DON'T BE A DELINQUENT PARENT!

—Sara D.

when finishing up these Teen articles &
seelng the emphasls | had put on disclpline
& having a high standard, etc., | commented
10 Marla how | was a bit concerned that,
"| may not have shown encugh love & appre~
clation In these articles." | felt a |little
sorry to have to come down so hard on our
teans, as they've really done so well,

so much! They not only need discipline but
also pralse & encouragement & appreciation.
—How do we reward them?
Maria explained to me that it's

easy for parents to campramise the standard
of thelr teens' tralning & not demand obe~
dlence to the rules, sinos they feal obli-

to the teens because of thelr hard
4 the great help they are to the Hame &
fact that they as parents definltely
& appreclate thelr help. They want to
kesp them "happy" & not crack down on ‘them
so that they'll continue thelr help.—Thay
somet imes make an almost umwritten or
unspoken "deal" with them. "If you help me,
1"l let you have what you want." Parents
feel they should maybe "repay" them In grat-
Ifude by letting them get by with less dis-
clpline, or letting them go to movies, or
woar make~up, or drink wine & get Info
Worldly hablts. Sometimes thelr motivations

some well-deserved appreclation, yet they
also want to "pay" them to stay helpful,
perhaps even fearing that they'll lose the
teens' valuable halp with the younger chil-
dren or In the workload & witnessing & sup~-
port, etc.—Henoe, the compramise.

"But you cannot let your feelings get
In the way", Marla stressed to me. ™au
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can't for any reason be a dellnquent parent

4 show any laxness at all In the rules &
standard! This Is an & you cannoct
compramisal™  Maria sald that of course you

as parents appreclate all their help & want
to show them this, but your love & under=
standing & your good spiritual fraining &
guldance should be thelr main rewardl What
you shouldn't give them Is permission or
leeway the rules or keep any less
standard. You Jjust have to keep a hligh
standard of obedience fo the basic prim
clples & spirlt of the Family & its rules &
behaviour! Your young people will appre~
clate It much more |f you make them toe the
mi no matter how Indebted you feal 1o

Same people even feel Indsbted In the
same wey to their mate or adult chlldcare
helper. They hate to make a suggestion or
correction or reproof that will "make It
harder on them" or "rock the boat" or chance
losing their love or help, o "hut their
feal Ings" when 've done pr well, but
that's pot helping & loving them. Just like
we love & appreclate strong shepherds
who counsel & guide & help & correct us for
the better, the children & teens will always

the Lord In their parents & zppre-
clate thelr spiritual standard & conviction
& cbedience, rightecus & Godly principles &
standards!

One of our teens gave the following
reaction: "™hen | was living with good
childcare overseers befare at a Combo, It
could have been a really good time of
learning lessons & really chenging, but |
have to admit that | really wasn't very open
& willing. | was too proud & thought [t was
unfalr the few times that the adults
would correct us for dolng same things. When
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