evil spirit, because he obviously has a good spirit & loves the
Lord & is trying to serve the Lord the best he can, but that little
mischievous devil just keeps bothering him & makes him do
things & say things he shouldn’t, & hurt other peoples’ feelings.

18. Of course it’s the old story that the Devil has to have a
place to get in & we let the Enemy in sometimes through our
own sins, our own shortcomings, our own vices, selfishness,
jealousy or bitterness, murmuring, all kinds of ways to let the
Devil in, & apparently sometimes he has indulged in some of
those things to where he’s just sort of sometimes let the Devil
have his way.

19. Maybe he’s what the Bible calls a little feebleminded.—
1Thes.5:14. As a result he never really matured, he sort of stayed
like a child, childish, he’s still quite backward & childish. And
you almost have to treat him like a child, humour him up to a cer-
tain point like a child & not expect too much of him to really have
feelings of adult responsibility.

20. It’s really a handicap, which requires a certain amount of
tolerance & indulgence & humouring, but only up to a certain
tolerable point beyond which he shouldn’t be allowed to go &
things he shouldn’t be allowed to get away with, just like a
child.—Just like a child whose parents sometimes will sort of
humour him & let him get by with a few little things as long as
he doesn’t get too rowdy or rambunctious or noisy. But when he
goes a little too far & really presses their patience to the limit,
then they've got to take a hand, a firm hand & really sit down on
him & make him obey.

21. He’s almost like a little boy that just never grew up, who
isretarded. Ina way he’s definitely handicapped. He’s been self-
centered & spoiled so many years. It just isn’t exactly his habit
to think about others or to be unselfish & thoughtful of their needs.
(Maria: That’s really a habit, isn't it? It’s also a habit that you
have to cultivate, to be unselfish.) Yes, definitely.

22.(Maria: So schizophrenia then is not demon possession,
or is it?) Well, like everything, it’s sort of to what degree? It’s
like the camel’s nose. You keep letting that thing in off & on just
like Mother Eve’s sister-in-law did until finally it just took over.
She said she knew she was allowing it to come in & do those
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freaky things, but by & by she realised that it had taken over &
she no longer had control & she was under its control instead of
able to control it. It was controlling her, & that’s what I’d call full
demon possession, when they no longer have any self-control but
the demon can just come & go at will & do whatever it wants or
make them do whatever it wants.

23. People who are very susceptible to spirits must be very
prayerful, like women. Women were made to yield & surrender.
That’s why they make such good mediums & such good wives &
good spiritual channels, whichis fine as long as it’s the right spirit.
But they also often are easily overcome by evil spirits because of
their spiritual sensitivity & natural proclivity to yield & surrender.
So people who are of a very sensitive spiritual nature have to be
very cautious that they don’t yield to the Enemy & the wrong

111is.

24.(Maria: Can a person be pestered by evil spirits but also
be helped by good spirits at the same time?) Oh, I think so!—
By all means! I have no doubt about that. I don’t doubt that all
those years the Lord was trying to protect him, obviously. (Maria:
But at the same time, some of the bad ones must have gotten in
too, like when they showed up in some of his work.) Yes, when
lsle ’s in the wrong spirit, in the wrong mood, & out of the Lord’s

pint.

25. He can be very inspired of the Holy Spirit, but then if he
gets upset or goes off on a tangent or somebody aggravates him
or something, he gets very easily into the wrong spirit. This is
very typical of people who have mental problems. They get very
easily upset, very easily aggravated, annoyed, inclined to a tan-
trum or a rage very easily, often very nervous largely because
they are rather weak in the spirit & susceptible to spiritual in-
fluences, so the only way they can avoid being influenced by the
wrong spirit is to stay very close to the Lord & very full of His
Spirit. Let the Light in so brightly that the darkness finds no place
to hide & will flee away!

26. He just needs to keep full of the Word & the Lord &
the Holy Spirit & busy with the Lord’s Work & not allow the
Devil to throw him a mickey & get him off the track. Apparently
he can’t take liquor, so I think he just almost ought to be forbid-
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