RE: BEING HONEST WITH AUTHORITIES!
DO 1785 6/84

1.1 think the only time that denying outright & absolutely
that you are a Family Member might be necessary & applicable
would be when you’re pretty sure the people questioning you
don’t know, & that it would actually do any good. But when there
is a major investigation & they know, they already have your
names & they know who you are & they’ve already got pictures
& the proof & evidence & everything, to deny up & down that
you’re a Family Member sounds kind of ridiculous when they
know you are! I don’t think it’s a very good testimony.

2. I don’t know, I just don’t have a good feeling about it
that they’d just lie like that when the Police already knew who
they were. (Maria: Like you said, if they catch you in one lie, then
they are very suspicious of anything else you say & they don't
know what to believe, whether all the accusations are true or false,
they don’t know.)

3. There is nothing the Police hate like lying! They can spot
it almost any time! And a lot of times they just ask you questions
deliberately when they already know the answer, just to see if
you’ll lie about it! That’s one of the tests the Police give, to ask
you questions to which they already know the answers just to see
if you'll lie! And if you do, then they don’t trust you for any-
thing!—Not that it would have done them any good there, but I
think it might have been a better testimony.

4, (Maria: I read about some Christians going in through
delicate borders who just determined beforehand that they’d
never lie & that the Lord would just have to protect them, you
know. They sort of made an agreement with Him that they’d just
always be truthful & that He would have to protect them in some
way, & He always did.) That’s what we’ve done, really, because
I just don’t like lying & I don’t think the Lord does either!

5. I think there are unusual extenuating circumstances,
rare occasions, & it even happened in the Bible (See 2Sam.

17:17-20), where you might be almost forced to not tell the truth
to save your life or somebody eise’s, but I certainly don’t think
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you should ever lie unless it is absolutely necessary! I really think
if there is any chance at all that the Police already know, I think
they’d really rather hear you tell the truth. I think they’d even ad-
mire you for it!

6. (Maria: And then you’d have a good chance to stick up
for your beliefs & give your side of the story & give the posi-
tive side of the message & dispel a lot of the lies!) Exactly! Then
you could be a good witness. If you tell the truth about that, then
they’ll believe you're telling the truth about other things.

7. But it really hurts me to hear that people lie & swear
up & down that they’re not one of us, when they are & when
the Police probably know they are! (Maria: I wonder if they
could have gotten that impression from what we did in Malta?)
Yes, but look how much good it did us there—none at all! They
just kept after us all the more because I think they knew we were
lying! (Maria: Well, I'm afraid we might have given the impres-
sion: that that was the correct thing to do, because we made it
very clear in those Letters that that’s what we did & that’s
probably what they should do too in a similar situation. And like
you say, it didn’t do much good.) They still took Alf to jail
anyway! They still searched the house anyhow, & they still gave
us notice to leave the country anyway! So obviously they didn’t
believe us anyhow.—So what good did it do? I think it was a bad
testimony!

WHY REBUKES BEFORE ALL?
—So Others May Fear!—1Tim.5:20.

DO 1795 9/74
Maria No.7

(A good lesson to all from Maria on why it’s so good to be
exposed for our mistakes so all can benefit! Written 9/74 to the
Royal Family, but still true today as seen in recent Letters about
problem cases & prodigals!)

1. This is just a small little note by just little ol’ me, but I
think you’d better sit up & take notice. In the past few days,
work on editing & getting the Worldwide Family Letters to the
kids has all but stopped. Why? Because of a few well-meaning,
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