but he encouraged my faith & he kind of coaxed me & then gave
me the faith to get something, which I thought was even more im-
portant for me. I got later on that it was "a time of preparation,
because we’re going to be sent forth to battle". I don’t know,
maybe it was just for me or for a few people, so I was really real-
ly thankful that he was there to teach us!) (Sara: That’s so impor-
tanlz That’s such a standard for the Family how he went about
that!)

17. (Marianne: I know personally leading meetings, a lot
of times I spent more time wondering if it was really the Lord
what people were saying or why they were saying it, & actually
not getting things from the Lord myself but analysing people’s

rophecies. But he was just receiving it all & priming & wanting
it & encouraging us that he was expecting it & not trying to judge,
& that was just a real lesson!)

18. (Fam: On the personal lesson side, I learned about
prophecy & how it works, because before I had always thought,
"Well, it’s not my gift". Or sometimes I'd get verses or visions &
I had the faith for that, but to actually prophesy, that had been one
of my questions, if I could do it or not or how it works. I didn’t
realise that when you’re getting just a phrase that that’s the Lord
speaking to you & that you don’t have to get more than one
phrase, but I always thought, "Oh my! Well, that’s only just a lit-
tle bit, should I give that?" or "Is this the right time?" Or "If I give
that, is it right?” So I didn’t know.

19. (So I learned last night, especially when Dad was com-
manding the Lord to speak, & us too, thatit was the Lord put-
ting that in my head & I didn’t have fo think about it or try to
reason it out, but that He’d give more. So I did it, but then I
thought, "Well, is thatit?", & I squelched the Spirit myself, when
1 could’ve given more, Then what I was going to give but didn’t
give it all, somebody else just about one or two prophecies later
gave the exact words! So that was a real good lesson to me about
prophecy, as far as understanding it & how it works—that that
phrase that the Lord’s given you is the Lord & He wants you to
give it, & then He’ll give you the rest. "Give & it shall be given
unto you."—Luk.6:38. So that was a personal lesson, that was ex-
citing, TYL!)
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20. (Peter: It was a tremendous personal victory for me, as
for many years I’ve pretty much squelched the gift of
prophecy. When 1 first joined the Family I used to prophesy
often, but I eventually went a bit overboard & gota littlE: tripped
off, & since thenI've always been very careful, actually too care-
ful. I would still prophesy, but very rarely. But Dad’s coaxing,
commanding & rebuking the Enemy really set me free & gave
me the faith once again. As always it took his Words to liberate
me, to loose the bands of pride & fear.

21. (I remember the first time I prophesied when I was at
babes ranch, it was after the Letter " Faith". The words of that
Letter spoke to my heart & above all, gave me faith to give out
what the Lord was giving. That’s how it was last night as well.
Dad’s words & prayers renewed that in me & gave me faith to
speak out. God bless him for not giving up! His faith & persist-
m set me free & helped me overcome these fears. God bless

22, (It seems like Dad’s birthday night was a new awaken-
ing in the Spirit, & I’m sure the Family will benefit not only
from the beautiful prophecies, but from the sample of his shep-
herding us through it all. I believe it will help the Family to get
set even more free in the Spirit & have more faith to hear from
the Lord. PTL! I thank the Lord again & again for Dad, his love,
faith, sample, obedience, patience & all he’s done to make us all
useful vessels in the Lord’s hands.

23. (Also it was such a victory! I can even see now in look-
ing back, not so much here but in other places, heading up meet-
ings & things like that, & because as the leader of the meeting, 1
was squelching that in myself, therefore it sort of tends to squelch
everybody else. Because if everybody gets quiet & starts to pray
& gets soft & quiet the Lord can speak & it's so convicting, I
know in my case I wasn’t willing so much to do it myself, there-
fore you just sort of don’t make room for it. You think back now
about all the times that were missed, but I was so thankful for
Dad! He just didn’t give up, & because he didn’t give up & be-
cause he persisted & he knew the Lord had it, it really helped me,
that’s for sure!)

24. (Pearl: The thing that Marianne got about " the day of

297




