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Dad’s Foreword

Three weeks before Dad’s homegoing, he read the first edition of the Love Charter, making his corrections,
suggestions, and additions. He then wrote the following note on his copy of the Charter and gave it to those
of us who were working on it.

Wow! It's humongous! It took me three days just to proofread! Thanks! ILY! Terrific!—Almost
terrifying!—Ha! PTL!! Tough!—But needed. It certainly is strict and specific!—I'd like to write a foreword
explaining the need and the scriptural basis and precedents. OK?—Thanks! GBY!

In the days following, during Dad’s regular class time with the Home, he went on to say:

Do you want to know what I think about this Charter? I agree that it's needed. In the long run, every
government and even every major denomination found out they had to have a constitution or a charter,
some body of law that governs them. That's what our Charter is: It's a constitution. It's our body of laws
that you refer to when you have a problem. Our Family leadership felt we needed to have a basic body of
laws so that when the Homes have a problem on any particular subject they can look it up and find out
what the rule is.

Every government, every denomination, every organization always winds up in the long run finding
out that they've got to have a body of laws to which the people can refer: “This is what we stand for.
This is the way we see it. This is what we think is the right thing to do."—And now we've got it.

Your leaders have worked very hard to go through the MO Letters to find out what I've said about
this or what the Lord said about that, and they've included it in the Charter. Our Charter is a summation
of the way we should run our Homes and conduct ourselves, our rules.—The Revolutionary Rules! We've
had them before, but they were briefer; they only covered one page when I wrote them! Ha!—Well, I
must admit the Family was a lot smaller and less difficult to govern then.

This Charter should be helpful to our Family when they have problems. It should help make it easier
for them to find solutions. Just about everything is covered in that Charter! I don’t know anything they
didn't cover.

A few days later he said:
We don't expect everybody to understand everything that’s in the Charter, but it's there to refer to if
there are any matters of controversy. But I do think we are going to have to require every shepherd to be
familiar with it because they need to enact it, and the over-shepherds need to act as judges, helping to
judge situations as they arise.

David Brandt Berg

Portugal, Autumn 1994
More from Dad (received later in prophecy):
Every rule in the Charter was based on “What would be the most loving thing to do?” Every person, every

leader, every shepherd, no matter what the rule must ask himself, *Am I applying and administering this
rule in love?” No matter how loving the rules were intended to be, if it's not administered in love, it has

\Y



Dad’s Foreword vii

lost its usefulness. It is null and void. You have lost the Spirit. You do not have the Lord’s love. The most
important thing is love.

[The Family] needs to study the Charter and understand the spirit of the Charter. It's a Love Charter! The
only way it can bring forth the fruit that the Lord wanted it to bring forth is if it's put into practice in love

and humility with everybody choosing to serve one another in love.

You've made it possible for all people to be judged fairly, against the same standard, no question;
everybody knows what is expected. They also know if they cross over those lines, that there are rules
and judgments in place. This is fair. It's equitable. So use it! Tell those that question, “You just do what
the Charter says to do.”

If these who sin are not judged in some way—corrected and chastened—it chips away the truth of the
Charter—the veracity of it, the strength of it—it begins to lose its effect, for people must see that it is
equitable.

You shepherds must have conviction to do that which is right. You must uphold the standard, the Word—
not a false standard, but the standard of the Word, the standard laid out in the Charter, the standard of
love based on the Word of God. People will respect you if you stand for the Word and if you show them
love.



Preface to the Third Edition

Dear Family,

It's been over thirteen years since the first edition of the Family International’s Love Charter was
published in 1995. We're thankful to see that it has stood the test of time and opened the way for Family
members around the world to follow the Lord in their lives and ministries, and operate according to their
faith.

During these past years the Family has faced many battles and struggles, won many victories, and has
grown wonderfully as a result. Each battle has helped propel the Family forward on our mission of reaching
the world with the Lord’s love and making disciples of all nations.

The Family has matured. The Lord has put the pressure on at times. He's demanded a lot of us and has
insisted that we rise to each occasion—and He’s always given us the means to do so through His Word and
the spiritual weapons available to us. We've had to stretch our faith collectively and as individuals. We've had
to make decisions of commitment to do whatever was necessary to build the Family into the fighting,
victorious force it's meant to be, no matter what the cost or sacrifice. We've learned and have made the right
decisions, as individual disciples and as a body, and as a result the Family of today is different than the
Family of even just a few years ago.

The Lord now expects more of the Family than He did a few years ago or even just six months ago.
We're more accountable now, we understand what's required of us, we understand how our Homes should
operate, we have the spiritual and practical tools to do the job we've been called to do, and we have the
blessing of knowing what the consequences are when we don't follow through on what's expected of us.—Put
all that together with Family members’ determination, commitment, and desire to obey the Lord fully, and the
end result is progress.

The goal is not to perfect ourselves or our Homes, but rather to preach the Gospel to every creature,
make disciples of all nations, proclaim and spread the truths we've been given as the children of David,
overrun the Enemy’s strongholds, and defeat him in the war for the hearts and souls of men. We're all
members of the Lord’s army and we're all in this together. The Lord’s challenges apply to every one of us. We
each have our place or position in the army. We all must train and prepare to fight upcoming battles.

This third edition of the Charter encapsulates the changes that the Family has gone through these past
years. It includes all the amendments that have been published in GNs, notices, and LNFs since the 1998
edition, and many further changes and adjustments that reflect the Family’s restructuring. We trust this new
and updated Charter will be an aid and inspiration to you, as well as a testimony to the world of how Jesus
has led us to manage the Family and to live discipleship in this day and age.

Peter Amsterdam

Editor’'s Note: The third version of the Charteris a substantial update to “Charter v2 with Amendments.”
However, it's important to note that although v3 of the Charter reflects changes within the Family up to the
time of its online publication in October 2009, it does not reflect all aspects of the Change Program. Version 3
brings the Charter up to date with the Family’s restructuring and changes since version 2 and will be subject
to further change as the Change Program develops.

October 2009

viii



Preface to the Previous Editions

The Love Charter—God'’s Call to a Love Revolution!
(Excerpts from ML #2963)

Dear Family—each one of you who is so precious and means so much to me, to Dad, and to the Lord!

I asked my heavenly teamwork—my precious Jesus and my wonderful David, “*What do You want me to
tell the Family about the Charter?”

“Tell them that it is our gift of love to them,” came the reply. "It is the means by which they can be set
free to truly love. It is My Word and the heart of David, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
Tell My Family that this Charteris a set of loving rules to help them to be happy, and to set them free from
rules, to give them the right to love, rules to give them the responsibility to love. Tell them that it is our love
for them.”

As you read and study this Charter, ask the Lord to help you feel the spirit of it—to help you to see Dad’s
heart and life in its pages, the whole essence of what he and the Lord mean the Family to be. See it as a
guide to direct us to the basics—the basics of love.—To love the Lord with all our heart, with all our soul, and
with all our mind; to love each other and bear each others’ burdens; to love our children and train them in
the way they should go; and to love the lost by sharing the love of Jesus with them. Our Charteris a
guidebook to help us lovingly live the Words of David.

The Charteris the mechanism by which we can live the Law of Love. You are being offered a vehicle that
can transport you into a wonderful life of love! It is a structure that can help us do a better job of loving. On
the other hand, if you see it only as an “end” and not as a “means to an end” it could then seem only a
humongous list of rules and regulations, that, even though they were in the Letters all the time, have finally
caught up with you, and will now have to be conformed to!

As always, the letter of the law is dead and cold without the Spirit. For example, God’s great love gift of
salvation is used by some Christians to bless the world by sharing His love with the lost, while others use it to
hinder the world through bondage to the legalism of the law, thus making His love of none effect.

Likewise, this Charter can be used as a vehicle to propel you to heights of love you've never known, or it
can bring further bondage and unhappiness. The Lord said, “The Charter was made for the Family and not
the Family for the Charter.” We will never set the world free with love if we are bound by the law. The
fulfillment of the law must be love.

When you read the Charter, when you study it, when you think of it, when you apply it, think of love. It is
our Love Charter, given by the Lord and Dad in love, written by Peter and our teamworkers in love, then
labored over by your leadership in love, and studied and prayed over by many other Family members in love.

Now is the time not to just read about love, nor talk about it, nor call ourselves by it, but to do it! We
believe that the Charter will help to bring this about. It will help you to have a truly happy Home, with loving
and fulfilled mothers, fathers, young people and children who feel so happy and loved that their joy and
peace and enthusiasm for life overflows on all they meet, as they go out with broken hearts to find Jesus’
sheep, who they can heal with His love.

Loving people is not time wasted. It benefits everyone. It gives happiness, joy, comfort, and security to
those involved personally, and to those whom their lives touch. Your investment in loving others will reap
great dividends and will touch and change many.

Maria David
Portugal, January 1995



Explanatory Notes

The Family Discipleship Charter, also known as the Charter (and previously known as the Love Charter), is
written for Family disciples and Family discipleship Homes.

The Missionary Member Statutes and the Fellow Member Statutes are the governing documents for the
Family’s Missionary and Fellow members, respectively, and are separate from the Family Discipleship Charter.
Each of these governing documents cover the code of conduct and procedure that members are expected to
adhere to within their circle of membership. May they help guide us all to fulfill Jesus’ two most important
commandments: to love God and our fellow man.

The Charter defines the rights and responsibilities of members, the methods to be used in the governing
of Family discipleship Homes, and the responsibility and authority of all levels of Family leadership. The rule
that should be emphasized above all is the Law of Love. We should strive to make the Law of Love the
cardinal rule by which we abide when fulfilling our responsibilities, when obeying the rules, and when
exercising our rights.

While the Charter codifies the rules and procedures by which the discipleship Family is governed, the
Charteris not meant to override, bind, or usurp the Word. It is rather meant to reflect the Word that is ever
new and moving us forward in spirit. When interpreting the meaning of the clauses and rules in the Charter,
we must do so in light of the New Wine. Fully living the Word is a prerequisite for discipleship within the
Family.

The following explanations will help in the study of this document:

Format: the Charteris presented in two levels. The first, in bold text, are the root clauses, followed by the
explanations in normal text. The root clauses carry more weight than the explanations because the clauses
are the precisely worded statutes that make up the core of the Charter. Explanations are included where
needed to clarify and help to catch the spirit or intent of the root clauses. There are examples, scenarios, and
sometimes quotations from the Letters or WS advisories included within many of the explanations to help
illustrate the practical application of the root clauses. Obviously, these examples do not cover every situation,
nor are they meant to be laws in themselves. They are simply meant to help convey the spirit of the rule
itself.

Age designation: although the application of the Charteris for Family disciples 16 years and older, older
children, particularly 12- to 15-year-olds, should also gain a basic understanding of the “"Responsibilities of an
Individual Family Disciple” and age-appropriate parts of the “Family Discipleship Rules.” The children’s
parents and shepherds should be teaching them to live by the general principles of behavior codified therein.

Local laws: the Charter covers the Family International's religious beliefs and policies for Family disciples
worldwide. Since laws vary greatly from country to country, it's not possible to ensure that all Charter policies
strictly conform to the laws in every country in which Family disciples reside. Family disciples and discipleship
Homes should be mindful of the laws regarding their activities in the countries in which they reside.

“Responsibilities and Rights of Family Disciples and Discipleship Homes": defines the
responsibilities that Family disciples, Family discipleship Homes, and Family leadership are expected to live up
to as the standard of discipleship. It also explains the rights of the individual Family disciple and of parents
and children, and includes the rights of a Family discipleship Home.

“Responsibilities and Authority of Family Leadership and Services”: defines the responsibilities and
authority of international and regional Family leadership, councils, and desks.



Explanatory Notes «xi

“Family Discipleship Rules”: a summary of all Family rules and guidelines both for Family disciples and
Family discipleship Homes.

“Charter Procedures”: contains the various procedures that Family disciples, Family discipleship Homes,
and Family leadership are expected to follow for everything from accepting new disciples into a Home, to
granting or denying clearances, to movement between circles of Family membership, and more.

“Family Discipleship Board Criteria”: contains the six board criteria, which define the standard for Family
discipleship Homes within each of the six Family boards. The Family discipleship Home review is based on
these criteria.

“Family Board Structure”: from the former Family Board Handbook, expands upon the Family’s original
structure and is in place to service the Homes.

Appendices: a compilation of supplementary material.



Definitions and Explanation of Terms

Accounts payable: financial obligations owed to others that are due on given dates.
Accounts receivable: funds owed to you by others that are due to be received on given dates.

Activated program: for preaching the Gospel and feeding those interested with the Word through: 1)
distribution of Family products and publications; 2) personal witnessing and soul-winning; 3) signing people
up as subscribers or regular readers of the Activated magazine; 4) building an enduring local missionary work
through the follow-up of those met, feeding them the Word, and bringing those with continued interest
through the 12 Foundation Stones and 12 Bridges courses to a level of service that reflects their faith and
commitment such as General membership, Active membership, Missionary membership, or Family
discipleship.

Activated readers: subscribers to the Activated magazine or those who receive the Activated magazine on a
monthly basis from a Home; this category is not considered a circle of Family membership.

Active member (AM): a Family member who has completed the 12 Foundation Stones course; receives
Link, the Family’s monthly membership magazine; regularly fellowships with a Home; works and witnesses
with the Family in some way; and contributes in some capacity via his support of a Family Home.

Age: when specified, such as “18 years of age,” it always means those who have passed the birthday of the
age stated.

Applicable liabilities: determined by whether the Home continues to benefit from the reason the loan was
taken or purchase was made. An item or loan that the Home is making payments on and will continue to
benefit from after a member departs may not be considered a liability the departing member is responsible
for.

Area business manager (ABM): appointed by the regional shepherds, as may be necessary, to help supply
administrative and financial services for a regional area.

Area referendum: voting procedure called for by a regional council on matters pertaining to a specific area
or country.

Assets: all of a person’s or Home's monetary reserves, surpluses, cash, accounts receivable, and material
belongings.

Attached Missionary member (AMM): a Missionary member who does not live in a Missionary member
Home, but who is attached to and reports and tithes to a Family discipleship or Missionary member Home,
and is therefore included as an attached Missionary member on that Home's eTRF.

Board chairperson: one who coordinates a board, presides at board meetings, handles the board’s
communications, manages the board’s day-to-day affairs, and ensures that the decisions of the board are
implemented; the chairperson has the same voting rights as the other members of the board. Boards may be
co-chaired.

Board committee: a group of board members assigned by a board to perform specific tasks or functions for
the board; it may consist of board and/or non-board members, or both.

Board criteria: a set of criteria used to quantify the standard for Family discipleship or Missionary
membership in each aspect of Family life covered by the board pillars. The board criteria for each board’s
portfolio can be found in their respective sections of the Family Discipleship Charter or Missionary Member
Statutes.

Board member: a Family disciple or Missionary member, age 18 or above, who has been appointed to a
board.

Xii
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Board pillar: vertical structure of each of the six Family boards, including the international, regional, and in
most cases the national level.

Board pillar representative: elected by the Home to be mindful of the criteria for the board he represents,
to study the board handbooks and practical how-to pubs for that board, and to help raise the awareness in
the Home about any Home lacks or needs regarding that pillar and the Home's ability to pass Home Review in
that pillar.

Board secretary: person that prepares the agenda, records the minutes of the meeting, and keeps on file
all official memos and reports made by the board; elected by the board from among its members.

Board treasurer: person who manages the finances of the board, keeping detailed accounts of all income,
expenditures, and transactions made by the board; elected by the board from among its members.

Charter, The: common name for this Family Discipleshijp Charter.
Children: those under the age of 16.

Children and Parenting board (CP board): Family board pillar that assists parents, teachers, and Homes
with counsel and prayer in regards to the care of their children, from birth through age 11, and offers training
and counsel for parents and teachers; also offers counsel on health matters in the Home.

Church Growth and Outreach board (CGO board): Family board pillar that focuses on all aspects of the
Family’s witnessing, including reaching the world with the Gospel; doing follow-up and carrying out the
Activated program; teaching non-live-in members; charitable projects and other outreach ministries; and
distributing Family products and publications for the general public.

City: refers to an actual city, town, or village, not a metropolitan area.
Closed city: a city closed to further opening of Homes without regional council approval.

Closed metropolitan area: a metropolitan area where the opening of further Homes is not permitted
without regional council approval.

Coach: a member of the Coaching and Shepherding board appointed by the regional shepherds to guide and
counsel Home steering councils in their coaching circle concerning the shepherding and care of their Home.

Coach Training Program: a training program explaining the aspects of the job of a coach through a series
of audio and video classes, and ongoing training through the coach website.

Coaching and Shepherding board (CS board): Family board pillar that provides training to the Home
shepherds via the coaching program, focuses on the spiritual state of the Homes via the Coaching and
Shepherding board criteria, and provides spiritual training for young adults; the regional board chairpersons
are responsible to oversee and manage the shepherding desk of their region.

Comments and Suggestions: sent in by Family Homes on their monthly eTRF.

Common pot: an area fund to which all Family discipleship and Missionary member Homes have agreed by
referendum to donate 3% of their monthly income to be used for such things as board structure;
administrative, coaching, and shepherding support; regional services; local area projects, meetings, and
fellowships; and special help to needy situations.

Communications and Community Relations board (CCR board): Family board pillar that promotes the
Family’s good name, assists Homes in the event of persecution, handles issues pertaining to contact with the
media and officials, and offers advice on Family-related legal matters upon request.

Current operating expenses: total of the current month’s rent, communications, utilities, food,
transportation, and all other regular monthly expenses incurred in the normal running of a Home.

Debt: overdue or non-payment of any non-Family or Family financial obligations, including those to Family
Production Centers, Family businesses, Family Homes, or other Family members. Credit given or payments to
be made over time, do not count as debts, but as liabilities. However, defaulting on those scheduled
payments results in the liability becoming a debt.

Declaration of Intent: to be read by new Active and General members, to help them understand what they
are going into when considering to be a part of the Family.

Designated gift: a financial gift given for a specific purpose. Such donations must be used as designated by
the donor.

Designated representative (DR): appointed for a specified time and purpose by a regional shepherd,
whose authority extends only as far as outlined by the regional shepherd or the shepherding desk.

Education board (ED board): Family board pillar that focuses on the education of Family members by
providing counsel, assistance, information, and resources, when available, to help the parents, teachers, and
Homes with their education needs.
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Education resource center: maintained by the ED board in each region to make educational materials and
resources available to the national boards and Homes in the region.

eTRF (electronic Tithers’ Report Form): to be completed monthly by Family Homes as instructed by their
reporting office.

Excommunication: a disciplinary action administered by the regional shepherds, excluding a Family
member from membership for specific infractions, and disallowing the excommunicated member from
receiving literature designated for Family members only. Regional shepherds can also disallow contact with
Family members, other than the excommunicated member’s personal family, and with Family Homes.

Family Aid Fund (FAF): fund to which all Family discipleship and Missionary member Homes have agreed
by referendum to donate 1% of their monthly income to be used for such things as pioneer gifts, HER funds,
Tool Fund gifts, Homegoing gifts, Home loans, baby bonuses, and medical emergencies. World Services also
donates 10% of its monthly income to this fund.

Family boards: a leadership and administrative structure consisting of six pillars—Children and Parenting
(CP), Church Growth and Outreach (CGO), Coaching and Shepherding (CS), Communications and Community
Relations (CCR), Education (ED), and Youth Services (YS)—by which initiatives for making progress within
each pillar can be generated by those involved at the national, regional, and/or international levels.

Family disciple (FD): a Family member who lives communally in a Family discipleship Home and fulfills the
membership requirements in the Charter.

Family Discipleship Charter, The (commonly known as the Charter): the official Family document
that defines Family membership for Family disciples, and the foundation structure of the Family’s
government.

Family discipleship Home: Family disciples who live together communally, fulfill the requirements of the
Charter, and receive their mailings and publications from World Services.

Family Home: where Family disciples or Missionary members reside together; a Family community.

Family International, The (commonly known as the Family): Christian and missionary fellowship that
includes various circles of association and membership.

Family International’s Statement of Faith, The: a comprehensive listing and basic explanation of the
Family’s fundamental beliefs, which all Family disciples, Missionary members, Fellow members, and Active
members should believe.

Family outreach publications and/or products: written, audio, or video products intended for
distribution to the general public; also referred to as outreach tools.

Family Policy Council (FPC): advisory body made up of the regional shepherds, the international board
chairpersons, and others appointed by World Services Leadership to formulate and determine Family policy,
subject to approval by World Services Leadership.

Family shepherds: Home shepherds, coaches, and the regional shepherds.

Family spokesperson: appointed by a regional council and the regional Communications and Community
Relations board to speak on behalf of the Family International. The International Media Desk may also
appoint a spokesperson to represent the Family in place of a regional spokesperson.

Fellow member (FM): a Family member who fulfills the membership requirements of the Fellow Member
Statutes.

Fellow Member Statutes: official document, previously known as the “Fellow Member Statement,” defining
Fellow member responsibilities, rights, and the governance and standard required for Fellow members and
their Homes.

Fundamental Family beliefs: biblical and revealed beliefs which Family disciples must believe and practice
to retain Family discipleship.

General member (GM): associated with the Family through receiving Family literature regularly and/or
working with the Family on missionary or humanitarian projects and who have agreed by consent to the
general membership Declaration of Intent. General members contribute via gifts, goods, or tithes to a Family
Home in some capacity; they are part of a Family Homes’ congregation, though are not members of the
Home itself.

Good News magazine (GNs): official World Services flagship publication for Family members, which is the
primary source of spiritual instruction and guidance, policy, and direction for the Family.

Guardian: person specifically authorized by a child’s parents to assume the responsibility of the parents in
their absence.
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Home censure: disciplinary measure given to a Home member by a simple majority of the Home council for
infractions to “Responsibilities of an Individual Family Disciple” or the “Family Discipleship Rules.”

Home council: body of the Home's voting members.

Home council meeting: held by a majority of the Home's members to pray, discuss, and decide matters
related to the running of the Home.

Home Emergency Reserves (HER): reserve funds made available to Family discipleship and Missionary
member Homes for use in the cases of an emergency.

Home manager (HM): elected to the Home's Steering council to manage the operational and practical
aspects of the Home and help the Home in fulfilling the practical aspects of the Charter and board criteria.
Home Manager Training Program (HMTP): training course of audio and text classes on Home
management which Home managers are required to work through.

Home regulations: Home rules adopted by a simple majority of the Home council which all Home members
must adhere to.

Home review: examination process by which Family Homes are periodically reviewed and graded as to their
performance within each of the six board pillars according to that board’s criteria.

Home shepherd (HS): elected to the Home’s steering council to shepherd the Home members and help to
guide the Home in fulfilling the spiritual aspects of the Charter.

Home Shepherd Training Program (HSTP): training course of audio and text classes on different
shepherding subjects, which Home shepherds are required to work through.

Home spokesperson: elected by the Home to represent the Home's local work or its affiliation with the
Family International to the general public and any who inquire.

InfoStore: the Family’s electronic publications library, replacing the HomeARC.

Intellectual property: original works of an author, artist, designer, composer, or producer.

International board (IB): the international level of the board structure, comprised of the international and
regional board chairpersons and others appointed to the board by World Services Leadership.

International media desk (IMD): appointed by the international Communications and Community
Relations board to coordinate media responses, provide media releases on international issues, and offer
counsel to official Family spokespersons concerning media responses.

Junior teens: those 14 and 15 years old.
Legal age: when minors become legally recognized as adults in the country where they reside.
Liabilities: a person’s or a Home's financial obligations, with specified terms of repayment.

Lit library: Home library containing Family literature and fully accessible to Family members, subject to circle
of membership and age classifications. The electronic lit library, InfoStore, the previous HomeARC which
InfoStore replaces, and the Family Members Only website (MO) are considered part of the Home’s lit library.

Live-in non-Family young person: former-Family young person staying temporarily in a Family
discipleship Home for a designated period of time while looking for employment or housing, or until able to
adequately get set up elsewhere.

Mate: Someone committed to being together with another person, whether legally married or not. A mated
couple is two people who consider themselves as each other’s mate.

Members Only website (MO website): website for Family Homes and members for Family publications,
notices, board news, photos, audio files, and testimonies. Family Homes or members are issued logons,
passwords, and access levels based on their circle of membership, as determined by their eTRFs.

Metropolitan area: large city or urbanized area including adjacent suburbs and towns as defined by the
regional council.

Minimum responsibility: 20-month period that a parenting teamwork, formed by a man and a single
woman or a couple and a single woman, must parent together; from the time the single woman realizes she
is pregnant until her child reaches his or her first birthday.

Missionary member (MM): Family member who fulfills the requirements of the Missionary Member
Statutes.

Missionary member Home: individual Missionary member or multiple Missionary members living
communally, who fulfill the requirements of the Missionary Member Statutes and report, tithe, and receive
their mailings and publications from World Services; they may live with non-Family individuals, however,
those individual’s would not be considered part of the Missionary member Home.
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Missionary Member Statutes: official document defining Missionary member responsibilities, rights, and
the governance and standard required for Missionary members and their Homes.

MO Letters (MLs): letters of direction, counsel, policy, and inspiration to the Family. Primarily issued in the
GNs and written for the most part by or commented on by Dad, Mama, or Peter.

Moderator: presides over a meeting and acts as a mediator in discussions; often the chairperson in a
meeting of the board.

Motion: formal means of requesting that a matter or procedure be taken up by the board during a board
meeting.

National: Family member who holds a passport to or has received nationalization from a country.

National area: specific geographical area, designated by the regional council and serviced by the national
boards.

National board (NB): the national level of the board structure, comprised of members appointed from the
Homes within the national area by the regional council that fulfills the responsibilities of national boards as
outlined in the Charter.

National coordinating council (NCC): comprised of the chairpersons of the four national boards, as well
as others the regional council may appoint, such as a Communications and Community Relations board
representative, and a Coaching and Shepherding board representative; whose job is to coordinate schedules
and activities planned by its national boards.

Net income: remaining funds after the Home deducts the 10% tithe, 1% FAF contribution, 3% common pot
contribution, and seed corn amounts.

Preteens: those 12 and 13 years old.

Probation: disciplinary measure administered to Missionary members by the shepherding desk for
Missionary Member Statute infractions for a specified period of time while allowing for continued membership.
Repeat offenders may be subject to a change in status or excommunication.

Probationary notice (PN): 60-day notice given by the reporting office for a Home’s late or missing eTRF,
10% tithe, 1% FAF gift, 3% common pot gift, or for not maintaining the minimum Home size; or given by the
regional shepherds when a Home fails to live up to its membership responsibilities. If not rectified within the
60-day period the Home will lose its current membership status in the Family.

Probationary status (PS): disciplinary measure administered to Family disciples by the shepherding desk
for Charter infractions allowing for continued membership but the loss of certain membership privileges.
Repeat offenders may be subject to a change in status or excommunication.

Production center (PC): produces and/or provides outreach tools to the Homes; formerly called a Service
Center or PPC.

Provisional disciple: new live-in Family member who has joined a Family discipleship Home for a
designated trial period, after which he will become a full-fledged Family disciple with all the rights and
responsibilities pertaining thereto.

Publications: includes printed literature, audio or video productions, e-publications, broadcast shows,
websites.

Quorum: minimum number of members who must be present at a meeting before the meeting is considered
“official”; for board and Home council meetings this will be a simple majority; for Home review criteria
meetings this will be a two-thirds majority.

Regional area: geographical area designated by World Services, overseen by the regional shepherds and
the regional council, and serviced by regional boards.

Regional board (RB): the regional level of the board structure, comprised of the chairperson(s) of each of
the national boards for that pillar within the regional area and/or others appointed by the regional shepherds,
and the regional board chairperson(s).

Regional council (RC): comprised of regional shepherds, the chairpersons of the six regional boards, the
overseer of the regional desk, and any others appointed by the regional shepherds.

Regional desk (RD): handles regional communications and administrative services; the desks are overseen
by their regional shepherds and their reporting office in matters pertaining to the administration of the region
and its Homes.

Regional shepherd (RS): member of the Family Policy Council as well as a member of the regional council,

appointed by World Services Leadership; regional shepherds are ultimately responsible for the shepherding
and oversight of the Family in a regional area.
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Reporting office (RO): administrative office where all Family Homes send their monthly TRFs and report
their 10% tithe, and where Family discipleship and Missionary member Homes also report their 1% FAF gift,
and 3% common pot contribution.

Road team: witnessing team that distributes Family publications and/or products, fundraises, and/or does
follow-up while on the road and whose members all reside in a fixed Family Home and appear on their
Home's eTRF.

Road team Home: reporting mobile Home with no permanent residence that is based within a specific
region; they are required to have a coach, keep the “"Home Size Rules” and all other Charter guidelines.

Seed corn: cost of distribution products, to be set aside each time a product is distributed in order to
replenish the Home's stock.
Senior teens: those 16 and 17 years old.

Sensitive country: where political, religious, or cultural conditions may be potentially dangerous or
problematic for the Family operating there, thus requiring specific guidelines on witnessing and/or Family
activities.

Service Home: offers a service to the Family in a city, area, or internationally and is under the supervision
of regional shepherds.

Sexual act: genital-genital contact, orogenital contact (between the mouth and genitals), or the intentional
touching of the genitals to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person.

Sexual contact: intentional touching of the intimate parts of another person to arouse or gratify the sexual
desire of any person, exclusive of “sexual acts.”

Sexual interaction: anything sexual done with another person. This includes sexual acts, sexual contact,
and deep kissing.

Shepherding desk (SD): handles regional Coaching and Shepherding board communications, Charter
infractions, and shepherding-related matters within the region; they are overseen by the regional
chairpersons of the Coaching and Shepherding board.

Simple majority: when the will of over 50% of the voting members determines the outcome.
Single parent: a parent with one or more children, who is not living with the child[ren]’s other parent.

Steering council (SC): comprised of the Home's shepherds and managers who guide the Home according
to Family goals in the Word, the Charter, and the board criteria, as well as the goals and direction decided
upon by the Home council.

Teen counselor: appointed by the Home to help shepherd and care for the Home’s resident 12- to 17-year-
olds and works in counsel with the Home's shepherds and the parents.

Teens: those 12 through 17 years old.

Tithe: 10% of a Home's cash income given to benefit the Lord’s work, reported on the eTRF, and
administered by World Services.

Tool Fund gift: a one-time gift given to all Family disciples and Missionary members from the Family Aid
Fund to finance their initial purchase of witnessing materials.

Two-thirds majority: when the will of over 66.6% of voting members determines the outcome.

Voting member: Home member, age 16 years or above, who has fulfilled the requirements for Family
discipleship.

Working reserves: up to, but not exceeding, one quarter of a Home’s Home Emergency Reserves that a
Home is permitted to use for needs other than for those covered by the Home Emergency Reserves provision
with the stipulation that the complete loan must be paid back by the Home's April or October eTRF,
whichever comes first.

World Services (WS): administrative body and publications arm of the Family.

World Services Administration (WS Admin): branch of World Services responsible for the Family’s
international administrative services.

World Services Finance Committee: committee within World Services that manages and/or oversees the
distribution of the Family’s tithes and gifts.

World Services Leadership (WSL): provides the Family with spiritual and practical leadership, determines
Family doctrine and policy, and oversees World Services. Maria and Peter are the current World Services
Leadership.
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World Services Publications (WS Pubs): branch of World Services responsible for the production of all
World Services publications.

Young adult (YA): those 18 through 20 years old.

Youth Services board (YS board): Family board pillar that provides activities and programs as well as
discipleship and missionary training for Family young people ages 12 through 17, and where possible provides
counsel and assistance to parents and Homes in the shepherding of their young people ages 12 through 17.



Responsibilities and Rights of Family Disciples and
Discipleship Homes

The Family International is a Christian missionary movement dedicated to preaching the Gospel of Jesus
Christ throughout the world. Family members receive Jesus as their personal Savior and are baptized with the
Holy Spirit. Additionally, Family disciples have chosen the Lord’s call both to serve Him as disciples and to live
communally in Family discipleship Homes, and therefore have responsibilities to both God and the Family, and
certain rights guaranteed them in God’s Word and our Family Charter.
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Responsibilities of an Individual Family Disciple

“Responsibilities of an Individual Family Disciple” outlines what Family disciples are responsible to do if they
wish to remain Family disciples. Of course, no one is perfect, and if at some time you fail in fulfilling some of
these responsibilities it won't necessarily result in your losing Family discipleship. However, if you regularly fail
to fulfill them, or violate or contravene them, you will be in danger of losing your Family discipleship.

A Family disciple should:

A. Maintain a close connection with God through communion with Jesus and hearing from
Him, prayer and praise, reading of His Word through both the Bible and the Letters,
Scripture and Word memorization, and the minimizing and resisting of worldly, ungodly,
and unedifying influences in his life; thus exhibiting the fruits of the Spirit, which are
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance
(Galatians 5:22-23).

As Family disciples, each of us should strive to have a deep relationship with Jesus through prayer,
praise, the written Word, and personal prophecy. As disciples we should pray and hear from the Lord, both
individually and with others, and we should strengthen our spirits by spiritually feasting upon God’s Word,
privately and unitedly.

“The Lord is expecting a great deal from all of us, because ‘unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall
be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more’ (Luke 12:48). We
are given an abundance of His love, His truth, and His Word. We must be the most well-fed Christians on
Earth, and still the Lord continues to pour His Word bountifully upon us—both through the WS publications,
as well as the Words you are personally receiving straight from our Husband and Lover. So with all that He
gives us, He can certainly require that we work to achieve the spiritual goals He has set before us” (ML
#3197:4).

Family discipleship is only for those who have made the decision to dedicate their lives to the Lord and
His service as Family disciples, and to abide by the Charter’s “Responsibilities and Rights of Family Disciples
and Discipleship Homes"” and “Family Discipleship Rules” in their entirety.

We should resist the Devil (James 4:7) by actively striving to minimize worldly, ungodly, and unedifying
influences in our lives. These worldly, ungodly, and unedifying influences could be anything that pulls us
away from the Lord or pollutes our spirit, mind, or heart with “junk food” of the spirit and hinders our
connection with God. This would include reading unedifying or ungodly material, including pornographic
material, in books, magazines, or on the Internet; watching of unedifying videos, movies, or TV; playing
unedifying computer games; engaging in ungodly or unedifying communications; listening to ungodly music;
browsing ungodly or unedifying Internet sites, using foul language, or engaging in other activities that are a
reproach to the cause of Christ.

While not all novels, reading material, movies, TV, computer games, music, or Internet sites are
necessarily ungodly or unedifying, and while undoubtedly in our day-to-day work and outreach we will come
in contact with these influences, the excessive intake of any worldly influences is damaging to our
discipleship, unedifying to our spirits, and thus we should minimize their influences in our lives.

The Lord said, “If you are to focus on the power of the keys, if you are to allow the words I speak to you
to dictate your life, you must rid yourselves of all that stands in your way of this. Detach yourselves from
other things that clutter your life—the cares of the world, the pride of life, anything that opposes My Word”
(ML#3374:50). The excessive input of these worldly influences will weaken our spirits and hinder our
connection with the Lord. Therefore we must minimize them in our lives in order to be the dropped-out
disciples that Jesus has called us to be.
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“If you are unsure about whether something is unedifying, go to the Word, go to the Lord, counsel with
your shepherds and be open to what the Word, the Lord, and your shepherds say” (ML #3197:61). If you
wish to keep your Family discipleship, you are required to minimize these influences in your life.

As with all other individual Charter responsibilities, discerning whether you are minimizing and resisting
worldly, unedifying and ungodly influences in your life will be determined by the agreement of your Home
shepherds and in some cases your Home council, and then the shepherding desk if a term of PS or
reclassification may become necessary, not by you.

If other forms of Home and Charter shepherding and discipline have been exhausted and you are
consistently not minimizing these worldly, ungodly, and unedifying influences, your Home will recommend
your change to another circle of Family membership.

B. Believe that David was God’s Endtime prophet, that Maria is God’s chosen and anointed
successor, who has inherited David’s mantle as God’s prophetess, and that Peter was
commissioned by David and anointed by the Lord to work alongside Maria.

There are a number of differences between the churches and us, but the main one is that God gave us
David, His Endtime Prophet, as our founder, shepherd, king, and leader. Through the years Dad trained Maria
as his successor, and with his passing, the Lord has anointed her as His Prophetess, Shepherdess,
“winetaster,” and as the Family’s queen. Years ago in prophecy through Dad the Lord said, “When David is
taken from thee, you shall be known as a prophetess, and you shall be heeded as the Oracles of God and you
shall become as another one—as the Prophetess of God!” (ML #111:22).

Not long before Dad went to be with the Lord, Dad also prayed for and commissioned Peter to carry on
as the Family’s king after he died. Dad prayed, “Jesus, bless Peter and anoint him for this task to carry on
after me, And Mama, too, Lord. Anoint them, Jesus! Give them wisdom, Lord, and inspiration. Help them to
hear Thy voice, that they may carry on to lead Thy people into the future” (ML #2993:40).

We know by the wonderful fruit of David’s, Maria’s, and Peter’s ministries, the billions reached with the
Gospel and the millions of souls saved through the Family, that they are called and chosen of God.

C. Believe and teach the Family’'s fundamental beliefs, both biblical and revealed, as
published in the “"Family International’s Statement of Faith” or otherwise declared as
such in a publication with an ML or GN number.

The Lord—through the Bible, Dad, Mama, and Peter—has poured forth an immense amount of teaching,
training, guidance, spiritual truths, revelations, and direction. The Bible and the Letters embody our religious
beliefs and doctrine. These beliefs vary in importance, but some are an integral and essential part of our
faith, which as Family disciples we must believe and teach.

The “Family International’s Statement of Faith” contains a listing and basic explanation of the Family’s
fundamental beliefs, including the following subjects: the Holy Scriptures, God and the Trinity, Creation, the
fall of man, Jesus Christ the Son of God, salvation by grace, the Holy Spirit, the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
gifts of the Spirit, the gift of prophecy, divine healing, keys of the kingdom, fruits of the Spirit, angels,
departed saints, Satan and his demons, spiritual warfare, prayer, the Lord’s Supper—communion, the Church:
the fellowship of believers, the Great Commission, consecration, non-conformity to the world, discipleship,
cooperative communal living, marriage and children, the sanctity of life, civil government and religious liberty,
Jesus’ Law of Love, perspective on sexuality, the Bride of Christ, and the Time of the End.

We also have other beliefs that are explained in published MLs, which we consider to be fundamental and
essential. However, not every Letter or publication from World Services contains fundamental or essential
beliefs. There are thousands of Letters that have been published on a myriad of subjects. Contained within
these are a wide variety of teaching and revelations, dreams and spiritual experiences, and advice and
counsel on both spiritual and practical matters. Some of these are fundamental and essential to our belief
system and some are not.

For example, salvation by grace, eternal salvation, prophecy, and a belief in spiritual warfare, angels, and
departed saints are all essential Family beliefs. You can’t be a Family disciple unless you believe these truths.
The same holds true with such doctrines as Creation, as outlined in Genesis, that Jesus is the only begotten
Son of God, etc.

There are, however, times when Dad has made statements in the Letters to the effect of, “This is what I
feel about this subject, but you don't have to believe it if you don't want to.” Dad also had different
hypotheses and theories on how things would play out in the Endtime. These speculations and scenarios
were not considered fundamental Family beliefs, whereas Dad’s direct revelation concerning our living in the
Time of the End, which all Family members embrace, is essential.
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As Dad said, "We all heartily agree on all the fundamentals and all the major doctrines and the things
that are really essential. So we don't need to split theological hairs over some of these little things that I say.
But what the Scripture says, that’s it! You'd better agree with this!” (ML #2234:27).

D. Read the Bible, the Letters, and other Family publications, both old and new.

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). In order to strengthen our
faith, and to be in tune with the Lord and the directions that He is giving the Family, it is imperative that we
read and study His Word, both the Bible and the Letters and other WS publications, as they contain a wealth
of needed counsel, direction, and spiritual feeding.

For this reason it is required that members spend a minimum of 12 hours daily in quality Word (private
or united), praise, and personal communion with and hearing from the Lord, as outlined in the "Word Rules”.
This is not the recommended amount of personal time with the Lord; it is the minimum and should be quality
time.

New disciples under one year in the Family must spend an additional one hour per day in the Word in
order to complete study of the “Priority Reading List for a New Family Disciple or Missionary Member,” as well
as the 12 Bridges course, if they did not complete it before becoming a Family disciple, and to complete their
basic memory work.

E. Live in accordance with the Word by applying the spiritual and practical counsel given in
the Letters to his daily life.

Not every Letter contains material that is designated to be a fundamental or essential belief. Every Letter
does, however, contain spiritual or practical guidance, counsel, and instruction, which as Family disciples you
are expected to conscientiously apply to your life and Home.

The Charteris not meant to override, bind, or usurp the Word, but is rather meant to reflect the Word
and the authority of the Letters, and the role the Lord expects the Letters to have in guiding the Family. The
“Responsibilities of Individual Family Disciples” is written in a way that is meant to go hand in hand with the
Word as it comes out. These responsibilities express the discipleship life, and are for the most part, broad
enough to continue to go hand in hand with GNs now and in the future as new direction from the Lord is
given.

This means that when looking at a GN that articulates the Lord’s will in some matter, instead of seeing it
from the point of view of, “The Charter doesn’t say we specifically have to do this,” it should be looked at like,
“The Lord says we need to do this, so let’s see which responsibility of individual Family disciples, or which
responsibility of the Family discipleship Home this falls under.” There is a Charter clause that can be applied
to pretty much every issue addressed in the GNs.

Of course, there are certain older Letters and publications written years ago that no longer apply in the
same way today as they did then, as our God is a moving God and He guides us to change our methods and
modes of operation and outreach according to the need of the day. The Letters continue to contain God'’s
counsel for the Family for today, and as Family members we should do our best to please God by following
His guidance as He pours it out to us in His Word.

F. Live by the principles of the Law of Love: to love and care for and interact lovingly and
harmoniously with all members of the Home in which he resides and with Family
members at large.

Dad succinctly explained the Law of Love in this way: ™Love doeth thy neighbor no harm,’ for ‘thou shall
love thy neighbor as thyself’: This is God’s Law of Love! ‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you.” ‘Against such love there is no law.’ This is the Lord’s Law of Love. Obey it and you can have total love,
life and liberty in the Lord. These are God’s conditions [Romans 13:10; Matthew 22:39; 7:12; Galatians 5:22—
231" (ML #302C:15).

Many have the idea that the Law of Love concerns only sexual matters. This is not so. The Law of Love
governs all of our actions. It's the foundation of our unity and is the basis for all of our Family rules, rights,
and responsibilities. This clause in the Charteris one of the most important, as it sets the tone for all that is
to follow and influences all our interactions with each other.

The Law of Love is further defined in the GN series on the Law of Love (MLs #3201-3212) as well as in
the Family Statement, “God’s Law of Love—The Family’s Foundation Principle.” “The Law of Love is the
guiding principle of our lives; it's what everything we do should be based on. The Lord says, ‘You must learn
the gift of encouragement. That's a very major part of My Law of Love.—And what about comfort, simplicity,
preferring one another, doing a little extra for your brother or sister, sympathy, compassion, and feeling the
pain which others suffer? These are all important parts of the Law of Love as well” (ML#3201:24).
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Living the Law of Love includes engaging in loving communications and refraining from gossip. Blurting
out everything you know or everything you may have heard about a person or a situation can quickly develop
into harmful rumors or gossip. This is not love, and the “pastor’s pillow” effect of gossip can be very harmful.

It also includes living in unity with others, both in your Home and with the Family at large. The Charter
grants a number of rights for our members to allow them to operate according to their faith. It also gives
each individual authority over what happens in his Home through his right to vote on all Home decisions. The
reason for these rights is not to create a "me first” attitude, where we put “our rights” above all other
concerns. Unselfish love, the love that puts the needs of others before our own, the great love that lays down
its life for others, the Love of God in our hearts, is the heart and soul of this Charter. Without love, it is just a
listing of rules, regulations, and laws.

If we implement the Charter without love we will become an organization with members who are looking
out mainly for themselves. If the Charter rules are followed with the main ingredient being the Love of God, it
will result in a strong Family, with wise, loving, and full of faith brothers and sisters. Living the Charteris a
test of our spiritual maturity. Daily we are faced with situations in which we have to decide if we are going to
put our individual wants and desires above the needs of others, measuring our spiritual maturity by our
prayerfulness, our unselfishness, and our love for others.

When we vote on matters within the Home, we must vote according to what we believe is God’s will, and
what is the loving and godly thing to do. Remember the Law of Love: “Love doeth thy neighbor no harm.”
With the Charter, we are each responsible to live the Law of Love. "By this shall all men know that you are
My disciples, if you have love one to another” (John 13:35).

G. Engage in evangelism.

The Lord’s Great Commission to all Christians is to “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature” (Mark 16:15). We have answered that call, and as such, we have a commitment to win others
to Jesus by dedicating ourselves to the goal of preaching the Gospel to every creature.

The definition of evangelism is “zealous preaching and dissemination of the Gospel, such as through
missionary work.” We feel this is the appropriate way to express the concept of both witnessing to the
unsaved and follow-up feeding, which includes teaching the Word to those who are saved. If you were in a
situation where you had many sheep that were already saved and you were teaching them regular classes,
you might not consider that “witnessing,” but it would be considered evangelism. The main point is that we
must all be working to “preach the Gospel to every creature.”

“Engaging in evangelism” must be interpreted in light of the Word for today. For example, when the
Charter was first written, the Activated program and the emphasis on follow-up and feeding the sheep didn't
exist. So “engaging in evangelism” then did not include the Activated program and our present distribution
materials, or our present methods of follow-up and teaching. Now its very clear that the Lord is intent on the
Family using the Activated program and follow-up in order to build well-rounded missionary works, so when
interpreting the meaning of “engage in evangelism” today, we have to do so in light of the New Wine as
reflected in the “Church Growth and Outreach Board.”

H. Have a working knowledge of and live in accordance with the Charter.

Since the Charter, interpreted through the New Wine, defines your responsibilities, rights, and the rules
that you must follow to be Family disciples, you should have a basic working knowledge of this document.
This doesn’'t mean that one need to become an expert on the intricacies of the Charter, but neither will
anyone be able to claim ignorance of the law if they fail to obey it.

WS has compiled and clearly explained in the Charterthe Family’s responsibilities and rights, as well as
the rules, and it is each member’s responsibility to familiarize themselves with them.

I. Reside in a Family discipleship Home and appear each month on a Family discipleship
Home’s monthly eTRF without exception.

This is further outlined in “World Services Reporting Rules,” “Procedure for Defining a Metropolitan Area,”
and “Home Size Rules.”

J. Share his material belongings with the Family in general and with the Home where he
resides in particular by contributing his income to the Home’s common finances
according to Acts 2:44—45.

1. A Family disciple is responsible to be a good steward of any materials entrusted to his
use or care.
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2. While 16- to 17-year-olds are not held responsible for the Home's financial decisions
and obligations, they are still required to live according to Acts 2:44—45 when it
comes to funds they raise or donations they receive.

Our Family believes in Acts 2:44—45: “All that believed were together, and had all things common; and
sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.” This is an essential
verse in our Family way of life, as it governs the use and ownership of our material possessions. The goal of
these verses—and of their companion verses, Acts 4:34-35, which say that “Neither was there any among
them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of
the things that were sold, and laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every
man according as he had need”—is that everyone should have what he needs and that those who have more
than they need should lovingly share it with those who lack.

“We are doing what the Lord wanted the Church to do in the first place, and which the Church did in the
first place, in the days of the Early Church where they lived communally and ‘no man called anything his own’
(Acts 4:32) and ‘owed no man anything save to love him’ (Romans 13:8) and shared all things, just as it says
in Acts 2.—They really lived communally and it worked, like it's working with us, because of the Lord and our
love and sacrificial service and wanting to help others and help each other” (ML #2342:25).

As disciples, we share our material belongings with one another so that we will all have the things that
we need and that no one will be in want. In some cases the word “share” would mean to “give”; in other
cases it would mean to “make available for others to use.”

If you are truly sharing all things, the management of the gifts, donations, and income individuals receive
should not result in “haves” and “have nots.” According to Acts 4:34-35, when members of the Home receive
additional personal income it doesn't mean that they should keep it solely toward their own needs. The Home
member should make their gift known to the Home to consider the needs of the overall Home and his fellow
disciples, rather than just his own needs or wants.

When truly living Acts 2:44-45, rather than by the “split finances” or “personal quota” modes of
operation—which result in certain Home members having personal funds which other Home members are not
aware of—while the money may not all be physically handed over to the Home's bookkeeper, the finances
have been declared in full and have been given to the Home in spirit, and the recipient of the funds is willing
to counsel about their use and is yielded to considering the collective needs of the Home over his own wants.
So in essence, the Home, as a body, knows the income these individuals have received, and the Home, as a
body, decides together whether these individuals can keep all or a portion of such income.

The area of material possessions can be a real test of our love, unselfishness, and faithfulness. Do we
have enough love to supply the needs of others by the giving of those things we have to fill their need? Are
we unselfish enough to give even though it hurts, or conversely to refuse to receive an item because we
know the giver needs it more than ourselves? Are we faithful stewards of the things we use?

Whatever material possessions you or the Home have ultimately belong to the Lord, and it is your
responsibility to take good care of them, to be a faithful steward of them. When you have need of something
and someone shares it with you, whether by allowing you to use it, or by giving it to you, it is your
responsibility to take good care of it.

At times, questions will arise concerning to whom some item actually belongs. This will most often occur
when someone is moving from a Home and wishes to take an item with them. In such cases the Home
council should decide the matter by a two-thirds majority vote of the Home council, unless the items were
previously agreed upon when the member joined the Home, or when the items were donated or purchased.
Generally, with major items, the Home should consider what is best for the overall work.

We are expected to be good stewards over not only the Family’s materials but also those things that are
entrusted to our care by non-Family persons, such as rented housing, properties, and other materials. We
need to be “faithful stewards and diligent caretakers of the materials, resources, properties, provisions,
vehicles, etc., which the Lord gives or loans to us for His use!” (ML #197:23).

K. Conduct himself as a good Christian, showing outgoing love and concern for others and
interact as lovingly and harmoniously as possible with all people.

As Christians and representatives of the Family, we are responsible to manifest the Lord’s love to all men
by being good samples of His love; to avoid actions, words, or attitudes that would stumble, hurt or confuse
others, or reflect negatively on the Lord, His Word, or His work.

L. Fulfill his obligations and responsibilities, whether financial, legal, or otherwise. This
includes handling finances or business dealings with other Family members in an honest
and responsible manner.
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An important part of your sample as a good Christian is to fulfill your obligations, legally, morally,
financially, or otherwise, to others. For example, if someone lends you his vehicle, your duty as a good
Christian is to return the vehicle in as good or better condition than when it was loaned to you. Or if you
borrow a piece of equipment from someone and break it, the loving thing to do is to get it fixed or to replace
it before returning it to him. Another example of fulfilling your obligations to others would be if you were to
sell your car to another Family member. Your obligation to that person would be to ensure that you inform
him of any defects or problems with the vehicle before selling it to him, and that he receives the title to the
car, and that all other necessary paperwork is in order. Being faithful in business dealings with others—
whether Family members or not—is an important part of your sample as a good Christian.

M. Fulfill the scriptural injunction to “bear one another’s burdens”—to put the needs of the
Home and its members before his own.

God’s Word instructs us to “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians
6:2). This is another Law of Love clause. As Jesus laid down His life for us, so we should lay down our lives
daily for the brethren. As disciples, we should manifest our love one for another by doing all we can to make
sure that we are aware of the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of those around us, and we should do
whatever we can to help care for them in their need. Since so much within the Home is decided by the
Home's voting members, it is even more important that we all are mindful of the burdens, hardships, battles,
and needs of others in the Home, and that we are willing to put their needs and the good of the Home and
building a winning team before our own wants and desires.

Dad said, "I always try to put myself in the other fellow’s shoes, and not expect any more of him than I
would expect of myself, and not ask any more of him than I would want him to ask of me, were our positions
reversed!” (ML #52:47).

N. Bear, with all other voting members of the Home, the spiritual, physical, material,
educational, and financial responsibilities of the Home in which he resides.

Voting members have a great deal of authority in their Home through their right to vote. Throughout the
Charter you'll find that there are many issues that the Home is required to democratically vote on in order to
decide a course of action. Because all voting members have the right to participate in deciding these matters,
they are responsible for the results of their votes. So when a Home is doing poorly, either spiritually,
physically, or economically, the blame will fall on the voting members of the Home, instead of solely on the
Home's steering council, because the policies of the Home are determined by the voting members and not
only the steering council.

Though this clause is listed as one of the responsibilities of individual Family disciples, it should also be
said here that the starting point for nurturing and living Family discipleship is the Home. While an individual
may have the desire to be a disciple, the Home is where that discipleship is lived, and the discipleship lifestyle
for the Family is defined by the unique qualities of that lifestyle that can only be lived out in a Family
discipleship Home.

To provide the special sample of full-time discipleship the Lord has called us to, one must live in a Family
discipleship Home, making the Home the foundation, springboard, and sample of modern-day discipleship as
explained in the Words of David. The fruits of living the discipleship standard must be evident within the
Home, and the only way for a Home to truly bring forth that fruit is if the individual members of the Home
are disciples, together living the discipleship life. If the Home is not bringing forth the fruits of discipleship,
that’s an indication the Home’s members are not disciples.

Our 16- to 17-year-olds are voting members of the Home and thus they, too, are equally responsible for
the decisions of the Home and the outcome of those decisions. However, in the area of financial decisions
there is a difference in the voting rights. Those 16 and 17 will not have a vote on the financial matters of the
Home, but neither will they be held responsible for the Home’s debts and liabilities, as also explained in
“Rights of an Individual Family Disciple.”

Even though our members under the age of 16, new disciples, and rejoining MMs or FMs are not yet
voting members, you are encouraged to seek their opinions and participation in Home matters that concern
them. Whenever practical and at the steering council’s discretion, our junior teens, new disciples, those on PS
or HC, and rejoining MMs and FMs should be permitted to attend Home council meetings covering matters
pertaining to them.

0. Actively participate in the governing and care of the Home in which he resides, which
would include:

1. Accepting responsibility for the Home's collective decisions and actions, and for the
results of those decisions and actions.
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2. Living in accordance with the agreed-upon Home regulations and goals, and
committing his resources, time, energy, knowledge, gifts, and talents towards
reaching those agreed-upon goals.

a. If in disagreement and not willing to cooperate and support the joint decisions of
the Home’s voting members, voluntarily leaving the Home by moving to another
Home or pioneering his own Home.

3. Performing, to the best of his ability, the duties and responsibilities assigned to him
by the Home's duly elected steering council and accept shepherding by his Home
shepherds.

It is very important for Family disciples to fully understand that the Home in which they live belongs to all
who live in it, and all voting members are expected to participate in its decision-making process. Your Home's
steering council is only part of the membership of your Home, so your Home does not belong to the steering
council; nor does your Home belong to levels of leadership above the Home; it's yours. As such, it is up to
you to help govern your Home and make the decisions that affect it in order to have a winning team.

Because each Home member personally participates through voting in virtually all decisions governing all
aspects of the Home, collectively each one bears responsibility for the outcome of those decisions. If the
Home agrees to pursue some course of action and it later goes awry, then it is the Home’s responsibility and
each voting member of the Home is accountable. If things go so bad that the Home has to be corrected, all
of the Home members will be corrected, not just the steering council. If the Home is mismanaged or becomes
spiritually dead, then every person age 16 and over is responsible, because they elected their steering council
and had a direct or indirect say in the decisions and resultant problems.

Home accountability means that each voting member of the Home bears responsibility for the goals,
decisions, and functioning of the Home. The Home is the core of the Family. You have the right to participate
in the governing of your Home, but you also bear responsibility for those decisions. It's because of this
responsibility that you should feel obligated to participate in the decision-making process in the Home. Each
one needs to be involved and to pray about the matters being brought up for discussion and to cast his vote,
because each will be held responsible. If you just rock along and don't pay attention to or pray about the
matters being voted on, you may find your Home reaping the results of unprayerful or unwise decisions.

The Home council determines the Home's basic nature, goals, and direction by a simple or two-thirds
majority. If, for example, you collectively decide that one of your Home’s goals is going to be pioneering new
ways to reach the influential in your city then all are expected to contribute toward achieving that goal, within
your capabilities and health.

The voting members of a Home also elect their steering council with the understanding that it is
commissioned to spiritually shepherd and practically manage the Home within the authorized boundaries of
this Charter and to help the Home fulfill the board criteria. This includes carrying out matters that the
majority of the Home council agrees to. Home members are therefore expected to accept shepherding from
their Home shepherds and to perform the duties assigned to them by their Home managers, both of which
they have elected to these positions.

Since you participate in the governing of the Home through your vote, you are expected to abide by all
joint decisions made by the Home council. Once your Home has voted on a matter, then you must comply
with the decision made, even if you voted against it, because the majority of the Home council agreed to it. If
you strongly disagree with the other voting members of your Home on a matter, you are free to move out of
the Home in accordance with the terms of the “Right of Mobility” or give up your Family discipleship if you
cannot find a Home whose goals you are in agreement with and can contribute towards.

Remember, though, that any Home you live in will not always vote on matters to your satisfaction, so you
shouldn't decide to move out of your Home every time something doesn’t go your way; and while moving to
another Home is an option, as long as you are a member of a particular Home, you must live in accordance
with the decisions made by that Home and trust the Lord for the final outcome to be what He knows is best.

P. Live in accordance with the agreed-upon goals of the area and the Family at large.

These would include any region-wide, country-wide, and/or city-wide goals that have been voted in by
the respective Homes.

Q. Refrain from activities, appearance, or behavior that would be a reproach to the cause of
Christ and/or reflect negatively on the Family.
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Each of us should be a good example of a Christian and of a Family member, for our sample speaks much
louder than our sermon. As much as possible, our actions should lift up Jesus, and should not defame,
blemish, or be a poor reflection on the Lord or the Family.

In different areas of the world, this could mean refraining from different things. Wherever we live, we
must take into account the traditions and culture of the community or country and refrain from behavior or
speech that would unnecessarily offend individuals of that culture. This is part of trying to comply with the
biblical counsel to become all things to all men (1 Corinthians 9:22).

R. Endeavor to overcome, including when necessary requesting united prayer against,
personal weaknesses and besetting sins, so that they do not grow to cause physical or
spiritual disruption in the Home, and/or physical, spiritual, or emotional harm to himself
or others.

Family disciples are expected to work on their personal weaknesses and problems. If one member’s
personal problems get out of hand they could eventually cause problems for him and for the Home. If a
member’s weaknesses become too serious and long lasting, it could eventually warrant him losing his Family
discipleship.

However, even if personal weaknesses are such that they do not cause spiritual, emotional, or physical
disruption of the Home or themselves, members are still expected to work towards overcoming and gaining
victories in these areas through the Word, hearing from the Lord, receiving counsel on the matter from their
Home shepherds, and when necessary requesting united prayer.

“We occasionally have serious spiritual problems that become of sufficient magnitude to hinder our
relationship with the Lord or with others.—In which case, we need to actually be delivered from them, and
thank the Lord, we can be delivered. We can—and should—make progress and show some improvement
even in the weak areas of our lives as we walk with the Lord and continue to grow spiritually. In fact, if we
don't try to make progress and grow and continually strive to overcome such weaknesses, but we just resign
ourselves to them and sort of give up in our struggle against them, we may find that they move from the
category of being mere human frailties to the category of being serious spiritual problems” (ML #2553:35—
36).

For example, if you have a problem with pride, and it's your besetting sin, but you are aware of it and are
continually trying to keep it in check, and it's not causing major problems in the Home or even to yourself,
then you aren't in danger of losing your Family discipleship. If, however, because of your pride, you are not
yielded to the Lord'’s Spirit and are causing problems in the Home, the shepherds will talk with you, seek the
Lord with you, and endeavor to help you to follow the Lord’s counsel so you can overcome it. If you
consistently refuse their help and counsel, or you don't seriously attempt to overcome your weakness and
gain victories, you will eventually end up losing your place as a Family disciple.

S. Recognize that his body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and as such not abuse it; keep a
clean and presentable appearance, and actively and consistently endeavor to stay
healthy and physically fit.

The Bible says, "Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God'’s. Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 3:16-17).

As Dad often explained, the Lord made man to need healthy food, sufficient rest, physical activity, and
fresh air in order to remain healthy. As witnessing Christians, the care we take of our bodies, health, and
appearance is part of our testimony, so we must do all we can to stay healthy and physically fit, and keep a
presentable appearance.

“Responsibilities of a Family Disciple” outlines the need for healthy habits, including a good diet, eating
the right kinds of foods, and getting plenty of rest and sufficient exercise.

T. Respect the privacy of others with regard to personal mail and email communications.

Home members should be able to communicate freely and privately via mail or email, without
unnecessary intrusion from other members. When it comes to email that is on a communal computer, for
example, it would generally be a breach of privacy to read someone else’s emails or attachments unless you
had permission from the person to do so. It would generally be intrusive to open another person’s mail
and/or read it without his permission. On the other hand, as with mail that is left open in a public place it is
also the responsibility of each person to keep confidential email files on the Home’s computer secure and
closed.
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According to the “Rights of Family Discipleship Parents” parents may read or monitor their minor children
or teen’s email or mail if they feel it's necessary.

There are also times when Home shepherds may feel they need to ask an individual about his personal
communications. In this case, it is important that the individual’s responsibility to be open and honest and to
accept shepherding is balanced with sensitivity and respect for that member’s right to privacy.

There may also be regional guidelines advising Home members how best to communicate when living in
sensitive countries. It is understood that Home members would be expected to comply with these guidelines
as part of their agreement to work in those countries.

U. Grant when necessary the use of his intellectual property, including songs, written
material, illustrations, and/or multimedia creations that are designated or submitted for
GP distribution, to the Family or to a company endorsed by World Services Leadership.

In order to be able to distribute our publications and products through commercial means, such as mass
marketing, radio and TV broadcasting, book and other retail and online stores, etc., the companies endorsed
by WSL to own the rights to Family GP products must also own the copyrights to or have licenses to use all of
the songs or other materials on the audio/video product, or the written material and artwork on a printed
publication.

Companies endorsed by WSL to own the copyrights to Family GP products must have written agreements
with the authors/composers of the songs, written works, artwork, or multimedia creations, photos, etc., used
in GP products, in order for those products to be sold commercially. To ensure that each of our new products
is legally suitable for commercial distribution, we're requiring that when a song is included in a GP product,
paperwork must be signed granting a WS-endorsed company the right to use the song.

When a Family member chooses to submit material to be used in a Family publication or product, it must
be of his own volition. The individual author or composer would keep the copyright itself, but give the WS-
endorsed company the right to include the material in Family productions. Likewise, those who send in
creative material that may be used in a GP publication will be sent a contract to fill in granting a company
named by WS the rights to use that creative work in a commercial product.
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Those who fulfill the “Responsibilities of an Individual Family Disciple” have certain rights. In order to exercise
these rights, however, you must fulfill the responsibilities of a Family disciple.

A Family disciple has the right to:

A. Individual choice and self-determination. God endows every person with gifts and
talents, which, along with his experiences, education, and training—physically,
intellectually, and spiritually—help to compose the unique person he is. A Family disciple
has the right to exercise personal initiative, faith, and choice in the use of his gifts,
talents, education, and experience, providing these are consistent with the goals of the
overall Family and the “"Family Discipleship Rules” and do not contradict or interfere with
the agreed upon goals and Home regulations of the Home in which he resides. If a Family
disciple determines that he cannot exercise these rights in his present circumstances, he
has the right to attempt to change his circumstances through Home council meetings,
through the election of the Home's steering council, through moving to another Home, or
through the pioneering of his own Home.

The term “individual choice” is used to stress that each and every Family disciple of voting age has the
right to choose the things he wants to do. Of course, if you choose to do things that are not in line with the
Family’s discipleship standard, then you will be unable to retain your Family discipleship and will be moved to
a different category of Family membership, or if you wish, you can choose to leave the Family.

The definition of “self-determination” is: “Determination of one’s own fate or course of action without
compulsion.” This is included to ensure you the right to make personal choices without anyone compelling
you to do something you don’t want to do. The definitions of “compel” are: “To force, drive, or constrain; to
necessitate or pressure by force; to exert a strong, irresistible force on.” As Dad said, "We have to choose for
ourselves, find His will for ourselves, seek Him diligently to know His will, and to know what is best for us and
others through our knowledge of His Word and personal experience. This is why He put us here, this is what
we're here to learn, and the major part of our training: how to make the right decisions through our personal
contact with Him, our knowledge of His Word and His will, and our love for Him and others” (ML #238:9).

Throughout the Letters, Dad and Mama have said that each individual should determine his own course
of action without anyone pressuring, forcing, or coercing him to do something he doesn't want to do. We
trust that you love the Lord enough and are spiritually mature enough to make the right decisions through
prayer, His Word, and godly counsel. The only One Who should compel or constrain us to do anything is
Jesus—"for the Love of Christ constrains us” (2 Corinthians 5:14). His Word and your love for Him are what
should motivate you to do the right things; not because someone is making you do them, but because you
choose to out of love.

Encouraging personal initiative, talent, and drive helps people to cultivate and develop areas of their
personal interest or expertise, and where possible the Home should provide an environment in which the
specialized gifts and talents of individuals—whether they be a gift of winning disciples, healing, music, public
speaking, or whatever—can be nurtured and used for the benefit of the Home, the area, or the Family.

This doesn't mean that you should “do your own thing” and act however you want without any concern
for others or the Family. If you wish to remain a Family disciple, you must operate within the boundaries of
the Family’s Charter and the Word that shows you how to live the Charter for today. As long as you do, you
are free to follow the Lord as you feel led, without anyone forcing you to do anything you don't feel is God’s
will for you.

12
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You have the right to exercise your personal initiative and faith and to be in a Home where you are best
able to do so. If not, you have the right to try to change the situation through your voting power, or move to
a different Home, or pioneer your own Home with those who are like-minded.

B. Determine by prayer, discussion, debate, and voting the basic nature, goals, direction,
and activities of the Home, providing these are consistent with the goals of the area in
which the disciple resides and of the overall Family.

You have the right to help decide the direction, the goals, and the basic nature of your Home, and the
activities that your Home undertakes to meet those goals. You have the right to pray, discuss with others,
and debate any issues in your Home council meetings before voting on a course of action.

As explained in the “Voting and Election Rules,” when a Home council vote is taken on any matter, unless
specified otherwise in the Charter, the majority rules. So if over 50% of the Home's voting members agree
with something, then it is passed. This means that if there is a tie vote then the measure is not passed. There
are some matters that require two-thirds of the voting members’ agreement before passing, including all
financial matters, certain personnel changes, and disciplinary matters.

Another very important stipulation of Home decisions is that they must also “be consistent with the goals
of the overall Family”; that is, those goals stated in the Charter, those published in the GNs, or those
specifically announced as such by WSL.

Members living in service Homes or sensitive countries may need to relinquish the right to determine their
Home's basic nature, goals, direction, or activities according to the “Rights of Personnel in a Service Home”
and “Rights of Personnel in a Sensitive Country”.

C. Make the decision on medical matters involving himself and/or his children.

We believe that divine healing is a privilege available to all who believe in Jesus. The decision to avalil
yourself of that privilege is a personal matter between you and God. It is recommended that the individual
hear from the Lord regarding his personal health issues or about those of his children, and follow the Lord’s
instructions according to his faith.

“According to your faith be it unto you” [Matthew 9:29]. As Dad said, “God wants you to make your own
choice by faith according to your own faith—not mine, not ours, not somebody else’s, but yours!” (ML
#M:45). The first step when someone is sick would be to seek prayer from the Home. The Bible says, “Is any
sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church and let them pray over him” (James 5:14).

If the illness is such that you might wish to seek medical attention, it is advisable to pray with and seek
counsel from your Home’s steering council. In more serious cases where grave medical decisions must be
made, we suggest that the Home pray and hear from the Lord in prophecy for the person. Receiving such
prophecies can provide wonderful guidance and great comfort and assurance for the sick one. Sometimes
prophecies can be rather mysterious, but because they are words given by the One Who knows our
innermost heart and needs, specifically for the one with the sickness, as the “Prophecy Rules” outline, the
interpretation of the prophecies and final course of action must be determined by the sick individual.

Because healing is a personal matter, the sick one, unless a minor, must make the final medical decisions
based on his personal faith. The other members of the Home should continue to encourage and help the sick
member no matter what decision he makes, even if the others feel it's the wrong one.

“Rights of Family Discipleship Parents” makes it clear that if you are a parent with children in the Family,
the medical decisions regarding your underage children are your responsibility to make and should be made
in your child’s best interests. While faith and prayer and seeking the Lord concerning a sick child are very
important, it can at times be equally important to get timely, professional medical advice to diagnose the
sickness or problem.

There are legal factors to consider when making medical decisions for your children, including the ages
when children can make their own decisions. As far as the Family is concerned, those who have reached the
age of 16 are eligible to make their own medical decisions in countries where this is legal.

Of course, in an emergency, if an adult is unconscious, or otherwise incapacitated, then the husband or
wife or parents, or in the case of a single, the steering council, are responsible to pray and make whatever
medical decisions are necessary to help the individual. If an emergency concerns a child, it is the parents or
legal guardians who have the responsibility to decide what should be done.

D. Communicate, without hindrance, directly with World Services Leadership and/or other
leadership above the Home's steering council, and to have the email addresses of these
persons readily available.

All Home members have the right to privately communicate with the coach, the regional shepherds, or
the regional board chairpersons, and directly with Mama and Peter or WS, if they so desire. If someone
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chooses to write to his leadership, no one should try to stop or hinder him or demand to read the letter
before it is sent.

You have an open line of communication to leadership, so if you feel you need to write for any reason,
you are free to do so. Each region should provide email addresses for you to write to if you desire, or you can
write Mama at mama@wsfamily.com, Peter at peter@wsfamily.com, or WS at ws@wsfamily.com. Other than
an acknowledgement that the message was received, a response is not necessarily guaranteed, but your
message will be read, considered, forwarded to those concerned (unless you specify otherwise), and it will be
prayed about.

For more information concerning writing your shepherds please see “Getting Stronger—Part 4,” ML
#3544b: 317, 338, 342-343.

Any official right of redress, as defined in the “Right of Redress,” should be sent to the shepherding desk
where it will be investigated as per the Charter guidelines.

E. Remain a Family disciple, providing he conducts himself as outlined in the
“Responsibilities of an Individual Family Disciple.”

If you are fulfilling the “Responsibilities of an Individual Family Disciple,” and are keeping the “Family
Discipleship Rules” you will not be moved to Missionary or Fellow membership, or be excommunicated, as you
have the right to remain a Family disciple.

F. Apply to join a different circle of Family membership providing he conducts himself
according to the appropriate governing rules.

Any Family disciple who wishes to move to a different circle of Family membership has the right to do so
as long as he abides by the statutes governing that category of membership.

G. Depart from Family discipleship at any time he desires and no longer be part of the
Family.

1. Minors, by law are under the authority of their parents and must receive parental
permission before departing from a Family Home or their parents’ care.

Anyone of legal age is free to leave the Family at any time he wishes. No one is forced to remain. In fact,
if someone wants to go, we want and encourage him to do so. We are not in the business of trying to coerce
anyone to remain in the Family who desires otherwise; on the contrary, we seek only those who have made a
personal decision to be in the Family in whatever circle of membership they choose.

Dad wrote, “It's always been our personal policy, when we found someone wanted to leave, to simply ask
them why, maybe answer any questions they might have or correct any misunderstandings which may be
responsible, apologize for any of our mistakes which might have caused them to want to leave, but not to
discourage them from leaving if they still want to” (ML #140:11).

If one or more of your minor children decide that they no longer wish to be in the Family and live with
you in a Family discipleship Home, you could try to help them get relocated with others who will provide
adequate care for them, such as with relatives, if possible. Or, they can temporarily remain with you in the
Home providing you follow the Charter stipulations outlined in “Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship
Home.”

The purpose of allowing such an exception is not to have teens that prefer not to be in the Family living
in the Home for an extended period of time, but rather to give you, the parents, time to set your teens up
with relatives or in a situation outside the Home. On the other hand, if it looks as though it may take a
considerable amount of time and effort to get your teens situated outside the Family, it will most likely be
necessary for one or both of you to temporarily become a Missionary or Fellow member, while you are
helping your teens get settled outside the Family.

If your children are old enough to strike out on their own, you should assist them in getting set up in a
proper situation outside a Family Home. If that isn't possible immediately, you may seek permission from the
Home and shepherding desk for your teen to remain in the Home temporarily, in order to make the transition
as smooth as possible. Remember, they are still yours and God's children, even though they may have
chosen another path of life, so you should show them love, concern, and care, while as much as you are
able, helping them to move on. See also “When Teens Leave the Family” (ML #2942).

H. Report to the appropriate authorities and/or initiate criminal proceedings in his name or
for his minor children, if he believes that a criminal act has been committed against them
or against members of his personal family.
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1. This legal action must be initiated by the individual, and cannot be taken on behalf of
the Family Home he resides in or on behalf of the Family as an organization.

I. Initiate civil proceedings against a non-Family individual or organization, if a two-thirds
majority of the Home council approves the action.

1. If the member does not receive a two-thirds majority approval, but still wishes to
pursue the civil suit, the member initiating the suit would need to apply to join
another Home or to join another circle of Family membership, or step outside Family
membership until the proceedings have concluded.

a. The Home should seek advice from its regional council via the regional desk
concerning any potential impact of the suit on other Homes within the area, giving
the regional council 15 days to respond. The final decision whether to continue
with the civil suit will remain with the individual and his Home council.

Because Family members live communally, bringing potentially costly or time-consuming legal civil action
can result in others in their community being unwillingly or unwittingly drawn into the legal battle. Therefore
all endeavors that affect the community at large must be voted on and approved by a two-thirds majority in a
Home council meeting.

The Home should also inform their RC, via the RD, of the situation, seeking their advice concerning the
potential impact of the suit on other Homes in the area. The RC’s advice should be prayerfully considered by
the Home council when voting on whether to approve their member initiating civil action against a non-Family
person or organization. The vote of the Home is final, and if the vote is against the member taking legal
action and the member wishes to continue, he will need to find another Home to accept him while he takes
legal action. Alternately, he may step outside of Family discipleship and apply for another circle of
membership until the proceedings have concluded.

J. Initiate civil proceedings against another Family individual, if he wishes to. The member
bringing the legal action may be required by the regional shepherds to step out of Family
discipleship or membership to do so. Once the proceedings have concluded he may
reapply for Family discipleship or apply to join another circle of membership.

We believe that Family members should settle their personal differences by using all of the avenues
provided by the right of redress rather than initiating civil action against one another. We believe it is
unscriptural for one Family member to take another Family member to the civil courts, as the apostle Paul
clearly states, “Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and not
before the saints? I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even one,
who will be able to judge between his brethren? But brother goes to law against brother, and that before
unbelievers. Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against one another. Why
do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated?” (1 Corinthians 6:1, 57
NKJ).

Nevertheless, if a Family member still wishes to pursue civil action against another Family member, he is
free to do so. However, because of the ramifications the action could have on the Home and its members, on
its ministries, or other Homes in the area, the Family member may be required to step outside of Family
membership for the duration of the legal action. Once the issue has been concluded, he may reapply for
Family discipleship or for another circle of membership.



Rights of an Individual Family Disciple Within the Home

A Family disciple who is a voting member in a Home has the right to:

A. Freely and regularly vote in the election of the steering council and board pillar
representatives of the Home in which he resides.

“The steering council is the body that determines the general plan for the implementation of the overall
goals and direction set by the Home council. When the shepherds and managers sit together, they make
decisions that help to ensure that the Home is upholding the FD standard and fulfilling the board criteria and
the Charter.

“During Home elections you should be thinking, ‘Who are the people that would be the best spiritual
shepherds?’ And elect those people to the shepherding body. Then think, ‘Who are good managers who can
run the Home well?’ Then elect those people to the manager body.—Together they make up the steering
council that will work for you to keep your Home on track and progressing in fulfilling the FD standard, the
board criteria, along with your Home's policies and goals.

“After electing your Home shepherds and Home managers, please elect a [board pillar representative] for
each of the other five boards. [The CS board representative is always one of the Home shepherds.] The role
of these representatives is to be mindful of the criteria for their board, to study the handbooks and practical
how-to pubs for their board, and to help raise the awareness in the Home about any lacks or needs regarding
that pillar. The board pillar representatives are to act as a prod for the Home, to keep the Home shepherds
and Home managers aware of the needs of the Home within that board” (ML #3518:106, 115, 101).

B. Know the complete financial state of the Home in which he resides, including knowledge
of all of the Home's monetary assets, liabilities, income, expenditures, and debts.

As financial matters are a very important part of the running of the Home, and can in many ways make
or break a Home, it is imperative that all voting members of the Home, except those ages 16 and 17, be
involved in the financial decisions. In order to make sound decisions, the voting members must know the
complete state of the finances, so it is up to the steering council to keep them informed.

Dad said, "I want the Home members to know the state of their finances: Where it goes and how it goes
and so on! I want them to know everything they can possibly know about, due to the fact that it is their
business, it is their money, it is being spent on them and their business and their work” (ML #301A:24, 46).

As you read through the Charter you will notice that there are a number of financial matters that need to
be decided upon through voting. A two-thirds majority of the voting members 18 years and older, instead of
a simple majority, determines all financial votes.

Knowledge of the exact locations of Home funds and bank accounts may be private information,
therefore it is limited only to members of the SC and others they feel may need to know. It is the Home
managers’ responsibility to keep the Home's finances safe and secure. But the details of the amounts of
assets, liabilities, income, expenses, and debts are to be made known to all voting members.

Throughout the Charter, there is quite a bit said about finances, and especially about debts.
Unfortunately, sometimes a Home has debts, and when it does, this can cause problems, which must be
solved. We have attempted to give guidelines by which to solve those problems, but the goal is to keep your
Home out of debt, and if you do, then many of the portions of the Charter concerning Home debts will not

apply to you.
C. Determine, through voting, the Home’s expenditures and other financial matters.

“Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship Home Regarding Financial Matters” defines the guidelines for the
financial care and management of the Home.
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1. 16- to 17-year-old members have no vote or responsibility in their Home’s financial
decisions.

Although 16- to 17-year-olds do not have a vote on financial matters, they retain the right to be informed
of the state of the Home's finances. Likewise, they may engage in the discussions regarding finances and
their views should be heard and considered.

2. All financial obligations belong to the entire Home and together Home council
determines how to meet them.

a. 16- to 17-year-old members are exempt from all financial decisions and
obligations.

All financial decisions and obligations belong to the Home as a whole, and the voting members 18 years
and older, are collectively responsible to fulfill these obligations. Dad said, “This way everyone’s faith and
prayers can pull together to seek the Lord for the Home's needs. Everyone will be aware of the Home’s
financial needs and will be able to pray specifically and desperately!” (ML #2813:21).

The financial stability of the Home will be determined by how much the Lord blesses the Home, most
likely based on their prayers and obedience, and how wise they are in how they use the funds the Lord
supplies. Homes which are praying for finances and are obedient to the Lord’s leading will most likely do well.
Mama wrote, “Everyone can work in some way to help support the Home. Everyone can pray and search the
Word for direction!” (ML #2929:43). But how prayerful and obedient the Home is will be determined by the
decisions of its voting members. If your Home has financial difficulties due to poor decisions made, because a
two-thirds majority of the Home council will have made those decisions, you must help bear the responsibility
for those decisions.

Our Family policy has always been against being in debt. Dad has written a number of Letters about
paying your creditors, those to whom you owe money for rent, utilities, or whatever. He has always
advocated “cash and carry"—that you pay for what you buy, and if you don't have the money for it, you don't
buy it. Dad said, “If there’s anything you need to learn, it's how to live on a businesslike basis.—Common
sense, no credit, cash and carry. Live within your income day by day, or week by week or month by month.
Don’t spend money you haven't got” (ML #701:23,67).

Generally Homes adhere to this practice and pay their bills on time. Unfortunately, there have been times
when a Home has gotten into debt. Usually these same Homes do not do so well spiritually or
organizationally either, and often end up closing, and their members move on to other Homes. However, the
last ones remaining in the Home may then be stuck with the unpaid bills. “Brethren, these things ought not
so to be.”

Now there is a difference between being in debt and having liabilities. As defined in the Chartera debt is
when you have a bill to pay and the payment is overdue. For example, if your telephone bill is due on a
certain date and you don't pay it by that date, then it becomes a debt because it is the non-payment of a bill.
If your rent is due on the first of the month, but you find that when the day comes to pay your rent you don't
have the money, then you are in debt because you have an unpaid bill that is past due.

A liability is when you are responsible to pay a certain amount of money over time, paying a certain
amount at a given time each month. For example, perhaps your Home took out a Home loan of €1,000 with
the agreement to repay it at €100 per month over ten months. Although you now “owe"” €1,000 it is
considered a liability, not a debt, because the full amount is not presently due. You have agreed to pay your
“bill"” at the rate of €100 each month. However, if one month you do not pay your €100 Home loan bill, the
payment of that “bill” would be late and that €100 would become a debt. The remainder of the €1,000 to be
repaid would still only be a liability unless any part of it also becomes overdue.

Another example of a liability would be in cases when a Home receives distribution materials from their
local production center on credit, and promises to pay a specific amount per month for these materials. As
long as they are faithfully paying the agreed upon amount each month, then the total amount they owe to
the production center is considered a liability rather than a debt. Liabilities only become debts when they are
not paid on time and then become the non-payment or late payment of bills. As outlined in “Procedure for
Placing a Family Discipleship Home on Probationary Notice,” if your Home owes money to your production
center, you won't be put on PN, providing you are staying current on your agreed upon payments.

While you remain part of the Home, you—collectively with every other voting member 18 and older—are
responsible for your Home’s debts and liabilities. This doesn’t mean that each person in the Home has to
bring in a certain amount of money to pay the debts or liabilities, as in some Homes there will be those
whose main ministry is outreach, while others care for the children, and so forth. Those on outreach would
generally be the ones to bring in the finances through the tithes, pledges, gifts, and contributions of those
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who support your work, while those in childcare make it possible for the outreach teams to go out by caring
for the children.

Hopefully Homes will stay out of debt. However, if yours doesn't, and you wish to leave your Home that
has run up debts or has liabilities, then you are responsible to pay your portion of the outstanding debts and
applicable liabilities before you leave, 16- to 17-year-olds excluded. Your Home came to a united agreement
on its financial decisions, and thus you are responsible for a portion of these debts and liabilities. If the result
of those Home decisions is that your Home goes into debt, you share in the responsibility.

This is by no means license to run up debts. We want to reiterate that it is not Family policy to be in debt,
but if your Home does get in debt, then such debts must be paid off.

Debts also include overdue payments on money borrowed by the Home from a member of the Home (for
example, from personal funds raised to move to another field, or funds that he had brought with him to the
Home and which the Home had agreed that he could keep upon joining the Home) or from a member of
another Home. When the money is first borrowed, it is a liability; but if you default on paying the funds back
within the agreed time, then it becomes a debt. Therefore all rules pertaining to the paying off of debts would
apply here as well.

For example, someone is raising funds to move to another Home and the Home's car breaks down. The
Home doesn't have enough funds for the repairs, so it borrows some of the funds that the person in
accordance with the Charter has set aside for his move and promises to pay the person back before he
leaves. At that point, the funds borrowed become a liability. Once the person leaves the Home, if the
repayment is overdue, it then becomes a Home debt.

It is because of this clause that we have set the voting age limit for financial matters at 18. We feel that
while 16- to 17-year-olds can participate in financial discussions in Home council meetings and give their
opinions, it would be best if they were not allowed to vote on financial matters and thus not be responsible
for the outcome of the decisions. This way our 16- to 17-year-olds can learn about the Family’s financial
principles, as well as how the Home deals with its financial concerns in order to have a full understanding of it
by the time they reach 18.

3. Should a member decide to move out of the Home, the member is personally
accountable for, and must pay, his portion of the Home’s debt and applicable
liabilities.

If you choose to leave a Home, your portion of the Home debts and applicable liabilities will have to be
determined by the Home council. The following is the formula for this: One portion equals the sum of the
debts and applicable liabilities divided by the number of voting members 18 and over. So if you have 10
voting members who have reached the age of 18, and your Home has €1,000 in debts and applicable
liabilities, then your portion is €100. (A total outstanding debt or liability of €1,000 divided by 10 voting
members over the age of 18 equals €100 per person.) So before you can leave the Home, you must give
€100 to the Home to cover your portion, unless the Home votes to free you from this payment.

“Applicable liabilities,” as also referred to in the “Procedure for Using the Right of Mobility” and
“Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship Home Regarding Financial Matters,” are those liabilities for which a
departing member is responsible for his part of until leaving the Home. For example, the Home decided that a
member needed some costly dental treatment, but had to take out a Home loan of €500 to help cover the
costs. Soon after receiving the dental work the Home member decides to move on, but before that loan has
been paid back in full. Because the member personally benefited from the loan and the Home will not
continue to benefit from it after he is gone, this loan would be considered an “applicable liability” and the
departing member would be responsible for his portion of the loan.

On the other hand, if the Home bought a new car or a refrigerator, for example, and the payments were
ongoing at the time a member wanted to move on, it’s possible the member may not be held responsible to
help with the remaining payments before leaving because the Home will continue to use and benefit from the
use of the car or the refrigerator after the member moves, whereas the departing member would not. This
could be considered the Home’s liability and not that of the member who is moving on.

The Home council would make the decision should there be a question whether a liability is “applicable”
to a departing member or not.

D. Bring up any matter for discussion to the Home'’s steering council. The steering council
must present the matter for discussion within 15 days in a Home council meeting and
have it brought to a vote.

While it may be most appropriate to suggest topics for Home council meetings to the steering council
prior to a Home council meeting, allowing for a predetermined agenda to be followed in the meeting, anyone
is free to bring up any matter for discussion in a Home council meeting. However, since the meeting will
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probably be following a predetermined agenda, it may be inappropriate to stop everything and discuss and
vote on that particular matter right then. In any case, whether the topic is submitted directly to the steering
council or presented in a Home council meeting the topic would need to be discussed and voted on within 15
days.

After an agreement is reached in a Home council meeting, the decisions of the voting members are to be
implemented. So even if the Home's steering council feels the Home should do one thing, but the voting
members vote to do something else, then the decision of the majority of the Home council is what should be
carried out. Dad wrote, “If we're going to be an effective body, every member must work together with all
the other members—not just one, not just a few, not even the majority, but with all working together as a
body, which Christ described as His Body, the Church, and with Himself as the Head” (ML #263:76).



Responsibilities of Family Discipleship Parents

The Family believes that children are a gift from God, and that it's a parent’s mission and God-given duty to
love, care for, and raise his or her children in a godly manner.

Primary responsibility for the welfare, training, and education of children rests with the parents. Due to
the nature of the cooperative lifestyle in Family discipleship Homes, the raising of Family children is a
community affair and parents may share the day-to-day care of the children with others in the Home. In this
way members of the Home participate to varying degrees, according to their talents and abilities, in the care,
training, and education of the children, and as such, share responsibility for the children’s welfare. However,
the final decisions and responsibility concerning the welfare, care, training and education of the children rests
with their parents.

Each Home has a responsibility to provide an environment where both the parents and the Home can
meet their responsibilities towards the children, both individually and communally. Positive contributions from
Home members toward the care of the children are expected and welcomed.

Dad clearly stated in “One Wife” (ML #249) that we are all responsible for the care of Family children,
and we need to treat each of them with love, respect, and understanding. The Lord gave children to specific
parents, and primary accountability for them rests with the parents. Even if the parents have work or
ministries which necessitate the help of others in the care and education of their children, ultimately the final
responsibility rests with the parents to make sure that their children are getting the quality of care and
education they need. As such the parents must ensure that their children are being properly cared for, and if
they're not, it is the parents’ responsibility to remedy the situation through any means available. Improving a
situation could range from bringing the issue to the attention of the Home for alteration, a change in a
parent’s ministry to allow for increased care for the children, or the family moving to another situation where
their children may be better cared for.

Parents must work with the Home to set the Home’s childcare standards. While the methods and manner
of raising children within a family unit in the Home is the responsibility of the parents, in the course of living
communally parents will need to work together with the Home’s other members, and at times decide together
on issues that affect the Home or other family units.

Dad wrote: “Get together, decide what behavior and house rules need to be made, agree upon them and
then enforce them. The main key is to get everyone in the Home together on it, make the rules together and
agree together, because it's very hard to live together and have your children grow up in harmony if everyone
doesn't train and discipline the children in the same way. You should be able to get together, agree to some
guidelines according to the Letters, and be consistent” (ML #1707:21). If the parents don't agree with the
Home’s decision, they can try to get the Home to change the way they do things through discussion and
vote, or they can move to or open a Home that operates more to their liking.

Parents or guardians are responsible to:

A. Raise their children and teens in a godly manner according to the Charter, and to give
them a knowledge of God through His Word.

B. Love, care for, and to the best of their ability supply their children’s and teens’ physical,
spiritual, and emotional needs.

C. Protect their children and teens from any form of abuse—physical, sexual, spiritual,
emotional, or psychological.
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Parents and/or guardians have ultimate responsibility for their children and must make any decisions
necessary for their protection in consultation with the members of the Home and taking into consideration the
needs, welfare, and best interests of all other children living in the Home.

D. Provide training and sufficient opportunity for their children to be a witness and an
example of Christian love and care in a manner appropriate to their age and local field
conditions in accordance with the “Rights of Minors.”

E. Ensure that their children and teens are properly and sufficiently educated academically,
practically, morally, and spiritually on an ongoing basis.

1. Itis required that the parents or guardians provide their children and teens with a
preschool, elementary, and high school education in accordance with the guidelines
outlined in the “Education Board Criteria.”

Depending on the need and/or situation, parents and guardians must consider all of their education
options, which may include homeschooling, traditional schooling, hiring a tutor, or working with other Homes
and parents to set up co-op schooling. If it becomes apparent that some parents are repeatedly negligent in
their duty of providing their child or teen with an education through high school, the parents, and possibly the
members of the Home in which they reside, will be in jeopardy of losing their Family membership.

a. A teen’s high school education must be documented with a transcript and
portfolio. A high school diploma or its equivalent is recommended.

i. Parents or guardians must create a high school projection for their teen, and a
copy of this projection must be sent to the regional Education board
chairperson no later than three months before the student is scheduled to
complete 8" grade.

A “high school projection” is a plan of what subjects will be covered by the student during high school.
The projection may be modified at a later date, but an initial projection must be completed during 8" grade
to ensure that the needed forethought has been given to the student’s high school studies.

b. Parents or guardians have fulfilled their responsibility to educate their teen upon
his or her completion of high school, or once he or she has reached the age of 18,
whichever comes first.

i. A student’s high school education is considered complete once the parents or
guardians have received written confirmation from the regional Education
board that the student’s transcript and course description fulfills Family
education requirements.

The “High School Transcript Confirmation Form” may be found at ED_board_forms on the ED board’s HS3
website. The parents or guardian must send the completed form, along with a copy of the student’s high
school transcript, to the regional ED board chairperson within 90 days of when the student has completed
high school. The regional ED board will send acknowledgement to the parents and/or guardians of having
received the transcripts within 45 days of receipt confirming that the transcript fulfills Family education
requirements or, if it does not, giving counsel on any changes needed.

ii. If a teen, upon reaching the age of 18, has not completed his high school
education and/or has not received his desired certification, the teen should
either:

1. Decide to continue his studies and/or obtain certification, in which case
the Home must provide sufficient time for scholastic studies in accordance
with the “Education Board Criteria.”

If the 18-year-old chooses to complete his high school studies, or obtain certification of his studies, the
Home must provide, at minimum, the study time allotted him under the “Education Board Criteria.” The Home
must also be supportive of the 18-year-old’s endeavor.
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2. Decide to discontinue his high school education. It is recommended that
the young person pray and counsel with his parents or guardians before
making the decision to end his high school studies. If a young person
decides not to continue his high school studies at this time, the Home is no
longer required to provide scholastic study time.

a. A student who has reached the age of 18 and does not wish to continue
his high school education must be provided with an up-to-date copy of
his transcript by his parents or guardians.

c. Specific exceptions to Charter-stipulated education requirements may be granted
by the regional Education board chairperson in the case of learning challenges.

Although it is the responsibility of the Home to make sure that all children in the Home receive a proper
education, it is ultimately the parents’ responsibility to see that their children are educated and prepared for
whatever path of life they choose, as also outlined in the “Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship Home
Regarding Children, Teens, and Parents.”

Teens are entitled to receive a high school education that considers their gifts, abilities, and desires, and
prepares them for whatever path they may choose in life. Parents should discuss the options for high school
education with their teen, taking into consideration his or her aptitude and desires, and decide together which
path of studies and which diploma or equivalent best suits him or her. Pursuing an education beyond high
school is the responsibility of the individual according to his motivation, means, and what the individual may
be able to work out with his Home.

A transcript, accompanied by a course description, is required as a concise record of the material covered
during high school and the student’s level of achievement in each course.

It's understood that as children grow into adolescence they bear increasing responsibility for the quality
of their own education, nevertheless parents must fulfill their responsibility to provide sufficient opportunity,
encouragement, and support for quality schooling regardless of whether or not their teens apply themselves.

It is ideal for a teen to finish his high school education by his 18" birthday. If a young person has not
completed high school or has not received his diploma or equivalent by that time, it is encouraged that he
continue his studies and do so. Nevertheless, when a young person reaches his 18" birthday, decisions
concerning his education become his responsibility, although parents should continue counseling their teen
regarding his or her education. The young person should be open to counsel from his or her parents, other
concerned Home members, and the ED board when making decisions concerning his or her education.

In the case of a senior teen who doesn't live with his parents, the teen’s guardian would assume
responsibility for the teen’s education.

F. Ensure that academic records of their children’s and teens’ educational progress are kept.

All children and teens should have up-to-date records of their academic progress. Besides being proof of
the children’s schooling and educational ability, good records also ensure that, should the parents and their
children change Homes in the future, their teachers, whether in a homeschooling or traditional school
environment, will know exactly where to resume the child or teen’s studies. See the “Education Board
Criteria” for the records that must be kept during the different stages of the student’s education.

Parents don't necessarily need to personally fill out all of their children’s homeschooling academic
records, but it is ultimately their responsibility to make sure that it is being done. If the teachers or caregivers
can't do it, then the parents must. The regional ED board will provide assistance for those who need help
getting their recordkeeping set up.

Parents are responsible to inform themselves of the education laws of the country in which they reside.
Some countries may require that homeschooled children be tested or meet other requirements.

G. Ensure that needed medical care is supplied.

1. Children four years of age and older require annual eye and dental checkups.

The care of our Family children is the responsibility of us all, and we must make a united effort to do all
we can to properly care for them. Stating that children’s medical care and needs are ultimately the parents’
responsibility does not mean that the parents are solely responsible to finance these needs. As a community
the Home jointly bears the responsibility in providing for a child’s medical needs, whether financially or
otherwise; however, the final responsibility for medical decisions related to children rests with their parents.

It is recommended that by the time children begin reading they be taken for an eye checkup. Although
we recommend those four years and older begin getting regular checkups, there may be situations where you



Responsibilities of Family Discipleship Parents 23

as a parent may want to take your child in for an eye or dental checkup at an even earlier age. This would
depend on your child’s need. The intent is to ensure that your child’s physical needs are being met.

Parents must also make the decision about whether or not to vaccinate their children against childhood or
other diseases. They can do research and counsel with others and should seek the Lord for His Will, but the
choice is up to the parents to make according to their personal faith and conviction.

H. Discipline their children according to the behavior and discipline standard agreed upon by
the voting members of the Home in which they reside, providing it is in accordance with
the “Childcare Discipline Guidelines.”

Since Family disciples live communally and thus all members in the Home play a part in the care of the
children and/or interact with them, it is necessary that discipline of the children be administered according to
a united behavioral and disciplinary standard, decided on by the Home within the boundaries set by the
“Childcare Discipline Guidelines.”

It is not permitted to discipline a child more strictly than what is allowed in the “Childcare Discipline
Guidelines.” Any person who does so will be subject to discipline or be in jeopardy of losing his or her Family
discipleship and/or membership.

If parents do not agree with the behavior and discipline standard that the Home has voted on, then it's
their responsibility to work with the Home to change it or move to a Home where they agree with the Home's
disciplinary standard.

Parents are also responsible to take action in handling their children or teens who commit dangerous or
illegal offenses and/or whose example is a reproach as a Christian. Repeated failure by the parents to take
action to improve the children’s behavior will jeopardize their Family discipleship.

I. Ensure their children and teens have a basic understanding of the Charter sections
appropriate for their age and endeavor to help their children and teens live by the
principles of behavior codified in the “"Responsibilities of an Individual Family Disciple”
and the “"Family Discipleship Rules.”

The Charter was written for voting-member readership, but children should be made aware of and have a
basic understanding of age-appropriate principles of behavior defined in the “Responsibilities of an Individual
Family Disciple” and the “Family Discipleship Rules,” parts of which have general principles of behavior that
children should be aware of.

For a simplified version of the Charter’s responsibilities and rights for children see “Learning about Our
Love Charter” (Kidz Book, pp. 543-550) and “Preparing to Rule the World of Tomorrow—With the Love
Charter” (MLK Book 1, pp. 241-256).

J. Supply their children and teens, and their guardians, with the parents’ current address,
telephone number, and/or email in the event the parents are traveling or are living in a
different location than the children and teens.

Parents must ensure their children know how to contact them if they're not residing in the same Home or
if the parents may be away for a significant length of time.

K. Inform their older children and teens of their rights and ensure that their rights are not
being infringed upon.

Parents are responsible to inform their children by about seven or eight years old, according to the child’s
maturity, what their rights are under the Charter, so the children will know if their rights are being infringed
upon.

See “Rights of Minors,” “Learning about Our Love Charter” (Kidz Book, pp. 543-550) and “Preparing to
Rule the World of Tomorrow—With the Love Charter” (MLK Book 1, pp. 241-256).

L. Properly counsel and guide their 16- to 17-year-olds in matters regarding sexual
interaction.

See “Word Rules” for more on what Word to read with your 16- to 17-year-olds to help them understand
the Lord’s perspective on dating and sex. Parents should be counseling and guiding their teenagers on an
ongoing basis during these years.

As voting members, it's important that senior teens understand the rules concerning sexual interaction as
outlined in the “Sex and Affection Rules,” “Offenses Warranting the Excommunication of a Family Disciple,”
and the “Offenses Warranting the Placing of a Family Disciple on Probationary Status.”

Senior teens must clearly understand current laws and social mores regarding appropriate and
inappropriate sexual behavior and attitudes.
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M. Provide their 12- to 15-year-olds with an appropriate sex education.

Though age-appropriate sex education can, depending on the maturity of the child, begin at an earlier
age it's important that 12- to 15-year-olds learn about their bodies and sexuality, and a godly perspective
concerning sex and interaction with the opposite sex. The boundaries for sexual interactions with others
should be clearly outlined to teens at this age.

Though the majority of the “"Sex and Affection Rules,” the “Offenses Warranting the Excommunication of
a Family Disciple,” and the “Offenses Warranting the Placing of a Family Disciple on Probationary Status”
apply to adult Family members, it's also important that our 12- to 15-year-olds are clearly aware of the rules
concerning sexual interaction, and that they understand the consequences for those who break those rules.
It's also important that 12- to 15-year-olds receive age-appropriate education about current laws and social
mores concerning sexual interaction.



Rights of Family Discipleship Parents

Family disciples who are parents or guardians have the right to:

A. Be consulted and agree to any disciplinary action for behavioral infractions committed by
their resident children.

Any discipline given to children must be in accordance with the “Childcare Discipline Guidelines.”

B. Reside with their children and teens and have a current address, telephone number,
and/or email address for their children and teens who do not reside in the same Home as
them.

Senior teens ages 16 and 17 have the right of mobility in accordance with the “Procedure for Using the
Right of Mobility,” if they have permission from at least one of their parents.

Teens, ages 14 and 15, do not have the right of mobility. Nevertheless, if they express the desire to live
in another Home and their custodial parents give permission, they may do so, providing the receiving Home is
in agreement and can provide suitable guardians.

There may be times when one parent may need to be away from his mate and children for a time in
order to fulfill some mission or calling from the Lord, such as serving on a mission field that is unsuitable for
children, or the parent may have gifts and talents that are needed temporarily in a special situation. In such
cases, the decision to live apart from the children would be made by that parent in consultation and with the
agreement of his or her mate and, if possible, with their children.

The only exception to the right of parents to live with their children and teens, is if the parents are
permanently separated or divorced and have worked out a custody arrangement between them, and one
parent may not be living with some, or any, of his or her children. In such a case, the non-custodial parent
can't demand to live with the children that are in the custody of the other parent.

Marital separations are covered more fully in the “Marital Separation Rules for Couples with Children.”

In the rare event that both parents are away from their underage children for any significant length of
time, they should give written permission to someone in the Home to act as a guardian in their absence,
authorizing that person to decide medical matters in the case of emergency.

C. Be regularly informed of the spiritual, emotional, physical, and educational well-being of
their children and teens.

1. Parents not residing with their children or teens have the right to be kept informed by
the parent, guardian, or the Home shepherds of their non-resident child or teen.

2. If a teen decides not to remain in Family discipleship, his non-resident parents must
be informed by the teen’s Home shepherds of the teen’s decision within seven days.

D. Receive assistance, within the abilities, resources, and available manpower of the Home
in which they reside, with the physical and spiritual care and education of their children.

Mama said, “Though our children, of course, have only one set of natural parents, they can have many
spiritual parents. All of us can play some part in their spiritual parenting. Once we establish that these
children belong to all of us and God holds us all responsible, regardless of who physically bore them, we'll
have a little more to work with, a few more people to work with, and we won't be giving all the
responsibility—physical, intellectual and spiritual—to only the flesh parents” (ML #2670:14-15).
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Family parents are entitled to receive help from their Home in the physical, spiritual, and educational care
of their children. The Home council must decide what constitutes “assistance” and the extent of the help that
is possible for the Home to provide. For example, the parent might want someone to take care of his or her
children full time and that he or she should only be responsible for them at parent time. The Home may look
at it much differently. It is up to the Home's voting members to discuss and determine what assistance they
can give.

The assistance a Home gives may not be equal in every case. For example, someone who is on full-time
outreach, a full-time teacher, someone with a ministry that demands large blocks of concentrated time, or
someone who is away from the Home on a road trip could need more childcare help than do other parents in
the Home. A single parent may also need assistance during parent time, which a parenting teamwork could
possibly relieve. Each situation will have to be worked out by the Home, and in doing so the main
consideration must be the welfare of the children.

Although the Home should provide assistance, the ultimate responsibility for the care and well-being of
their children rests with the parents.

E. Make the decision on medical matters concerning their children.

When a child is sick, the parents are to make the decision as to whether medical help is needed or not.
The SC can counsel with the parents, and the Home can pray and hear from the Lord about the matter, but
in the end, the parents are the ones who have the final say. As voting members, the assumption is that 16-
and 17-year-olds will make their own decisions regarding medical matters which affect them. However, in
countries where this is not legally permissible, the parents retain this responsibility, and if the teen is living
away from his parents, the parents should give a letter granting an adult member of the Home the
authorization to act in place of the parents in case of any medical emergency.

Parents should research the local requirements regarding immunization and make the decision about
whether to immunize their children against childhood diseases. They can counsel with others and should seek
the Lord for His Will, but the choice is up to the parents to make according to their personal faith and
conviction.

In a case where the parents are living away from their child and the child requires emergency medical
attention, the guardians should make the immediate decision, but should inform and counsel with the parents
at the earliest possible opportunity, and continue to keep them informed.

F. Determine the amount of interaction their children will have with relatives.

It is up to the parents to decide how much interaction their children will have with their non-member
relatives. “Interaction” covers both visitation and communication.

G. Read or monitor their children’s correspondence, communications, and Internet usage.

Parents have a right to read or monitor the correspondence, communications, and Internet usage of their
children. This covers incoming and outgoing mail, email, chatting, blogging, commenting online or on social
networks, browsing, and any other types of Internet usage.

H. Grant or deny their 16- and 17-year-olds permission to engage in sexual intercourse in
accordance with "Sex and Affection Rules” and local laws.

I. Grant or deny their 14- and 15-year-olds permission to date other teens ages 14 through
17 in accordance with “Sex and Affection Rules.”



Rights of Minors

The care and well-being of minors—children and teens under the age of 18—raised in the Family is of
paramount importance and the Home is responsible to ensure that the needs—physical, spiritual, emotional,
and educational—of all its minors are provided for. The Home is also responsible to ensure that the rights of
all Family minors are respected by all members of the Home.

Although children under the age of 16 do not have the same rights as voting members, it should be
understood that as children get older they should be given a greater degree of personal autonomy. For
instance, 12- to 15-year-olds should be given more responsibility and freedom of choice than 10-year-olds,
and likewise 10-year-olds more than 6-year-olds.

Once someone reaches age 16 he or she has the rights of a voting member, which are covered in the
“Rights of an Individual Family Disciple” and elsewhere in the Charter.

Children and teens have the right to:
A. Have their spiritual, physical, and emotional needs met.

Each child deserves to live in a safe, happy environment that is conducive to their proper upbringing.
They are entitled to healthy and nutritional food, and their emotional needs should be amply met.

B. Be free from abuse of any kind—sexual, physical, spiritual, mental, or psychological.

The Family has a zero tolerance policy in regards to abuse in any form. The Family will immediately expel
and excommunicate a member deemed guilty of sexually or physically abusive behavior towards children.

Should a member of the Family have a reasonable basis to believe that a minor is suffering abusive
treatment, that member should immediately report this to the minor’s parents, to his or her Home shepherds
and to the shepherding desk.

Ultimate responsibility for decisions related to the well-being of their minor children lies with the parents
or legal guardians.

C. Receive needed medical attention.

Children and teens should receive sufficient healthcare in order to help them remain in good health.
When a child or teen needs medical or dental attention, he or she has the right to receive it. See also “Rights
of Family Discipleship Parents.”

D. Have time allotted on a regular basis for the reading of the Bible and age-appropriate
Family literature.

As Mama explained: “We believe that our children’s lives are very precious and therefore we put a special
emphasis on teaching and training them in the ‘nurture and admonition of the Lord’ (Ephesians 6:4). The
education we give them is based and centered on God’s Word and godly principles” (Maria #76:15).

E. Receive training and ample opportunity to engage in witnessing activities appropriate to
their age and aptitude.

Although it is mandated in the “Outreach Rules” that those 16 years of age and above witness a minimal
of two hours per week or eight hours per month, witnessing is encouraged for all ages. Because children
enjoy and benefit from witnessing, and it is part of their missionary training, it's recommended that they have
the opportunity to go out witnessing whenever practical. While children have the right to witness, they cannot
be pressured to do so against their will. For more on witnessing with children see the “Responsibilities of
Family Discipleship Parents.”

27



28 The Family Discipleship Charter

In sensitive countries or WS-exempted Homes the witnessing opportunities and methods available for
children may be limited.

F. Be given sufficient time, opportunity, and educational materials to receive an education
that allows them to become competent in a manner appropriate to their age, ability, and
aptitude in the skills of language arts, mathematics, social studies, sciences, and other
academic and curricular subjects, including practical-life skills.

All our children and teens have the right to an adequate education that allows them to be on par with
their peers outside the Family in the core-curriculum subjects of math, science, social studies, language arts,
and other subjects required at a level appropriate for their age by educational authorities. Thus a six-year-old
should be educated at least to a standard of achievement equivalent to that of an average six-year-old,
taking into consideration the child’s ability and aptitude.

To ensure that a child or teen is given sufficient study time (regardless of the method of schooling
chosen), it is required that he fulfill a minimum number of study hours per week until his high school
education is complete. The minimum amount of school hours is listed in the “Education Board Criteria.”

See also “"Responsibilities of Family Discipleship Parents,” “"Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship Home
Regarding Children, Teens, and Parents,” and “The High School Journey” (FSM #425).

G. If a teen, obtain official certification for the schooling they receive, if they or their
parents desire.

If a teen wants to get his home education certified, he has the right to do so. The parents and the teen
should agree together as to the certification that is most appropriate. If it's not possible for the Home to
provide the means to get such certification, the parents are free to move with the teen to another Home that
can provide it.

H. Have regular, vigorous age-appropriate exercise, preferably in the fresh air for at least
one hour, though preferably 90 minutes, not less than five times per week, health
permitting.

See also “Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship Home Regarding the Welfare of its Members.”

I. Reside with their parents and maintain contact with a parent who may not be living with
them.

Dad wrote: “If the parents are going to separate, even a temporary three-month separation, they need to
make sure to wisely and lovingly give some kind of explanation to the children” (ML #2339:94). And “in the
case of a division of the children between two fit and agreeing parents, both the preference of the children
and of each of the parents should be taken into consideration, and if possible an agreement should be
reached between all in which both the parents and the children are as satisfied and as well cared for as
possible” (ML #359:8).

Although children and teens have the right to live with at least one of their parents, they should
understand that this does not necessarily mean that they have the right to choose which parent they live
with. This is decided by the parents, though the views of the children and teens should be sought and taken
into consideration. In the case of a permanent marital separation, the parents will decide upon the division of
the children and teens, and once that decision is made, then the children and teens will live with their
respective parent unless further mutually agreed upon arrangements are made. Such decisions should take
the needs of the children and teens into consideration and should be made in their best interests. This is also
covered in the “Marital Separation Rules for Couples with Children.”

1. Each child or teen must be supplied with a current address to which he can send mail
or email to an absentee parent.

Resident parents or guardians must make time available for their children and teens to contact his or her
non-resident parents regardless of the non-resident parent’s membership. Where practical and possible,
children and teens should be able to visit the absentee parent on occasion.

J. If under 16 years old, have quality parent time and family days with their parents and
siblings who live on the premises, or with their foster parents or guardians.

Though senior teens 16- and 17-years old can and often do spend family days with their parents and
siblings it's not a requirement for them, whereas children under 16 years old are entitled to parent time. If
the Home is fulfilling the “"Home Meetings and Activities,” then children will be having the needed time with
their parents, brothers, and sisters.
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K. Privately and directly communicate, via mail and/or email, without hindrance, with World
Services Leadership or their regional shepherds at any time on any matter, and to have
their letters or email sent, or to have the address supplied to them upon request.



Right of Mobility

A Family disciple has the right to:

A. Move out of the Home he resides in, open a new Home, be a road team Home, or join
another Family Home in accordance with the “"Procedure for Using the Right of Mobility.”

1. While a senior teen is a voting members in the Home, because he is not of legal age,
he must have permission from at least one of his parents in order to move prior to
submitting his 30-day notice.

The right of mobility is one of the most important rights granted under the Charter. Knowing that you
have the right to move from one Home to another, and that you can easily do so, makes it possible for you to
remove yourself from a situation in which you are not happy or to pursue moving to a new place of service—
whether Home, field, or ministry—that you may feel called to. The following numbered sections are helpful
points to keep in mind when applying the “Procedure for Using the Right of Mobility,” which outlines how to
implement your right of mobility.

All members of a Home should be working to make the Home successful. They should be moving forward
together and feel equally responsible to make the Home work, which builds a camaraderie which helps carry
the Home to success. Successful Homes usually have a core of people who are committed to the Home, who
stay in the Home and stick with the same team for a substantial period of time. When there are problems,
the Home members work through them instead of just turning in their 30-day notices. Generally speaking,
Homes that stick together, work together, and spiritually grow together for longer periods of time are the
most successful.

The Home is, in actuality, a team made up of all the members of the Home. When the members of the
Home live together, work together, obey together, and watch out for one another, they will form a winning
team. A team that truly becomes one unit, with all members working toward the same goal of victory, will
become strong; they'll be winners. The Lord put us in Homes because He knows that while it is extremely
difficult to fully live up to His standard of discipleship as individuals, when we are together, united as a team,
and upholding one another, it is much easier. The role of the Home becomes vital to living the discipleship
life.

Giving voting members the right of mobility will hopefully help motivate those who are shepherding and
managing Homes to do all they can to have an inspiring Home whose members are progressing spiritually so
that those in the Home will want to remain, rather than Home members becoming discontent and dissatisfied.

We want to encourage winning teams with fruitful ministries to stick together rather than constantly
changing personnel, but we do want to give you the opportunity to move should you feel it's necessary. If
you are truly unhappy or discontent in your Home, and/or the Lord wants you to move on to another
situation, you are free to do so.

Following are points to consider when praying about your right of mobility. The “Procedure for Using the
Right of Mobility” outlines the steps to be taken.

1. While the right of mobility does not specifically apply to those under the age of 18, this does not mean
that those under the age of 18, especially those 16 and 17, must always live in the same Home as their
parents. It's just that they don't have the right to move upon demand. Teens are permitted to reside away
from their parents providing the parents residing with them are in agreement, and the receiving Home agrees
to accept them.

All minors living away from their parents must have a legal guardian through a power of attorney and/or
other necessary paperwork in accordance with the laws of the country in which they live.
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2. Since the Family is focusing on communal living and building Homes that are winning teams, in the
event of difficulties with a new individual in the Home, the Home should be willing to give sufficient time for
the individual and the Home to truly evaluate each other before asking the person to leave.

Sometimes people also land in what they initially feel may be an unacceptable situation and want to leave
before giving enough time both to get to know the Home and before giving the Home their best. But if they
do give it a try and still feel they should move, they may give their 30-day notice.

3. When moving to a Home you should do so with the determination that you are investing yourself in
the Home and its ministries. As with any investment, it takes time for it to yield a dividend or to bear fruit;
thus you should be prepared to remain in your new Home long enough to bear that fruit. You should commit
yourself to working in that Home through the good times and the difficult.

Your first impulse should not be to give your 30-day notice and leave if things don’t go as well as you'd
hoped. You should first do all you can to change the situation through prayer, discussion, and example, and
keep plugging away, investing in the work the Lord called you to and work hard at developing your “winning
team.” Dad said years ago in “Shtick,” “You'd better stick it out until you know God wants you to leave a job
and you know He's finished with you there and He's got something else He wants you to do” (ML #703:47).
Each of us has a responsibility to the Home we live in, and should take into account what effect our departure
will have on the Home and its ministries. If a number of Home members decide to leave it may mean that
those remaining behind will not be able to sustain the ministries of the Home, and consequently those fruitful
ministries will suffer or be lost, which may result in many people losing the opportunity to hear the Gospel.

However, if and when the Lord does lead you to move, you should take into account all the details
required for you to accomplish your move before giving your 30-day notice. For example, if you plan to move
far it will require raising enough funds for the fare, and if traveling to another country, clearance from the
regional desk for that area. If you plan to move to another Home, you will need the agreement of the Home
receiving you. All of this will take time, and in many cases longer than 30 days. So you would be well advised
not to actually give your official 30-day notice until you have prayerfully counted the cost, made your plans,
have the clearance procedures well under way, and are close to having your funds and clearance in hand.

4. Once you've given your 30-day notice, you have relinquished your right to vote in Home decisions,
including financial matters, and are freed from all responsibility on decisions made by the Home from that day
forward, other than your ongoing responsibility to keep Home regulations.

5. If a member of the Home's steering council gives his 30-day notice since he no longer has a vote in
Home affairs, elections should be held within seven days to select a new steering council member as outlined
in the “Voting and Election Rules.”

6. Once the 30-day period is over you will be expected to leave the Home. There will be times when your
plans don't work out the way you expect and you may find you have given your 30-day notice prematurely
and thus you are not able to leave by the time the 30-day period ends. If you've come to the end of your 30
days and you can't leave for one reason or another, you once again become a voting member of your present
Home and are again responsible for the decisions of the Home, including any new debts or liabilities incurred
from that time onward. The Home can vote to extend the 30 days, if they so wish, and extend your stay at
the Home without making you accountable for the decisions of the Home or for any debts or liabilities they
incur.

It's also possible that the Home may be geared up for you to go and have new personnel on their way to
take your place. In this case if you let your 30 days lapse the Home may decide not to extend your 30-day
notice and you may need to move on.

Everything should be worked out in prayer and counsel, but considering that you were personally
responsible for having submitted your 30-day notice, and such a move often greatly affects the Home, once
your plan to move is in motion you may need to be ready to follow through on it regardless of possible last-
minute changes to your plans. If your plans do change it would be advisable to let the Home know as soon as
possible so they can do what they can to work out the situation as satisfactorily as possible for all concerned.

7. There may be an occasion when someone has caused problems in @ Home, which played a major part
in @ Home not fulfilling its responsibilities or in breaking the “Family Discipleship Rules.” If this individual
realizes in advance that the Home is about to be placed on PN, he may decide to quickly put in his 30-day
notice so he won't have to remain in the Home while the Home makes the necessary changes. In such a
case, since this person played a major role in the Home’s problem, but could theoretically avoid having to
help rectify it if he were to give his notice right before PN goes into effect, the shepherding desk may
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suspend the member’s right of mobility in order for him to remain and help remedy the situation. See
“Responsibilities and Authority of the Shepherding Desk.”

8. When someone moves to another Home it is the responsibility of the steering council of the receiving
Home to confirm that the incoming member is a bona fide Family disciple. It is recommended that the Home
shepherds consider requesting whatever information they need about the incoming member, e.g., a résumé
of his background in the Family or details of any debts or liabilities he might have from the member’s present
Home.

9. The “Procedure for Using the Right of Mobility” sets forth the methods for moving out of a Home, but
this is not meant to apply to temporary movement. There will be occasions when someone will want to visit
another Home for a period of time in order to perhaps visit loved ones or to help that Home in some way.
Decisions regarding such matters are to be decided upon by the Homes involved.



Right of Redress

The term “redress” is defined as “to set right, to remedy or rectify” or “to provide reparation for a loss or
wrong experienced.” This “"Right of Redress” is in place so that if or when members’ rights are infringed upon,
or they feel they were wronged in some way, they can report it and appeal to a higher body knowing that the
matter will be looked into, and if needed, disciplinary measures meted out accordingly.

A. A member whose rights are infringed upon, and those who observe the rights of others
being infringed upon, which may result in physical, spiritual, psychological, or emotional
harm, has the right and responsibility first to bring the matter before the person causing
the harm, then before the Home's shepherds, and, if deemed necessary, before the Home
council, with the expectation that the matter will be remedied within a reasonable
amount of time.

Jesus said, “Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee
and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he
shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church” (Matthew 18:15-17). If your rights are being infringed
upon, you have the right to speak up about it and to expect it to be remedied. If you see someone else’s
rights being infringed upon, you have both the right and the responsibility to report it as well.

First, in scriptural fashion, you are to bring up the matter to the person who’s doing it, and then, if that
doesn't rectify the situation, you should bring it up to your Home shepherds. There may be times when you
don't feel you can bring the matter up directly to the person, in which case you can seek help from the Home
shepherds. If the situation is serious enough, or the erring member doesn’t change his ways within a
reasonable amount of time, the shepherds should bring the matter before all the voting members of the
Home.

A “reasonable amount of time” depends on what the infringement is and what the harm is. If, for
example, you see that someone is verbally abusing another member and shouting at him, a reasonable
amount of time for that to be remedied is immediately. Whereas if the Home managers have not been
informing the Home of the financial state well enough and a member of the Home feels that he isn't being
kept informed, which he has the right to be, he can bring it up to the steering council, as well as to the
Home, and say, "I think we need to be better informed, so we need to have a Home council meeting to
discuss finances.” In that case, a reasonable amount of time would be at most 15 days. It depends on the
problem, how serious it is, and whether or not it's causing harm.

1. If the matter is not remedied within a reasonable amount of time or is deemed a
serious offense, the member has the right and the responsibility to write to the
shepherding desk formally requesting that action be taken.

a. Such requests may also be sent to World Services Leadership, if so desired.

If you feel the situation is very serious, or if it is not taken care of after you have followed the steps
outlined in clause A., then you can take the next step of informing the SD of the situation. Your SD will pass
your report to the RSs to look into. You should send a report as soon as possible.

“If you are personally convinced that something is really wrong with your leader’s actions or orders, and
that God’s work is being damaged or His sheep are being abused, mistreated, or hurt as a result, then it is
your duty to report it to a higher authority” (ML #2417:17). “Failure to report a crime is a crime” (ML
#662:22).
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2. The shepherding desk must investigate the matter within 60 days. The regional
shepherds can extend the time, if necessary, to conclude the investigation.

a. If, through investigation, confirmation is made that the rights of the member have
been infringed upon, resulting in physical, spiritual, psychological, or emotional
harm, appropriate and proportionate discipline must be assigned to the offending
members. The offended member and those who had reported the offense must be
informed of the action taken.

b. If, through investigation, it is found that the entire Home was negligent in
protecting the rights of the member, the entire Home must be appropriately and
proportionately disciplined. The offended member and those who reported the
offense must be informed of the action taken.

c. If, through investigation, it is decided that the member’s rights have not been
infringed upon, the shepherding desk must inform the member who alleged he
was offended, as well as those who reported the matter.



Responsibilities and Rights of Family Discipleship
Homes
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Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship Home

A Family discipleship Home should be a sample to the world that true, living, applied Christianity, as
portrayed in the New Testament, exists in today's world. True communal discipleship Homes show the world
that there are Christians who are willing to live 100% for God, who are willing to give up the comforts and
conveniences of selfish living to live a life of service to others. Our willingness to live by faith, to witness full
time and to trust God to supply our needs as we share all things, is a testimony of the existence of a living,
caring, very real God.

The Home and its individuals must bring forth the fruits of discipleship, the fruits of obedience, the fruits
of obeying the Charter and the New Wine in spirit, the fruits of unity and living the One Wife vision, the fruits
of using the spiritual weapons, the fruits of good witnessing, the fruits of putting the Lord first and serving
Him to the best of their ability. It should be clear whether the Home is living the discipleship standard by
looking at their fruits, both their outside witnessing fruits as well as the fruits of the Spirit within the Home.
And the only way for a Home to truly bring forth that fruit is if the individual members of the Home are
disciples, living the discipleship life. If the people within the Home aren't disciples, then the Home won't bring
forth the fruits of discipleship. And if a Home is not bringing forth the fruits of discipleship, it's fairly certain,
the folks in that Home are not disciples.

A Family discipleship Home should provide both a supportive environment and fellowship with others to
help each other live full-time discipleship. It's a Home that’s a team made up of all the members of the Home.
When the members of the Home live together, work together, obey together, and watch out for one another,
they will form a winning team. A team that truly becomes one unit, with all members working toward the
same goal of victory, will become strong; they'll be winners. The Lord put us in Homes because He knows
that while it is extremely difficult to fully live up to His standard of discipleship as individuals, when we are
together, united as a team and upholding one another, it is much easier. The role of the Home becomes vital
to living the discipleship life. (Based on ML #3479:69, 72, 76.)

A Family discipleship Home:
A. Lives together communally and fulfills the requirements of a Family discipleship Home.

1. A Family discipleship Home may temporarily stay with Missionary or Fellow members,
or in a non-Family home for up to 30 days, but for no more than 30 days within any
60-day period.

a. The shepherding desk may grant an extension.

This covers a situation when a Family friend or relative might invite an entire Home to live in his house
perhaps while the Home is in transition between moves or on a temporary witnessing mission.

This clause does not cover the times when a Family disciple is away from the Home while visiting
relatives. In that case refer to “Home Size Rules.”

B. Abides by the minimum and maximum Home personnel requirements in accordance with
the “"Home Size Rules.”

C. Elects a steering council and board pillar representatives in accordance with the “Voting
and Election Rules.”

1. The process of Home elections must begin within 15 days after opening a new Family
discipleship Home.
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D. Informs the non-resident parents if their young adult aged 18—-20, who's been living in
the Home, chooses not to remain a Family disciple.

E. If a road team Home, must fulfill the Charter requirements of a Family discipleship Home.

1. Aroad team Home must base out of a specific region and is subject to the Charter’s
clearance and right of mobility guidelines.

A road team Home is one which has no fixed residence and is different from a situation where some
members of a Home go out on the road for a period of time, but are still listed as members of a regular
Home on that Home's eTRF. For example, two families living in caravans and moving from place to place
would be a road team Home. They would send in their own eTRF and, as a Home based within a specific
regional area, would need to have a Home email and mailing address. It's also important that the road team
Home abides by point A.1 above, and doesn't stay in the residence of someone who is not a Family disciple
for more than 30 days within a 60-day period.

Such a team would need the local Homes' agreement to do outreach in a city that already has an FD or
MM Home in it. See “Procedure for Granting or Denying Clearance” and “Procedure for Using the Right of
Mobility."”

Road team Homes are not an exception to the Family discipleship requirements. They must also have a
coach, pass their Home review, follow all the Charter Home size, meeting, and witnessing requirements, and
work to build a verifiable work with tangible fruit.

F. Does not allow anyone to reside in the Home who is not a Family disciple or an
authorized guest.

“Authorized guest” is defined in the following clauses 1 and 2.
1. A visitor who is not a Family disciple may stay in a Family discipleship Home for up to
30 days, but for no more than 30 days within any 60-day period.

a. The shepherding desk may grant exceptions.

b. An overnight visitor who is not a Family disciple and who is a minor, should either
be accompanied by their parents or guardians, or have written permission from a
parent or legal guardian.

The Home can allow visitors who are not Family disciples to stay in the Home for up to 30 days within a
60 day period; beyond that would require permission from the SD. Due to legal reasons, visitors who are
minors and who stay overnight without their parents should have written permission from their parents or
legal guardians if they are not related to an adult member of the Home. Of course, the decision on who is
allowed to stay in the Home as a visitor and for how long would be decided by the Home council.

2. A teenager who decides not to be a Family disciple may, with the approval of the
Home council and permission from the shepherding desk, continue to reside in a
Family discipleship Home with his parents as a guest, provided the teen adheres to
the following:

— Refrains from activities that would reflect negatively on the Family, including any
illegal activities.

— Keeps a clean and presentable appearance.

— No smoking in the Home, on the property, or in Family-owned vehicles.
— No substance abuse or use of illicit or illegal drugs.

— No possessing weapons such as firearms or hunting knives.

— No drinking for minors, or over-drinking of alcohol for those of legal age, while in
the Home.

— No cursing or using foul language in the Home.
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— No violent behavior or harming of others, as well as animals or property.
— No sexual interaction with Family disciples.
— No homosexual activities in or outside of the Home.

— No invited visitors or guests to the Home without permission, as determined by
the Home council.

— No public expression of criticism of the Family, the Word, or Family leadership.

— Abides by any Home guidelines regarding audible non-Family music in communal
areas of the Home.

— No viewing or perusing of ungodly videos, TV shows, books, or websites, and no
unedifying phone conversations in public areas of the Home, or in private rooms if
shared with others.

— Must abide by all other rules or regulations set down for the teen by his or her
parents and/or the Home council.

A Home cannot allow someone who is not a Family disciple to live in an FD Home permanently or for an
extended period of time. However, exceptions can be granted by the SD and with the agreement of the
Home council in the case where a teen that has decided not to be a Family member, or has become a
Missionary or Fellow member and is living with his parents.

Non-FD teens should not be reported on the Home’s eTRF. They do not need to meet FD requirements or
other responsibilities of Family disciples, but they must agree to not break the rules listed above, or any other
rules, requirements, or extensions to the above rules that are set down for them to obey by their parents
and/or the Home council.

Although it is understood that they have chosen to no longer live according to the requirements of a
Family disciple, and we respect their right to do so, while residing in an FD Home it is required that they not
disrupt the discipleship life of the Home. Teens that wish to report as MM or FM while living in a FD Home
may do so if they witness, do a monthly MM or FM TRF, and tithe accordingly.

G. Works in harmony with other Homes in the region, country, or city.

Homes within a city, country, or region are expected to work in harmony with each other. It is inevitable
that there will occasionally be problems between Homes, which will need to be worked out, but when there
are, it is expected that they will be prayerfully, lovingly, and unselfishly resolved between the Homes
involved. If necessary, arbitration of problems may involve the coaches, the SD, or the RSs.

H. Lives in accordance with the Charter.

In keeping with Home accountability, the Home council must work to ensure that its members are living
in accordance with the Charter.

I. Fulfills the reporting and tithing requirements in accordance with the “"World Services
Reporting Rules.”

J. Maintains and regularly checks email and physical addresses at which the Home can
receive World Services and area communications, notices, and publications.

K. Handles its finances in accordance with the “"Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship
Home Regarding Financial Matters.”

L. Completes the Family discipleship Home reviews and sends them in on time.

To help the Homes better focus on their priorities, each of the six boards—CCR, CGO, CP, CS, Ed, and
YS—have compiled criteria within their pillar reflecting the Letters and the Charter that Homes are expected
to fulfill. You will find each board'’s criteria in the “Family Discipleship Board Criteria.”

The Home review, conducted in each pillar, is to help illuminate any areas of weakness that a Home
needs to raise their standard in. If a Home fails in any of the six pillars, the RSs will decide the consequences
for the Home, bearing in mind any mitigating circumstances which may have legitimately affected the Home's
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ability to fulfill the FD criteria. These consequences can include a warning, probationary notice, or change of
membership to MM or FM. The consequence will apply equally to all members of the Home. The Home as a
team is accountable to maintain the FD lifestyle and spiritual standard.

1. A Home that doesn't pass Home review and receives a consequence may appeal the
decision in writing to their regional shepherds via the regional desk, explaining why
they disagree with the decision. The regional shepherds will review the matter and
will respond to the Home with the outcome within 30 days of the receipt of the
Home's letter. The decision of the regional shepherds will be final.

M. Regularly engages in evangelism.

As Dad taught from the beginning of the Family, “Our job, the job that God has given to each of His
children, is to give His Word and His Love to others, to preach the Gospel [to evangelize], to sow the seed, to
witness!—That's what God has called us for. Jesus commanded His disciples to ‘Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel (good news) to every creature’ (Mark 16:15).—And we must likewise do the same. For ‘the
harvest [of hungry, searching souls] truly is plenteous, but the laborers [the workers who will gather them in]
are few’ (Matthew 9:37)" (ML #731:126).

As explained in the “Responsibilities of an Individual Family Disciple,” evangelism is “zealous preaching
and dissemination of the Gospel, such as through missionary work.” Every Home is expected to witness and
preach the Gospel with zeal in accordance with the “Outreach Rules” and the “Church Growth and Outreach
Board Criteria.”

N. Endeavors to achieve the area goals of the region, country, and/or city in which the
Home resides.

1. Area goals cannot violate or contravene the Charterand can only be established by:
a. A published World Services' directive specifically declaring the goal.
—or-
b. An area referendum of the region-, country-, and/or city-wide Homes.

i. The regional desk must inform World Services Administration of the outcome
of any area referendum affecting regions or countries in accordance with the
“Voting and Election Rules.”

2. All area goals, other than those mandated by World Services, are subject to a vote of
confirmation.

There are two ways an area goal can be established: The first is if WS publishes a directive declaring that
the worldwide Family, or a certain region or country, must attempt to achieve a certain goal. On the rare
occasion that WS might make such a decree, they will publish it electronically or in print, clearly stating that it
is a worldwide, regional, or national goal. In other words, if WS issues such a decree, it will not be
ambiguous. No one will be able to erroneously come up to you and say that you "must do such-and-such
because it is a WS-declared area goal" unless such a goal has been clearly stated as such in an official
publication.

The second method for establishing such a goal is through an area referendum. The rules governing area
referendums are listed in the “Voting and Election Rules.”

This means that other than a WS-established goal, an area goal cannot be established without a vote of
the Homes affected. Once the majority of the Homes in a region, country, or city agree that a measure
should become a goal, then all Homes in that area are expected to endeavor to achieve it. So if an area
wants to have a united project or a "push" that everyone is expected to participate in, it must first be
confirmed in an area referendum as an area goal.

One example could be an effort to raise extra funds to produce special withessing materials. Any region,
country, or city wishing to implement such giving would need to receive the Homes' agreement through an
area referendum. The area referendum section of the "Voting and Election Rules" explains that area
referendums on financial matters are established by a two-thirds majority of the area Homes. So in this case,
two thirds of the Homes must agree before it becomes an area goal.—Whereas in non-financial matters, such
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as coordinating witnessing areas within a given metropolitan area, a simple majority is the criterion. All area
goals, other than WS-mandated goals, are subject to an annual vote of confirmation.

0. Allocates sufficient time for required Home meetings as listed in the "Home Meetings and
Activities.”

P. Participates in at least one city council meeting during any given 90-day period, if located
in a city or metropolitan area with more than one Family discipleship and/or Missionary
member Home.

See “City Councils” for more about Homes participating in their city council meetings.

Q. Presents itself in an honest manner in its interactions with the public, is open about its
membership with the Family, and acts responsibly and honestly in its financial dealings,
provisioning, fundraising, distribution of Family publications and products, appeals for
support, bookkeeping and other obligations related to for-profit or not-for-profit entities,
humanitarian aid, and the receipt of government benefits, so as to reflect positively on
the Family.

As a Family discipleship Home, you represent the Family in your interactions with the public. Although
your local work or charitable project may operate under a local name, it is important that you make your
membership in the Family known in your fundraising, provisioning, appeals, and involvement in non-profit,
NGO, or other associations, unless your Home is operating under specific RC guidelines concerning how to
present your Family affiliation.

It is important when requesting funding or goods that the monies or goods received are designated and
used for the purpose for which they were requested. We are to “provide things honest in the sight of all men”
(Rom.12:17), lest the Home's actions reflect negatively upon the Family at large.

R. Refrains from engaging in activities that reflect negatively on other Homes in their
region, country, or city, or on the Family in general.

The customs and mores of society vary from country to country, so something that is acceptable in one
country may not be acceptable in another. Homes therefore need to be sensitive to the customs and values
of the country in which they reside, and should avoid engaging in activities that are considered offensive. “We
ought to conduct ourselves in these countries in such a fashion that the people of the country and its officials
will be proud to have us there and thankful for us because we're doing their country good” (ML #1202:41).

S. Obtains written permission from the regional council—or a production center authorized
by the regional council—before engaging in any legal agreements in the name of Family
entities or any Family-authorized companies that concern the distribution or sale of
Family products, or before acting as an official representative—other than as a sales
representative—of any Family companies.

T. Informs and seeks counsel from the regional Communications and Community Relations
board before participating in national, international, or other major media interviews,
documentaries, websites or forums, movies, books, written or verbal rebuttals, press
releases, or articles in the name of the Family.

Dealing with the media can be precarious and can have repercussions if mishandled, thus Homes must
counsel with and receive authorization from their regional CCR board before becoming involved in any major
media interaction. This includes any media that will affect the country, other countries, or any other major
media interviews. It also covers media outreach that is conducted in the name of the Family, or in the name
of a local work that is known as the Family.

If the media interview is a local affair—for example, if the local newspaper wants to do an article on your
Home's charitable or missionary work outreach—this would not fall under the above guidelines and therefore
the Home would not be required to seek prior counsel and approval from the CCR board. If, however, you
live in a major city and the local newspaper is published nationally, then you would need to check with your
CCR board before granting the interview, since such an article could have national ramifications.

When granting permission for a local article or interview, the Home needs to realize that they are only
speaking on behalf of their local Home, and are not officially representing the Family International.
Regardless of the coverage the article will get the Home should report about the interview to their CCR board
and send them a copy of the article once it comes out. Even though the local Home can make a decision on
the local article, the Home needs to realize that they are only speaking on behalf of their local Home, and are
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not representing the Family International as an official spokesperson. Should the interview move outside the
realm of your local work, you should let the interviewer know that you are not an official Family spokesperson
and only speak on behalf of your local work. You could also refer them to the official Family spokesperson.

If @ major or national newspaper wants to publish an article about the Family, it would be considered a
major article and thus would have to be counseled about with your CCR board. For example, if you live in a
metropolitan area with several Homes you should seek counsel from the CCR board before participating in an
interview with a city-wide newspaper or city-wide TV station, since an interview of this nature could have an
impact on the other Homes in your area. If a local TV station wants to film your children's singing group it
would be fine for the Home to go ahead with it as a local decision, but if a national or international TV or
radio station was requesting permission to film a documentary or TV show, it would have to be counseled
about beforehand.

However, in a case of extreme emergency, such as your Home being raided, you may need to
immediately speak to the press without awaiting CCR board approval. If such is the case, you should proceed
as the Lord leads you and inform your CCR board as soon as possible afterwards. If an officially appointed
spokesperson has been appointed to handle the media, you should work in counsel with him or her.

Under non-emergency conditions, if a major media outlet representative were to arrive at your door for
an interview and your regional council has not appointed anyone in your Home as an official Family
spokesperson, then your response should be to politely direct the inquirer to the official Family spokesperson
for the country or region, much like an employee of a company would if questioned about his or her
company.

It is advised that each Home have contact information where the Family spokesperson for the country or
region can be reached. If you give the contact information of the spokesperson to someone, you should
inform the spokesperson as soon as possible.

U. Informs their regional Communications and Community Relations board regarding the
legal registration of organizations or associations set up for the purpose of representing
the Home, its work or ministries, or the Home's members to the public or to local
authorities.

1. Unless an organization or association has been specifically authorized to operate in
the name of the Family International, the Family International has no authority over
the organization’s activities or decisions.

Except in rare cases where a legal entity is authorized to operate in the name of the Family International,
all legal entities are operated by the boards and individuals involved and are legally and financially
autonomous. Family members operating these organizations must comply with the legal requirements of the
country and/or state in which they are established, and must “provide things honest in the sight of all men,”
striving to fulfill the legal and financial requirements of these entities to the best of their abilities.

Although Family members are required to inform their CCR board regarding the legal registration of
organizations or associations, the Family International has no authority over or responsibility for the
directives, mission statement, organization, or operation of such entities.



Responsibilities of a Family Discipleship Home Regarding the Welfare of its
Members

A Family discipleship Home:

A. Provides for the spiritual, physical, and material necessities of all of its members to the
best of its ability by:

1. Allotting sufficient time on a regular basis of not less than four times per week,
during which the greatest possible number of voting Home members can assemble,
as one or several groups, for united prayer, praise, inspiration, loving Jesus, or
reading of the Word.

Homes must faithfully allot time for reading of the Word, prayer, and praise, as well as inspiration and
loving Jesus. Each Home should organize its schedule so as many as possible of the adults and teens can
gather together for such meetings. Time and length of these meetings may be determined by the Home, but
must occur at least four times per week. These meetings might be morning devotions, vespers, or other
spiritual activities.

Dad said, “The church of God needs a session together of assembly and fellowship and inspiration and
studying God's Word and praising the Lord! So by all means please get together for a little fellowship and
inspiration and prayer and a little feeding on the Word together. As Paul said, “"Neglect not the assembling of
yourselves together.” We need to get our hearts together and our minds together and our spirits together
and our bodies together—we need to get together” (ML #1384:10-12).

The Home may decide that it's better for different age groups to have all or some of their Word time
together. For example, if there are a number of teens in the Home, it may be decided that the teens should
have a separate devotional time geared toward their needs. There may be times when devotional meetings
might include almost everyone in the Home; others might just be for voting members. It is up to the Home
and/or the Home shepherds to decide on these matters.

It is not mandatory that all new WS publications—including GNs—be read unitedly unless stated on the
publication. The Home shepherds may decide that it would be beneficial for some new pubs to be read
unitedly.

2. Allowing for a minimum of 1072 hours weekly or 12 hours daily for Home members
to commune with the Lord through united devotions and/or private reading of His
Word and other World Services publications, prayer, praise, meditation, loving Jesus,
and hearing from the Lord in prophecy.

a. The Home should make sure time is available for Home members to spend a
minimum of 32 hours weekly or 30 minutes daily in intercessory prayer.

Beside the need for the Home’s members to gather together for united reading, every member also
needs personal Word time. The Home must make sure time is available for its members to have this private
reading, as well as prayer and prophecy time. Of course, it is up to the individual to use this time wisely and
to make his or her Word time is quality time. The 102 hours weekly of united and/or private Word time is
the minimum.

Home members should also take 32 hours weekly of intercessory prayer, either individually or unitedly.
Intercessory prayer does not count as part of the 102 hours weekly Word requirement.
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b. Disciples under one year in the Family must be allocated an additional seven
hours weekly, or a total of 172 hours weekly, in order to read through the
“Priority Reading List for a New Family Disciple or Missionary Member,” as well as
to complete the 12 Bridges course, if they have not done so prior to joining.

New disciples need additional hours to get properly grounded in the Word. In order to make it possible
for them to complete the study of the 12 Bridges, if they did not do so before joining, and the “Priority
Reading List for a New Family Disciple or Missionary Member,” an additional seven hours per week of Word
time must be allotted by the Home for this specific purpose. It's preferable that this additional Word time be
on a daily basis, or at least spread throughout several time slots during the week, but may not be less than
seven additional hours of Word time per week.

3. Supplying and maintaining a well-organized Home library of Family publications.

a. The Home library may be kept in electronic form. However, all Home members
must be able to freely access the electronic library just as they would a physical
Home library.

b. All publications in the Home must have required portions deleted or modified in
accordance with World Services pubs purge guidelines.

A well-organized Home library is a vital part of the Home. If a physical library is either non-existent or is
so disorganized that it's almost impossible to find the reading material you're looking for, or the electronic
library is not easily and readily available, the Home members will be discouraged from getting into the Word,
and will suffer spiritually.

It is the Home’s responsibility to gather the Family publications necessary for as complete a set of pubs
as available, both in English and—where needed and available—in their local language, and to keep them
available and in order. Electronic versions of publications that have not been mailed to the Homes on paper
should be kept in a specific and easily accessible secure location on the Home's computer, as should the
complete electronic library.

All publications in the Home must be purged according to the WS pubs purge guidelines. All publications
in the InfoStore electronic library have been purged according to WS pubs purge guidelines.

The CP board recommends in “How-to Aids for the CP, FED, and PR Boards” (GN 1126) that the children’s
library be easily available and accessible for the children.

4. Allotting each Home member 16 years or older a regular day off from Home duties,
preferably weekly, but no less than once every two weeks.

Dad said, “"None of us can stand the constant pressures of continuous demands on our time, strength,
body, soul, and spirit to which we are so often forced to submit, without relief, by the press of time,
necessity, need, and one emergency after another so prevalent in such a fast-moving and rapidly expanding
work such as ours where the laborers are so few, the Harvest so big, and there’s so much to be done to
gather it in before the Storm! Even the Lord Himself could not bear the continual strain and virtue drain of a
constant ministry to the multitudes, which is what your ministry really is, so He frequently had to get away
from it all and take His disciples up into the mountains or out to sea or on a private visit to friends for a
spiritual retreat, rest, and recuperation and inspiration—sometimes even all alone” (ML #169:5,2).

5. Maintaining a clean, safe, and healthy environment, and a physical standard of living
that is a positive reflection on the Family.

Our Homes need to maintain a good physical standard. If a Home is in harmony with, and conforms to,
the goals and rules of the Family they should be able to maintain a good standard as also underlined in the
“Children and Parenting Board Criteria” and “Communications and Community Relations Board Criteria.”

Dad said, “Cleanliness isn't next to godliness, it is godliness, it's part of being godly! So keep it clean!
Keep your hands clean, your body clean, your food clean, the air clean, the yard clean, and the carpets as
clean as you can. It's only God that ever keeps you, but for God’s sake, give Him a little cooperation” (ML
#1031:69).

6. Supplying nutritious, wholesome foods to eat, taking into account the special needs
of babies, growing children, nursing and pregnant mothers, the elderly, and the sick.

It's a Family goal to preserve our physical bodies by eating foods that promote good health, vitality, and
energy, which includes well-balanced meals, plenty of fruit and vegetables, and good water, while avoiding
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junk foods, foods with high sugar content, artificial sweeteners, and refined, bleached, or processed sugar
and foods.

Jesus said, “Eating right, exercising right, and living right will go a long way toward preventing ill-health
and disease. If you do the things I'm showing you to do, it's certain that you will improve your health and you
will find that you are getting sick much less. And there will be sicknesses and diseases down the line that will
completely bypass you because of your good choices now” (ML #3626:90).

Mama went on to say, “Not only is it good for you to take care of your body and do what you can to build
up your health, but it is also your responsibility in raising your children to teach them right from the beginning
and to help them form godly health habits at an early age, so that they can grow into strong disciples” (ML#
3634:35).

See “Healthy Living, Part 2" (ML# 3634) for more complete counsel on how the right food, nutrition, and
diet help achieve good health.

7. Supplying needed prayer, care, support, and medical attention to those who are sick
or physically ill, impaired, pregnant, elderly, or in need. Decisions concerning whether
to get medical advice or attention are determined by the members themselves, or in
the case of children, by their parents or guardians.

If a Home member is sick, it is the Home's responsibility to support him or her physically and spiritually
and supply the necessary prayer and care. If the member needs medical advice or attention, it should be
made available. If he or she is in the hospital, Home members should visit regularly.

If @ member is physically weaker, impaired, pregnant or has special physical needs, which would include
nursing mothers and elderly members, the Home should not only meet his or her medical needs, but
endeavor to meet his or her dietary and therapeutic needs as much as possible, and be understanding of his
or her need for extra rest and/or a lighter workload.

The Home is also responsible to help meet its members’ needs for prenatal, postnatal, dental, and eye
check-ups, and any resultant medical or dental work, or eyeglasses needed. As outlined in the
“Responsibilities of Family Discipleship Parents,” children should have initial dental and eye check-ups no later
than age four, and annually, or more often when needed, after that.

In the case of emergency medical needs, some of the Home's HER fund may be used in accordance with
the “Financial Rules.” However, since there are over six months’ of advance notice for births, the Home
should set aside funds in advance to cover the cost, as well as to take care of any other predetermined
medical and associated legal or paperwork expenses.

8. Ensuring that its members get regular vigorous exercise.

a. Members aged 18 and over should get regular, vigorous exercise, preferably in the
fresh air, not less than four times per week, health permitting.

i. The type, amount, and intensity of exercise and physical activity depends on
the age, health, and physical condition of the individual. Each member’s
exercise should be appropriate to the individual’s needs and capabilities.

b. Members under the age of 18 must have regular, vigorous age-appropriate
exercise, preferably in the fresh air for at least one hour, though preferably 90
minutes, not less than five times per week, health permitting.

The goal should be to make exercise a daily or near-daily occurrence—for life. Ideally, everyone should
have good, vigorous exercise every day. If you can't get that, the minimum is 4 days a week.

See “Exercise: If You Don't Have Time, Make Time!” (ML# 3627) for more complete counsel on ensuring
that your exercise is regular and sufficiently vigorous to achieve good health. Mama explains there how
exercise is essential to good health. “Dad harped on good exercise in many Letters, because many of us just
weren't getting it. It can be easy to dismiss the importance of physical activity and to think that you can get
along fine without it. It's not the same as going without eating or sleeping, which you feel the effects of
immediately. But although the effects of a lack of exercise can be slower in coming, without a doubt they do
come. Insufficient exercise is to blame for many health problems, illnesses, and long-term disabilities or
afflictions, particularly as our bod