Dear Dad & Maris, 2B/5/81
WELL, AFTER ALMOST 3
YEARS IT'S ME AGAIN. | love
you all so much and les doy mil

graciss por la oportunidad de
trabajar en el servicio del Sefior
Ml una ver, yo eIpero que esta
WEI Que YOy 8 quedar a sut ord-
enes hasta gue viens Jesus. (That'
sure sign I'm in Puerto Rico, as
everyone here slips back & forth
fram English to Spanish in the
course of a normal conversation,
hal]

| LOVE PUERTO RICO &
LATIN AMERICA in general, &
now that I'm back again it brings
back sa many fond memories of
the first time | ever came here in
the Lord’s service in July of *72
11 was sheepy here then & it
hasn't changed a bit in that re
spect. God knows that | love it
here, & right up until this sec
ond He has been giving me the
desires ol my heart since decid
ing to follow Jesus & His prophet

in,

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT
MAKES ME THE HAPPIEST is
not that | am now fighting the
fight of faith & that all my dreams
are coming true, but that almost
immediately after yielding my life
inta the hands of the Lard, the
testimony started taking its toll
So far two people have forsaken
all 1o join the Family & no small
stir is being caused amongst my
old friends, family & loved ones

HOWEVER, IT WAS VERY

HARD TO TRUST THE LORD

FOR MY CHILDREN, as | knew

it was for Cephas, but | am pray-

ing very hard for Shiloh that she

will change her heart & come
back 10 you & the Lord & bring
those beautitul children with
her.

reaclily accepted when
Mommy bought it for them
The first thing to go was Esster—
no, Christmas, They started be-
leving mn Santa Claus despite my
resistance as Shiloh felt thar it
wouldn’t do themn any harm as
everybody else did i
| WAS JUST READING
LETTER THIS MORNING A
BOUT "CHILDREN IN THE
WORLD"™ & how our children
should feel superior, not inferior
But Shiloh & my children were
30 freaked out that they just
wanted to forget how they had
heen used by the Lord because
their mother & dad talked about
the Family like it was a mistake
e1c.
$0 AS A RESULT OF OUR
NEGLIGENCE THE CHILDREN
ARE FIRMLY EMBEDDED IN
THE SYSTEM & its hate factor
ies, poisonous garbage & pagan
gods. |t breaks my heart becauss
they are all so 1alented & were
used s0 much by the Lord at one
T time. They were all born in the
=~ Family & knew nothing else until
we thowed it to them! Pleass
keep them in your prayers, a5
they are to precious & could be
so useful to the Lord's Work, es-
pecially at a time like this.
I'M SENDING YOU A TAPE
WE MADE IN VENEZUELA
right before we laft. Maybe it
can be oftered 1o the Family &
friends as | have about 450 of
them here in Puerto Rico, all with
colour covers. When | send the
words & chords 1o my songs 1'll
include a copy of the songs on
the tape as they are new songs &
mestly in Spanish. | know they
would be a blessing here in Latin
America, 50 we just need to find
mut the best way to send them
out, I'm willing to give them all

wants every family to have one,
but | just don't know how 10 go
about distribution, 1'll just hang
on to them for now & wait until
I hear from someons about it

| SENT ONE TO JEREMY AS
WELL . & 1'd like 10 hear his re

really helped & encoursged me
to jump in again, & all the testi-
monies help me realise that no

one is too bad for God.
be really proud because that was
one of my hangups when | first
YOUR |oined
bad for God 1o forgive etc. But

thank the Lord for His mercy &
all thar He's dane for all of us

away Tor free as | believe the Lord
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work, bacayse if you & many oth-

ers hadn't prayed for me it just

wouldn't have been the same.

I can look back now & see that

il was a united effort that brought

me back to the Family, & that's

the way | feel now—united. PTL|

(Al these years my heart follow

ed him [ was broken-hearred

tahear he'd left. Thank You

Lord for answering praver. - D.)
LET ME START THE STORY

ALMOST 4 YEARS AGO IN

PERU. Asyou may remember,

| came to Peru with Shiloh &

the kids ta help out with the rec-
ord they were working on, &

the band there. | had been pio-
neering in Argentina & was about
to sign another record contract
with Polydor there in Buenos
Ajres, but then we all had 1o

action 1o it Seeing him on the
videos & hearing his testimony

| must

I thought that | was too

. av Dag callwa hitml Phote by Shaul.

convinced Jethro & Deborah to
let us come, | guess | muit have
worked there around a year B

went thru quite a lot with Jethro

as he seemed to have & ot a
gainst me since we did the al
bums in Brasil against his coun
sal & then ripped off Jeremy
ta help us there, & he took it
personally B gave me quite a
hard time while we were there.
AS A MATTER OF FACT,
THE FIRST TIME HE SAW
SHILOH after not seeing her for
5 years the only thing he said
to her was negative, & he didn't
even have a reason for treating
her that way, as he knew nothing
af what she had been thru, ete.
He called her a “bitch™ in such
a way to make her brezk down
& cry all the way back 1o where

THEY ARE ALL ON THE leave the country rather quickly, we were staying, about an hour's
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THANK YOU FOR SENDING

THAT MESSAGE WITH FAITH-
¥ as it holped me to struggle
down to Laredo
an honor that you would still
want my music when | had made
such an ass out of mysell
ured if you could put up with it
then | could put up with the Fam
iy for a few days in o
cord it
b

I considered it

' fig

far Lo re
But was | everin for a
Mot only was | able
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recorging wAth Huldah, An

really wanted to make her feel
bad, & he did an excellent job
| know you've heard horror stor
ies & | don't want to dwell on t
but it is part of 8 long story & |

LIFE | FELT SLIGHTED fram
the year ol living around Jethre
Deborah, lsaiah & crew & didn't
think the Lord was ever going 1o
use me ar my music again, so my

felt like it was necessary 1o throw mind took the easiest way out &

iin, We bath went thru a lot
there in Peru.

WHEN WE WENT TO VEN-
EZUELA WE TOOK A LOT OF
BITTERANESS & BAD MEMOR.
IES WITH US. While we were
there in Caracas the Lord began
to really use the children, & |
spent almost all my time with
them singing in restaurants, he
tels, airport lobbies ete., & we
even had a weekly TV show that
paid us $100 per 3-song show
weekly

THERE IN VENEZUELA
THE HOMES STARTED BE-
COMING MORE & MORE SEP-
ARATE. Because of some |deas
Jethra had introduced there you
couldn't even eat in another
Home without paying for it on
the spot, & lots of times it was
even more than if you ate ata
fancy restaurant. | can't pur all
the blame an poor Jethro for all
this type of thing because we did
have the Letters & the Spirit,
but I'm sure you understand the
whole story & how the work di
gressed as a direct result of the
“dynasty” iype leadership &
the chaos that followed in the
wake of their reign

BY CHRISTMAS SEASON
OF 1978 SHILOH & | HAD
REALLY BECOME "WEARY
IN WELL-DOING" & felt like
we should go to another figld,
As | said, we were both weak in
spirit & Shiloh's roocts of bitter-
ness started becoming bolder &
more obwvious. To top it off,
Rachel{who | always loved &

had a crush on) had just been
there & taken Shiloh & me out
to eat & told us some pretty
heawy things about your house,
& how she just had ro get away

I
fram there fac a whils & all kinds

of lies .lhnul . jealousy &

AT Frils Toiky v
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Put up with my shenanigam for WERE SO SWEET TOME. |\

almost » wenk |

BY THE TIME | LEFT I WAS wile, had come up thare Tor the

A CHANGED MAN! When | firt
arrived at Laredo | was smoking
cigareties, not even having the
courtesy 1o refrain from smoking
i the hotel room! The Lord
tve been pouring out His
grace on Faithy & the others, as
| acted quite rude. | suppose |
wanted 1o see what they really
thought of me & | was subcon
sciously testing them 1o see if
they loved me in spite of my al
most discourtecus attitude

NOT ONCE DID | FEEL ANY
KIND OF DISAPPROVING
VIBES or anyone looking down
on me. & of course | was probab
Iy looking for any excuse | could
find 1o say, "See, it's all fake,"
or whatever. But all | can say is
that the Lord got ahold of me &
said, "0k, you've had enough,
you can come back to Me,"" Dad,
I wrant nathing more than to
serve the Lord & be used in what

ever way that | can to further the

Kingdom & my beloved cause,
far which | was sa hungry.
AFTER | HAD BEEN IN LA-
REDO FOR A FEW DAYS | got
ta where | could hardly do any-
thing without breaking into tears
It had been quite a while since |
had eried tears of joy, as most of

my tears for the past 3 years have

been 1ears CI[ remaorse E* sagdness.
(DAD: Lord, bless & strengthen
himn & give him the courage, the
faith & the grace & the determi-
mation, Lord. )

ONE THING THAT SEEMS
TO BE THE ORDER OF THE
DAY 15 THAT GOD HAS TO
KEEP BREAKING MY HEART

to make me useful to Him & that | needed so bad

seams to be when | get my best

songs that people tell me help

them the most. Praise God!
Beauty For Ashes” has beena

reality in my life for a long time,
K | thank God that He still loves
me enough 1o challenge me & not

let me love the world, neither
the things that are in the waorld

FORE SALEM & | HAD REAL

LY STARTED GETTING SER-

OUS ABOUT DOUBTING lead  her
Ao my hewse

vielded to the doubts of the Ene
my which resulted in my total
defection just a few months later
THE ARTICLE IN TIME MAG
AZINE ABOUT JONESTOWN
CAME QUT the day we left Car
acas for the States to visit her &
my parents for Christmas. Salem

Peace also came with us to the
5t

es, &he & always used to
et together & play intellectual
& be “cool” with each arher, so
we started analysing the Jones-
town thing & found a way to jus
tily ourselves in our rebellion
We came to the conclusion that
if Jim Jones could “lose it*
that way then why would anyone
else who was a prophet leader
ol 3 sect or cult be exempt from
the same type-of thing. As | say,
this was our finite minds trying
desperately to find 3 way to dl:\
our own things, & as | look back
on it now | suppose it was neces-
sary, as I'm the type of person
who usually has to learn the hard
way & when | decide to do some
thing | usually do it &0l the way
SO AFTER CONVINCING MY
SELF THAT THE FAMILY WAS
FALLING APART & having
heard from Rachel & Deborah
that " Dad’s always had a prob-
lem with sex & alcohal™ etc., |
1ook a ride with the Devil that's
fasted up until now, That's what
happened in a nutshell. There
are several important details |
left out but | did want 1o relate

10 share it with Shiloh & my
said that the Lord had sl
him that if you start dou
& bad mouthing leadership 8.
finding fault etc. then it would
eventually lead up 10 doubting
the prophet & ultim
ing God Himsell, fro
that's exactly what ended up
happening. Believe it or not |
really tried 1o throw the baby
out with the bath water

SO DECIDED TO TRY IT

ON MY OWN. First | tried 10
petinto the "be a Christian &
still smoke pot, drink, huck & be

happy frip” & doyour-own

1ng, which | pever could seem
1o get the hang of, Atter reahs
ing that the only way | could
really serve the Lord wouid be
with my real Family | just went
off the deep end on drugs
iousness & working re
doing construction work. | went
door ta door & developed my
own company (without the help
of Shiloh, by the way, as she had
gven up on my being able 1o do
anything except mope around
because | didn't have a cause any
morel. So it was a big jump
from stellar celebrity & soldier
ord to forlorn hushand
& construction contractor with
virtually no reason ta get up in
the morning,

THERE IS 50 MUCH UNHAP:
PINESS | COULD TELL YOU
AJOUT, the tears & wournds,
the bumps & grinds, but sulice
it to say that after deciding to
try & do it on my own that it
was like the "dog returning to
his vomit & the sow to her wal
lowing in the mire”. Absolutely

a1 least that much so you would  everything went wrong & I was

understand what I've been thru
& why it was really the Lord's
time to come back to the fald,

AS A MATTER OF FACT BE-

THE PEOPLE IN LAREDD

sole purpose ol showing me love, ¢
& that she did! Ax a matter ol 1
tact, | got the song ““11's almost
ke | never left™ right atter spend.
ing the night with her. She made
me leel so welcome & "I love
her lorever. They even took such
good care of me that | had 1o take
a break one might, a real change
from the way Shiloh had been
treating me, not even latting me
1ouch her for weeks & somehimes
months in a row & besides-that,
insisting that | never make love
ta her without a condom. She
insisted | starl wearing condoms
when we made [ove from the
first time we made love upon our
return to the States.

THE FREECOM & LOVE IN
THE FAMILY IS STILL BOWL-
ING ME OVER, | can hardly be:
lieve it! | just feel so unworthy
& it still seems like a dream 1o
me, However, the Lord in His
mercy has assured me that it's
not & that | really am here &
writing this letter & getting ready
1o go-over 1o the studio & re
cord some thythm tracks for
the Spanish Music With Meaning,
| can't say thank you enough for
sending Faithy to rescue me B
for still believing in me when
there was really nothing atall |

the most miserable man that |
know since leaving the Lord's
service,

SHILOH ON THE OTHER

HAND IS OUNTE “SUCCESS
FuL

& has been the pride of
ther & tather since

» 000 ot VBRI Yo Ve own
Tuusitvess tere in HMouston &

found out hat Gentleness, Jeriy's pretly satistied with I, Bl may
e the Lord will pat her thru

risid & lorce her 10 come back.
o Him. A this point the won't

meen pray of acknowledge the

Lord in her lite. Sol suppose
she just has to get full of i, 1 be
lieve where theres life there's
hope, 3o that's all | have 1o go
on, except that | mysell am a
miracle & only God could have
changed my heart
| LOVE YOU BOTH & WILL
SEND THOSE WORDS &
CHORDS AS SOON AS POSSI-
BLE. I'll start on them today
a3 3 matter of fact. Alwo, the
Lord is starting to give me & ot
of new ideas for songs, & | can't
wait 1o get them out. There's a
lot 10 be done here & that's just
what | peed, so God knows His
timing pretty well
IT'SSTILL ALL UP IN THE
AIR IN A LOT OF WAYS, but
thank the Lord that it's coming
together & He can still use us
old-timers™ & cranky old bot
tles that have been sitting on
God's scrap heap for so long
The kids here are so precious, &
that’s one thing that | still have
a real burden for, 1o work with
the children, & they will sure
gve me the love | miss from my
own Tlesh kids.
WE HAVE TO GO TO THE

had to olfer except what had been STUDIO NOW 3o I'Il close this

asccomplished in the past

| JUST WANT TO TELL YOU
HOW MUCH | REALLY LOVE
YOU & THANK YOU more than
I can say. Everything bad you've
heard about me is probably true,
bt it is a real miracle how the
Loed has given me the love that
I'm trusting
the Lard for the welfare of my
children & | do believe that cne
day Shilok will come back & join
the rest of us ne'er-do-wells &
“get aboard” the train you talk-
e about in your tape

I'M PRAYING FOR HER &
FOR THE KIDS. They are 5o
talented & God could use them

letter by taying thank you one
more time {or accepting me &
whatever | have to give, Pray

for me that I'll stay weak in my
sell & strong in the Lord, 1°11 be
so happy I'll be in a "blab" for

a while so | can get the much-
needed fellowship & re-learn how
ta share with my Family. | love
you & pray for you.—Sam

[ Welcome Home, Son! GBY! We
love you! Any of you who would
like to send Sam support, we re
sure he would be glad fo semd yon
orte ol his glbums Please wnre

ter friem ¢ /vy Musice Con Vida,
Apdi. 312, San Juan, Pucrtiy Ri
0 ORO2

Dad./




