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by Watchmanm—-MCV

This was the very first Latin American
country that recelved a "permanent" team of
Family missionaries in May of 1972 when
Mattaniah, Katrina (Ruhama), Olympus & Shal-
mal arrived In Lima 1o begin cur South-

Amer ican "Conquest through Love". |t was
quite a step of faith for them to fly thou—
sands of miles to the middle of a strange
continent & commence pioneering, almost to-
tally cut off fram the rest of the Family
with no other fellowship, support or commu—
nication, much |ike Dad outlined In M.
No.151, "world Conquest Through Love!™

But, they hit the ground running, &
their little on-fire team of ploneers soon
began to make some phenomenai progress as
they witnessed & sang their way into the
hearts of thousands of Peruvians. Operating
from their |ittle two-bedrcom apartment in
the San Isidro area, they appeared in a
nunber of extremely favourable feature arti-
cles in major Lima papers, two of them on
the front page of the city's largest period-
jcals! They also appeared on a couple of TV
shows & their faithful non—-stop street wit-
nessing socon won them a large & faithful
fol lowing of very potential catacombs disci-
ples who regularly frequented their apart-
ment for Bible Studies & fellowship. Many
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of these later jolned the Family ful ltime
when they were old enough & thus became our
first Peruvian disciples, such as Jordan,
Ezeklas, Zacharias, Nehemias & others. The
Hipple movement being big in Peru at that
point, they carried on quite a ministry fo
dropped-cut youth from all over South Ameri-
ca, even witnessing to then hipple Juan
Carlos who plcked Katrina up hitchhiking one
day! Among the cutstanding fruit of this
hippie~harvest was Argentine Manases, Colom-
bian Ezeklel Revolucidn & Chilean Rama.

Peru was certainly a country of firsts,
beginning with the birth of Katrina's Josue
Peruano on October 6, 1972, the first
Nationai-born picneer baby In South Arerica,
safely delivered In their |ittle apartment.
Also, the first ploneers of Argentina, Chile
& Colombia were won during this period (Ma-
nases, Rama & Ezequiel respectively) who
then returned to their own countries to help
start the Jesus Revolution there. Certaln-
ly, Peru proved extremely fruitful from the
very beginning as they literally began to
make "disciples of all nations" to assist in
our continuing conquest of South America.

By mid-1973, about a year after the
first team had arrived, Sam & his team
stopped through Lima on their way further
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South & were able o re-inspire & strengthen

the Church there. They tock Mattaniah &
Katrina on with them to help begin the pio-
nearing of Argentina, while Jonathan Archer

& his wife, Trust, remained In Lima o carry

on the Peruvian work. Durling this period
many of the former catacombs disciples that
nad besn won eailer began To Join, & they
also won a very weal thy king,

local meat-industry tycoon who began to help

support the work there.
third quarter of the same

| arrived by the

year & Peru became

our base for the northern hal f of the conti-

nent. The litnessing & music attacks were
stepped-up, teams were sent out to start
colonies in Trujillo, Arequipa, Cuzco &
Bolivia, & we acquired new & better housing
in some of the nicer areas of Lima. We also
recelved a

this point, onfirming what we had felt
about Peru for quite same time, "Peru has a
very special place In God's plan"—|+ has
certainly proven truel

By the first quarter of 1974, | was off

to help Sam in Brazil, & Jonathan & team

continued to make steady progress. Towards
the end of the year, however, there
be trouble, as some of the Homes there were
raided by the Federal Police & several bre-
thren were deported. This caused us to

decide to send Katrina back fram Argentina

on Christmas Day to help Jonathan & team In

Lima, since she was an old Pery veteran,
having lived there as a child as well.
soon mounted a concerted FR campalgn to
attempt to win the good
Velasco's left-leaning Socialist military
government. During this time they visited
scores of prisons, schools & hospitals, &
through these visits, favourably Impressed
many government officials. They sang at a
religious festival for the Archbishop of
Lima, an encounter that came out on the
front page of a Lima paper, photograph &
all. It was also during this period that
they met & witnessed to Augusto Zimmerman,
General Velasco'
Latin American

They

personality, who became a

the Home
one occasion & had Katrina & Jonathan over
to the Presidential Palace as well, Al|
these efforts paid off g the work was able
to continue to function without any further
sericus Incidents, TTL|

By the last quarter of 1975, shortly
after the "bloodless oup" in Puerto Rico,
Emanuele, Rachel, Katrina & Cephas arrived

will of General Juan

S press secretary & a famous

encouraging note from Dad at

began to
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in Lima & had quite a time witnessing to
several upper-class familles, many of whom
wore Emanuele's relatives. |t was at this
point that they were able to actuaily win
two of his cousins, Luis Manue| & Javier,
who were brothers from one of Lima's most
woalthy families. They soon "forsodk ali®
returned by boat +o Europe with Emanuvele,
while Osphas, along with Shaul & Abiah,
began to reorganise the Peruvian work & get
ready for a brand-new witnessing attack in
the Land of the Incas.

The next period of Peru's history say
Inareasingly dramatic action as Falthy &
team soon set up shop, as did Jethro, Deb &
Crew, & Lima became Headquarters for al|
Latin America. Although Jethro's heavy-
handed, money—oriented style proved to be a
detriment in many ways, Falthy & others were
able to launch a witnessing campaign that
reached to the highest circles of the
ocountry & beyond.

One of the major accompl [shments of
this era had to be Faithy's winning of
Peruvian Juan Carlos, along with his wlfe
Rosa & their children, who In turn, was able
to witness to many of his wealthy friends &
who was destined to become Falthy's compan-
ion & helper & eventually co-shepherd of the
Latin American work! And Rosa, along with
her new mate, later found a very Important
place of service In the Famlly as well. PTL!
It was during this time also that Faithy was
able to gather together some of South Amer |-
ca's best musiclans & singers, among them
Manases, Sam, Joash, Rebecca Rumba & others,
to record a popular record & eventually P,
"Todos Pueden Ser Fellces". A show-group
began doing a
series of live performances to thousands
throughout the country & the ™ifos de Dios"
became known practical ly everywhere.

One of the biggest Impacts of all was a
Children's show that was assembled & organ-
Ised under Sam & Faithy's direction, using
Jethro's, Sam's & Juan Carlos' children.
They began recording their own songs & were
always the prime attraction at every live
performance, starring on a number of TV
shows & recelving codles of favourable pub—
licity in the local press. They were also
Instrumental in winning the hearts of many
top pecple in the ocountry, including Pery's
First Lady, for wham they performed |ive at
a large orphanage. The group even went
International , touring Bolivia, Ecuador,
Colombia & finally Venezwela, where they did
a series of TV shows & even sang for that
Country's congress.

Finally, however,
the dissolution of the

4

the R\R hit & with it
"House of Saul", &,
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; this time, the remnant of the Peruvian work

began to operate on a more low—key & Inde-

t basis. This general movement con-
tinued til] the "Fellowship Revolution”
(1980), when the arrival of stronger bre-
thren fram Eurcpe along with Increased fel-
lowship & unity began to get the work back
on its feet. Faithy & Juan eventual ly re-

! turned, using Peru as thelir base for the
"String of Pearis" tours & finally as the
new Home for MCV. Peru had already begun
leading the way In MCV booking, howaver,
with nearly 100 stations broadcasting the
show throughout the country!

MEX| CO

This great country of nearly 70 million
pecple has received an ample witness from
our Family, starting as early as 1971 when
Eve & Aaron made same short witnessing trips
to the Northern areas of Mexico. Later, In
May of 1972, | travelled from Florida & on
through Dallas with our first major team of
pioneers (Jullia, Titus, Proverbs, Jeremiah,
Rebecca, Hukkok & Joanna--among others) to
establish a beachhead near Mexico City &
begin receiving the hundreds of brethren
fleeing South fram the US in accordance with
the just-released Letter "The Great Escape”
(#160). We landed first In Cuernavaca where
Mexican-American Abishag along with his wife
Ablshal & his team, had a small Home. The
Lord had already glven us two very good
Mexican leaders at that time, Emmor & Agus-
tin, who were a real help in getting things
establ Ished there.

Almost immediately the Lord provided us
with a large walled hacienda up In the
mountalns of Toluca about 50 miles from
Mexico City, & it soon filled up with well
over 100 brethren who began to fllter
through the open border "™tunnels" southward.
We established a base there, along with a
print shop & orientation centre for newcom-
ers & also began sending out road teams from
there to hit various other population cen-
ters such as Mazatlan, Veracruz, Tampico,
etc. Also during this period we produced
Latin America's first "recruiting" film on
the old Sony reel-to-reel black & white
videos, which was circulated throughout
colonies in the US & served to give many
more brethren the vision to come help us In
the lands of the South.

In the meantime we acquired a nice
large house In Mexico City itself which
acted as a base & PR centre, while we also
operated a coffee—house store-front affair
nea- the famous "Zona Rosa" of downtown
Mexico City, which was lent to us by a

favourable lady who also operated a restau-
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l as happened elsewhere In Latin America at rant there. Another well-to-do contact gave &

us the use of a nice apartment in t+he sty-

lish ".omas" area of the city & we began to |
have quite an operation there as the Famlly |
population of Mexico City & the surrounding i
area steadlly grew, as more & more brethren '
travel led fram the States & the number of

our local disciples also grew. In addition,
this period saw the sending of more teams to
various other parts of Mexico such as Guada-
lajara, Oaxaca, Merida, etc. Mexico became

the base for our ploneering of Central Amer-

ica as well & It wasn't long before our

first team left by land to open up a beach-

head In (obsta Rica. As time went on, our
witnessing activities In Mexico City began

to pay off in other areas & we started to
receive our first favourable newspaper &
magazine articles.

Certainly one of our most memorable
maments of our early ploneering days was in
Merida, a Mexican city on the tip of the
Yucatan Peninsula. | was returning to Meri-
da fram a meeting with Amminada in Puerto
Rico, to help the brethren In that clty
strengthen their witnessing efforts & also
to have a meeting with two other road teams
who were converging there temporarily, on
their way to Guatemala & Belize. To make a
long story short, a problem had arisen over
a very attractive girl of 22 years who had
been visiting the Home regularly for Bible
studies & had just recently voiced her de-
sire to her parents of Joining the Family.
Naturally, this didn'y go over too well with
her family, who were fairly powerful & In-
fluential In that area (her uncle was the
chief of police of Merida).

Upon arriving | attempted to defuse the
situation with her family as well as do some
PR 1o bolster our Image among the local
community. Alas-=it was too |ittle too late.
In the two days that followed we were first
raided by the local police of Progreso (a
nearby coastal town), involved in a high-
speed chase through Merida by her older
brother's motorcycle gang, raided, beaten &
Jalled by over forty members of the Merida
police force, had our borrowed beach~house
ransacked & burned to the ground, were
robbed of one of our wvehicles & all our
money, ID & valuables, & were spread all
over the front page of the Merida & Progreso
papers as hipples & deranged drug addicts
(with captions bearing our legal names under
file photos of stoned hipples at a rock
concert in California) & finally deported
under armed guard by a busload of government
troops. Naturally, the whole affalr under-
scored a couple of basic lessons which we
found extremely Important in ocur continued




. ploneering of Latin America: Handle 10:36
D 178 11 uhwast wisdan & stiek 10
larger popul ation areas where the officlals
& populace are general ly more tolerant &
Inded than In the cut-of-the-way
rural communlties such as Yucatan.—Qulite a
lesson!

It seems In some ways that Mexico's
"ramily" History Is almost as wild & turbu~
lant as Its actual secular history, which Is
one of the most violent in Latin America.
Almost a year later while | was ploneering
Colombla, Cephas was helping re-organise the
work there & our heavy |itnessing activitles
in the Mexico City area prampted a major
bust, in which over 50 of our brethren were
rounded up & deported, some belng beaten in
the process. (In all fairness to the Mexi-
cans however, the use of inappropriate |it
in some unwlse places aroused the ire of the
Arerican Embassy, who It appeared actual ly
orchestrated the whole affair.) After this
was a long perlod of more or less "under—
ground" activity by the Family in Mexico,
during which open |itnessing in Mexico City
& some other major areas was curtalled,
while more emphasis was put on personal
witnessing & winning. This period proved
fairly fruitful In some respects & some good
disciples were won & grounded in the Word as
fami lies were forced to sort of "settle In"
& quietly pastor & witness as opposed to any
excessively public or showy activities.
Huram & Bileam shepherded Mexico dur ing much
of this period (1973-1975) & were assisted
by other good couples such as Boaz & Kidron,
Makkedah & Teth, Zerah & Beth, Job & Tekoa &
single brother Servant, along with quite a
few others.

Then in December of 1975, shortly after
the "bloodless coup”, | returned to Mexico
with Katrina & a burning desire to re-pio-
neer & reach this country through the music
ministry & really attack with both barrels.
After working with Nathan & Phoenice to help
recrganise the country & begin a new print-
Ing campaign of ful l-length Letters for
street distribution, we pramptly began to
organise a small singing group which made
Its debut by winning a televised Talent Show
at Mexico's major TV studios, TELEVISA.

Soon afterward we met Eduardo Manzano, one
g;“l;hx;m's most fanclzus comedians with his
y=formed production any, & shortl
afterwards we recorded m Ir)s:'r' record II'YI
Mexico's most prestigious recording studios.
Katrina & | actually lived In his house for

a couple of weeks & were able +o real ly

witness to him &
chil ; get close to his wife &

_ Shortly before this, Solamon Costa

.
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Rican had jolned us & proved fo be a real
key In witnessing to the upper-class Mexican
youth who really began to be infiuenced by
our message & activities. He eventual ly won
& married L111, a well~known up-&coming
young movie & TV actress from a very wealtiy
famlly, & who also became a singer & dancer
in our show group. Hebreos, a former Mexi-
can rock star & his American wife Maggie,
who had been helping Sam in Brazil, also
Jolned us during this period & proved fo be
a tremendous help In our musical & vocal
arrangements. Melody, a former opera stu-
dent from California arrived to help at this
time & her beautiful vocals were a great
asset. Of course, dear Mexican Pedro had
been a real help & strength since our first
days back In the country & was one of the
original show group ploneers. GBH!

During this period, Melody Records,
Mexico's most progressive recording company
"bought" our contract fram Eduardo Manzano.
We had started singing in the parks, squares
& streets & then continued on to radio
shows, TV shows, theatres & Iive perform-
ances throughout the country. we continued
recording & Faithy & Juan were able to visit
us for several weeks, which of course proved
a big boost & blessing to our witnessing
outreach as she even FFed the President of
our record company! They jumped right into
the thick of things & in addition to helping
us polish up our act & assist in some of our
recordings, Falthy's witnessing had a terri-
fic Iimpact in the lives of many key & Influ-
ential people to whom we were ministering.
We continued an extremely active ministry of
reaching the Mexicans via the Miracles of
Music for over a year.

Then In December 1977, due to a
personal audience with the First Lady of
Mexico by a group of powerful Jewish
enemies, a Presidential order brought "the
arm of the law" upon us In a most swift &
abrupt manner as our Homes were ransacked &
our brethren rounded up & Imprisoned in a
single day & we were smeared throughout the
country on front-page headlines In all the
major papers. Through some tramendous mira-
cles of God & an anointed, dedicated & in-
fluential lawyer, the brethren that had been
Imprisoned on serious federal charges were
released & deported about two months later,
4 the Family in Mexico went info almost a
period of spiritual hibernation during this
period from 1978-1981, with very |ittie open
wltnessing etc.

The establishing of the Fel lowship
Revolution, along with the arrival of Seek &
Secundus, have helped renovate the work In
Mexico, & the new unity & inspiration has
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prampted a fresh attack In many areas of the
work there. In addition, MCV is raplidly
gaining in popuiarity with over 1,300 Club
Members & 67 Stations broadcasting the pro-
gram. The "sweet revenge" of all this is
that the Yucatan Peninsula Is prabably the
most fruitful area In this respect, topped
off by the prime~time broadcasting of MCV on
an e!axfrenely popular FM station In ida.
PTL

PUERTO RICO

This beautlful Caribbean |sland has
proven to be a straftegic point In our con-
quest of Latin America fram the very first
days all the way up until The present.
Through more than a decade of |iterally
hundreds of brethren coming & going, scores
of Colonies & Homes, |iterally millions of
pieces of |it distributed, several central
offices, WS Units & oodles of Family activi-
Ty, we have received almost no persecution
1o speak of & have always fared well on that
lovely tropical isle. God bless the Puerto
Ricans!

Early Family History began when Nahum
Nailer & Jael, along with Jonathan & Trust,
arrived in San Juan in the Spring of '72.
They began witnessing on the beaches & In
the parks & soon won an on—fire Puerto Rican
disciple, Jocabed, who went on to help plo-
neer the South American continent. Then by
the Summer of the same year, Amminadab & his
fiery Gypsy Band of Marsena, Micah Bear,
Tertius (now Miguel Volunteer) & Pethuel
made thelr debut in San Juan. They began
quite a musical explosion In the area &
regularly filled the warm air of San Juan
with the happy sounds of their Gypsy music.
They scon acquired a large flat in Old San
Juan & began performing In a local night
club there as well as in the streets, buses,
parks, beaches, Lion's Clubs & eventually on
the radio. They soon met Puerto Rican Danny
at one of the main beaches thers, a chronic
heroin addict who promptly got saved & delli-
vered & added a lively tropical rhythm to
the Gypsy Band beat with the addition of his
conga drum. At the same time, their faithful
witnessing soon won the hearts of local
media who responded with favourable front-
page coverage In a couple of the Isiand's
largest papers.

During this period San was also begin—
ning to "marshal his forces" & attract more
helpers fram the US to assist In the Inva-
slon of South America, while he helped to
establ ish Puerfo Rico as a base. More work-
ers continued arriving during this period,
amongst them Jerry Crusader, who came in
November, as Sam was In the final prepara-
tion stages for the first team to Caracas,
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Venezuela. | came over briefly fram Mexico
at this point to share notes & to consult
together about our continuing push South, &
by late December Sam left with the first
team to Caracas.

After Sam's depa—ture Puerto Rico comr
tinued as a base for brethren heading fur-
ther South, & an orientation course was set
up & operated for a time. Gibeah & Tamar
were helping cut with this as did Rain &
Rejolce, who came a couple of years later.
By the following year the Office of the
Americas set up shop In San Juan under the
leadership of Corny & Shalon, & Puerto Rico
became the majar administraiive & publica-
tlons centre for this side of the world.
The dramatic "Bloodless Coup" tock place on
Puerto Rican soll in September of 1975, with
the arrival of Falthy, Rachel & Emanuele, &
was also the site of top-level organisation
meetings at this polnt, which changed the
course of the Latin American work & helped
"shorten the cord" (Ses M# 325C). |t was
also during thls trip that our own dear
Carlos Translator was witnessed to & won by
Falthy & he socn became a ful |time member of
God's great Family. After Corny's departure
& on up past the time of the RNR, Puerto
Rico continued its function as a base for
the Family as Shaul, Ablah & team estab-

I ished & operated CROOTA through 1961.

Puerto Rico later became the Home of "Musica

Con Vida" at Dad's own suggestion (See No.

963) & eventual ly the Home for a couple of

WS reporting & publications offlces as well.
VENEZUELA

The conquest of this oil-rich Northern
South American country began with a bang in
1972 when Sam & Marsena, along with their
team of Micah Bear, Tertius, Jerry Crusader
& Puerto Rican Daniel arrived at the
Caracas International Airport & pramptly
whipped out their instruments for an
impromptu concert for scores of suprised but
delighted onlockers. They wasted no time
getting started, & “ne very day after their
arrival they heade. down 1o one of Caracas'
major parks & procseded to steal the show
on-stage at a |lve concert that was taking
place for several thousand people. In
Caracas they met up with Venezuelan Solamon
& Zichrl, two National disciples that jolned
the Family elsewhere & had arrived fo assist
in the inltial ploneering of thelr counitry.
They stayed intermittently at Solomon's &
Zichrl's homes while they hit the streets
with their music & thus witnessed al | over
Caracas, again hltting beaches, parks, clubs
& even saome churches. The Lord soon came
through for them In a big way as they were
featured on an extremely popul ar national
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TV show, "El Show de Lenny", on which they
were able to reach literal ly milllons with
thelr music & message.

During this period more help arrived by
way of a second team, Including Ruth Selah,
Tirzah Joy & Magdalena (now Gypsy). The
witessing & singing continued unabated,
even though there was still no permanent
dwelling place for the team, which was con-
tinuing to stay with friends. Finally over
three months after they arrived, the Letter
"Maryknoll Fathers' came out, & by falth,
Sam looked up the local Chapter there, & was
warmly received by an American Maryknol |
priest who proceeded to warmly welcome them
Into his church. They ramalned with him for
a number of months & even started a "cof fee-
shop" wltnessing-outreach in one of his
large upstairs rcoms in "Los Teques", a
small community cutside Caracas. Meanwhile,
Jerry & Micah ventured out to Merida, a
large ol I-producing city on Venezuwela's
northwest coast, where they witnessed & sang
in the town square for a number of days.
However, Sam began to get itchy feet for the
southernmost countries of the continent &
exactly six months after his initial arrival
in Caracas, departed overland for Argentina
& later Brazil.

Soon affer Sam's departure, much of his
remaining team followed him down, while the
Venezuelan work was left in the hands of the
Nationals under Zichri Sweet. They soon
acquired permanent housing for the work
there & | was able to make a couple of trips
over fram Colombia & work with Zichri on
expanding the work there. Several teams
were sent out & soon we had bases In Mara-
caibo, Merida, Valencia & other smal ler
cities. The Lord continued adding to the
church with hame~grown fruit & the Lit+ Revo-
lution flourished there under Nationa! lea-
dership. The Venezuelan work continued to
make good progress for the next couple of
years & was assisted later by Ebed's arrival
In 1975, whose close pastoring was a real
blessing to the work. Jethro's arrival in
1978 was not a tremendous help, but the work
survived & after the RNR there was the char
acteristic underground & Independent tenden-
Cy of the work, although Falthy & Juan's
visit later in 1978 did mxch +o encourage
some of the brethren there. Later of
course, with the initiation of the Fel-
lowship Revolution, the arrival of EIl &
Naami & of course, the "String of Pear|s"
visit by Falthy & Juan, the work began
flourishing with a renewed unity & sin-
gleness of purpose while an all=out MCV push
Is underway as the Stations broadcasting the

ng
Show Increase by the scores & new Members
are added by the hundreds. PTLI
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ARGENTINA

This expansive & strikingly beautifyl
country at the southernmost end of the South
American continent has always held a special
attraction & challenge for all those with a
burden for the Latin Americans. Its un T que-
ly Eurcpean culture & heritage has set A~
gentina apart fram the rest of the continent
& Its very nature as a bel Iwether of Latin
American nations has also produced same of
our most fiery & dynamic disciples, whose
leadership qualities & gl fts have caused
them to stand head-&shoul ders above many of
their other Latin brethren. These special
qual ities & characteristics have thus dis-
tinguished Argentina as a key fleld for
winning Latin disciples whose drive & char-
Isma equips them for leadership in a unfque
& special way.

Argentina's first ploneer vas undoubt-
edly Manases, an Argentine musiclan who was
won to the Family In Peru by our first tean
there. He soon had to return to Buenos
Alres (Nov. 1972) due to visa & family prob-
lams, & when he began witnessing to his par—
ents regarding his new-found faith, they
pramptly had him committed to a mental in-
stitution where several weeks of heavy medi-
cation & an intense program of shock treat-
ments almost destroyed his memary & rendered
him a veritable zambie. However, as the
days passed the Lord began to restore his
memory & soundness of mind & he immediately
launched his own all-out witnessing campaign
among his friends & acquaintances. Applying
his characteristic fire & fervour, his ef-
forts were so effective that Sam & tean
were astounded to find upon their arrival in
Argentina several months later (July 1973)
that a ful Ifledged indigenous church was
already in active operation, with ten young
on-fire Argentine disciples actively wit-
nessing, studying the Bible & singing
Fami ly songs. Among these disciples were
the brethren that proved to be the backbone
4 heart & soul of our Argentine work, inclu-
ding Jethro Siete, Sara, Haran & Pethuel to
name a few. The Revolution for Jesus in
Argentina was already in full swing!

The first team of Sam, Marsena, Matta-
niah & Shobal &, a few days later, Katrina &
Kalita, began living at Sara's mother's
house. The main emphasis at this point,
besides dally witnessing, was the shepherd-
ing & teaching of the precious disciples the
Lord had already provided. Also, about this
time the Lit Revolution first hit ("Shiners
or Shamers", No.241) & an emphasis was made
on printing & distributing the Wonder wWork-
Ing Words in Spanish. Sam & team also ap~
peared on a couple of local TV shows, which
proved very fruitful not only in getting out
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the Message but also In obtalning assistance

for the work as the local populace responded
to the requests for help with scares of
phone calls & many needed Items. After
several weeks, Sam made a reconnalssance

irip To Brazl! & brought back Tlage & Tablta

(who had gone to Brazil to ploneer after

| joining In Eurcpe) for a time of fel lowship

& training.

By this time more than a couple of
months had passed & everyone was still
staying at dear Sara's mother's place &
there was no permanent location where the
growing work could base out of. In
desperation, Sam sent out a newsletter to
local Catholic Parishes explaining their
work & plight & asking for a place to
operate fram. There was only one response—
but It proved sufficient--& soon the entlire
team moved into a rundown 'Parroqula”

(Parish) on the outskirts of Buenos Alres at

the invitation of a kind Argentine priest
who became affectionately known by the Fami-
ly as "Padre Fel iche". GBH!

Here the work grew as the Argentine
disciples were able to move In & began |iv-
ing-in ful Itime. Various road teams were
sent out periodically to neighbouring cltles
& the Lord continued adding to the church as
more young Argentines continued to join,
such as Lucas (a former Harl Krishna) &
Mario (later founder of'Jardin del Clelo'--
MCV). Other brethren from the US & Puerto
Rico began arriving during thls period also,
among them Gibeah & Tamar, Remy & Boaz.

Some of the former Venezuelan team had
caught up by this time as well, & the popu-
lation of the work there continued to grow.
After several weeks Sam left agaln for Bra-
zil with his first ploneer team & the work
was left under the supervision of Gibeah,
Tamar, Mattaniah & Katrina & eventual ly
under Manases & Boaz. While more personnel
began to filter into Brazll to support Sam's
efforts, pioneer teams were sent to the
nelghbouring countries of Chile & Uruguay.

witnessing to some Important personalities
who became very close to the Family there,
Including the Argentine singer "Jeffrey" & a
famous Intel lectual Argentine author, Juan
Carios. We continued Holy Ghost samples
hundreds strong In the maln square of Buencs
Alres In the evenings & through the winning
of new Argentine disciples & the arrival of
ever-more brethren fram up North, the popu—
lation of the Family in Argentina contlnued
to Increase. The Government of Juan Peron,
the notoriocus Argentine dictator who was In
power most of this time, was exceptionally
tolerant of our Family & activities. LI+
nessing & cafe singing also continued un-
abated In the Argentine caplital as it did
wlth the other teams distributed throughout
almost every major population center in the
country.

By early 1975 | went back to Brazil to
work with Sam agaln, leaving the Argentine
work In the hands of Jubal & Cherith & Boaz
& Remy. They continued making progress for
several months until the beginning of 1976,
when the forces of order, under the new US-
backed mi | Itary dictatorship (after Peron
had died & his wife was deposed in a right-
wing coup) ralded our colonles & deported
several brethren, even torturing one of our
pregnant girls. This of course forced the
work underground, & our activities there
continued on a more~or-less lowkey baslis
for same time to come. Naturally, things
continued this way after the RNR in 1978
with the fragmentation of the work that
general ly characterised this period, up
until the "Fel lowship Revolution" first
began to surface. Nonetheless, various
brave ploneers fram the US & Europe contin-
uved to filter into the country, some with
amazing sucoess. Jubal, Pethuel & Obed
Buggs formed a musical group, "Harp", which
met with tremendous acceptance as they rode
a wave of popularity, headlining in a popu-
lar night club, recording an album & even
advertising blue jeans! The Argentine

By the middle of 1974, shortly after the group, "Jardin del Cielo", was also busy

recording of the first Brazlllian album, |
departed Brazil for Buenos Aires. We
began working wlth Manases & Boaz on re-
organising the work & locking for a better
base in Buenos Aires. The Lord soon pro-
vided us with a spaclous flat in a stylish

residential area not far fram downtown. Fram

there we intensified our witnessing efforts
& soon organised a theatrical-musical group,
"£l Viento Salvaje", & we began doing shows
in local clubs Including a version of the
Phoenix with a new musical score written
entirely by Manases. During this period we
also got on a number of TV shows, & started
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perfoming & witnessing at this time. The
arrival of Juan & Vittorla along with seve-
ral other strong brethren from Eurcpe & the
implementing of the Fellowship Revolution,

off by Faithy & Juan's "String of
Pearl|s" visit, did miracles In uniting &
strengthening the work, which Is continuing
ful I-speed ahead presently with the establi-
shing of thelr own NRO & a new MCV push
headed by dear Argentine Mario.

BRAZIL
This vast country, with a popul ation of
over 100 million & stretching over more land
area than the continental United States, is



| Ike no other country on Earth. |+s
cambination of some of the World's most
trautiful beaches, prestiglous International
playgrounds for the rich & some of the most
ultre-modern cities anywhere, alongside pl-
tiful extremes of poverty thriving with
South America's darkest most demonic black
African religions & culture, has made this
natlon quite a "Goliath" among Latin Aneri-
can countries. Add to this a completely
different language (Portuguese) than the
rest of the reglon, coupled with a repres—
sive all-powerful totalltarian government,
(at least at the time of cur Initlal inva-
sion) & you can see +his country must have
presented apparently Insurmountabls oosta
cles to our first |ittle team of ploneers.
But cur little "David" & his band of mighty
men amazingly was able to soothe the savage
beast through the power of the Lord's music,
while riding a dynamic wave of popul arity of
the like never before witnessed by our
Family on this side of the Globe!

This astounding episode in our his
began to unfold In February of 1974 when
Sam, after an Initial visit to Brazil fram
Argentina a couple of months earlier to
scout out the land & bring TI & Tabita
back to Buenos Alres temporarily, finally
arrived in Rio de Janeiro with his first
small team.

As was their style In those days, they
wasted no time In beginning thelr singing &
withessing anywhere & everywhere they could,
fram the famous beaches of Copacabana to the
ancient trolly cars that crulsed the rolling
cobblestone streets of the ramantic "Santa
Teresa" district, a breeding ground for
many of Brazil's outstanding w-iters, poets
& artists. |t was there that they soon
acquired an old house in the heart of this
vintage neighbourhood, a few short blocks
from one of Rio's most notorious red-|ight
districts. while Danny & Jerry went on a
road team to the Northern capital city of
Bahia, Sam & the rest of his crew continued
their hit-&run witnessing attacks through-
out the city.

When performing In a Rio park one day,
they noticed an older gentleman watching &
listening intently as they sang & pl ayed.
He soon enthusiastical ly introduced himsel f
as a music pramoter & sald that he thought
the material was great & asked if they were
Interested in recording a record. Since the
thought had crossed Sam's mind once or twice
before (Hal), they proceeded to go with him
to a number of record companies where they
auditioned live & at one point even had a
contract & pen shoved at them on the spot!
They waited however, & soon had Polydor,
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Brazil's giant among record companles, [n-
terested in hearing a Demo Tape from them,
When In the studio for thelr pllot record-
Ing, one of Brazll's most praminent young
producers, Fernando, wandered [n & began
listening with great Interest as they went
through a couple of numbers. He Instant|y
became so excited that he tock over the
controls from the Individual who had been
work Ing the board & helped Sam & crew pro-
duce an Inspired & Ilvely Demo Tape with
réal Family spirit that had Polydor's Presj-
dent banging his fist on his desk demanding,
"why haven't you signed them up yet?12"—ang
sign them up they promptly did, & a record-
ing date for the first LP was soon set.

The emphasis at this point, aside from
continuing to witness & win dear Fernando,
was In picking & rehearsing songs for the
recording, while calling in relaforcements
from Argentina & elsewhere, as the battle
was tfruly on! By April, Manases arrived
fram Buenos Alres to play the lead (many of
the most autstanding songs recorded were his
compositions). We flew fram Lima to assist
in the organisational aspect of things & the
Santa Teresa house was buzzing with activity
& excltement--2 overflowing with personnel.
Having been In a bust or wo In Latin Ameri-
ca before & aware of the anti=hipple stance
of the Brazlllan government at this time, we
began to get a few checks that the combina-
tion of a houseful of not-so-c lean~cut young
pecple & an abundance of nolse & activity at
all hours might attract the wrong kind of
officlal mention. In an effori to avold
such a possibllity we had a meeting Immedi-
ately suggesting that personal appearances
be Improved & that immediate efforts be made
to Improve relations with the local commun i-

ty & officlals. As In the case of Merida
(see Maxico history), It was too |i+tle too
| ate.

The following morning at 7 AM we were
abruptly awakened when the sheets were sud~
denly yanked off of us & we opened our eyes
to loock down the barrel of a qun, as a
couple of burly men shouted orders in Portu-
guese. Although we did not completely un-
derstand every detail of their instructions,
the spirit was clear enough & we scrambled
o put some clothes on as we could hear +hem
pushing their way through the rest of the
house, kicking open doors while shoving &
occasional ly striking some of the brethren.
They soon had us |ined up against the wall
in the main corridor of the house & as we
locked closely at our tough-lock ing, heavi-
ly=armed captors, we realised we had been
rai(hd bY the indel(:uS D-O-F’-S.—BraZ”'S
version of the FBI, well=known for their
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systematic torture of prisoners & the fre-
quent "dlsappearing" of persons held In
thelr custody. We were then hustled Into
paddy wagons & with sirens screaming, we
were whlsked away To D+0.P.S. headqums,
an aging edifice that |ocked llke a cross
between a medieval dungeon & Dracula's

castle.

There we were separated & Interrogated
throughout the day by some of the most
musc le~bound hulks of human belngs we'd ever
laid eyes on, who occasional ly used gimmicks
such as clicking the magazines of loaded
revolvers close to our head to encourage us
o overcame our inhibitions & talk more
freeiy. Hal By the late afterncon we were
over joyed to see the smiling face of dear
Fernando, who finally succeeded In obtaining
release, although we were
tersely informed that we were under virtual
house-arrest while an investigation Into our
group continued. A couple of days later
while making a FR visit to the head of
D«0.P.S. & trying to win his heart by
telling him of the record we were producing
to help the youth of his country, he curtly
cut us off by remarking in a cold & somewhat
sinister voice, "You won't be here to record
the record!™ & then had us ushered out of
his office. Some encour agement!

Tenslon continued to mount as Tiago &
Tertius were summoned to D.0.P.S. headquar-
ters the following day to be Inter ,
as they were not able to finish questioning
them the day that we were taken In. Since
they had left early that morning, we were
natural ly concerned when by about 6 PM they
stil] hadn't returned. Upon going to
to question thelr whereabouts, the
response was less than assuring, "who? They
were never herel" Two days passed, then
fhree & four & still no word of thelr fate.
The pressure continued to build & every
member of the team was forced to count the
costs, fully aware that their continued
presence could well cost them their |lves.
Some decided it wasn't worth |t--one giri
abruptly took a plane back to the US—an-
other team member left Rio for safer ground.
But among those who remained, a growing
sense of unity & determination began to
bulld as we stood together in a stand of
falth that the Lord was going to do what He
had promised & help us win the hearts of the
Brazlian youth desplte all the obstacles. A
real ¢o-or-die camaraderie took hold as we
refus d to cancel the recording date & went
aheac by faith fo do our part so the Lord
could do His.

The night of the first recording had
arrived. 11 had been two weeks & still no

word from our brethren [n bonds. Everyone
plled into taxis & Fernando's car & pro-
ceeded on to the studio as | remained at the
house to do some reports. The scene at the
studio was one of tense drama. E ne was
aware of the situation, from the technicians
& musiclians to pregnant Tabita & all our
singers. Despite the pressure & the heavy
atmosphere the songs were coming out beauti-
ful ly as everyone sang with every bit of
conviction Inside & [+ fruly sounded as
though heavenly hosts were in the studio
helping us through the choruses of Salnt
Francis' prayer, "Sefor Fazem de Mim"
(Lord, Make Ms an instrument of Your Peacs).

Badk In the house there
the door. It was, a
rush of joy surged through me as |
through the screen door onto the dimly=11+
porch & Instantly recognised the shining
faces of Tlago & Tertlus, smiling broadly
behind two-week-old beards! we embraced
warmly & immediately summoned a tax| as they
quickly changed & cleaned up. On the way to
the studio they explalned the miracles the
Lord did through the ordeal, sparing them
from the torture being Inflicted on the
prisoners around them, & even miraculousl|y
sparing the many souls that they were able
to lead to the Lord. When we arrived at the
studio | walked In first to find the bre-
thren almost tearful ly listening to the
heavenly-sounding playback of the song they
had just recorded. As they locked up rather
surprised to see me there | calmly
announced, "| brought a couple of special
guests to see you!" Tiago & Tertius then
bmndadfhroughfhedocr&megasp&as‘tm—
ishment soon gave way to a non=stop love
feast of tearful embraces & Joyful praises &
dancing as the studio exploded into one
fantastic victory celebration! The battle
for Brazil was won! We knew in the Spirit it
signified the defeat of the Enemy & a glgan-
tic triumph for the Lord & HIs plan.

In the days that followed, the record-
Ing was completed & soon released, & had no
sooner hit the radios & the stores than I+
became a smash hit which had Polydor scram-
bling to reprint the album to keep up with
the surging demand. The sounds of "Hal jelu~
Jah!" & "Sefior Fazem de MIm" could be heard
across the AM & FM bands throughout the
couniry day & night as the popularity of "0Os
Meninos de Deus" skyrocketed virtual ly over-
was besleged with offers of
Wshons&begmfobefea‘fu'edonsdnsof
Brazil's most popular national programs.
Personal appearances began with acoustic
performances & autograph-signing at record
stares & then eventually sound equipment was
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acquired & a band was put together for tour-
Ing & concerts. The sequence of performances
climaxed in Decamber of that year at Bra-
zIl1's mammoth "Macarana' sports stadium when
the band performed before a |ive audience of
over 300,000 persons. Thus, 1974 ended wi+h
them rlding high on a wave of popuiarity &
finally receiving an award for being the
"revelacion del ano" (revelation of the
yea) on one of the country's most viewed TV
shows. What a year of miracles!

By 1975 the graup was touring & doing
lots of |live performances while Polydor
planned a second album & Jeremy Spencer was
brought over fram Europe to help. The second
album was recorded during the Spring & re-
leased shortly after. The TV & radio shows
continued & the group moved fram Rio to the
huge bustling metropolis of S3o Paulo in
order to further open up that city. Cephas
had arrived In 1974 & was a real strength in
successful ly ploneering Porto Alegre & other
areas. | returned fram Buenos Alres later on
that year, & by August Faithy flew in fram
Eurcpe to "shorten the cord" & gather the
forces for the "Bloodless Coup". After the
meetings in Puerto Rico, Sam & Falthy re-
turned just in time for a special concert in
Brasilia, the nation's ultra-modern capital
city, & then In November of 1975 moved back
to Rio at Faithy's suggestion, since this
was the city that had original ly recaived us
& our message most enthusiastical ly. She
continued there shepherding the group for a
period before leaving for Peru to begin
pushing a new witnessing attack there. The

band meanwhile signed a new record contract
(CBS) & produced a new album along with more
TV shows. Sam at this point tock a break
fram his non-stop schedule & travel led
through Southwest Brazil on to Argentina &
eventuaily Peru. The band continued to per-
form regularly, but by this time the great
wave of popularity had came crashing upon
the shore & there was never a resurgence of
the group's original prami nence.

Meanwhile, the work itself in Brazil
continued to grow as more brethren arrived
fram the States & other parts of Latin
America & the ranks of the local disciples
kept increasing. Mathias Mountain had ar—
rived in '74 to help Tiago & Tabita, & our
population & activities In Brazil steadily
gréw. By the second half of 1978, a wave of
bad publicity, culminated by a national
bust, profoundly altered the Faml ly modus—
operandi as several brethren were deported &
the work went underground. The postRNR
condition of the work was much the same as
other parts of Latin America, with Homes
operating on a fairly low-key & largely
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However, the dawn of the Fel lowship
Revolution brought new life & wnity to the
work, as Tlago & Tabita, together with Ebeq
4 Estrella, began to help the work get re-
organised & back on Its feet alng with +he
ploneering of Brazll's own Reporting Office
& Publications Centre. Soon MCS started wit
Sam & Cephas at the helm, helped by severa|
other of Brazll's original music ploneers,
with the vision of reaching the Portugues~
speaking world with a brand-new wave of
music & follow-up. Faith & Juan's "String of
Pearls" visit was the Icing on the cake as
the work there forges ahead in a united
attack on the Enemy's territory in that
great country,

B

A large & extremely Catholic country of
Northern South America, Colombia proved a
great testing ground for Dad's timely new
Revelation of "Are We Catholics or Protes-
tants?" The government at the time was
conservative & extremely pro-Catholic, so
much so that the Cardinal's power & infly-
enoe was roughly equal to that of the Presi-
dent's! As always, Dad's |atest revelations
proved to be just what we nesded to steer us
through the religious & political minefields
of that very wvolatile but potential country,
& we were anply rewarded with exciting
fruits & some marvel lous resul ts & exper -
ences!

The story begins in Spring of 1973 when
our first little team of Libertad, Titus,
Little Foot & Canadian Justus flew fram San
Jose, Costa Rica to Bogota as our ittle
music group (2 guitars, flute & bongo) sang
& played in the back of a dilapidated turbo-
prop plane of SAM airlines, a not-so-fancy
Colombian airline with whom we had pro-
visioned 508 discounts. We landed in Bogota
& rented a couple of rooms at an older,
moderately-priced hotel where we rested for
the first evening. The next day was pure
magic as we awcke early & locked out upon
the vast skyline of that enchanting capital
as our hearts leaped within us In excited
expectancy of the great miracles that we
knew the Lord was going to accompl ish. We
began the morning by reading together the
newly-published Letter "Arrivederci Roma",
fol lowed by some beauti ful prayers & pro-
phecles as the Lord pranised us that He was
going to open doors that no man could shut
through our witness to the Cathol ics & that
He was going to turn the hearts of the Kings
of that land in our favour. As we looked up
from our prayers, the light entering from
the dome~shaped skylights in the ceiling of
our roam reminded us Instantly of the Letter
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“ emple Time" & we all felt the presence of

the Lord in a very strong & exciting way!
PTL!

The day continued to be extremely
eventful & fruitful as we visited a powerful
catholic priest who ran a large Soclal
Government « He recelved us with open
ams, pledging his help in the way of a base
of operations, & even monthly financial
help! We then did a series of presentations
for various groups of nuns & clergy, all of
wham received us warmly & offered their
support. We spent the rest of the day sing-
ing & witnessing throughout Bogota, finally
In a central pak where hundreds of fas-
cinated onloockers pressed In to get a closer
view as we played, sang & witnessed with all
we had within us. As the day drew to a close
we had a provisioned dinner by candlelight
in a nice restaurant, all aglow with that
wonder ful feeling the Lord gives you when
you know you're In the centre of His will &
doing your best for Him. Suddenly, as we sat
together, chills ran through all of us,
followed by tears, as clearly over the sound
system of the restaurant, Marlo Lanza's
version of "Arrivederci Roma" came bursting
through! What a beautiful end to an amazing
day!

The following days were filled with
other accompl ishments & we won our first
catacomb disciple during our very first
week, Edgar, who we found out later, was a
son of one of Colambia's most influential
Senators. |t was in the course of our first
woek also that we obtained what was to be-
come our base of operations for months to
come, a large, anclent parroguia (parish) on
the south side of the city (with the address
"803 South"!) under the care of a very
staunchly Cathol ic but preclious priest,
Padre Escobar, who soon showed his true
clours as a steadfast friend & supporter.
Within days, he turned over the hije top
floor of his main building with .ts score of
roams for our exclusive use & e slowly
began to take over his entire church,
eventual ly even singing in the Masses! He
had his limlts though, as we found out one
day while explaring the property & ran
across a perfectly preserved 1349 Chevy
sitting in the remains of a downstairs
garage. when Titus suggested to him the
possibllity of our occasionally using it, he
calmly but emphatical ly replied, "Bestiali-
dad!" (Bestlal ity)==which we |ater learned
was his favourite term to express anything
we did that went "over the |ine" of what he
consldered reasonable. In this instance hé
continued on In Spanish, "There are three
things In life which you never lend: your
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During our first week we also meet a
very Influential Jesuit priest, Father
Javier, a short, bearded, jovial man in his
late 40's, whc was qulte well=known in
Catholic circles thraughout Latin America
for his characteristical ly unconventional
behaviour. We were right up his alley, |iw
Ing the way he always felt true Catholics
should, & he soon became a very close friend
& supporter, being especially fond of Liber-
tad. He helped upen up many Important doors
for us through his many comnections, as the
Jesults are quite a powerful force In (olom-
bla, being somewhat of a "anguard of the
Vatican" & holders of large amaunts of
woalth & estate. He frequented the Parroquia
regularly & we scon became accustomed to
hearing his familiar exclamation, "Ah, Los
Nifos de Dios! wonderful ! Wonderful !"-~GBH!

Our witnessing In the parks & streets
continued at high pitch & we were socon on a
couple of TV shows that had Padre Escobar
al |l excited, as the phone In his parroqula
(parish) was ringing off the wall for the
first time in history! Hal Favourable
articles followed in the major newspapers,
along with a ful I-spread feature article In
Colambia's most popular weekly magazine,
featuring among other things, a large photo
of us singing on the front steps of Colom-
bia's most famous edifice, the AVIANCA
building, surrounded by hundreds of onlock-
er's. More help also arrived during this
time, including Boaz Bolivar, Colomblan
Jonathan Nubes—who had joined the Famlly In
New York City (now Gabriel, DJ of McVl) &
Ezequiel Revolucion, a former Communist
anarchist who had been won to the Lord by
our first team In Peru. We also began wit-
nessing to a popular local Colambian TV star
& cosmopol Itan playboy who got saved at the
parroquia & started getting very close to
the Family there, along with his pretty
French wife. We also began to win our first
Colambian disclples, Including Paloma, who
later marrled Brazillan producer Fernando.

All was well until one day when Edgar
came running up to me excitedly exclaiming
that his mother was coming to see me & was
very upset since he had just told her that
he wanted to join the Family ful Itime. |
didn't become overly concerned at this point
since we had no Idea who Edgar's mother was
& since he was a mild-mannered acne-faced
young boy with a burr haircut, | had no
Indication that his mother was anybody
special. However, a few minutes later, when
a chauffeur-driven Mercedes with govermment
plates came screeching up to the parroquia &




+his elegantly dressed & bejeweled woman
briskly stepped out & walked towards me with
a mean lock In her eye, | asked Edgar the
natural question, "who Is your mother?" He
calmly replied, "A senator."—Not just any
senator, but one of Colambia's most powerful
& well=known pol“tical figures! | put on my
best PR gpproach, but fo no avail. She
pramptly went on to threaten us & rant &
rave, vowing to have us thrown out of the
country by the end of the week. It was the
beginning of what was to be a battle-royal
by the Enemy o throw us ocut of the country.
In the days that followed, the D.A.S.
(Colambia's Federal Police) were at our door
constently, sitting In on our classes, &
they finally hauled us all Into headquarters
to cancel our visas & deport us. Ou- Catho-
lic friends, led by Father Javier, the
Jesult priest, went to bat for us Immediate-
ly, using every avallable means at their
disposal & finally obtained a 30-day "grace"
extension at the very last minute. A long
battle then ensued that found us & our
Catholic friends going from government
Mini to government Ministry & fram Car-
dinal's office to Immigrations, constantly
bumping into "DoRa Hilda" (Edgar's mother) &
her forces In what was always a neck-&neck
battle & a real cliff-hanger. Again we were
taken down to D.A.S. headquarters for depor-
tation & again at the last minute we ob~
tained another 30-day extension as we des-
ately fought to remain in the country.
P Al¥ f?mghg‘mf thls raging controversy
we had been attempting to obtain an audience
with Colambia's Cardinal, as we knew he held
the balance of power & was able to favour=-
ably resolve the situation i f we won his
heart. Dofia Hllda was also working feverish-
ly for a personal interview with him, but he
steadfastly refused both of us, not wanting
to become embroiled in this stormy affair.
Our last 30-day extension was
to a close & we prayed desperately for a
miracle to stem the tide of the Enemy's
viclous attacks--& then the break camel A
Catholic friend of ours suddenly phoned ys
to ask If we could perform at a religicus
» honaring one of
Coiambia's Patron saints, since the mil I+ary
band that was going +o perform sudden ly
cancel ied out. He impressed upon us the
exireme ur & tremendous opportunity
ihis presented, since the festival was to be
personal ly presided over by the Cardinal
himself! Imagine our excitement as we hur-
“ledly accepted, &, with a prayer on our
{ips, boardsd the transporation that our
Jrareful friend had provided to take us +o
fne Top of a mountain overlooking the city
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where the large church was located that was
to be the site of the festival.

We took our places on the platform in
front of the hundreds of onlockers, of-
ficlals & journalists present, & in a foy
minutes the Cardinal's motorcade drew up, &
he stepped out of the iimosine, &, accom-
panied by several aides, made his way
through throngs of well=wishers to the
podium at the centre of the platform. Our
friend who had invited us, who was also
acting as Master of Ceremonles, toodk the
mike & began by thanking the Cardinal for
his presence at the festivities, introduced
several prominent personal ities who were
present, & then turned to us, thanking the
"Nifios de Dios" for making such a sacr|fice
to come & provide ocur beautiful music. As
soon as he uttered that name, the Cardinal
suddenly wheeled around to look at us, & for
an awkward mament stood staring at us
speechless as we smiled back. |t was then
time for him to commence his speech & he
merely stuttered for a mament, locked at ys
again, & then spun on his heel & briskly
walked back Into a side roam behind the
podiun with a couple of aldes closely fol-
lowing, while mumurs began to rumble
throughout the stunned crowds! Our startled
friend finally regained his camposure &
announced that the Nifios de Dios were going
to fill In with a song. We brocke Into a
rendition of "Tienes que ser un Nifio" (You
Gotta be a Baby) all the while desperately
praylng for the Lord to take over the situa-
tion & bring a victory out of it all.

As soon as the song was finished, the
Cardinal returned to the podium & began his
speech. |t turned out to be a very inspired
talk on total dedication to the Lord, taking
up your aoss to follow, & he went on to
emphasise that one must become a child in
order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven! We
really felt the Lord's Spirit fall & soon a
golden ray of sun burst through the clouds
behind the mountains on the opposite side of
the valley, bathing the entire scene In a
beautiful amber |ight. Upon finishing his
talk he turned towards us 4, smiling warmiv,
profusely thanked us for coming & sharing
our Christlan musice He then began bisssing
The crowd after Qommunion & made a special
effort to push +hrough the Threngs 1o where
we were & give us his blessing. Ac we ex-
citedly began to re~group with Javier & cur
other friends after the festival broke up,
we were suddenly interrupted ty an official-
locking gentleman who said +hat +he Cardinal
was In a private tal ircom of ihe main part
of the church & wanted to ses us parsonal lvi
Then in a scsre somewhar raminiscent of the




Papal audience in the movie "Brother Sun",
we were recelved into his presence anid the
surprised stares of other church officials
present as he warmly chatted with us about
our goals, message & methods. We eventual Iy
bid a fond farewell & went away rejoicing
that the Lord had so marvellously fulfilled
His pramise to "turn the hearts of the kings
of that land towards His children". PTL!

Things began to change In our favour
shortly after that, & a few woeks later we
were all granted reslidence visas to continue
our work! TYJ! We also learned through
Javier that the Cardinal did final ly recsive
Dofia Hilda for an audience, & rather than
heed her accusations against us, went on to
upbrald her for her own deficiencies in
being a good mother which caused her son to
turn to drugs in the first place! This still
didn't convince her to allow Edgar to joIn
the Family though, & scon he ran away fraom
her in desperation. In a state of depression
one night after her son's departure she
happened onto the movie "Brother Sun", with
which she completely identifled, & broke on
the spot, having an instant & miraculous
change of heart! She soon showed up at our
Colony door with a basketful | of food, ask-
ing forgiveness for her past actions, ex-
plaining her new change of heart & saying
that if we could find her son he was welcome
to joln. Edgar eventually did show up & join
& Dona Hilda became a falthful monthly sup-
porter of our work!

While all this was golng on, the work
had continued progressing in other areas
with the arrival of the Lit Revolution, &
new teams were sent out to various other
Colombian cities such as Medellin, Baran-
quilla & Cali, to name a few. Ecuador's
first pioneer team was sent off during this
time, & Colambia soon became the maln base
for Northern South America. In Bogota we
moved out of the parroquia into a nice house
In the Northern area of the city, & through
a cambination of Incaming brethren from the
North & a steady Influx of local frult,
Colambla's Family population continued to
increase. There was a strong Marxist senti-
mont arong the Colambian youth at this polnt
which would somstimes prompt some flery
public debates in ocur witnessing, but the
Lord even gave us a counle of revolutionary
ballads to witness +» these Individuals & we
tegan to win an Increasing number of com
verts from this class.

Eoaz Bollver & Libertad became shep-
herds in 1974, asslsted by cur national
leaders, Ezequisl & Jonathan, & the work
thers continued to prosper as our wimessing
efiorts grew throughcut the country. Eventu-
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ally Ebed & Leah arrived o help out after
the "Bloodless Coup" In 1975, & they were
able to help strengthen the work, which
continued to grow with the addition of ever—
more lambian disciples. They acquired a
nice new place outside of Bogota, & the
Family In Glombia continued a steady out-
reach throughout this entire period.
Jethro's hard-driving | It~machine tactics
eventual ly caused soms problems however, &
this began to manifest itself by 1977 in the
way of violent persecution & a wave of bad
publicity.

By the end of the year the "powers that
be" began to officlally arack down on our
activities there, forcing an exodus of
foreign brethren & causing our work to go
underground & incareasingly Into the hands of
the Nationals. After the RAR, the work com—
tinued Its underground movement with |it+tle
open witnessing or fellowship until the
start of the "Fellowship Revolution". The
String of Pearls visit sparked new |ife &
unity among the local brethren as did the
arrival of EIl & Naoml along with dear Boaz
Bolivar, one of the country's original
pioneers. Also, wlth scores of stations
broadcasting the MCV show throughout the
country, along with hundreds of new Club
Members, the MCV fol low-up effort is rapidly
gaining mamentum In this extremely potential
& exciting field.

CENTRAL AMERICA
A RICA

This tiny but beautiful country In the
heart of Central America has long held the
distinction of "Switzerland of the Ameri-
cas".—And with good reason. |ts neutral
stance in world politics & its refusal to
support an Amed Forces, coupled with Its
progressiva democracy In the middle of a
region of totalitarian regimes, has made It
somewhat of a haven In this part of the
world for quite a few years. Its lush
tation, delightful climate & friendly people
have added to Its aura of a "shangri=la" in
the midst of an otherwise turbulent area. |+
has also held a very special place In our
own history of Latin America as we will
attempt 1o culline In the fol lowing brief

The siony begins in the Fall of 1972 as
o small ploneer team of myseif, Jjeremiah
Eolivar & Dablseth, journeyed fram Mexico
City 1o 3an Jose, Costa Rica's capital, in
ci” Tiny Kharman Ghla sports coupe. The ride
rhreugh Central America's lush jungle was
exciting enough~~a wild & woolly area fo say
re least]! Ouwr first major adventure was
upon dravaliing cut of San Salvador as we
stopped 0 ask directlong to the road that
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ey o e, 1 OT tonduras, the  began shouting samething to the effect +h
nexct country we were to cross on oy Journey  [f e Immediately turned around & headed
south. We followed the Instructions glven, back they might spare our lives. At this
but soon began to have a fey misgivings point we felt it best to oblige~-bad roaq
since the road gradual Iy deteriorated unti| al ==& cautiously backed up & proceeded e
it became nearly unnegotiable, Upon arriving so slowly toward the Salvadorean bcrcbr,
at the little border town on the San Salva- praying earnestly that a hail of hot |ead
dor side, we approached a smal | immigrations would not come ripping thraugh the back of
stand & asked the two soldiers on duty there the car.
to stamp our passports so that we coyld As we pul led back into the El Salva-
leave the country. They first stared at us dorean side, It didn't take ys long to
in disbellef & then began to laugh as they realise that our venture had suddenly cata

border that had been the scene of bloody as the townspecple began to wildly cheer g
fighting In the Infamous £| Sal vador—Hon- run alongside our car, Taking advantage of
duras Soccer War three years ear|ler, They our newly-acquired prestige in the |ocal
went on to explain that N0 one had attempted comunity, we pramptly whipped out oyr

to cross that border since then, save one guitar & proceeded to sing & witness for

At that point Jeremiah facsd me & ex- & message. Many received the Lord, & as
claimed samething | ke, oK, Watchman, | night was beginning to fall, one of the
guess that sett|es I't, we'd better turn ladles of this humble village invited ys for
around." However, the thought of returning a hame~cooked dinner in her house. We happi-
over that terrible road we had just strug- ly obliged, & with a score of local children

gled over for the past two hours samshow gathered at our feet, ate & shared with
seamed hard +o swallow, so with a wave of these precious pecple. We then bid them

the hand & a classjc statement, "The chil- farewe || & headed back towards the caplital
dren of God don't 9 back, they go for- clty of San Salvador, rejoicing that our
ward!", | proceeded to have the border I ittle excursion had actually borne some
guards stamp oyr Passparts as Jerem|ah fruit for His Kingdom,

locked on In horror & Dabiseth shrugged in Later that evening, upon fina| ly locat-

disbellef. The guards obliged, & the word Ing a crossable border, we proceeded on
soon leaked out in this little village that through the dense Jungles of Honduras, fol-
these crazy forelgners were ging to attempt lowing a dark winding road that led through
to cross the forbldden border, bringing the thick vegetation of that Central Amerj-
quite a crowd of spectators who began to can rain forest. At one point in our jour-
l'ine both sides of the highway. A group of noy, | felt compelled to rel ieve myself on
local youth showed their enthusiasm by pro-  the side of the road, which | did by s| iding
ceeding to remove boulders that blocked the  through the window on the driver's side
road, & we drove slowly past an abandoned James Bond-style, since the door was jammed
Custams bullding on Into "no-man's land", shut. Once my Necessary mission was com-
Immediately on the other side, the pleted, | hopped back In the car in the same
highway condition Improved dramatically so | Manner, & we continved oyr Journey withoyt
was encouraged to begin plcking Up speed. A further delay. About 45 minutes later, we
i few moments later, however, the bushes on came upon the Honduras capital of Tegucigal-
i both sides of the highway began to shake pa & Immediately notjced that there appeared
i violently & soon a dozen heav| | y-armed to be a state of slege in progress since
green-bereted troops complete with gunbelts, soldjers & military wehicles seemed to be
grenades & automatic weapons came running sveryhwere.

toward the car as WS screeched to a halt, We were soon halted by a group of
The apparent |eader of the group proceeded soldiers manning a road blodk, who sternly
to place the barrel of his machine gun commanded us to present the documents of the

squarely against my temple, & without alter car along with my driver's lcense. | smiled
;gngy hle;]dgz:if;ga I r‘rerva;f::y sg%‘ll'ed assuringly at the Individual issuing the
eram Say something p command & confident| reached towards m
the situation. He began to stutter excited-  paq right pocket foyrefrieve my wallet ’
ly, blurting out soms half-intel ligible which contalned the desired documents. The
statement aboyt ys being tourists, etc, He smile suddenly faded as my hand reached my
was abruptly silenced by the Commander, who empty pocket only to discover that my wallet
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was gonel | vainly tried to manage another
smile with the words, "un moment 10", (one
moment) as we began to desperately rummage
through the car seeking my lost wallet. A
couple of minutes had elapsed & the situa-
tlon was quickly growing tense as more sol-
dlers circled the car, nervousiy fingering
the triggers of their weapons & shifting
Impatiently. By this time we were outside
the car, desperately going through the
trunk, pulling up the floor-mats & even
lodk Ing through the engine compartment. The
ranking guard suddenly stepped forward &
tersely Informed us that they were taking us
to headquarters since we had falled to pro-
duce the required documents. we immediately
began begging for mercy, knowing that being
Interned under martial law in Honduras
would, in all probabil ity, be a lengthy &
Intensely unpleasant affalir. As we pleaded
with the soldiers | suddenly recal led our
Ittle stop on the side of the road ear| fer,
realising that my wallet must have fal len
out when | was sliding In & cut of the carl
we finally convinced them to let us go back
to look for my wallet, to which they grud-
gingly conoceded, warning us all the while
that they'd be waiting for us.

Asueheadadbad(dom-rhafda'k,na'rou

Jungle road, the impossibl lity of finding a
4 x 6 inch plece of leather in the middle of
the night on an unknown & virtual ly unmarked
highway suddenly struck me. we had no idea
where we'd stopped, no landmarks to go by &
every curve in the road locked the same.
Still we had no other alternative byt to
try, so we continued on & prayed for a
miracle. Suddenly as we passed a vaguely
familiar curve, we got a distinct check to
turn around. we did so & as | slowly began
to straighten cut the whesl & pint the car
back In the direction from which we had just
come, there on the road, clearly In the
reflection of our headl ights, lay my wallet!
We let cut a shout of Joy as | quickly
refrieved it & checked its contents & then
we prooeeded back down the road towards the
roadblock. True to their word, the same
soldiers were waiting there for us as we
drove up & happlly presented our papers. We
even pul led out the guitar again & shared a
few songs with them, much to their delight,
& they warmly bid us farewell as we con-
tinued our journey on towards Costa Rical
Arriving in San Jose a day later, we
immediately fell in love with the country,
as the del ightful climate & beautiful green
mountalns surrounding that quaint capital
city of 700,000 (1972) gave it a uniquely
enchanting air. we soon met Don Gulllermo,
leremiah's father, a precious man who was

destined to become a central figure in cur
progress, not only in (osta Rica, but
throughout Latin America & beyond. One of
the country's most famays & we | |- loved
lawyers, he Is known as +he father of Costa
Rica's Penal Code, one of the most advanced
& progressive in Latin America. The author
of numercus bocks, he |s revered throughout
the region as one of the most outstanding
refomists of the criminal & soclal law of
his time. He Immediately provided us with a
nice, furnished 3-bedroom house for cur
permanent use as well as office space In his
new 6-story bullding in downtown San Jose.
He also provided us with a number of impor-
tant contacts which proved to be extremely
helpful.

One of the main highl Ights of our first
weeks there was when Don Guillermo took us
to Costa Rica's beauti fy| Presidential resi-
dence on a hill overlock Ing the city for a
personal meeting with the country's First
Lady, Dofla Karen, an attractive, intel | igent
& outgoing Danish-born woman In her late
40's. She warmly received ys & showed an
Immediate & intense Interest in our plan to
help Costa Rican youth with the Jesus Revo-
lution, & after listening intently to one
of our songs, grabbed the neck of my guitar
& locked m fimly In +he eye as she enthu-
slastically exclaimed, "This may be the
answer!" She sat back & said to herself out
loud, "what we need now Is money!"  She went
mfopledgaherhelp &askedus‘f‘oomeby
Presidential Palace the
fol lowing day to pick up two letters on her
officlal letterhead;

Costa Rica's national alrline, soliciting

one of Costa Rica's most praminent
millionaires, requesting financial assis-
tance & his help in obtaining a locale to
use as a Youth Club Iin the center of the
city. She also Introduced us to Costa Rica's
then President, a popul ar hero of Costa
Rica's war with Nicaragua, dubbed * Pepe’!
by his countrymen. After excusing ourselves
we left her presence elated at the success
of our first encounter.

The rest of cur first week there we
continued carrying on some very frultful mR
with some top personal Ities of the country &
also began hitting the streets singing &
witnessing to get a taste of the local
youth. Qur efforts In this respect were
rewarded immediately as we mot a young boy
one of our first Costa
Rican disciples, Solamon. We were also able
& radio shows, which

proved frultful in getting cut the Message
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as well as obtaining contacts to assist us
in furthering the work.

I retuned fo Mexico for a fow weeks &
then came back to San Jose as we began
sending new reinforcements to help support
Jeremiah & Dabiseth. Cephas & Corny soon
arrived & Costa Rica became the base for our
push further south. We soon obtalned a nice
club—coffee house in an upper-flat of a
cholce section of San Jose, which soon began
to be packed with local youth every night as
the sound of our music flooded the streets
below. Our Holy Ghost samples & "Randy
Skits" In San Jose's main square became a
frequent affalir, attracting hundreds of
onlockers, & the local press began to glve
us favourable coverage—one political car
toon showing a gallant youth titled, "Nifios
de Dios" slaying a bear titled "rogas"
(Drugs), while rescuing another youth fram
its claws with the caption, "Juventud de
Costa Rica" (Youth of Costa Rical).

During this period the work rapidly
locations In
the San Jose area & more brethren continued
arriving fram the States & Mexico. Joash,
Jabesh & Ralnbow of the " band were
among the first, along with Boaz & L ibertad,
Jonathan & Trust & others. More local dis-
ciples began to join our ranks as wall,
among wham was dear Solamon (osta Rican, now

toured same of Costa Rica's most notor ious
detention centers & many souls were saved In
the process.

Not long afterwards, our first tean
left for (olombia, while Corny, Shalam &
company continued to run the offlce & the
pubs center there before moving thls opera-
tion to Puerto Rico In 1974, The Qosta Rican
work continued to flourish however, & under
the leadership of El| & Eva along with Li-
bertad, there was a dramatic Infiux of Ne-
tional disciples at a large Home In the San
Pedro area, where the popul ation of the
house would sometimes soar past the 80 mark.
This was a period of &xpansion & action, &
during 1975, under |srael & Genny's shep~
herding, teams were formed, composed largely
of Costa Rican disciples, & sent oyt to
surrounding Central American cauntries such

Costa Rica, who led a campaign of Tv shows,
school [nvasions & Family discos throughout
Costa Rica & several Central American coun-
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trles. It was also during this period that
Pato, the Chilean TV producer was won, who
In turn brought several of his sound men &
Cameramen to the Family, same of whom became
actual ful Itime members! It was a time of
witnessing & reaping throughout the region g
new National discipies were won In each
Central American country. In Guatemala,
Obeth got off to a running start by winning
his wi fe-to-be, Paloma, & her entire family,
Don Guillermo continued to assist the Fami |y
as well, & was Instrumental In arranging
Faithy's now famous trip to see the King of
Spain, & the "Freedom Through Law" con-
ference In Manila.

The work continued throughout Central
America right up through the RNR, when bad
puwlicity generated fram the Mexican bust
drove our cutreach fu-ther underground &
kept things pretty lowkey through 1981. ]
Naturally the Fellowship Revolution has
begun to renovate the work there, as well as
an MCV push that has spread scores of broad-
casting stations throughout the reglion, &
won over 2,000 club members In Costa Rica

alone. .
QHILE !

A long strip of land on South America's
Southwest coast, Chile has long been one of
the continent's most enchanting & Intriguing
natlons. Its population of extremely friend-
ly precious pecple boasts the highest |-
teracy rate in Latin Anerica & its beautifu!
green mountains & lovely beaches have made
Chile a prime goal of Latin American plo-
neers since our early days. However, every
field has its time, & although the work there
Is now moving along In the midst of a
disciple & Moy explosion, certain critical
events in Chilean history have made i+ a
"closed" country to us until relatively
recently.

The first Chilean ploneer was indispu~ |
tably Rama, a National who had been won by ,
Otrflr‘sff&uninPer‘u&soonuasobllgedm :
return to stralghten out his papers. while |
In Chile he began his own |1ttle witnessing |
explosion, winning his wife, Rut, along with
David Amor, another one of our very flirst
national disciples there. while there, the
bloody coup that toppled Al lends tock place
& the team departed to Argentina. Soon af-
terwards a team was sent back to Chlle from
Argentina, composed of Mattaniah, Katrina,
David Amor & Francisco, who returned to
Santlago a scant two months after the coup.
Those were dangerous times, as the repres-
slve U.S.~backed mi | Itary government conti-
nued their mopping-up exercises & one day
Matt & David were hauled around bl indfolded

at gunpoint unti| they were finally releasad
6
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unhamed. Nonetheless, they continued a
frultful witnessing effort in the Vida del
Mar area, a coastal resort near Santiago,
where they were able to win some additional
Chilean disciples. A few months later they
were asked to leave by Corny due to the
dangerous situation which existed in the
country at that time, & they packed up &
returned to Argentina, bringing thelir new
frult with them.

The next major foray Into Chile was in
Spring of 1975 when | travel led with Jona-
than Archer fram Buenos Alres, armed with a
number of official & private contacts in an
effort to help open up the country to more
concentrated witnessing activities. Don
Gulllermo (see Oosta Rican story) was there
with Jeremliah at that time, attending an
International Penal conference which the
military govermment was hosting there to
bolster its Image. This was still less than
a year after the coup & the repressive atmo-
sphere of fear was still prevalent, making
most officials unwilling to do anything that
varied the least bit from the norm. Conse-
quently, as Don Gulllermo introduced us to
varicus officials present at the conference,
we were less-thanenthusiastical ly recelved
since they sensed we were there to help the
youth while they were mainly Interested in
oppressing them at that point.

The local president of Polydor Records
was very willing to assist us at this point,
as the band in Brazi| was approaching thelir
height of popularity (on the Polydor label)
& he was interested In our idea of bringing
in a group to record & perform there. He did
his best to help us & even gave us his
recommendation to a high-ranking Colonel
that took us to the very center of Pino-
chet's heavily guarded headquarters. But we
eventual ly ran into another stone wall. |
ended up staying with David Anor & witness-
Ing to many of his family & friends, where |
learned more of the sad tale of suffering or
the Chilean people. | was also able to at-
tend a concert of the Argentine folk group
"Los Jaivas", who had been exiled during the
coup but were let back In for this one per-
formance at a seedy, rat-infested auditorium
in the worst part of Santiago, while the
police bullled & intimidated the young
pecple In attendance, occaslonal ly dragging
individuals out of the crowd & beating them.
1T was a heart-breaking scene that reached
its peak at the end of the concert when the
group launche | Into a beautiful song extol-
:ing brother|l: love that used to be the
youth's theme song in the days of Al lende,
"Seamos Amigos, Seamos Hermanos" (Let's be
Friends, Let's be Brothers), & the entire

auditorium rose to their feet & began sing-
Ing In unison as the police stood back &
seemed temporarily stunned by the very au-
thority & unity with which they sang, many
actual ly raising outstretched hands over
their heads. The alr was electric & between
weeping & singing with them, | began to snap
slides of the amazing event--a real heartcry
from the precious youth of Chile.

After the concert | returned home with
David, almost overwhelmed by what had trans-
plred. Later than evening we received +wo
songs for the youth of Chile. One, a weeping
prophecy cal led the "Balada de Chile" (Ral-
lad of Chile), where the Lord said He loved
His children there enough to die again to
save them |f need be, & a happler song, "Oye
Mi Hermano" (LIsten, My Brother), which came
with the thought that the Lord was Indeed
going to came to the rescue of the lost
sheep of Chile & help us give them the
answer, Jesus, desplte seemingly Insurmount-
able odds.—A pramise which has now been
marvel lously fulfilled beyond our wildest
dreams by the amazing MCV explosion which Is
presently underway ful I-steam throughout the
country.

After our visit, Chile was host to a
few small teams but it was virtual ly con-
sidered "off-|imits" to the Family for quite
some time, all the way up through the R\R in
1978. Later that year a few teams began to
venture forth Into Chile, Including a team
camposed of Peruvians Manuel & Rosa, along
with her children Mikol & Anim (now "Rayitos
de Amor"--MCV.) They set up In Rehaca, a
stylish resort-suburb of ViAa del Mar where
they remained several months, Ing on an
active FF ministry & witnessing with the
children. Dear Zichri & team also came to
Chlle about this time, where they remained &
witnessed, as did a slowly but steadily
Inareasing number of brethren.

Falthy & Juan's visit In March 1981 was
an encouragement to many of the Family there,
& brethren from Europe & the States conti-
nued to arrive throughout the year, so that
by the time of the Fel lowship Revolution
there was already a sizeable Family popula-
tion In Chile, largely forelgners. Then the
MCV push began, which under the falthful
shepherding of Zichri & his co-workers, has
blossomed into a tremendously fruitful mi-
nistry which has helped us reach the width &
breadth of that country In a way never be-
fore possible. PTL!

Special thanks to Faithy, Katrina,
Solomon (R, David, & Jerry Crusader for
their contributions to the history of the
areas covered.
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