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The Lukewarm Backslider!

GOD’S VOMIT! 9/83
—The Lukewarm Backs| ider! DFO16562

1« THE VERSE | GOT AFTER | READ THIS BOY'S LETTER
REJECTING OUR OFFER OF A WS JOB N FAVCOLR OF GOING BACX TO
HIS WIFE & CHILDREN WAS, 'DEMAS HATH FORSAKEN ME, HAVING
LOVED THIS PRESENT WORLDS (2T14:10) Imagine, after all
we've done & sald, he’s going back for nothing but his wife &
children! (Maria: Yss, a wife that was very very unstable at
thatd As far as I'm concerned, that's almost as good as
backsliding, when he knew that he was headed to one of our
Units. (Maria: He knew he was going to go into a more selah
Creations Unit. You even wrote him a personal letfer, asking
how he would Iike to work In a Unit—It's sadl)

2, HE'S LIKE ESA. HE'S GOING TO REALISE ONE OF THESE
DAYS WHAT HE MISSED, HOW HE SOLD HIS BIRTHRIGHT FOR A MESS OF
POTTAGE!  (Gen25:34) (Maria: And she's so wezk anyway,
shes almost backslidden several times.d) And hels golng to
saek a place of ance & find It not, even though he
seeks [t careful ly with tears! (Heb12:17) He that having put
his hand to the plow & locking back is not worthy of Me.
(Luk.9:62) Boy, I'd be scared to death to do what he's
doing! | did It a few times In my life, & | tell you, | sure
got a hel luva sparking for 1l

3. THE SADDEST STORIES IN THE BIBLE ARE OF THE MEN WHO
WERE DISAPPOINTMENTS TO GOD, the ones He gave every chance &
opporfunity to make good & they flubbed i+ & went back on I,
forsook Him or forsook thelr job, farsook the Work because
they weren't willing to forsake something else-~their wlives
or thelr family or their home or thelr wealth or their pride
or thelr "freedom™ There are so many stories about the guys
who almost made It but didnt

4. HE EVEN TALKED IN HIS LETTER ABOUT WHAT A RELIEF IT
WAS TO MAKE THIS DECISION TO RETURN TO HIS WIFE & A NORMAL
HOME! He reminded me of that lawyer in the church In Detroit
after my mother's invitation to Salvation. He couldnt take
anymore & he ran out the door. They found him leaning up
agalnst the wail, ing his brow, saying, *Thark Godl What
a rellefl—| made it! She didn't hock me!"™ And just a few
weeks later he shot his brains cut!

5. BOYI—WHAT DISAPPOINTMENTS TO GOD! Everybody from

Cain to Judas & a whole lot In-between, but at least they make
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such a sad, gloomy, dark picture that they make the others
really shine Iike the stars, the guys who were willing to
forseke all & follow Jesus & do His will, Instead of the guys
who went back & did their own thing Just think how close
they came, just think!

6 HE SAID HE COULDNT SLEFP ALL NIGHT & THAT HE WAS
FIGHTING ALL NIGHT. He wasn't fighting with the Devil, he
was flghting with the Lord! He fought the Lord, & the Devil
wonl Just think, he came within a day of making it! Even
though the Lord always has the solution & something better &
even a better man for the job, you always feel sorry for the
guy who almost made it. :

To REMEMBER THAT PREACHER THAT USED TO PREACH THAT
SERMON ABOUT ALMOST, BUT LOST! Almost, but lost! They're not
lost eternally, but they're lost to the cause. Almost, but
falled. Almost, but lost the race. Almost, but lost the
crown. Almost, but lost the reward. Isn't +hat sad? He
real ly hardened his heart. He really rejected Gods will, &
he said It was a relief to have made the decision even if it
was the wrong onel Think of that!

8. WELL ILL TELL YOU, YOU MAY HAVE TEMPORARY RELIEF
WHEN MAKING A DECISION EVEN IF IT'S THE WRONG ONE, BUT YOULL
HAVE HELL TO PAY IN THE LONG RUN! The wrong declsion will
only give temporary relief from the strain & stress of the
battle & having to make a decision. It's |lke saying, well,
at least the battle is over, even if | lost S0 its a
relief to have lost, but you'll sure suffer for i+ after—
wards!

S. THE THING ABOUT THOSE GUYS 1S THE LORD NEVER SEEMS
TDE‘.'ERGWETI-EMMI'ERMonoehey fail thet miser-
ably & that badly when they've almost made I+ The Lord
seems to give them up & He never gives them another chance at
the same opportunity. | mean He might use them somewhere
somehow In some lesser capacity at some minor Job that's not
very important, because He can't trust them with muche But
I've never sesn them ever have the same opportunity again or
as great an cpportunity again, because once They've muffed 1+
& once God has found out He can™ frust them, He'l | hardly
trust them with anything. He says, 'He that is faithful in
that which is least is faithful also in +hat which is mucht
Luk16:10)  But 1"l +ell you, if God offers them much &
they're unfaithful in that, He can hardly even trust them
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| after that!
“mﬁ?ﬁnﬁgnsmu SGUSTS ME & | FEEL LIKE THE LORD [N

3 where He sald about the rightecus man that if he
f%?;!d?-es hlws rightecus ways & his rightsousness & turns tfo
evil & does evil & doesn't repent of it, that the Lord will
forget al | of his rightecusness & all the good that he did &
will judge him for his evil insteadl——Which again shows that
the great ministry he thought he had cbvicusly could 1'101‘ have
been a very great minisiry because his heart wasn't right
with the Lord, so how could he be doing the will of God?=-As
the results have shown that the ministry that he was doing
was not God's best nor God's highest nor the most needed, It

his own thin
I E e s s mie

& NOT THE BEST TYPE s We ha

tioned against i+ agaln & again & virtual ly condemned 11, but
that was his big thing. This merely confirmed it, hls wrong
decision & his lack of spiritual perception & being obvicusly
very much cut of touch with the Lord, shows that he was not
in touch then, which is why he was pushing the wrong thing.
So hels way off the beam now. | dof;klfl ng will trust him

ardly anything. He may even sl ides
Mﬁnh. H&FS@C&%TO%!\DWEH@M & TRY TO GET A
JOB TO SUPPORT HIS WIFE & CHILDREN FOR WHOM HE FORSOOK THE
LORD & THE LORD'S WORK?—That's what most backsllders do. |f
they forsske the Lord & His Work for sorr_ra'!‘hlng they would
rather have, for some other god before Him, God is fed up
with them, disgusted with them, He won't have anything to do
with them. (Heb.10:38) He usually won't use them for hardly
anything or bless them at all, so they have to go back to the
System, back to the World, back to the D:_avll to even earn a
living To support the god that they worshipped instead of the
Lord, the one for whom they forsook the Lord!

13. WATCH & WAIT & SEE WHAT A HELL THAT GAL IS GOING TO
CAUSE FOR HIM & HIS CHILDREN! | wouldn't give him any kind of
Job at alll | wouldn't +rust him with the slightest respon—
sibllity. Send him up to the frontline trenches, on his own.
Let them pioneer, see what they can do. He claims hels a
ploneer. Let's see if heds a pionesr. Now that he's for—
saken the Lord & the Lord's Work, now |ef's see what he can

t+ God!
% wg?ouh‘E]_L, ILL TELL YOU, THERE ARE PLENTY OF INSTANCES

478




OF MESSES THAT MEN MADE IN THE BIBLE WHEN THEY TRIED TODO T
WITHOUT THE LORD, TRIED TO DO THE LORD'S WORK WITHOUT THE
LORDI—The Master's Work without the Master's powsrl—And
they chose to do their own thing in thelr own way. Think of
It1—All the way from Cain to Judas!

15. LOOK AT CAIN, he wouldn't offer a blcod sacrifice
because he would have to get it from his brother, but he was
too proud to ask his brother for a sheep. So he sacrificed
his own bloodless sacrifice which was total ly unacceptable to
the Lord. Then he got angry & killed his brother in a fit of
jealous rage becauss the Lord wouldn't let him do It his way.
The Lord demanded complete obedience.

16. YOU COULD JUST GO ALL THROUGH THE BIELE & PICK QUT
OCDLES OF GUYS WHO DID THAT, WHO CHOSE THEIR OWN WAY INSTEAD
OF GOD'S WAY, THEIR OWN THING INSTEAD OF GOD'S THING! | think
some of the saddest worst examples of that are men |ike Esau
who sold his birthright for a mess of pottage, & Saul who
thought he could do it his way without the Lord. Both of
them lost everything because the Lord couldn't bless them for
It. There are plenty of the kings who were dandy bad exam-
ples & made the same wrong cholce.

17. WHEN YOU GET INTO THE NEW TESTAMENT YOUVE GOT A
NUMBER OF SAD CASES, PEOPLE WHO FORSOCK THE LORD & HIS WILL &
went back to their wallowing in the mire & dogs to their
vomit, such as the rich young ruler who came running to Jesus
for Eternal Life, & then when the Lord fold him +o forsake
all he went away sadly, sorrowful because he had great pos-
sessions! (Mt19:22) And Demas who served Paul & Barnabus,
but then when the battle got hot he went back, & Paul sald,
'Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present World
(2Tim.4:10)

18  WOWI—| TELL YOU, | CAN'T STOMACH PECPLE LIKE THAT!
GOD HATES TO SEE PECPLE'S BACKS! (Heb10:38) THEY MAKE GID
SICK AT HIS STOMACH! He sald, "I wish you were hot or cold,
but because ye are lukewarm | will spew you cut of My mouth
Rev3:16) It doesn't mean you're lost & not saved, it just
means He just can't use yow He can't stomach you, He' can't
swallow you, He can't use you, so He spits you atl o you've
become nothing but God's vomit!

19. THE MINUTE PECPLE MAKE THAT DECISION, YOU DON'T WAIT
A MINUTE FOR A BACKSLIDER, YOU GET THEM OUT QUICK! Even the
Al'ltance, my old denomination, had that policy. The minute a
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his badk on his job, they went right there &
:&gdmhmn;d‘r on the spot! They wouldn't even leave him
there till they got another preacher because they said held
cause nothing but troublel Just |ike we did with backsl Idﬂ':s
from TSC, we used fo teke them down to the bus & buy their
ticket, pay thelr busfare, put them on the bus & we were glad
to get rid of them rather than have'm hanging am'und causing
trouble & talking behind our bad<_-«-;|& always trying to per—
suade other le to defect as well.

20. GIVEpeI-?I)MA(nFLEI-lmREDDU.LmS&TELLHIMTOBE
ON HIS WAY, go back & see his famlly & go pioneering on the
frontl ine somewhere. He can't be trusted with any kind of
leadership, nothing, absolutely nothing! | wouldn't trust
him to lead anything, he’s hardly worthy of leading his own
family now. He that cannot rule his own house, how can he
rule anything? (1ITIm3:5) And In this case that's the very
thing he)s doing, he's allowing his house fo rule him, his
wlfe & children to rule over him, going back on the Lord for
them!

21. S0 IF HE CAN'T RULE HIS OWN HOUSE, HOW CAN HE RULE
THE CHURCH OF GOD? Tell them to send him to be with his
family & tell him to go somepleces He can't be frusted with
any kind of leadership, nothing. He has just ’roppled.frm:
+he top to the bottom through his sad, ridiculous decision!
Imagine, after all he knows & has read & been taught!—To
choose his family over the Lord & God's Work, when he knows
all about forsaking all & forseking wife & children & home &
all these things for the Lord—And he's deliberately choos-
ing them Instead.

22. ITS A PITIFUL CASE, BACKSLIDERS ARE AL PITIFUL
CASES! What a pitiful case Judas was, sickening! He didn™
really think he was deciding against the Lord, he real ly
+hought maybe he was teking the middle road & going to save
himself & the disciples & maybe even the Lord by furning HIm
in, by betraying Him, & you see what happened. They cruci-
fled the Lord, iried fo kill the disclples & when Judas saw
what a helluva mistake he had made, he went & committed
ulicide!

: 25. THERE ARE TIMES WITH CERTAIN DECISIONS THAT GCD
DOESN'T GIVE YOU A SECOND CHANCE! You've missed It & that's
i+l Usually If He can't trust you with that, then He'll
hardly trust you wlith any'rhlrgg‘.else. In the case of a few




cutstanding cases of backsliding in the Scriptures & in
church history where there was a tfremendously great repent-
ance, there was a great forglveness!—But usually at the same
Time there was also a great punishment. David lost his son,
he lost his kingdom, he lost ancther son, his favourite son,
& he nearly lost everything. God let him lose everything
until he saw the error of his ways & finally really repented.
He was really really sorry. Then the Lord gave him one of
those rare second chances. But it's very rare.

24, LIKE THE GUY WHO WANTED TO GO HOME & BURY HIS FATHER
& SAY FAREWELL TO HIS FAMILY, YOU NEVER HEAR OF HIM AGAIN.
Lk9:61-62) And look at Naaman who said, "Lord, just pardon
this one little thing! And he never did anything else for
the Lordl (K15:18) That was the end. | mean they just
can't be trusted with anything else! |f the Lord asks them
to do something for Him & they turn It down, then He: can't
trust them with anything, & you can't trust them with any-
thing elther.

25. | WOULDN'T EVEN TRUST HIM TO BE THE SHEPHERD OF A
HOME, HE'S NOT EVEN WORTHY OF BEING A SHEPHERD OF HIS OWN
HOME! His wife Is now the boss, shell now rule over him
because he chose her & the children Instead of the Lord, so
he car't be trusted with any position of responsibility at
alle It's going to be ashes between his testh! (Ps102:9-10)

26, THE PERSON THAT TOK HIS CROWN HAD TO DO THE SAME,
GIVE UP HIS WIFE & CHILD T0O. The same thing was required of
hime 11 just shows J. was not mature, he was just a novics,
that he couldn't even understand God's rules or Hls ways &
hels without excuse because he has certainly had the right
teachling, so he knows deliberately that he’s doing something
that he shouldn't do. He's dellberately disobsying, falling
God, forsaking the job God was about to give him o do, so he
knows he’s wrong, he knows It. |f we sin affer we have the
know ledge of the truth, if we sin wilfully, God's Word says,
then we have nothing but a fearful locking forward to Judge-
ment, punishment In other words. (Heb.10:26-27) He's really
going to go through the mill now, he's going to suffer the
chastisements of God, if theres any hopes for him at all.

27. JUST THING, | WAS ABOUT TO STICK MY NECX OUT FOR
HIM! Thank God, God saved us from that! It reminds me a bi+
of that other onel Lock how we stuck our necks cut for him,
did everything we could to save him & spare him & rescue him
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& glve him another chance. He turned right around & virtual-
ly betrayed us to the authoritiss when he was supposed fo be
strictly unknown & selah! Can you Imagine such a thing? |
mean that was 2 betrayal, an absolute betrayall He should
have risked his |ife to spare us & spare the Work! Instead
of that, all he was concerned about was saving himself. He
didn't care if It endangered the Work. Now I'm sick of him,
fed up with himl Let him save himself! Let him get himsslf
out of the pickle hels gotten himself Intol

28. | USED TO REFUSE TO EVEN HELP THEM BACKSLIDE IN ANY
WAY (R GIVE THEM THEIR BUSFARE OR ANYTHINGs Ho was so hard he
even made'm walk down three miles of dirt road carrying a
heavy sultcase rather than help them. But | found cut that
that only caused more troudles They hung around too long &
just did nothing but cause trouble with fhe neighbours &
other people, so | soon found cut that the safest & best way
to do It was to just be nice to them, take them down to the
bus & buy'm a ticket, put'm on & bus & ship'm hopefully as
far away as possible to get rid of them!

29, SO FROM THEN ON ALL WE DID WAS SAY, "DO YOU WANT TO
G0? 0K, WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO? OK, PACK YOUR SUITCASE &
WELL DRIVE YOU TO THE BUS & PAY FOR YOUR TICKETF—AND
THAT'S IT! Period. And we didn't buy any bus fickets clear
across the United States either. We Just sald, "We'll buy
your ticket to the next blig city & from there on you can
shift for yourself & call your folks for the bus fare or
whateverd Because that's where they usually went, back
home to thelr parents & the System!

30. SO IF HE WANTS TO GO BACK HOME TO HIS FAMILY, YOU
NEED TO GIVE HIM HIS BUS FARE REAL QUICK & A LITILE MONEY.
The very first thing, once he's made his decision, you should
have gotten him out of there Tnstantly, the minute he made
+he declsion. Why the hell don't those pecple weke up & see
the way we used to do it & know what our procedure is?
Apparently they can't belleve that they're really backslid-
ers.

31. WHEN THEY MAKE A DECISION LIKE THAT | WOULDNT WANT
THEM TO SPEND ANOTHER NIGHT IN THE HOUSE! I'd be afraid to
have the Devil's ferritory In my house overnight! And a
backsl ider [Is the Devil's own territoryl A backslider [s
nothing but a troublemsker! He can't help It. That's all he
Is. He's given himsslf over 4‘1;2 the Devil. He's ylelded to




the Devil. He's going the Devil's way Instead of God's way.
Hel's dangerous fo have around! | couldn™t get rid of them
guick enough at TSC, the last time | was running any kind of
a Colony personal ly!

32. BEOY, ILL TELL YOU, WHEN THEY FAIL THE LORD & THEY
FAIL US, THEY APPARENTLY HAVE NO IDEA WHAT A BIG FAILURE THAT
IS & HOW BAD IT IS & HOW FAR THEY ARE ON THEIR WAY DOWN! Be
nice about 1t & say, "K, now since you've made your deci-
slon, what are you walting for? Why don't you go? Heres the
money! And then warn the others not o use him in any kind
of leadership whatscever. |f he wanfs fo take his |itfle
famlly, go out to the boonies & try to pioneer, that's up to
hime But | certalnly would not want to put him in any kind
of responsibility.

33« THE QUICKER YOU GET RID OF A BACKSLIDER THE BETTER
OFF YOU AREl Anybedy who chooses his family over a job for
the Lord |s. a badcksllderl So that's a very sad case. Of
course every backsllder Is a sad case. They're the lukewarm
that Jesus Is speaking ofs They've had the knowledge & the
truth & they've tasted & all the rest & gone back!

34. GOD'S WORD SAYS "™IT SHALL BE IMPOSSIBLE TO RENEW
THEM TO REPENTANCES (Hebs:4-6) They'll never be sorry
enough to be trusted with ancther like chance. They're the
lukewarm, & the Lord would rather you're hot & on fire for
the Lord or a cold dead sinner! There's more chance for them
than a lukewarm Christian whd's gone back on the Lord & His
Work, & He'll spew them cut of His mouthl They make God slick
at Hls stomach & He vomits them outl—God's vomit, the back=
sl iders!

35 GOD HAVE MERCY & PROTECT US FROM BACKSLIDERS!
They're the worst enemles of all & the worst reprosch fo
God's Work & the worst possible testimony! That's why the
Apostle Paul prayed that God would kill them & get them out
of the way so they wouldn't be a stumbling block to others.
(1Cor5:5-7) He said héd del ivered their body to the Devil
that their soul might be saved; In other words, so thelr body
couldn*t cause any more frowle & at least the Lord could
save thelr souls. But there are going fo be those In Heaven
who are qolng to be suffering everlasting shame & comtempt.
They're almost going to be sorry they were saved! Lord de-
liver us from backsl|iders, God's vomitl—In Jesud Name,
amen~What are you?
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