A TEEN RELATIONSHIP! _i

MISSIONARY TEENS LEARN YIELDEDNESS, & TO PUT JESUS FIRST!

Fran Maria, 14 yrs., & Laz, 15 yrs., Mex.:
Dear Famlly & Teens,

Ou names ae Marla (14) & Lazarus
(15). We would ITke fo share same of the
lessons that the Lord has been showlng us
through our relatlonship.

First of all, fo kind of explaln our
sltuatlon—we were both born In the Famlly.
Marla of parents Belte & Ruth Shazzar & my
(Laz) mother's name [s Patara, later mated
to Galllee. Growing up In the Famlly really
Is a blessing & a privilege, but |lke 11 was
brought out In FSM 25, pg. 33, "For Those on
the Teen Tean Today", you kind of tend to
take It for granted & sametimes don't even
know why you're In the Famlly In the flrst
place. |In my case, I[t's because my mother
jolned 6 months pregnant. But as we've
found, can't really have an "on-flre"
dedicated 1108 attitude until you joln of
your own accord & forsake all.

Before we met | had been In Mexico for
about a year working In different Homes.
Merla had returned from the fleld & had been
travelling & workIng with her parents In the
States. | had just come up for a visit with
my famlly & found she was there. Naturally |
was exclted because | had known her
previcusly when we were kids, we had worked
together In Mexlco. Anyway, when | saw her
It was sirange because | didn't feel any
attraction for her physically, which Is by
no means nomal for a person llke me. We
started fellowshipplng. This was at the time
when there were a lot of changas In the
Famlly & everyone was learning many lessons,
Including our parents. Marla had been having
some pretty bad problems with her parents,

particularly with her mother. Therefore |
felt obllgated to help her, so we starty
sealng each other. The Lord really gave us ;|
love for each other. | guess part of It wag
that we were the only Teens In that area. |
started to once a week go over & spend th
night at her house since mine was qulte
crowded. |

After a while with some conflrmatiy |
fram the Word, we declded that we would Ilig |
to get mated or at least go on a iriy
perfod—to which the area shepherd & of
parents agreed. A week later we attended thy
2nd YAFM In Mexlco which was the flrst ting
Maria & | had been In contact with so man
other people our own age.

This Is where a lot of ou problay
surfaced—Me wlth my relentless Scorpll L
pride & quick temper, not to mentlon bely ©
Inexperlenced In relatlonshlps, especlally
marrlage, & both of us belng very outgolng ]l §
Independent by nature areated a rough begim: h
ning to aur trial period. We would 'fﬂaqueu1+'r ¢
ly have flare~ups over things Iike hy !
talking to somebody & saying somethiy
enbarrassing to me, or saylng scma'l'h!q] §
that would just crush my pride o~ make ml L
get extremely jealous & |'d then go off Ing "
rage or say samething back to hut her. W
would just flght or argue Ilke chlldren &ty T
a terrlble sample of achild of Gud i @
especlally a relationship. Even though e
fought, we sti1| loved each other & bellew!
it was the Lord's wlll for us to W
together. { ﬁ

After the YAFM we went to stay wift'
Servant (Secundus) & Sesk where we had &
lot closer supervision, which really helpa
us see the roots of a lot of our probles:
Even when we were there we were a rld:m
burden on the rest of the teens & we Jish 3:
couldn't seam to get It together. We foml
that one of the reasons was that we n 2!
allowed curselves to get very famlllar wifi
each other, which made It almost Impossibl i
for us to comunicate without some kind ¢ 3%
argument. i

Later we realized that It was a lot
sel f-rightecusness on my behalf & me
polnting the flnger & wanting her to
& not concentrating on me changing. She f
the same way. But the truth of the matter
we were both wrong. |t wasn't just her
this or that, belng Insensitive & bossy
caused [+, or Just me belng untruthful
Insens(tive & stubborn-headed, not
conslderate of her feellngs that caused
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It was both of us not belng
ylelded or humbled enough to just
! not look at the other one's faults, but to

our own hearts right with the Lord &
trust Him to work It ocut & change the other.

I'm real ly seeing how putting the Lord first
Is so Important & especially getting your
prlcrlﬂe:s stralght. A good Letter on the
sbject Is "One Wife". Also the MOP sections
on "ove", "Marrlfage”, "“Forgiveness &

, "lrst Llow", T'"Relations with
people™ & "Falth & Trust" were & are such a

m'p to us.

A major event that has really drawn us
closer to the Lord was the new rules laid
wt by Dad about teen sex. The fact that
she was 14 meant that we could no longer
share the way we used to, which at flrst was
really hard for me to accept, but after |
real1zed that It was just the hand of the
Lord, | qult flighting agalnst It & [t became
asY, PTL!

A very Important factor In
strengthening our relationship & for anyone
paving to learn a lesson or make certaln
changes Tn their Ilves | to just yleld.
yleld to the hand of the Lord. Don't flght
Hls Spirit, don't try to manlpulate the
| situation but ylald everything. The
lord can only wuse brcken men &

wamen. .

ol Another thing that Is still very hard
to do, but getting easler Is sharing each
|| ofther. When we first got together, we each
o bad each other's undlvided attention, but
y affer we came In contact with other feens &
o began wanting to spend time wlth other

le, we had qulte a few battles with
y lousys But sharing Is just one thing the
¢ lord requires of us.
f
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It seems the Lord has been putting us
. a crash couse to learn the lessons
. He wants us to & to grow & mature In the
{ Slrit. TTL He will not tempt us above that
§ Ich we are able. The Teen Letters are such
g 8 blessing. 11's so convicting & really made
¢ U slop & check our hearts & make sue our
prloritles were siralght. | don't think |
ovr really read the Revolutionary Rules.
They really set the standard & for sure they
ly Just as much today as they did then,
If not more. The Lard Is showing us how we
shauld real ly appreclate our freedams, (the
es we have now) as long as they are just
. I second place & the Lord & HIs Word &
| Suls are first.

PSs from Seek:
" Slince Laz wrote thls article,
called him & Marlato do a
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frs&king all, which they are handling |1ke
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real soldliers, They came to ow" Hame mated,
but soon reallzed that belng so led
with having & relationship stood [n thelr
way of learning a lot of lessons the Lad
knew they needed to learn before they ocould
be trusted with the added responsibllity of
a mate. Thls soon became clear o both of
them & they each became more a part of the
Hame & enlarged thelr clrcle to Include all
the teens & Home members. Fresing then from
the dally battles they were going through In
trying to work so close helped them
to grow In the Splirit much faster & helped
them also learn to enjoy the fellowshlp of
everyone else In the Home & also be a
greater blessing. These lessons Laz shared
show how the Lord Is working In his Ilfe
step by step. |t Is not that they have to
forsake thelr relatlonshlp forever, but that
If 1t 1s the Lord, they wlll be drawn
together agaln & 1f so, with a greater
maturity & ablllty to make It work through
the lessons they are learning! GBT!

AN EXCITING HOLY GHOST SKIT!

Fram John Davlid (15), Mexfco:

After reading the new '"Heawen's
Chlidren!" & everyone getting exclted, Seek
suggested we could do skits on different
chapters. So the teens & Uncle Stephen
plcked out characters, parts & scenes. We
declded to do the "Cafe Encounter”.

We really learned to work together
adding dlfferent |deas to make the skit more
Interesting & fun as well as to porfray all
the I[mportant lessons & polnts. We were
really careful not fo get Into a shallow or
foollsh spirit, but most of all to portray
the spirlt of each scene.

One thing that we discovered was how
different each one of the spirits'
personalitles was & how really praylng for
the Lord to glve you an anolnting for
particular part really helps! It really
taught us how much prayer & counselling It
tock on the behalf of the splrits & how much
tean work [T took 1o make every message or
meeting work out! It really made us
appreclate our splrit helpers so much morel!
TYJ! It also reminded us how we should
always thank the Lord for all the ldeas we
get, as we know that they are prabably fram
ou spirit helpersl

Speaking clearly mekes everything more
understandable. And the costumes always make
It so much fun & everyone Into the
characters & thelr different personalitles &
mannerisms. |t was a lot of fun & maybe
you'd l1ke to try 1t. You can learn a lot &
even make up new eplsodes! GBY!



