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(From Chris [of Ruthie]:) To tell you the
truth, when I made my first trip into China, I
was a bit apprehensive because of all the
stories I’d heard about China. The first
experience of walking down a Chinese city
street was new and exciting—the open-fronted
shops with their intriguing Chinese signs; the
itinerant food peddlers and street barbers,
each with their distinctive cries; the powerful
smell of trash mingling with the pungent odors
of strange spices and greasy stalls; the dense
crowds of poor and well-off people, mini-
skirted young women and countless bicycles
lost in the traffic. All this formed an indelible
first impression.

When I arrived, I was surprised at how
easy it is for foreigners to enter the country.
After a relaxing ferry trip, the customs
officers truly make it easy for you. Let’s say
that you came without a visa. Well, they will
give you 30 days from the start without any
question. You don’t have a photo? Never mind,
they have a Polaroid right there. The cost:
$20. Pretty good start for a road trip.

Staying at the Family Home was a
tremendous blessing. I was able to observe life
in China from an outsider’s point of view, and
profit from their experience. The Word, prayer
and hearing from the Lord for every little
thing was greatly emphasized and the spirit
was one of great unity  and commitment to the
field. The Lord was obviously working and
bringing in the sheep to minister to. The
children were happy and have found fulfill-
ment in going to a Chinese school where they
have made outstanding progress in learning
the language. They miss their former friends
and field, but they are aware that being in
China costs something and they’re bearing
their cross daily like brave little soldiers.

One of the highlights of the trip was visiting
my friend stationed in the cold northeast. For
three years, he has been preparing the way by
his sample of dedication and willingness to do
God’s will at any cost. It is truly a sight to see
how the staff at the Chinese hotel where he is
the manager loves and are loyal to him. All
the waitresses are eager to give him their
morning kiss and hug, which is quite outstand-
ing for Chinese who are somewhat conserva-
tive in their relations with foreigners. Y. has
truly passed on the Lord’s Spirit to the staff,
and he has become their confidant.

S., a Christian stewardess, has grown
especially close to him and often asks
questions about the Lord and the Bible. Y.
gave her a Bible for her grandmother, which I
brought with me. S. jumped for joy at the
sight of it, as the last Bible that her grand-

mother possessed was from the year 1900. To
understand why the Word is so treasured in
China, you have to realize that in some areas,
100 Christians have three Bibles to share
between themselves—sometimes less. It’s still
common for Christians to copy the Word by
hand daily.

I was constantly in demand. All kinds of
people would boldly approach me to practice
their English, or just out of curiosity. Chinese
are great onlookers, and it took me a few
days to accept having three or four people
listening to my conversations or plainly
interrupting. One day I was sitting on the
bench near a university, when a bouncy young
student sat down next to me and introduced
herself. She let me know that she would like
to stay with me for the day and insisted on
being my guide and translator. I was visiting
a few schools that afternoon and I didn’t
know how other Chinese would interpret this
foreigner’s friend. Anyway, she was faithful
to her promise and stuck with me for many
hours. She finally received the Lord and we
promised to keep in touch. I left her my
English Bible, for which she was extremely
thankful.

Truly, the sheep are looking for the
Shepherd in China, and I haven’t seen such
spiritual hunger in a long time. I met many
other Chinese Christians, and they all
understand the privilege and the cost of being
one of God’s children. They understand
persecution and suffering for the Lord very
well; it is the hallmark of their faith. However,
they have had very little teaching on the
practical application of the Bible in daily
living, family relationships, finances, mar-
riage, discipline and relations with children.

If you feel the call of China but are not
sure, just go there for a visit and you will
quickly find out. You will be following in the
path of the other missionaries of the past
several hundred years who have sacrificed
their lives in order that the good news might
be shared with the Chinese people. Since then
the Lord has opened a wide door for us to
move to China. If you would like to support us,
please see our ad in “support-a-missionary” in
this Grapevine.

����	
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(From the Cameroon team:) This month the
Lord helped us to lead three more young men
from the prison to the Lord. One of them,
Souris (“Mouse”), is a street boy who came to
Juan when he was sharing some Word with a
few other boys. Souris started attacking Juan
verbally about the things he was saying. After
some simple witnessing about the reality of the

Lord’s love for each of us, he accepted the
challenge to “pray right here and now, and
find out for yourself!” Now he is always eager
to have more input from the Bible. He does
not know how to read well, so he likes it when
we read and explain things to him in simple
terms.

The Lord did a special miracle for F. (one
of the boys at the prison who is saved). He
was going through an especially trying time
and he “blew his top,” fighting with some of
the other boys and officers around him. His
punishment was 25 days in the dungeon.
Juan went to see him and also some other
Liberian boys from the man’s common
section (known as “the jungle” within the
prison grounds) who he witnesses to. The
sight of this special cell was quite foreboding.
It is a room—not very big—with 30 people.
The heat is unbearable, there’s only a pot for
a toilet, no means to wash up, hardly any
food, and ongoing beatings.

F. was going through it because he realized
how he had really blown it, and was now
having to pay for it. The Liberians were in a
worse predicament. They had been there for
four days and were getting beaten up all the
time by the dungeon’s “chief” because they
didn’t have any money to give him. One of
them had bad malaria and none of them were
allowed to sleep lying down, or hardly ever sit
down, as there wasn’t enough room for
everyone and they were foreigners.

Juan left some money with a couple of
trustworthy folks to help the boys in that cell,
and had a word with the “chief,” humbly
pleading to stop beating the Liberians, and
giving him a bit of money for them. It took
quite a while for us to shake off the looks of
utter despair that we could see on the faces of
these boys as they peered through the few
cracks between the bars of the tiny window at
the top of the door (their only source of air, by
the way!). We really prayed for them and
asked the Lord to do a miracle.

As it turned out, the next day the Minister
for Social Affairs was visiting the prison and
they had some entertainment. F. is a member
of the prison’s soccer team, so was relieved of
his punishment to play. Once out, he stayed
out! The Liberians were also released shortly
thereafter. We truly thanked the Lord for this
miracle, and F. is now much more broken and
humble than before. Many people here are in
prison for a very long time before they are
even brought to trial. F. has been in jail for 10
months waiting for a court date. Please pray
for him and the others, who are so desperate
to get out!
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My baby son Robby is learning to crawl now,
and is very active. He doesn’t like to stay in the
same place for long, so we try to expose him to
new experiences; for example, watching mommy
doing laundry or household work, etc. After six
months of only breastfeeding, he now is eating
some solid foods like apples, bananas, whole-
wheat bread.

But I’m a little bit concerned about whether
he is developing properly. He’s my first child,
and in my country there are certain standards,
like the baby should be sitting alone at six
months, etc.

������������	���
����
���
�

(Jaz:) Robby sounds like he is an active, happy
baby! TYJ! An important thing to remember is
that every baby develops at their own speed, and
it’s not a good idea to compare between them.
For example, here in our Home, Olivia and Trevor
were both walking before their first birthday,
and they did not crawl much. Kimberly was an
active crawler, but she is only walking now, at
14 months. On the other hand, Kimby started
talking (at least understandable syllables) at
seven months, whereas Olivia didn’t start say-
ing words until she was over a year old. Each
little person has their own specific schedule,
mapped out Above.—We’ve just got to acknowl-
edge that He has the reins and trust that He
knows what He’s doing!

Here are some excerpts from an article on
the subject.

Most new parents are subject to some rather
intense emotions about any developmental dis-
parity they find—or think they find—between
their own children and the neighbors’ kids. Ba-
bies represent a powerful blend of enormous hope
and profound uncertainty. When we’re not look-
ing for a sign that we have a budding genius or
a star athlete on our hands, we’re coping with
the overwhelming fear that something may be
seriously wrong with our child. Thus, parents may
spend the first year of their child’s life focused
on every milestone as a key indicator of their
baby’s health and development—and will be

����������	
�
������
�

babymania
—by Jaz

deeply concerned whenever
another baby seems to out-
pace theirs.

“As much as I try not
to get pulled into compar-
ing my children to other
kids, it can be so hard not
to,” says Laura, mother of
two. “It’s especially hard
since my sister’s little boy
is only two months younger
than mine. Even though we’re close,
we’ve always been a little competitive, and some-
times I see that sibling rivalry creeping into our
discussions about our children. I constantly remind
myself that child development is not a race to see
who arrives first at the milestones along the way.”

Experts agree that constant comparisons are
counterproductive, as well as anxiety-producing.

“It’s inappropriate to compare one baby with
another. Babies should be compared with them-
selves,” says William Sears, M.D., a pediatri-
cian, Baby Talk magazine adviser and author of
several baby and childcare books. “Individual
progression is more important than the specific
timing of developmental milestones,” Dr. Sears
says. “When a parent is worried that her baby
is not sitting up or crawling or walking, I advise
her to closely observe the baby and note any
change or progression toward a given milestone.
If no progress has been made over the course of
three months, then there is cause for concern.

“I think the motor development of a baby is
more a reflection of her temperament than of
anything to do with intelligence. You have very
active babies with very persistent, strong-willed
temperaments. These tend to be the very early
walkers and crawlers because they can’t wait to
go places. But you have your rather laid-back
babies, who are more content to lie or sit there
and enjoy what they see instead of what they
can get their hands on. Those babies will prob-
ably walk and crawl a little later. Both are nor-
mal.”

Parents shouldn’t prod their baby toward
early attainment of a particular milestone or feel
they must engage in developmental exercises with
him. “Instead,” Dr. Sears says, “parents should
think of themselves as facilitators. By playing
with their baby often and providing enticing toys,
parents can create an optimal environment in
which the baby will develop to his fullest poten-
tial.”

(Excerpts of an article by Lisa Spooner
Wahlgren, Baby Talk magazine.)�
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(From Jim and Lily:) After ten years in India and
Pakistan, we set out to re-pioneer Turkey in post-
Charter June of ’95. (Two of our ten children were
born in Turkey, in ’79 and ’80.) It was with great
excitement, anticipation—and at the same time trepi-
dation—that we stepped out, wondering how we
would be able to manage in a new field with such a
large family and a new language to learn. Our fam-
ily was joined by Sam and Ruth from Belgium, and
several weeks later, Mark and Tab, who had worked
with us in the subcontinent.

Moving into a much smaller Home where every-
body needed to pitch in on outreach, childcare, pro-
visioning, and just learning to be a holy hole has been
a worthwhile experience for our large family. Our
three eldest, John (21), Joy (19) and Tommy (18),
were instrumental in pioneering a CTP ministry with
the deaf in Istanbul, and that has been a major key
to establishing the work here. Also the YAs and teens
(some of whom joined our Home later) have helped
in other CTPs as well, teaching English at a local
orphanage and delivering food to them weekly.

 With only nine FGAs in this country of over 60
million (and one, Lily, away 50% of the time over
the last year and a half, helping with the Heart to
Heart concerts) we have relied heavily on the help
and support of  the second generation. A few of the
YAs might be moving on (as of writing this, John
SGA is working at the Hungarian PPC), but we thank
the Lord for the experience in working together the
last two and a half years. Everyone is learning to
give and take, and by God’s grace and mercy, we
continue to put Him and the larger Family first.

At present, there are three Homes in Turkey, with
potential for several more Homes in Istanbul, (pop.
14 million) and other neighboring, western-oriented
cities. If anyone has a burden for the fertile fields of
Turkey, please write to us for more information via
our e-mail address: rainbow@service.raksnet.com.tr
or via ASCRO.
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(From Abner and Marie:) After closing our big
Home in Europe, we settled for temporary housing
with a small team. By faith and taking into consider-
ation the schooling of our children, we decided to go
witnessing half the day, and take care of schooling
our children during the other half, while trying to
raise funds to go to the mission field.

During the first months we were only able to set
aside 1,000 francs. After three months of slow
progress we got desperate and received one 1,000
and one 2,000 franc donation in the mail, PTL!
After that it was going slow again for another three
months, when the Lord showed us to concentrate on
follow-up, as well as cut the child support money we
were receiving, which was a further step of faith.

The Lord really began blessing us; we got our visas
and a donation of 20,000 francs for CTP in India, a
$5,000 donation, and some pledges for home sup-
port. We also provisioned a container to ship all our
stuff, including furniture. Six weeks prior to our de-
parture, Abner’s father passed away, and through that
we received an additional $8,000. The Lord came
through! It was amazing and totally miraculous!l
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BOSTON – Flying to Mexico from the East
Coast for less money than a bus trip across the
country isn’t possible, right? Well Carlos Al-
buquerque does exactly that four times a year.

Mr. Albuquerque, a student and scuba diver
who dives regularly off Cozumel, Mexico, has
found a more consistent source of discount
airfares than typical airlines offer.

Dubbed “space available” or “stand-by”
travel, it’s an option offered by two travel agen-
cies, New-York based Air-Tech Ltd. and Airhitch.

The concept is simple. Often planes go out
with empty seats either because the seat never
sold or a passenger didn’t show up at the last
minute. Air-Tech and Airhitch match travel-
ers up with those empty seats. Albuquerque
can fly between New York and Cancun for
$200 round trip.

There’s still the risk of a flight filling up at
the last minute. And travelers have to be pre-
pared to make concessions. Yet both agencies
have a success rate of 96 to 98 percent in get-
ting customers to their destinations on the first
attempt.

For those
with a flexible
schedule and
shallow pockets,
it can be a bonanza. You can fly one way to
Europe from the Northeast for $169 anytime
of year. It doesn’t matter when you go, when
you come back, or if you buy the ticket a week
before you want to leave. It’s the same price.

Both Air-Tech and Airhitch have similar
systems for arranging space-available flights.
Passengers purchase a flight pass and indi-
cate a three- to four-day window when they
want to fly. About a week before the travel
window, the passenger calls the agency and
gets a listing of possible flights. At the air-
port it’s just a matter of exchanging the pass
for a boarding card if the flight still has seats.

Air-Tech Offices:
Tel: (USA) (212) 219-7000
Fax: (USA) (212) 219-0066
Internet: http://ayrton.eideti.com/aerotech/
airteltd.html

Airhitch Offices:
Tel: (USA) 800-326-2009 or 800-397-1098
Internet: www.airhitch.org
(for worldwide information)

Flying far …

flying cheap
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PIONEERING continued from page 2
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fruits of the
new wine!

>���	�
�����������
�	����������

From Jesus – With Love is absolutely TERRIFIC! PRICE-
LESS!! It’s what I’ve always wanted to have—a book with
compiled encouraging words from Jesus. Every one is so
amazing! Real feeding! God bless all those that worked on it!
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The From Jesus – With Love booklet has become my com-
panion. I’ve read it front to back and am on my second run. It
speaks to me like I haven’t experienced a publication doing
so before. I know it’s not the physical book, but the dynamic
Words really are alive!
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During my W&R, I picked up the “Mining for Jewels in
Africa” FSM to read in a rather nonchalant way, not expect-
ing that it would have any sort of impact on my day. Once I

started reading it I couldn’t put the mag down! It was like eating pop-
corn—very hard to stop once you start, ha!

Hopefully, without any preaching, these brethren’s works should speak
very loudly in the ears of those who may be choosing the path of West-
ern comforts. Here we have young adults and YAs [FGAs too!] carrying
the great responsibility of reaching an enormous country with a teem-
ing population; the stats are astonishing—four out of ten blacks in the
world are Nigerian!?

Congratulations to those brave pioneers who pictured their activities
in Africa with as much enthusiasm and positiveness as probably it takes
to perform the task. I have been on that road when pioneering Brazil,
and know that all these victories come with the high cost of failure,
disappointment and hardship.
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WINGS OF THE DOVE, THE (1997)
Helena Bonham Carter, Linus Roache

Drama/character study about a young
couple rich in love but poor in money who
see a way that they can “have it all.” Not an
uplifting movie, but has many interesting
points for discussion on living the true
Law of Love vs. selfishness. See proph-
ecy on this movie.
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GREAT EXPECTATIONS (1998)
Ethan Hawke, Gwyneth Paltrow, Anne
Bancroft

Contemporary adaptation of the Charles
Dickens classic. Love story/character study
about a young man who gets a chance at his
dreams—including his all-consuming love for
his childhood sweetheart—through the help
of a mysterious benefactor. Somewhat off-
beat and artsy; interesting portrayal of the
effects of bitterness.
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OUT TO SEA (1997)
Walter Matthau, Jack Lemmon

Comedy about two old men who sign up
as dance hosts on a cruise ship, hoping to
meet prospective wives. The dialogue be-
tween the main characters is more positive
than the “Grumpy Old Men” movies. Enter-
tainment only.
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BORROWED HEARTS (1997)
Roma Downey

Sweet drama about a struggling single
mother who is asked to pose as her boss’ wife
to help him close a business deal. Some of
the relationship and separation issues may
need to be discussed with young viewers.

����������������������

SPAWN (Martin Sheen, D.B. Sweeney; 1997)

���� !�"#��$�����%�&�
�����������	
��
� Love, pure love, is a many-splendored thing. But when fraught with selfish-

ness and fear, it can ruin and harm more than it can help. This movie has good lessons on keeping
your motives and your heart pure, yet they are lessons learned the hard way. It shows how
without Me, even the best of intentions can come to naught. It sends a clear signal of how impor-
tant it is that you spend time with the Master in order to get the Master’s power to love.

It is a true-to-life story, and not all such stories are the happiest or the most inspiring—but the
lessons that can be gleaned out of such real life circumstances can prove valuable to many. This
movie is not for everyone, and if watched in a light-hearted or casual spirit it could disturb some,
while if watched prayerfully in a discerning manner, it could help and teach valuable lessons.

This dear girl tried to share in love. Even though her original motive might have been tainted
with selfishness, she truly did love her friend. But then again, here is where the best of intentions

are nothing without My Spirit and My love and My power. She couldn’t do it in her
own strength—otherwise it could have been a great victory, and a beautiful experience
for all. Those who watch this movie must see that living in love and sharing in love is not
something that you can try to work up or do in your own strength—it’s just being a
channel, a little duct that My pure waters of love can flow through to touch some
needy soul. ����������������������������
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Guinea is a large country with many cities
to pioneer. An American Peace Corps worker
told us northern Guinea is beautiful, with
mountains, plateaus and waterfalls for the
nature lovers, and cooler weather.

Conakry is a sprawling suburban city,
much like a north African city. It is sur-
rounded by the ocean on two sides and has
very beautiful coastal scenery. The standard
of buildings varies. You can have a very nice
house, then right next to it have a rundown
building.

We landed in Guinea in the late afternoon
with no contacts and very little knowledge of
what to expect. Someone gave us a lift to the
Novotel, one of the nicest hotels in town,
where they put us up for five nights. The
Managing Director, who was a French man,
was a jewel. It seems like all the sweetest
French people have moved from France and
are now living in Africa, ha! Each one we’ve
met seems so broken and receptive, really
caring for the people of these nations.

Guinea is predominantly Muslim, but from
our witnessing in Conakry we found the
Muslims here to be very relaxed about their
Islamic values and very open to us talking
about God, Heaven, and Jesus. They were
always very thankful for our prayers and
tracts. We provisioned two free tickets on Air
Guinea, and it seems that all kinds of
witnessing and provisioning is wide open. The
Guineans are a very receptive people. For this
field you will need a French speaker on your
team.

Cost of Living: You’ll pay rent of $500 or
more a month outside the main part of the
city; inside the city rents are $700 and up.
Electricity works (a real plus), but is very
expensive. But all of these prices are subject
to provisioning the prices down. Foods are
average priced. Fuel here is a bit high for
Africa, at 70 cents a liter. E-mail is available,
and communications are very good.

Visas: Visas cost about $50. Once in the
country, you’ll find the immigration people to
be sweet, but at the border they can be a bit
tough. It seems that long-term visas are not an
easy thing to obtain. When we were there we
checked out getting registered as a charity or
nonprofit organization, as that would make

acquiring visas easier. It seems like registering
is easier in Guinea than in most countries, and
teams going there might want to pray about
that as a possibility.

Things to watch out for: Guinea has
received much communist input in the past,
and you can sometimes see it when dealing
with people. We found some people to be very
suspicious of us, and any teams would need to
be prayerful with these types of people, who
could cause unnecessary trouble.

Family Home Potential: Guinea has great
potential for a Family Home. Be prepared to
have a bit more money when landing in
Guinea. Teams would want to send a scouting
team to find accommodations. (We have a
very good hotel contact for a scouting team to
stay at.) Guineans are the Latins of Africa in
music and culture. You love them and they’ll
love you!

������

Our entry into Gambia was very smooth
and easy. Their new airport is now in operation
and is very organized. Immigration was no
problem at all; they just glanced at our
passports, stamped us in and said, “Welcome
to The Gambia!” To conserve on money, we
decided to hitchhike into town from the
airport. The first car that passed by (a
Lebanese man) picked us up and drove us
straight to the hotel.

Facts about the country: Gambia’s main
industry is tourism; it has the most tourism in
West Africa. Money goes a long way in
Banjul. It’s a very small place, but very
special. Gambia also has some of the nicest
beaches in West Africa, with lots of tourists to
witness to.

Eighty-five percent of Gambia’s population
are Muslim. Everyone we met was very
receptive to our witness. All forms of personal
witnessing and provisioning went well.
Everyone speaks English.

Cost of Living: The price of living is very low.
Food is fairly inexpensive, basically the same cost
as food in America. Electricity is $150 a month.

Standard of living: Every type of food item
is available, as well as western living essen-
tials. Water should be boiled and filtered. The
roads are pretty good. The phone service
works well.

Family Home Potential: Banjul is ideal for
a Home with children, as the people and the

spirit of the place are very peaceful. There are
plenty of open doors for CTP work. Tool
distribution is a very big open door. All the
tools would go great. You’d also have 5,000
tourists weekly from all over the world to
witness to the year round.

Senegal surrounds Gambia, so teams could
base in the cheap capital Banjul and reach out
to parts of Senegal. One of the airline
companies bases out of Banjul, which would
be a route for road teams to Mali (Burmako).
We’ve met the high-ranking officials of this
company and they were very sweet and helpful
and would probably help the Family travel on
their routes.

Gambia seems like it would be super for a
team looking to make a long-term investment
into reaching the top and being able to invest
in them and their country, as well as reaching
out to Senegal, Mali and Guinea-Bissau.

	���
��

Wow!—An African paradise! We came to
Senegal overland from Banjul. The moment we
got out of the bush taxi in Dakar, we stuck out
our thumb and a new car pulled over and took
us to one of the best hotels in town; they
immediately opened the door for our stay. We
met one precious person after another.

Dakar is a bustling modern city mixed with
a bit of a North African atmosphere. Eighty-
five percent of the people are Muslim. For
those interested in nature and scenery, you’ll
be happy to know Senegal has some great
game reserves and beaches.

Standard of Living: Every item is available
in Dakar; the prices are a bit cheaper than
Europe. Rent for a three-bedroom apartment
is $600 a month; more if it is located in the
city center. The electricity basically works all
the time, and electricity bills are the same as
living in Europe.

Other parts of Senegal outside of Dakar
seem to be very backward and totally opposite
of Dakar, although we haven’t seen them all.

Things to watch out for: We would not
advise walking around at night in Dakar, as
there seemed to be a lot of petty thieves in the
tourist areas of town.

Family Home Potential: Dakar is definitely
one of the most potential cities in West Africa
for families or SGA teams. The Family was in
Dakar 20 years ago and did fantastic.—A
totally untouched country ready and willing to
open her arms to you. (When we crossed the
border from  Gambia into Senegal, I heard

Capital: Conakry. Population: 7 million. Of-
ficial language: French (there are also eight
national languages). Eighty-five percent of
the population is Muslim. Guinea is one of
the wettest countries in West Africa. Money
US$1=1050 Guinea Franc.

Capital: Banjul. Population: 1 million. En-
glish is the official language; people also
speak Wolof. Money: US$1=10 dalasi.

Capital: Dakar. Population: 7.7 million.
French is the official language, but most
people also speak Wolof. Dakar is one of the
cooler, breezier spots in West Africa. Money:
US$1=CFA 540.
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cheers and spirit helpers saying, “We’re so
glad you came! We’ve been waiting for you for
such a long time!”) If the Lord shows you to
go to this needy field, you won’t be alone.
There are plenty of Heavenly helpers waiting
to assist you in Senegal.

We found it very easy to witness to the
people we met. Provisioning was a real open
door also. We were only there for a day and a
half, as the time for our trip was running out.
Senegal has incredible possibilities for Family
members to reach these precious people; from
Dakar a team could also reach out to Mali and
Mauritania.

There are lots of opportunities for CTPs in
Senegal. Tool distribution would go very well
here. We did not have a chance to get out the
tools, besides the posters, which people loved!

�
�����������
�������

(From your Africa pioneers:) When you
hear about pioneering Africa, most Family
members are not so keen on the idea, espe-
cially those with children. For the most part,
Africa has the reputation of being a dangerous
place with unstable governments, disease and
crime, and also lacks some of the western
conveniences (telephones and electricity that
always work, clean water that you can drink,
etc.). It is true that many African countries
have these problems to certain degrees, and
you should be prepared for them particularly if
you have children, but most African countries
make up for their problems with blessings that
far outweigh their difficulties such as:

� Very receptive people.
� Wide-open door with provisioning

totally untouched. If you enjoy provisioning,
come to Africa!

� Virgin fields that have never heard the
words of David.

� Tool distribution (you’ll never have
enough tools to get out, they go so fast!)

� A totally open field, unquenchable. The
more Word you get out, the more the people
want it. Tools go like hotcakes.

� The cost of living is lower than the rest
of the world.

� Many countries to choose from, and
plenty of room.

� Open doors for your children to play a
major role in your witnessing.

� People are thankful for your being in
their country.

� Some of the most needy CTP projects
in the entire world are here.

� House help (servants) are a blessing to
free you to do even more on the field. (We
have a cook, nanny, driver, and an all-around
house help.)

� Reaching the top is very easy to do.
� Africa is incredible!—Full of beautiful

and wonderful places to enjoy with your family.

As for the inconveniences, most of us have

been challenged by them to find solutions,
even though we are based in one of the most
difficult African fields, Nigeria. The Lord just
has to do that much more!

Crime: If you looked at the statistics you’d
find crime to be small compared to most
western cities. Much of African crime happens
in isolated parts of the city. Just as in any big
cities around the world, there are sections that
are better to stay out of at night, or you are
asking for it. Well, the same is true for Africa.
Crime is not on a rampage. However, as
anywhere, you do need to stay prayerful.

Disease: It is true that there is malaria and
some other diseases that go with this area of
the world, but it does not stop thousands of
Western businessmen from coming to Africa
annually, or the hundreds of NGO workers that
come to these shores, many bringing their
families. You are more exposed to these
illnesses than you would be in other countries,
but the Lord can also protect you from them,
or quickly heal you should you contract any.

Medical Facilities: This is a weaker area for
most African nations, but the Ivory Coast and
Senegal have Western standard hospitals.
Every nation in Africa has top-notch expatri-
ate doctors whose services can often easily be
provisioned.

Unstable governments: Is a government
ever that stable?—Ha! In Africa there are a
lot of changes in government. In case you need
to flee in Africa, you can easily go from one
country to another in an emergency situation.
The embassies in these countries really take
responsibility for their people and will
evacuate you for free if things ever get that
bad. If the Lord brings you here, He’ll keep
you safe.

Home support: Many Family members
imagine that you must have home support to
venture into Africa. It does help, but it is not a
necessity, as the Lord can raise up different
avenues in each country for support. The Lord
is just waiting for the harvesters, and He’ll
take care of their supply lines. You can
compare it to the world’s embassies, where an
embassy staffer coming to this part of the
world is paid much more because the country
is more difficult. The Lord seems to work the
same way. The more difficult the field, the
better He seems to take care of us.

Preparations: In praying and deciding to
come to an African field, expect some
troubles. Everyone who has come this way has
had many obstacles that got in the way of
their coming. For many it stopped them
completely; for some it only delayed them. Our
advice is to not look so much at the problems
involved; refer back to what the Lord told you
about going to Africa in the first place. That

will help see you through.

Other tips: All West and Central African
countries require yellow fever vaccination
cards. This is a must, as otherwise you will
find yourself or your children getting a shot
upon arrival at your destination. Most books
about the region say that you need cholera
shots to enter these countries, but from our
experience this is not asked about at borders.
We were sure thankful we had our vaccination
cards, though.

Dollars are best in most countries, but in
the French-speaking countries French currency
goes further. French banks are generally all
represented in the French colonies, so
transfers are easiest if you have an account at
one of them in Europe.

Most hotels have airport buses which will
take you for free to and from the airport to the
hotel. They were a big help in coming to a
country for the first time—one less thing to
think about. Especially good if you have lots of
stuff!

If you are coming to Africa there are some
very good books that will inform you about
other areas regarding your traveling in Africa.
One such book that’s always helped us is the
Lonely Planet series.

There is a whole world waiting for someone
to pioneer! Millions here to bring the words of
David to! Who will go?
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My wife and I want to send a great big
THANK YOU to Peter and Selah in Sweden.
At the beginning of ’98 we found ourselves in
a difficult situation since we were “homeless,”
as far as living in a Family Home. They an-
swered our desperate plea and helped us join
their Home for a short time. God bless you
for all that you do for His work.
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Thanks to our dear provisioners, David and
Heidi from the Warsaw Home, we got our
most urgent needs met. The Lord used them
mightily last year to bring a lot of supplies
from Switzerland and Germany, which were
a real blessing to our Home and to other
Homes in the area. We are so thankful for
your thoughtfulness and love.
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G r a p e s  o f  T h a n k f u l n e s s
Recently we received a donation from an-

other Home here in Russia in reply to our fi-
nancial help/personnel wanted ad. Finances are
not usually a copious entity here in Russia that
you just pick up and give away. The amount
they gave us was—to the cent—the exact
amount that we needed. We bequeath our
many thanks to Lisa, Mila, and the rest of the
Ufa team. Our gratitude is beyond words!
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We worked together briefly when they
came to India, but it was the beginning of a
wonderful, long-lasting friendship. We had
good times, rough times, and interesting
times. They left India. Our kids grew up. They
became grandparents. Ten years later they
still faithfully continue to support us with their
gifts, prayers and friendship. David and
Merryheart, thank you for your love.
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T E A M W O R K e r A d u lt T o ta l
S O U L  S H IN E R S  F O R  J A N U A R Y  ’9 8
S am u el/R o sita , M e x ic o 4 ,0 00 8 ,0 0 0
D a v id /A lm a , M e xic o 2 ,1 37 6 ,4 1 1
Jo y /Is a a c /R u th  M ./J u a n  S .,
M e x ic o

1 ,8 75 1 1 ,2 5 0

Jua n /S ara  P esc ad o r, V e ne zu e la 7 57 3 ,0 3 0
D a v id /P ro m ise , C o s ta  R ica 7 50 1 ,5 0 0
M a dra s  D e a f H om e , In d ia 7 41 2 ,9 6 5
C h ris tia n /M a rco /G a b rie l, A lb a n ia 7 38 2 ,9 5 2
C h ris  N e w m a n /G e n tle  N e w m an ,
U S A

5 00 1 ,0 0 1

S am ue l S ie rvo /R o s ita  S ie rvo ,
M e x ico

4 02 8 0 5

D a n ie le /C h ris tin e , Ita ly 3 50 7 0 0

P O S T E R  S H IN E R S  F O R  JA N U A R Y  ’98
C h ris tia n /M a rco /G ab rie l, A lb a n ia 3 ,6 87 1 4 ,7 4 8
M ic h a e l/M a ria , J a p a n 2,0 65 4 ,1 3 0
Jo n a th a n /C la re , J a p a n 1,0 96 3 ,2 9 0
T im o th y  F ./R e jo ice  E ./D o ve  F .,
U S A

1,0 48 6 ,2 9 1

P ete r S e rva n t/C rys ta l S e rva n t,
U S A

1,0 36 4 ,1 4 5

A bn e r/P rom ise , Ja p a n 9 38 2 ,8 1 4
Jos e /P risc illa , M e x ico 7 50 1 ,5 0 0
M a tth e w /Jo y /A rtu ro /M ig ue l, S pa in 7 00 3 ,5 0 0
F ra n c is  M o u n ta in /Jo a n n a  R ose ,
U S A

6 76 6 ,0 9 0

P ete r/C h ris tina /M ih a i, R o m a n ia 6 75 2 ,7 0 0

T A P E  S H IN E R S  F O R  J A N U A R Y  ’9 8
D a v id /P ro m ise , C o s ta  R ic a 2 0 0 4 0 0
M ic h a e l/C h a rity /J a m e s /M a ria ,
P h ilip p in e s

7 9 3 9 5

D a n ie l/D o ra /L a u ra , S w itze rlan d 7 4 3 7 3
T im /E s th er, Ita ly 7 0 1 4 0
T im /R a ch e l, S w e de n 6 6 2 0 0
A nd re w  G ./C rys ta l/A n ge la
D r/M a u re e n , U S A

6 5 3 2 5

G id eo n /R u th ie , Ita ly 5 6 1 1 2
S te p he n /E s th er/M a rk /R e b ek a ,
R u ss ia

5 5 2 7 5

P ed ro  F ishe r/M a ria  F ish er, U S A 5 2 1 0 4
Joh n /M aria n ne , S o u th  A frica 5 1 1 0 2

V ID E O  S H IN E R S  F O R  JA N U A R Y  ’98
P eter  N . /J o y  N ., M e x ic o 5 0 2 0 0
A b n e r/E s th er /A n d re w /K a tie ,
S o u th  A fr ic a

4 1 1 6 5

Je s s e /J o y /A n g ie , B ra z il 3 0 1 2 0
M a tth e w /M a ry , T a iw a n 2 4 1 2 3
D a v id e /Jo a n , Ita ly 2 0 6 2
Jos e /C e lia /Jo an a /Isa be l, B ra z il 2 0 1 8 5
G id eo n /R u th ie , Ita ly 2 0 4 0
T o m m y /P ro m is e , T a iw a n 1 8 1 1 3
J im m y /Jo y , T a iw an 1 7 3 5
G a b rie l/Je m im a , B ra z il 1 7 5 2


