
REPAIRING OH BFPI ACt«r, 

- T r i n s l i t e d f r o m the original by James Penn. 

Elec t r ic plugs (or "male" sockets) are a t ­
tached to tha end of the e lec t r i ca l cord of 
e lec t r i ca l appliances, i are used to connect 
them to the e lec t r i ca l current . 

Simple plugs are composed of a body of p las t ic 
or rubber with two prongs to which are connected 
the two wires of the e lec t r i ca l cord. Plugs for 
appliances that are grounded by a grounding line 
have three prongs or two prongs 1 a hole as they 
have three wfres In them. rou may also run Into 
lone plugs that have four prongs when the appl i ­
ance is to be used on a trlphase c i r c u i t . (This 
class only deals with simple two wire plugs.) 

Many mishaps are caused by plugs that are in 
bad condition, as they are quite fragile I are 
often very roughly handled: 
•Th* lamp or appliance does not work when 
plugged In. In th i s case, s t a r t by trying the 
lamp In another wall socket, to ensure that the 
problem i s not due to the lampbulb, or a faulty 
wall socket. If th i s 1$ not the problem, one of 
the wires In the In te r ior of the plug must have 
become disconnected. 
•The plugged-in appliance works haphazardly, or 
there are sparks whin I t Is plugged In. This 
could be because of a loose connection due to 
the prongs being Incorrectly fixed, or a bad 
connection In the In te r ior of the plug. 
•There are a lot of sparks when the appliance 
Is plugged in accompanied by the blowing of the 
fuse or c i r c u i t breaker. This is due to a "short 
c i r cu i t " caused by the di rec t contact of the 
two wires In the in te r ior of the plug. In case 
of problems, s t a r t by taking apart the plug 4 
check the connections. The repair of e lec t r i ca l 
plugs is simple & Is not dangerous. 

WHAT YOU HILL NEED 

TOOLS ACCESSORIES 

•A small e lec­
t r i c i a n ' s screwdriver 
*A sharp knife 
*Wtr* cu t t e r s or a 
big pair of scissors 

•If necessary, a 
new e l ec t r i c plug 

1 ) There are several different types of elec­
t r ica l plugs: 
•To take apart type I , unscrew the central screw 
which holds the two covers to the plug. The 
e lec t r i ca l wires are enclosed in the ends of the 
prongs 5 are held there by a small screw on each 
prong. 
•On type 2, the prongs are screwed into the body 
of the plug. Unscrew them by hand, or if necess­
ary with the blade of a knife. The wires are 
wrapped around the base of the prongs, Sare held 
t ight ly there when the prongs are screwed in. 
•The prong-holder of type 3 is fixed Into the 
pliable cover of the plug. To take i t apart , 
squeeze the cover between your thumb i index 
finger S pull on the prongs or the prong-holder. 

2) The bad condition of the ends of the wires 
Is frequently the cause of problems. So you must 
s t a r t with the preparation of the wires. 
•Remove the damaged ends by cutting the wire 
with a pair of scissors or a wire cu t te r . 
•Pull apart the two parts of the cord for about 
three centimeters to separate the two e lec t r ica l 
wlres. 

3) With a sharp knife, cut the plas t ic insula­
tion off the ends of the wires for about one 
centimeter. (Be careful not to cut the l i t t l e 
strands of wire.) Twist these bare ends, & fo ld 
them back on themselves. 

4) To connect them: 
•For types 1 & 3 put the ends of the wires in their 
holes (after having made place for thpm by un­
screwing the screws a b i t ) , ft then tighten Uir 
small retaining screws. 
•For type 2, fold the ends of the wire In the 
shape of a r ing, within which you put the screw 
base of the prong. Then screw the prong into i t s 
place k tighten i t with the blade of a knife. 
5) All that remains to do is to put the cover 

back on, making cer tain that the position of the 
wires inside does not prevent the cover from 
closing completely. Then plug in the appliance 
to tes t your repa i r . 

R E C O H H E H O A T I O N S : 

•In th* case of simple plugs with only two wires, each wire can be hooked to ei ther of the two prongs 
This Is not the case with three or four prong plugs, for which each wire must be carefully re-con­
nected to i t s original prong. 
•Certain e lec t r i ca l appliances have plugs that are a l i t t l e too big for normal wall sockets. In this 
case, cut the wire a replace the plug with a normal plug, or buy a small cheap adapter plug at an 
e lec t r i ca l supply shop. 
•If the plug Is old 4 in bad condition, replace i t so that you do not have the same problea again. 
•Avoid pull ing on the cord when you want to unplug the appliance. I t won't stand up to this s e t a' 
treatment, 1 you might also loosen the wall socket. 
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TOOLS 
«HedluM size screw 
driver 
•A knife 
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•a. f lash l ight 
•Stepladder 
•Soavt extra fuses 
( f r o . an e l ec t r i ca l 
shop, hardware dealer 
— h.iuiyman shop) 
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