictures of
big things that happened when
working with single mothers. I
married a single mother with a
couple of kids. The kids and I are
very close and I greatly admire the
strength I see in her.
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My mother is a single mom
with seven children. She has

done a tremendous job of raising us.
We’re no angels, but we all love,
admire and respect her, the Lord and
the Word. — That’s quite a feat!
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I always considered her a won-

derful mother, and knew that it was
tough raising us on her own, but
only in recent years — when I dis-
covered how much of herself she has
sacrificed to love, care and provide
us with all of our needs — did I real-
ize that she is a super mom (as are
other mothers like her)!

We often don’t see the prayers,
blood, sweat and tears that our
mothers put into the raising of their
children. The simplest gestures of
love and kindness are a breath of
fresh air for our mothers who lit-
erally serve their little ones 24
hours a day, not to mention their
Home responsibilities!

I know what my mother appre-
ciates the most are people who take
the time to pour into her children;
to stop and greet them, give them a
hug or kiss; acknowledge them, en-
courage them, talk to them. Can’t
we do that for our single mothers?
Can’t we do it for our children?
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�>Û�`É���>Ê/-®]Ê�iÝ�V� £]£nÓ Ó]ÎÈx
*iÌiÀÉ��ÞÊ iÜ��«iÊ�"®]Ê�iÝ�V� Ç£x £]{Î£
�>�Õi�É��ÞÉ�i�`�É
�>À>Ê�"®]Ê6i�iâÕi�> xÎÎ Î]Óää
Dan/Abi/John (DO), India 391 3,126
Pablo E (TS), Chile 260 780
Servant/Phoebe Holyhole (TS), Mexico 233 700
Delhi Deaf Ministry Home (DO), India 223 890
J.B./Abby/Fanny/Jazmine (DO), Mexico 193 965
Josue/Maria Fiel (TS), Mexico 183 1,102
Nehemias Swiss/Rosa (TS), Brazil 177 355

*"-/,Ê-�� ,-Ê�",Ê�	,1�,9]Ê½�Ç

*����«É�ii��iÃÃÊ�"®]Ê >��L�> £]änÎ Ó]£Èx
-�����É-ÌiÛi�Ê����É*���É�>ÌÀ��>Ê�"®]Ê1-� nnn n]nnÇ
/���Ì�ÞÊ�°É,i���ViÊÛiÉ��ÛiÊ�Ê�"®]Ê1-� n{{ x]�£Î
Abner/Promise (TS), Japan 666 1,332
Francis/Joanna R/Maria N/Melodie (DO), USA 653 7,193
New World BB (DO), Japan 652 2,609
DPG (DO), Japan 632 2,529
Andrew Gr/Crystal/Angela Dr/Maureen (DO), USA 610 3,664
Pines Home (DO), Japan 562 3,377
Victor B/Love/Luz (DO), USA 556 2,783

/�*Ê-�� ,-Ê�",Ê�	,1�,9]Ê½�Ç

��`ÞÉ	iV�ÞÉ��>�É�À>�V�ÃÊ�"®]Ê,ÕÃÃ�> £xä £]xää
*>L��Ê°Ê/-®]Ê
���i ££n ÎxÈ
,�V�>À`É�Õ��>Ê/-®]Ê1-� £ä£ ÓäÎ
Ben Fisher/Harvest Gold (DO), USA 86 173
Josue Miguel/Abigail M/Justin G (DO), Costa Rica 72 362
Andrew Gr/Crystal/Angela Dr/Maureen (DO), USA 57 347
John/Beth (DO), Belgium 49.5 198
Samuel/Clara (TS), Spain 49.0 98
Jonatan/Clara/Abner/Felicidad (DO), Colombia 47 191
Jay/Nina (TS), USA 47 189

6��"Ê-�� ,-Ê�",Ê�	,1�,9]Ê½�Ç


/"Ê�"®]Ê/>�Ü>� ÎÓ £Îä
"Vi>�Û�iÜÊ�"®]Ê/>�Ü>� ÓÇ ££ä
 >ÌÉÃÌ�iÀÉ	i�É/�Àâ>�Ê�"®]Ê-�Ê�vÀ�V> ÓÈ Ó£Î
Francisco/Paloma/Vicky (DO), Ecuador 25 150
Emanuel/Rubi/Pablo (DO), Ecuador 23 115
Cephas/Clara (DO), Brazil 22 44
Joao/Maria (DO), Brazil 21 43
Jimmy/Joy (DO), Taiwan 20 60
Philip/Meekness (DO), Namibia 19 38
Ana Ceu/Estevao/Sara (DO), Brazil 18 149
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